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Z;=A1n-ea H. Campbell writes to us 1

Eitchburg, Mass.,, under date of 1

A 21st, as follows :

“ Phave watched wifl; some interest in

your late issues the different reports in

reference to the wonderful snake of Ma

tawan, and have thought seriously before

this of saying n word upon this subject

Now, oeeing the statement of Mr. Warren

Brown in the Joumux. ofthe 14th, and

, -owing that'his snliceshiifis a reptile -of

a longevous nature, Icannot refrain long

’ er, and have concluded to annoy your

renders with n few hnes from my pen.

In the year 1835, when I was but a

small boy, I was living with Mr. Walter

lHyer, ostensibly to he instructed in the

 

 

 

 

 

art and science of shoenmking, but prac

' tically learned to catch clams and horse-.

feet, and go to mill. On my way to Van

doru's mill (the same now known as Car

tnn & C0.’s) with n family grist upon my

hack, I crossed thpjsrnyof Mr. M.nrtbin

I Wymbs, to shorten the distance, and came

<E'¢I:!|:'r-.o<-r.

 

out upon the highway spoken of by Mr.

Brown at an oak tree about twenty rods

west of the mill, where I discovered two

very large blsck-snakes.' I succeeded in

killing the smaller one, the larger escap

ing. Mr. Isaac Vaudorn, now deceased,

measured the snake, and found him full

eight feet long. According to the length

of the one I killed, I should say the other

wasin the neighborhood of twelve feet

i long at that time. Twenty-five years later

lltir. Brown secs one 15 feet long, and

‘twenty years later still Mr. Worrell sees

lone 18 feet long, making an average

igrowth of about 'thregfeet in each twentiy
' years. ' " ‘ l‘ v '~

. As it has become an esta ,lished fact

that a monster snskqfloes exist, having

 

,n\\4\,\, -.-Q-Q-,-Q--'‘_.|~

Y all the roads bounding a piece of swnnfpy

. -woodhmd, may not the snake of -15 years vi

be the snake of to-day? A.H.C.

'L_4@--l--Q- .t.¢_. .
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f PREFACE.

When the publication of thcsc articles on the Early Dutch Settlers

QfMonmouth was begun in The Freehold Transcript, I had no idea

they would develop to such length.

Several of the articles written for the wechly issues of this news

paper read all right therein, but now, gathered together in boohform,

they appearfragmentary and disconnected.

A great deal oftime and labor by more than one person has been

devoted to gathering material from public records, family papers,

tombstone inscriptions, and other original sources of information.

zlluch of this is comprised in short notes and small type, and, by put

ting these compilations in bookform they will be accessible for rif

crence. For there is much worh to. be donc before a full gcncalogy

can be written of either the Conovcr, Hendrzchson, or Schanck

families.

The illustrations are chiefly old dwelling houses erected by the

early settlers or their sons. The buildings are disappearing before

the march of improvement and the decay of time, and in another gen

eration not one wi1lprobably be left. Some are of the Dutch style of

architecture, others of the English, but they show the radical diference

of the two races in character. I have been unable toprocure the like

ness ofany ofour pioneer settlers, and therefore was compelled to se

lect persons of thepresent generation, who bear in form orfla/ures a

strong resemblance to their parental ancestors. These selec

tion; have bcen made by myself and solclyfizr the above reason.

Among these pictures arefour members ofdiflerent generations of

the somefamily, all closely connected by ties of blood. Each genera

tion shows a marked'dz.'[?rence, yet a family likeness can be detected

in all ofthcm. 5- C B

Frcchola’, N. ]., August 7, 1901.





RECORDS OF THE CONOVERS, SCHENCKS AND

VANDERVEERS.

Roelof Martense Schenck was born at

Amersfoort, Province of Utrecht, Holland

in 1619, and came to New Amsterdam with

his brother Jan and sister Annetje in 1650.

In 1660 he married Neeltje, daughter of

Gerrit Wolphertse VanCouwenhoven, who

was a son of Wolfert Garretson Van Couwen

hoven, who came from Amersfoort aforesaid

to Amercia in 1630 with the Dutch emi

grants who settled Rensselaerwick, near

what is now Albany in the state of New

York. Soon after his marriage to Neeltje

Conover (as the name is now spelled) he

settled permanently at Flatlands, Long Is

land, where his wife had been born.

His will was made September 4, 1704,

roved August 3, 1705, and is-recorded in

ook 7, page 209 in Surrogates oflice of the

county 0fNew York. This will with other

information concerning him and many of

his descendants, is published in a book com

piled by Capt. A. D. Schenck U. S. A.,

published in 1883 and entitled “Ancestry

and descendants of Rev. William Schenck.”

The will of his son Garret, who settled in

Monmouth county, N. J., is also published

in this work; it was executed January 12,

1739, proved October 7th, 1745, and is now

on record in the oflice of Secretary of the

state of New Jersey.

Roelof Martense Schenck devised all his

real estate to his eldest son Martin, who

married June 20th, 1686, Susanna Abra

hamse Brinckerhofl. He bequeaths to his

two youngest sons Garret and Jan, and to his

six living daughters, Jonica, Maryke, Mar

garetta, Neeltje, Mayke and Sara, and the

two children of his deceased daughter Annet

je, sixty and a half pounds each, and makes

these legacies chargeable upon the real estate

devised to his eldest son.

His two sons, Garret and Jan settled in
Monmouth county about 1695. ’lrheir names

appear in our court and other public records

soon after this date. They and their wives

were amon the first communicants of the

Marlboro utch church, as now called.

Garret Schenck married Neeltje Coerten

VanVoorhees at Flatlands, L. I., and died

September 5, 1745, on the farm known as

the Rappleyea farm at Pleasant Valley in

Holmdel township, now occupied by Theo

dore R. Thorn.

He names in his will five sons, viz:—

Roelof, who married Eugentje VanD0rn;

Koert, who married Mary Peterse VanCou

wenhoven, and died on his farm near the

present village of Marlboro in 1771. Garret,

who married Jannetje Williamse VanCon

wenhoven and died on the homestead farm

in Pleasant, Valley February 14, 1792;

John, who married for his first wife Ann

Conwenhoven, and died February 13, 1775;

Albert, who married first Caty Conover,

second, Agnes VanBrunt, and died May 21,

1786.

Mary, one ofGarret Schencl-Cs daughters,

married Hendrick Smock and died in 1747,

Leaving six sons and two daughters surviving

er.

Altje, another daughter, married Tunis

Van Derveer and had six sons and three

daughters.

A third daughter married for' her first

husband Hendrick llendrickson and for her

second Elias Golden.

The Smocks and Vanderveers, now so

numerous in Monmouth county, are princi

pally descended from these sons of the above

named Schenck sisters.

Jan Schenck, the brother of Garret, was

born at Flatlands, L. I., February 10, 1670,

married there in 1691 his cousin, Sarah

Couwenhoven, who was born at same place

January 6, 1675. He died January 30,

1753, on the farm now owned by Ed r, son

of the late Hon. George Schenck in leasant

Valley. His wife died January 31, 1761.

Three ol'Garret and Jan Schenck’s halfsisters

married the three VanCouwenhoven broth

ers, who were the first settlers of this name

in Monmouth county, viz:

First. Cornelius Williamse Van(Jouwen

hoven, born at Flatlands, L. I., November

29, 1672, married there September 8, 1700,

Margaretta Schenck and died May 16, 1736,

on his farm adjacent to the farms of Garret

and Jan Schenck in Pleasant Valley. On

pages 82 and 82} of the old town book of

Iiddletown township is the record of their

cattle marks as follows:

“June ye 24, 1696, then Garret Schenck,
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Cornelius Couwenhoven and Peter Wicoff

gave their ear marks to be recorded.”

“Garret Schenck, his ear marks, a fork on

top of left ear and a piece cut aslope of the

upper or foreside of the right ear, making

the ear both shorter and narrower. Record

ed to his son.”

“Cornelius Couwenhoven, his mark

is a fork on the right ear and a small cut in

on the underside of the left ear. Recorded

to his son.”

“Peter Wicofl, his ear mark is a hole

through the right ear and a piece cut aslope

off the upper or foreside of the left ear,

making the ear both shorter and narrower.”

“April 25, 1698, John Schenck, his ear

mark is a crape of the top of the near ear

and a half penny on each side of same ear.”

Second. Albert Williamse VaDCOUWBII-

hoven, born at Flatlands, L. I., December

7, 1676, marriedl éliiere agput 170% Neeltje

Schenck a i in onmou county

gut »,1»si:)“-",S.etg 1,13 /7'»..-9
'Iil1ird. acob W11 iamse b7anCouwen

hoven, born at Flatlands, L. I., January 29,

1679, married there November 12, 1705,

Sarah Schenck and died at Middletown,

Monmouth county,~$lJ

Thus a very close re a ionship, both by

blood and intermarriage, existed between

the two Schenck brothers, and the three Con

over brothers who first settled here, and who

are the ancestors of all who now bear those

names in Monmouth county.

The name VanCouwenhoven, as the Dutch

language yielded very slowly but surely to

the English tongue, underwent several chan

ges both in spelling and pronunciation. Our

early court and church records show some of

these changes. The "Van” was dropped

and name spelled Couwenhoven or Kowen

hoven. Then Cowenhoven, next Coven

hoven or Covenoven, and finally Conover.

This family have been in America nearly

three centuriw. As the original progenitor

came here in 1630, another generation, or

32 years from prent date, will complete

this period since the Conover tree was first

planted in the new world. Very few famil

ies in the United States of Netherland blood

can show such an ancient lineage, about

which there can be no doubt. Neither can

any family show greater fidelity in their

obedience to the scriptural injunction “to

increase and multiply in the land.” If all

the male and female descendants of Wol

phert Garritson VanCouwenhoven now in

the United States could be gathered together

in one place it would bea mighty multitude.

Neither do Iknow of any of this name

who has been convicted of any infamous

crime. Their family history is remark

ably free from all dishonorable stains. While

none of them have achieved fameas authors,

ministers, presidents, generals, or million

aires, yet on the other hand they have

generally occupied respectable positions,

led useful lives, and been good citizens.

That is, the Conovers are not found at

either extreme of the social scale but

on the safe middle ground. During the

stormy days of the Revolution I do not

know of a single Conover, Smock, Schenck

or Vanderveer in Monmouth county who

was a tory. On the contrary so far

as I can learn, they were all sturdy, uncom

promisin patriots. Many of them, like

Captain acob Covenhoven, Colonel Barnes

Smock, Captains John and William Schenck

and Tunis Vanderveer, did yoeman service

both in council and battle for their country.

During the late war of the rebellion the rec

ords of our state show that over 50 Schencks

and over 70 Conovers served in the New

Jersey regiments. I thereforecan sincerely

say that I do not know of any family of

Dutch descent who have a better right to

celebrate the year 1930, the tricentennial of

their residence in America (now only 32

years off) than the Conovers and their kins

men among the Smocks, Schencks and Van

derveers. They can then sing with gusto

and truth the following verses and no one

can question their right to do so, or the pro

priety of such a tricentennial jubilee.

Ye sturdy Dutchmen, now arise,

Stand up in a row.

For singin of the ancient times,

We're going for to go:

When this fair land on every hand

Was opled by the Dutch,

And al the rest however blest,

They did not count for much.

Of centennial celebrations,

We've had some two or more;

These upstarts of an hundred years,

But one find in their score,

And tho' they boast a mighty host,

“Four Hundred,” brave and fair;

We quietly look in History's book

And fail to find them there.

CHORUS.

I am a Van. ofa Van, ofa Van, ofa Van.

Ofa Van of a way back line;

On every rugged feature

Ancestral glories shine,

And all our band in kinship stand,

With all that's old and flue.

I'm a Van, ofa Van, ofa Van, ofa Van,

Of a Van, ofa way back line.



TRAITS OF CONOVER CHARACTER. FANCIFUL

ORIGIN OF THE NAME.

I have sometimes heard the in uiry, what

does “Covenhoven” mean in the w Dutch

language?

This question I cannot answer, although

many years ago, I heard s gentlemen of this

family give the following explanation:

He said that in the early settlement of

Lon Island, a Hollander with a long jaw

hreaiing name, had taken up his residence

near Gravesend. His nearest neighbors

were English people,who had followed Lady

Deborah Mood from Massachusetts Bay.

They were una le to understand his Dutch

talk any better than he understood their

foreign speech. Neither were they able to

ronounce his name. Near his house he

ad erected on four posts an old fashioned

oven. Such ovens were quite common in

Monmouth county fifty years ago. They

had a level brick bottom, some three or four

fleet wide, and eight or ten in length. This

was arched over with brick. Light dry fuel,

like old fence rails, was placed in the oven

and fired. When the wood was consumed

and the oven thoroughly heated, the bread,

pies or other things to be baked,were shoved

ll] with a long handled iron shovel. The

door was then closed until the articles were

thoroughly done. This Hollander also own

ed a cow,which had been brought over from

his old sea-home, and was a highly rized

animal in those early days. One col win

ter’s night, a pack of hungry wolves ap

proached very close to his dwelling. Their

fierce howling frightened the cow,so that she

broke out of the shed,and ran wildly around

the house. Coming in contact with the oven

on four posts she kicked it over. This inci

dent was talked about by the English neigh

bors who, unable to pronounce his name,

described him as the man whose cow kicked

over, or went over the oven. This was soon

abbreviated into “Cow-and-oven,” or “Cow

n-hoven.” This is doubtless a fanciful ex

planation. Like those given by Washing

ton Irving in his Knickerbocker History of

New York,of the meaning or origin of Dutch

surnames, based on the erroneous idea, that

Dutch names have a meaning like English

words of “idem sonans.”

Although this old “VanCouvenhoven”

name has been often changed, yet the genu

ine Conovers retain in a marked degree the

ghysical and mental characteristics of the

atavian and Frisian race from which they

spring. That is, where they have not inter

married too often with French, Irish, Eng

lish or other foreigh people.

The real Couvenhoven, whose Dutch blood

is unadulterated, is generally a fine looking

specimen of the “genius homo.” Robust

and well proportioned in person, square

shouldered and deepchested,with ruddy com

lexion, light blue eyes and sandy hair.

luff in manner, sincere and frank in ex

pression of his opinions, honest in his deal

ings and grim and tenacious in resolution.

Trickery, deceit and show he detests, and

would rather be underestimated than over

estimated by other people. He wants the

substantial things of this life and not the

mere show or appearance of things. That is,

he would choose anytime a square meal of

pork and potatoes, rather than a fine or

fashionable suit of broadcloth, with jewelry

to match, on an empty stomach. Such are

some of the traits of the genuine Couven

hoven, if a true descendant of the first Hol

landers of this name. And there ought to be

many genuine Conovers in Monmouth. The

late Rev. Garret (3. Schenck told the writer

that there have been 150 marriages in Mon

mouth county, since 1700 where both the

bride and groom were of this name. The

three brothers who settled here, must have

been men of marked individuality, great

vigor, and force of character. For a century

after their settlement, or in 1800, their res

pective descendants were spoken of as three

separate or distinct branches or families.

The late Samuel Conover, who was twice

sheriff of Monmouth county. often remarked

that there were three kinds of Conovers,

and distinguished as the “Lop-eared” Con

overs, the “Big-foot” Conovers and the

"\\’ide-mouth” or “Weasel” Conovers.

The lop-eared variety were so called be

cause of their protubernnt ears, set at right

angles with the head. They were noted for

their up-to-date farms, substantial buildings
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and good strong fences. Their crops in the

rear of their farms were as well cultivated

and looked as go0d,as those next to the pub

lie highway, for none of them liked “Pres

byterian” farming, as they called it. They

liked to set a good table with full and plenty

on it, and the “wayfaring man, if half de

cent in looks, who happened to come along

at meal time, was never denied a seat at

their table.

The “Big-foot” Conovers, although sadly

lackin in the standard of beauty which

prevai in the Celestial empire, are never

theless a fine looking people. Some of the

most handsome men and most beautiful

women,ever raised in Monmouth county can

be found among the difierent generations of

the big-foot variety. They, too, liked good

bigfarms, solid and comfortable buildings for

man and beast, with well filled barns, well

stocked cellars and smoke houses, with true

friends and neighbors to gather around the

blazing fire,and partake of the good cheer of

their homes.

The “Wide-mouth” or “Weasel” Cone

vers, were nerally tall and wiry men.

Polished an polite in manners, smooth and

pleasant in speech, and very well groomed

in appearance and dress. Fond of fast horses

and elegant carriages, of fashionable cloth

ing and expensive jewelry. This variety of

the Conovers were also very successful in

horse trading, in running for oflice and also

occasionally in “bucking the tiger,” when

led into it by bad company. In fact they

were at homein any business which required

diplomacy or extra finesse.

How this description given by SheriffSam

Conover tallies with the real facts the reader

can judge for himself. I merely repeat the

current gossip without vouching for its accu

racy. Although I can safely say that so far

as successful horse trading and oflice getting

goes, nobody has ever beat the Couvenhovens

in Monmouth county, unless it is the Hen

dricksons, Schencks, Smocks or Vander

veers, who are really nine-tenths Conover

by blood and intermarriage for some 300

years.

 

THE WILL OF JAN SCHENCK, AND SOME OF HIS

DESCENDANTS. '

Jan Schenck, who settled on and owned

the farm, now owned by Edgar Schenck in

Holmdel township, was a VanUouwenhoven

on his mother’sside. He likewise married

an own cousin, Sarah Couwenhoven, who

was a sister of the three three brothers of this

name, who all married Schenck wives and

settled in Monmouth county.

His will was executed September 7th, A.

D. 1746, proved J nne 3rd, 1753, and is now

on record in the ofllce of Secretary of State

at Trenton, N. J., in BookF of W ills, pages

262 etc.

The following is a true copy of this will:

In the name of God Amen:

The seventh day of September in the twentieth

year of the Reign of our Soverei n Lord George

the Second by the grace of od over Great

Brttian King, etc. Annoq Domni one thousand

seven hundred and fonrty six. I, John fichenck,

Sen., of Middletown in the Count; of Mon

mouth and Eastern Division of the rovlnce of

New Jersey, eoinan, being in health of body

and of sound and erfect mind and memory

thanks be given to od; therefore calling unto

mind the mortality of my body and knowing

that it is appointed for all men once to Die, do

make and ordain this my last will and Testa

ment. Thnt is to say Princi ally and first of all

I give and recomend my Sou into the hands of

God that gave it, and my Body I recomend to the

Earth to be buried in Christian like and decent

manner at the discretion of my Executors

hereafter mentioned, nothing doubting but

at the General Resurrection I shall receive

the same again by the mighty ower of God;

and as touching these wordly t ings and Es

tate wherervit it has pleased God to bless me

in this life, I give, Devise and Dispose of the

same in manner and form following. Viz: Im

p)rimis1Will and positively Order that all my

ebts and Funeral charges be paid and flilly

discharged in convenient time after my Decease

by my Executors hereafter mentioned. Item: I

give and bequeath to Sarah, my dearly beloved

wife (and h<reby order that she shall ave) the

full and sole use and ossession and benefit of

all and singular m' state Real and Personal

after my decease o what nature or kind soever

or whcresoever the same may be found to be be

longing to ine, byany way or means whatever

the use benefits and profits thereof, and eve

part and parcel thereof to be received by an

elong unto her for and during her natural life.

'lhat is to say for the support of herself and

maintenance of my loving son John Schenck, so

longasiny above said wife's natural life shall

continue. Item: I give, bequeath and Devise

unto my aforesaid son, John Schenck. after the

decease of my aforesaid loving wife, Sarah

Schenck, all and singular my Lands and Tene

ments, meadows and Rights to Lands and

meadows that! shall die possessed of or that

shall by any way or means belong unto me at

the tiuie of my decease; the same iininediately

after the decease ofmy aforesaid wife, to be r.e

ceived held possessed and Enjoyed by my said
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son, John Schenck, his heirs and assigns for

ever to his and their own proper use, benefit

and behoof forever. He performing, fulfillin

and paying what is hereinail-er by me appoint

for him to pay and discharge as legacies to his

brothers and sisters as follows: Viz: It is my

will and desire and I do hereby order that -my

said son, John Schenck. shall pay unto my two

sons, Roelof and Peter, and their seven sisters

in equal lportions the sum of four hundred and

lllty pounds current money of the Province

aforesaid at eight shillings the ounce; the one

halfin two years and the other half in five years

after the Decease ol' the longest liver be it either

me or my wife; that is twenty-five pounds to

each of my said nine children at two years and

twenty-five pounds more to each oi them at the

end of five years after the decease of the longest

liver of us two; that is me and my wife. I do

further order and it is my will and desire that

the flily pounds that falls to my daughter Sarah be

equally divided between my said Daughter Sarah

and all her children. as we l as those she had by

Johannes Voorhees, as those she had by Hen

drickVoorhees; also in case of the Death ofeither

of my two sons or seven daughters or that one or

more of them shond die before they have received

their part of the said sum of four hundred and

fltty pounds, then my will and desire is and I do

here y strictly charge and order that the share

or part thereof that should be aid to such so

Dying shall be by my said Son ohn, paid to the

Heirs of their Body or Bodies tbem surviving;

also it is my will and desire that after the de

cease of the longest liver of us two; that my

said son John shall have his outfit of my mov

able Estate in quantity and qnalit equal with

his Brothers and Sisters as they h of me when

they left me, and it' any of my movable Estate

be then left, I will and devise it may be equally

divided between all my children. And in crme

my said Son John Dies before he is seized and

possessed ofthe said Estate in fee simple, then

Igive and bequeath the same to my two sons

and seven daughters. viz: that the w ole Estate

given as above ssid to my said Son John shall be

sold to the highest bidder amongst my chil

dren, and the money thence arising shall be

esquall Divided amongst my two Sons and

seven aughters in the same .manner as the

aforesaid four hundred and fifty pounds is to be

Divided in every respect whatever. But it is my

Will and Desire anything herein contained to

the contrary notwithstanding that m said Son

John at the time of his Desease have ssue of his

Body, lawfull~ begotten al'ho it be before he is

in actual possession; that if his Ex. shall perform

in ever; particular what is herein by me or

dered; t at then the whole Estate given to him

as aforeaid shall be and remain to his lawful

Heirs and assigns forever. Item: I ive and be

queath unto my Son. Roelof Schenc , the sum

of Ten pounds money at eight shillings to the

ounce with interest, to Barr him of further

Claims to my Estate or part thereof either Real

or Personal as Heir-at-Law or otherwise ex

cept what is herein before given and bequeat ed

to him) the sum of Ten pounds to be paid to him

by my Executors in convenient time alter my De

cease. \nd lastly I do hereby make. ordain,

constitute and appoint my beloved wife, Sarah

Schenck, and my loving Son. Roelof Schenck.

Executrix and Executor of this my last Will and

Testament hereby utterly disallowin , revoking

and disannulling all and every ot er former

Testament, Wills, Legacies and Bequests and

Executors by me in any wise before named

willed and bequeathed, ratifying and confirm

ingthis and no other to be my last Will and

Testament.

In witness whereof I have here unto Set my

Hand and Seal, this ds and year above written.

AN Scrumcx. L. s.]

This Will contained in two half side s eet of

aper. the one of fourty-seven lines, the other of

ourty-one lines without any alterations or in

terlinations was signed, sealed and pronounced

by the said Jan Sc enck, to be his last Will and

Testament in Presence of Roelof Couvenhoven,

Garret Schenck, Tho. Craven.

The foregoing is a true copy Executed by

Tao. Burrow.

Jan Schenck and his wife were buried

in the old Schenck and Couvenhoven bury

ing ground, which lies at the corner of the

farms of Edgar Schenck, Theodore R.Thorne

and Henry Conover, about half a mile from

Hohndel village and near the turnpike to

Keyport. This grave yard has lately been

cleared up and put in order by Mrs.

Lydia l-Iendrickson Schenck Conover,

daughter of the late Daniel P. Schenck

and widow of Dr. Charles A. Con

over of Marlboro. It was a very

creditable work for which she deserves

commendation. She has also devoted much

time and labor to tracing up an accurate

record of the descendants of Jan Schenck

from church records, inscriptions on old

tombstones,and private family papers scatter

ed through many farm houses mliolmdel

and the adjacent townships. She has thus

completed a genealogy which can be depend

ed on for accuracy. I am indebted to her

for nearly all the dates of births, deaths and

marriages contained in this paper. She has

accomplished a work which will be more

appreciated in the future than though she

had erected a costly monument of marble

over their graves. She has honored the

memory of a virtuous, hardy and.industri

ous race of men and women, who laid the

foundation of the solid respectability and

prosperity which their descendants have so

long enjoyed in Monmouth county and

elsewhere in the l'nited States where they

have settled.

Some of the descendants of the two

Schenck brothers who settled here over two

centuries since, like Gen. Robert C. Qchenck

of Ohio, Admiral Findlay Schenck and

others, have left names famous all over our

our country for ability and patriotism.

Jan Schenck by his wife, Sarah Couwen

hoven, had the following children:

Roelof, b. February 21, 1692, married

(ieesie, daughter of Sheriff or Capt. Daniel

Hendrickson; d. January 19, 1766.

Sarah, b. 1696, married May 16, 1721,

Johannes Voorhees of New Brunswick, N.

J. Second husband, Hendrick Voorhees of

Freehold township.
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Altje, baptized May 25, 1705, married

Chrystjan VanDooren, d. 1801.

Rachel, b. February 19, 1709, is said to

have married a Boone of Kentucky.

Maria, b. August S, 1712, married Jac.ob

VanDooren and died October 31, 1756.

Leah, b. December 24th, 1714, married

December 17t 1735, Peter Couwenhoven

and died March 14, 1769.

William, baptized April 13, 1718, died

young.

Jaunetje, baptized April 12, 1719, married

Bernardus Verbryke, who is said to have

settled at Neshaminy, Pa.

John, b. June 27, 1722, married June 28,

1750, Nellie Bennett; d. December 24, 1808.

Anlje, b.-———married Arie Van Dooren.

Peter, b. married first Jannetje Van

Nostrand, second, Jannetje Hendrickson.

John, to whom the father devised all his

real estate, lived and died on the homestead

farm in Pleasant Valley.

John Schenck,by his wife,Nellie Bennett,

who was born November 29, 1728, and died

June lst, 1810, had following children all

born on the farm in Pleasant Valley:

*John Schenck, b. June 19, 1752.

Chrineyonce, b. September 18, 1753, died

young.
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*William, b. March 30, 1755.

Ida, b. February 1, 1757.

Sarah, b. February 13, 1759, married

Rulifi', son of Hendrick Schenck and Cath

arine Holmes, her own cousin, December

22, 1774; d. April 13th, 1811.

Chrineyonce, b. December 29, 1760, mar

ried 1\'ot-ember 20, 1793, Margaret Polhe

mus; d. March 15, 1840.

Peter,~. Hay ' 7, 1763, mar

ried -Am-na~0gden. /7d ol

Nellie, b. January 13, 1765, married Oc

tober 20, 1785, Joseph H. Holmes, died

June 5, 1838.

Annie, b. November 15, 1766, married

December 28, 17S6, Denyse Hendrickson.

Mary, b. January 23, 1769, d. May 12,

1772.

Daniel, h. April 1, 1771, married ()ctober

13. 1793, Catharine Smock, d. August 9,

1845.

Mary, b. April 19, 1775, married John U.

Stillwell, March 25, 1806, died September

29, 186.l.

 

‘John and William, the two oldest sons

above removed to Ohio and settled there.

DUTCH TENACITY AS SHOVVN BY THEIR LOVE

FOR THEIR CHURCH.

Roelof Schenck, the eldest son of Jan

Schenck and Sara Couvenhoven, his wife,

had no real estate devised to him under his

father’s will although he was appointed one

of the executors. The reason of this was

that he had acquired a large tract of land at

and in the vicinity of what is now Brade

velt station, Marlboro township, then a part

of Freehold township. The younger son

John, had doubtless remained at home work

ing on his father’s farm. He was 28 years

old when he married Nellie Bennett. When

his father’s will was executed he was unmar

ried, while the eldest son Roelof had been

married some thirty years, and had eight

children and also grandchildren at this time.

llis dwelling house stood near the site of

the Brick Church, about two or three hun

dred yards south of the public road, which

now passes by the Brick Church and about

500 hundred yards east of the railroad track.

The buildings are now all gone. The lands

owned by him in this vicinity are now cut

up into several large and valuable farms,

some of which are still owned and occupied

by his descendants on the female side.

Rev. Theodore W. Wells in his memorial

address at Brick church, speaks of this

Roelof Schenck, and states he was called

“Black Roelof” and noted for his great

physical strength. He was also the per

son who selected the site of the church

edifice, where it has remained to this

day, by carting the first load of building

stones to the spot. On page 30-'1 in “Old

Times in ()ld Monmouth" are several ref

erences to this Roelof Schenck, who was quite

a noted business man in his day and active

in church work.

The first two Schenck brothers, Garret

and Jan, were among the first organizers

and supporters of the Dutch church in Mon

mouth county. Their names appear on the

early records, both as elders and deacous.

The majority of their descendants down

to the present day have generally sustained
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this church or the churches which have

sprung from it.

They have been married, their children

baptized and their funerals solemnized by

the clergymen of the Dutch church. Many

of them sleep their last sleep in the yard

adjacent to the Brick Church, as the tomb

stones show.

Rev. Theodore W. Wells has given us a

full history of the successive pastors of this

church, but the history of the cong egation

is, yet to be written. When it is, the hencks

and their kinsmen among the Hendricksons,

Vanderveers, Conovers and Smocks, will

occupy the most conspicuous places. And I

assert without fear of contradiction that the

progress and prosperity of the Dutch church

in America is due to the stability and tenac

ity inherent in the Dutch character, rather

than to any excellency in the church govern

ment or its polity, and ability of its trained

clergymen.

lmfacttheclergymen of thisdenomination

committed a great blunder when they drop

ped the name “Dutch” and called them

selvw the “Reformed Church.” This name

is applicable to the Episcopalians, Quakers or

any other of the many protestant sects, and

has no particular meaning.

Instead of resisting the detraction. ridi

cule and ahme, which originated in Eng

land, and was based on conflicting interests,

commercial rivalries and national prejudices,

which prevailed during the reign of Charles

ll, and which saturated all English litera

ture ofthat period, they weakly yielded to it.

This denunciation of Holland and the

Republican government and citizens of that

country was increased, through the bitter

malice and rank partizan feeling which pre

vailed in England during the reign of Wil

liam of Orange. As Macauley in his history

of England has shown, every eflbrt was made

by the adherents of the Stuart dynasty and

the papists to stir up English hate and pre

judice, by denouncing and ridiculing the

“Dutch” in order to overthrow their

“Dutch King” and the Stadtholder of the

Dutch Republicans.

This spirit was caught up by writers in

America and eagerly imitated until the word

“Dutch” became synonymous with all that

was vile, cruel, brutal and cowardly. In

stead ofresisting these slanderous charges and

falsehoods, and upholding the right and

truth as could have been done, the “Shep

herds of the Church" pusillanimously sur

rendered the old historical name, and the

glorious past which belonged to it. A res

pectable body of the laymen of this de

~I

nomination strongly objected to this

change, but before the matter was fairly un

derstood by the lay element, the “disgrace

ful deed was done.” It has been the lay

element of this denomination which has up

held and perpetuated this church in the

United States, and their consent should have

been obtained before the “standar ” or

“flag” was pulled down.

This fact is shown by the history of each

separate church, for the history of one, in its

general features, is the history of all which

have come down from the last century.

The following article is from the pen of

Judge John Fitch, giving an account of the

old Dutch church at Schodack Landing,

Rennselear county, N. Y. The writer is a lin

eal descendant of the Colonial governor of

Connecticut of same name, and, I am inform

ed, of unmixed English descent.

Like Macauley and Motly, he rises above

the narrow prejudices and supercilious arro

gance and self righteousness which charac

terize so many En lish writers and their

servile imitators in . ew England, when they

write of Holland or its people We have

had lately a specimen of this same spirit in

the English rpapers when they speak ofPaul

Krueger an the Dutch farmers of South

Africa or Boors as they so frequently call

them. Judge Fitch does not hesitate to

give others such credit asthey justly deserve

even when it impairs the extravagant claims

of the "Pilgrim Fathers” to all that is great

and grand in the early history ofour country.

The following is a true copy of Judge

Fitch’s article:

“About the year 1637 the Dutch began

the first settlement on the east side of the

Hudson river, between the mouths of Kin

derhook creek and a point about opposite

the present city of Albany, then a mere

trading post. The principal settlement was

on the present site of the village of Schodack

Landing. The first thing they did was to

build a log church at the landing. It was

located near the site of the present burying

ground. This was the origin of the church

now in existence at Mutzeskill, which is

either the third or fourth edifice.

“It was regularly incorporated in 1788 by

the name of “The Ministry, Elders and

Deacons of the Reformed Protestant Dutch

Church at Schodack.” In 1810 the church

edifice was removed back from the Hudson

river about two and a half miles to Mutzes

kill, where it still remains.

“The Hollanders were then, as their des

cendauts are now, firm, reliable Christians

few or no infidels among them. The des
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cendants of these men are to day more free

from cant, hypocrisy and “isms” than are

the descendants of the English. Compara

tively few, ifany of Holland descent, stray

away from the path of rectitude and virtue

or the protestant faith of their fathers; while

the English become Presbyteriaus, Metho

dists, Baptists, Catholics and frequently

what all decent people despise, skeptics or

religious reformers, which is another name

for hypocrites or inlidels. Such has been

the experience of those who have observed

the fate of the Dutch, Presbyterians, Metho

dists and Baptists of the vicinity of which I

speak.

“One of the reasons why the Hollanders

have so long retained and maintained their

foothold and standing in the valley of the

Hudson and also along the Mohawk is be

cause Of their tenacity and firmly fixed

moral and religious principles, temperate

habits and homely and disinterested virtues

They do not run about, emigrate from place

to place and are not continually on the go,

jump and run. They are not yearly movers,

are not easily moved from their fixed resi

dences, but are stable in all their ways.

"The residence of the Hollander can be

very readily distinguished from that ofother

nationalities, because his residence once se

lected, the location becomes his home and at

once he sets to work to improve it. Build

ings, fruit trees, gardens and shrubbery are

put up, planted, looked after and cared for.

“The fences are in a still better condition,

and the farm is more carefully cultivated

than the farms of those who are moving

from place to place and who never, as it

were, live any where long.” The Hollander

has been true to his country’s principles of

liberty and religion and he has steadily

adhered to the Reformed Dutch church here

in the State of New York. The Protestant

religion holds its own firmly imbued in

the mind of the Hollander.

“It is a singular fact that when a Reform

ed Dutch church is established, it is there to

stay. In very few instances has a Dutch

church been abandoned when once fairly

established in the valley of the Hudson.

“It lives, pros rs. and holds its own

although surroun ed by Catholics, Metho

dists, Episcopalians and other persuaeions.

The Dutch church did its full share and

more in spreading the cause of our Saviour

from 1637 to 1785 than all the other per

suasions in the colony of New York.

“Time has rolled on, but still the distinc

tive mark of the Hollander remains. The

church at Schodack Landing may be said to

be the mother church of the Dutch churches

on the east bank of the Hudson river.”

This account comes from a man whose

judicial experience, associations and Eng

lish descent place it above all suspicion of

bias or partiality. By simply changing

name of church and location, it is applicable

to the First Dutch church of Monmouth

county, as well as other old churches in New

Jersey of this denomination.

The same kind of people founded and sus

tained lhem, and the same results have fol

lowed. Our forefathers from Holland had

real practical faith and trust in God. They

believed He cared for them in the wilderness

of the New World, surrounded by the fierce

Mohawk warriors, the perils, diseases and

hardships oftheir pioneer life, as He had in

their memorable struggle of 80 years with

Spain and the popish hierarchy. This

church of their fathers had been born

“amidst perils, tears and blood;” its count

less martyrs were subjected to all the cruel

ties and tortures Spanish malice, treachery

and bigotry could inflict or the inquisitora

could invent, and their deeds of courage,

sacrifice and endurance have never been ex

celled in the annals of human history. The

persecutions of the Puritans in England or

of the Presbyterians in Scotland were but

child’s play compared to the wholesale mass

acres and tortures of the Dutch people by

that Spanish Nero, Philip Il, and that fiend

incarnate, the Duke of Alva. Instead of

weakly yielding to the abuse, ridicule and

detraction which had been heaped on the

“Dutch,” “The Shepherds of the Church”

should have repelled with indignation the

mere suggestion of dropping the “historic

name.” Instead of being ashamed they

should have gloried in their name, and with

united hearts and voices raised to heaven

the anthem:

“From out the sea, O. Motherland.

Our fathers plucked thy hillowy strand;

As from the deep.

Where treasures sleep,

The pearl rewards the daring hand.

And when far angrier billows broke,

Of bigot hate and wars fell stroke,

Our sires withstood

This sea of blood,

With hearts no tyrants hand could yoke.

The thrift that wrought, like Moses’ rod,

A ath where man had never trod;

'hat highway kept,

By storm unswe t,

A land unpromise yet from God.

A land where genius flamed with power,

Where learning earned its glorious dower,

Where commerce sped

With boundless tread,

And art bloomed forth in beauteous flower.
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A land where knowledge grew for all,

Where conscience knew no gyve or thrall;

Where exiled bands

From other lands,

Bore truth, that made old errors fall.

That land can well afford to be

The theme of Irving's pleasautry;

And toss the jest

From off its crest,

As oil' it tossed the mocking sea.

Our hearts untraveled high expand,

To read thy record strangely grand;

With tongue aflame,

We call t y name.

And prondly own thee, Motherland.”

—Vanns'.a.

Roelof Schenck not only owned the lands

around what is now the Marlboro Brick

church, but he lived and died in his dwel

ling house near this spot. He also married

the daughter of Daniel Hendrickson, who

was one of the principle organizers of the

Dutch church of Monmouth county, and one

of its earliest elders. His name and the

name of his wife, Catharine VanDyke,appear

among communicants of this church as early

as 1709. Daniel Hendrickson came from

Long Island and settled on the farm now

owned by his great-great grandson, Hon.

\\'illiam Henry Hendrickson at Holland in

Holmdel township. He was the first person

of Holland descent to hold the oflice of high

sheriff of this county, and he was also an

oflicer of the county militia. He was very

active in all church work, and often con

ducted service on the Sabbath in absence of

any regular clergyman. The late Rev. G.

C. Schenck had in his possession a sermon

printed in Dutch language which had been

written and delivered by this Daniel Hen

drickson.

Roelof Schenck married Geesie, one of

his daughters and Jonathan Holmes mar

ried Tuniche, another daughter. Their

names also appear among communicants of

this church on pages 86-87 of Wells’ memor

ial address. Roelof Schenck and Jonathan

Holmes, his sons in-law, were appointed ex

ecutors of his will and settled up his estate.

Hendrick, a son of Roelot Schenck married

Catharine, a daughter of Jonathan Holmes,

his own cousin, and his and her children

were therefore doubly the grandchildren of

this Daniel Hendrickson.

Roelof Schenck and his wife, Geesie Hen

drickson, together with their son, Hendrick

Schenck, and his wife Catharine Holmes, are

all buried in the Schenck-Couwenhoven

burying ground in Pleasant Valley, Holmdel

township.

ROELOF SCHENCK AND 1~us DESCENDANTS.—A

WOMAN OF GREAT

Roelof Schenck, by his wife Geesie Hen

drickson, had the following children:

Sarah, b. May 22, 1715, married December 1,

1731, Joseph VanMater or Van Metteren. as spell

ed on records of the Marlboro Brick church. He

was a son of Kriin or Chrineyonce Van Hater

and Nelly VanCleal'. his wile Sarah, died Septem

ber 1, 1748.

Katrinlje, baptized March 19,1717. died young:

Kalrya or Cathanne, baptized December 2 s ,

1718, married first, Simon Deliart, second,Peter

Couwenhoven.

Jan. b. January 22. 1721, married November 26.

1741, Jacomintje Couwenhoven, died January

27th. 1749.

z0Daniel, baptized May 26, 1723, died September

' .1747.

Neellje, h. September 10, 1724 married October

13. 17-H, Garret Couwenhoven, died March, 25,

1800.

Engellje, ba tlzed A ril Z8, 1732. . .

Hendrick, rn Ju y 29. 1731, marrr d his

own cousin. Cathari ’e, dau hter of Jonathan

Holmes and Tunicbe Hendrlc son, his wife. and

died August 24, 1766. at the early age of thirty

five years. Catharine Holmes. his wi['e,was horn

May 11. 1731, died May 12.1796. It is said she

married a second husband, one John Schenck, of

Penns Neck.

BUSINESS CAPACITY.

Roelof Schenck made his will April 10,

1765, proved March 3, 1766, and is now on

record in secretary of state’s oflice at Tren

ton in Book I of Wills, page 93, etc.

He describes himself asa resident of Free

hold township, which then included that

art of Marlboro township where he resided.

e gives to his grandson, Rulifi', his land at

the Point. To his grandsons, Ruliff and

Cornelius, the plantation he bought of Peter

Yoorhees. To his daughter, Nelly Couwen

hoven, one hundred acres of land near the

church. All the rest of his lands called

Timber Neck, he devised in fee to his son,

Hendrick, subiect to payments of legacies

amounting in all to eleven hundred and

twenty pounds as follows:

To his granddaughter, Geesie Schenck,

£280. To his six grandchildren, the chil

dren of his daughter, Catharine Couwenhov

en,vi1: Simon Deliart, Geesie DeHart,Jacob

Couwenhoven, Rulifl' Couwenhoven, Mary

Couwenhoven and John Couwenhoven,.£280,
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share and share alike. To his three grand

children, the children of his daughter, Sara

VanMater, £280, share and share alike.

To his daughter, Nelly Couwenhoven, £280.

He also speaks in this will of the children of

his deceased son, John. Hendrick Schenck,

his son, and Garret Couwenhoven and Peter

Couwenhoven, two of his sons-in-law are

appointed executors. The will is witnessed

by William Tiee, Cornelius Couvenhoven

and John Tice.

This Roelof Schenck was a noted man in

his day and did considerable business for

others in the way of settling estates, etc. He

served as foreman of the grand jury at the

October term, 1754,of our county c0urts,and

his name also appears quite frequently in

public matters.

Hendrick Schenck, his son, died within a

year after his father. His will was made

August 23, 1766, proved September 12,

1766, and is recorded in secretary of state’s

oflice at Trenton in Book I of Wills, page

105, etc.

He devises to his only son, Ruliff, all his

personal and real property, subject to use by

his wife of half profits of his real and all

profits of his personal property until all his

children arrive at age. After this a fixed

amount has to be paid annually to the widow,

and she was also to have use of one room in

the dwelling house so long as she lived.

This will was evidently made while the tes

tator was sick and just before his death.

The injustice of some of the provisions made

trouble, and it is a warning that an impor

tant matter like the making of a will should

not be deferred until a man is on his death

bed. To make a fair and judicious will re

quires all the faculties of a well man. When

a man’s mind is clouded by sickness and his

time is short,it is impossible to make a will

which is just to all concerned. Such wills

generally make trouble. The devise of all

his real and personal estate to his son Ruliff

was further subjected to the payment of £160

to each of his four daughters, as they came

of age. He appoints his uncle, John

Schenck, of Middletowu township, and

Daniel Holmes and Obadiah Herbert of

Freehold township, executors. The same

persons witnem his will as witnessed his

father’s will the preceding year.

On the fly leaf of an old English Bible

still in existence, and which the writer has

seen is this inscription:

”Ann Holmes, her hook, given her by her

mother, Caty Schenck, July 10th, 1792.”

Then below is the following entry:

“Presented to Ann Crawford by her aunt, Ann

Holmes, l8l5.“

Between the Old and New Testament is a

record of the births of the children of Hen

drick Schenck and Catharine Holmes, his

wife as follows:

“Rulifflchenck was born April. 17, 1752.”

“Sarah Schenck was born May 26, 1755.”

“Mary Schenck was born March 17, 1757.”

“Jonathan Schenck was born July 19, 1761.”

“Catharine Schenck was born March 7, 1762.”

“Eleanor Schenck was born March 17, 1764.”

”Ann Schenck was born June 14, 1786.”

Of these children Sarah and Jonathan

died young.

Rulofl Schenck, the only surviving son,

married December 22, 1774, his own cousin,

Sarah, daughter of John Schenck and Nel

lie Bennett, his wife, of Pleasant Valley,

and died October 12, 1800. His wife was

born February 13, 1759, and died April 13,

1811. They are buried in the old Schenck

and Couwenhoven burying ground heretofore

described.

Mary married Jacob Couwenhoven, who

was known as “Farmer Jacob” on account

of his well cultivated and productive farm.

It is said that he was the most handsome

man of the day in Monmouth county.

Catharine remained single.

Eleanor was married January 27, l»7'97,/1'1

by Rev. Ben'amin Bennett to George Craw

ford of Mid letown Village, and died there

May 17, 1850. Her husband was born Dec

ember 5, 1758, and died July 10, 1834.

They are both interred in private family

burying ground on the Crawford homestead

at Nutswamp.

Ann married Jonathan or John Holmes

and died without issue.

Eleanor Schenck and her husband, George

Crawford, had the following children all

born on the homestead in Middletown Vil

lage: -

Mary, born January 12, 1800, married Novem

ber 20, 1817, William W. Murray, and is buried

by the side of her husband in grave yard of Bap

tist church at Middletown Village.

Ann, born February 22. 1801, married February

12th. 1833, by Rev. Doctor Milledoller to Rev.

Jacob TenBroeck Beekman; died at homestead

where she was born and had always lived. May

18, 1876; interred by side of her husband in Fair

view cemetery.

Adaline, born February 16, 1803, married John

Lloyd Hendrickson and is buried by her hus

band in private family bnryin ground on the

farm where she lived and die at Middletown

Village.

Eleanor, born January 26, 1805, died December

22,1823, unmarried; interred by her father and

mother in Crawford burying ground.

In Book K of Deeds, pages 380, etc., Mon

mouth clerk’s office, is the record of a deed

from John Schenck, surviving executor of
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Hendrick Schenck, deceased, to Catharine,

the widow of Hendrick Schenck, deceased.

This deed is dated February 25, 1785, and

consideration named therein as £1,000. The

land is described as situated in Freehold

township (now Marlboro) and as part of a

tract of land formerly belonging to Roelof

Schenck, deceased, and by him devised to

his son, Hendrick. After a particular des

cription by chains and links, a general des

cription is given as one hundred and ninety

acres, bounded northwardly by Rulifi

Schenck’s land, westwardly in part by lands

belonging to Dutch congregation and in part

by lands of James Vanl\'irk, southwardly by

Jacob Couwenhoven’s lands and eastwardly

by Garret Couwenhoven’s lands. Thus it

appears that the widow, although cut off by

her husband’s will from all interest in his

real estate except the use of one room in

the dwelling house, yet in 20 years there

after, obtained the absolute ownership of

that part of his real estate on which the

house and outbuildings stood, containing

190 acres. This is the same farm which

Hendrick S. Conover, son of Tunis Conover,

inherited and which hesold to John McClel

lan within the memory of many now living.

It is now owned by a son of the late Ruliff

Hend riclrson of Freehold.

Catharine Holmes Schenck, the widow, is

said to have been a woman of great energy

and business capacity. She made her will

December 1,2, 1795. It was proved May

31, 1796, and is on record in secretary of

state’:-- oflice at Trenton.

She gives her only son, Rulifi', (to whom

his father bad devised nearly all his property)

five shillings. The above homestead farm

of 190 acres, she devises in fee to her three

youngest daughters, Catharine, Eleanor and

Ann, share and share alike. She gives her

eldest daughter, Mary, wife of Jacob Cou

wenhoven, £200. She gives to her daugh

ters, Catharine and Eleanor, her two negro

slaves, Jack and Jude, and her old negro,

Brom, who is to be kept on the farm and

supported for life by her two daughters.

Her negro woman, Elizabeth, she gives to

her daughter, Ann Holmes. Her large

looking glass and a smaller one with all her

tables are given to Catharine and Eleanor,

and her third looking gla to her daughter,

Anne. All residue of her movable property

is to be equally divided betweeen her three

youngest daughters whom she also appoints

executrices. '

This will is singular for that period be

cause of the appointment of females to settle

the estate. She must have held advanced

ideas on the rights of women. Daniel Her

bert, Thomas Herbert and Daniel Peacock

were subscribing witnesses to the will. Her

daughter Catharine never married but oc

cupied the homestead farm until her death.

She also became the sole owner of the farm.

A deed dated January 13, 1816, recorded

in Book Y of Deeds, pages 814, etc., Mon

mouth clerk’s oflice, shows that Ann Holmes,

one of the three daughters to whom the

mother devised this farm, had died intes

tate and without children, leaving three sis

ters, Mary Couwenhoven,Catharine Schenck

and Eleanor Crawford and the children of

their brother Rulifi Schenck, who had died

October 12, 1800, as her heirs at law. By

the above deed Eleanor Crawford and hus

band released all their interest in said real

estate to Catharine Schenck. This Cather

ine Schenck died unmarried June 5, 1816,

and is interred by her father and mother in

the Schenck—Couwenhoven burying ground,

Pleasant Valley. Her will was tnade May

7. 1816, proved July 1, 1816, and is record

ed in surrogate’s oflice of Monmouth county

in Book B of Wills, page10, etc. She gives

to her four nieces, Mary, Ann, Adaline and

Eleanor, daughters of her sister, Eleanor

Crawford, all her beds, bedding, wearing

apparel and household furniture except a

Dutch cupboard, to be equally divided be

tween them. She gives her nephew, Garret,

son of her sister, Mary Couwenhoven, $500.

She gave her four nieces above named $700

each to be paid in one year after her decease.

She gives the Dutch cupboard to her nephew,

Hendrick, son of her sister, Mary Couwen

hoven. She also devised to him the 190

acre homestead farm together with all resi

due of her real and personal property, in fee

subject to payment of above egacies. She

also appoints her nephew, Hendrick Couwen

hoven, sole executor. This Hendrick Cou

wenhoven was married March 31, 1805, to

Ann B. Crawford. One of his daughteis,

Rebecca,married Tunis Conover and was the

mother of William I. Conover who still

(1898) owns and resides on the farm where

his parents lived, in the township of Marl

boro, near the Brick church.



CHRINEYONCE SCHENCK AND HIS DESCENDANTS.

PROBASCO AND POLHEMUS FAMILIES.

Chrineyonce Schenck was a man well

known throughout i\Ionmouth county in his

day. Many anecdotes are told of his pecul

iarities and of his grim ways, and great

physical strength. His voice was very deep

and gruff, and when angry or in earnest, it

deepened into a roar, or as an enemy remark

ed, “Like the savage growl of a bear with a

sore head.” He was very bluff and open in

the expression of his opinions, and in his

likes and dislikes. His grim manner and

gruff words were however wholly superficial

for no man was more kind and considerate

to his wife, children and friends than he.

A well authenticated story is told of him

by a lawyer who was an eye witness of the

incident. He was foreman of a jury impen

neled in a very important civil case tried in

the Freehold court house. Among the

prominent lawyers employed by the plaintifl

was one of the Stocktons from Trenton or

Princeton. The defendant was a poor man

and had some unknown and young attorney

to represent him. The plaintiff was a man

of great wealth,and notorious for his shrewd

and unscrupulous methods of getting other

people's property. Mr. Stockton was select

ed to sum up the case and had of course the

closing speech. After speaking an hour

with great ability and eloquence, tearing the

arguments of his young opponent all to tat

ters, he noticed that the foreman of thejury

was leaning over in his chair with his arm

upraised and his head resting on his open

hand with this eyes closed. Thinking he

was asleep and provoked by his supposed in

attention, he abruptly stopped. Turning to

the court, he pointed his finger at Mr.

Schenck and said in an angry tone, “May

it please the Court, there is but little use to

argue this case to a sleeping juror.” In an

instant Chrineyonce Schenck sprang to his

feet, raising himself to his full height he

thundered out in his deep gruff voice. “I

am not asleep. I have heard all the evi

dence and have made up my mind from it

as my oath requires, and I want you all to

understand, that no lawyer by his smooth

gab can persuade me to find a verdict for a

scoundrel.” Angry and disconcerted by

this vehement explosion, Mr. Stockton not

only lost his temper but the thread of his

argument and after stumbling along for a

few minutes in an incoherent manner he sat

down.

Another anecdote is related of Chriney

once which shows his great bodily strength

and the mighty grip of his right hand. He

was attacked by a large and savage bull dog.

As the brute sprang at him he seized him

by the throat, and lifting him clear of the

ground held him out at arm’s length and

choked him to death. .

As the family records show Chriney

once Schenck and his son, John (7., married

Polhemns wives. This family is also of

Dutch descent,althougl1 like Lupardus, An

tonides, etc., they bear a Latin name. In

that case you can generally find that the

family is descended from aclergyman of the

Dutch church, sent out in early times by the

Cla$Si5.0f Amsterdam. It was quite com

mon for scholarsin that age to select a Latin

name, which expressed what their surname

meant in Dutch.

The Polhemus family in Monmouth and

Somerset counties are descendants of Rev.

Johannes Theodorus Polhemus, who had been

a minister at ltamaca in Brazil before coming

to the New Netherlands in 1654. He

preached at Flatbush in the morning and at

Brooklyn and Flatlands in the afternoon of

each Sunday until 1660. When Brooklyn

ohtained a minister in 1665 Dominie Polite

mns ceased to be connected with the church

at F|atbush,and removed to Brooklyn where

he died June 9th, 1675, the worthy and

beloved pastor of that church.

Among the freeholders and residents of

Flatbush, L 1., published on page 147, Vol.

3, ()’(Tallagan’s Documentary history of

New York, we find in the year 1698 the

name of Daniel Polhemns, who is credited

with six children, and Stoflel or Christopher

Probasco, who also had six children. These

two names, Probasco and Polhemns, have

long been identified with the agricultural

progress of that territory now included in

Atlantic township, this county. They have

stood in the front ranks of the successful and

prosperous farmers of this county in the

years gone by. The appearance of the



 

Front view of old dwelling on the farm of Garret Schanck, the pioneer

settler, in Pleasant Valley, N. ).

Photograph taken by Mrs. L. H. S. konover in summer 0f 1900.

 

Rear view of old dwelling on the farm of Garret Schanck, the pioneer

settler, in Pleasant Valley, N. J.

PlIUlz)gro|)h tal-fen by .\lr-. L. H. S. C<mover in summer of 1900.
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buildings and orchards on the old Polhe

mus hoinesteads at Scobey ville and the Pha

lanx today,bear silent, but undisputahle tes

timony to their industry, economy and in

telligenoe. Generally speaking the past

generations of this family have been zealous

and consistent church members. As I un

derstand, ason of Daniel Polhemus above

mentioned at Flatlands, named Johannes,

married in Brooklyn, Annatie, daughter of

Tobias 'IenEyck, and settled on a tract of

land at what is now Scobeyville. Their

names appear among the early communi

cants of the Marlboro Brick church. They

had three sons Daniel, Tobias and John.

Tobias removed to and settled in Upper

Freehold township and isthe ancestor of all'

now bearing this name in that part of our

county.

Daniel married Margaret, daughter of

Albert Cowenhoven and Neeltje, his wife,

hereinbefore mentioned and had three sons,

John, Albert and Tobias. John Polhemus

married Mary, daughter of Cyrenius Van

Mater and Abigail Leffert, his wife, and

one of their daughters, Margaret, married

(Jhrineyonce Schenck above mentioned. She

lived to agreat age, and was very fond of

talking about her youthful days. She would

often tell how she and her sister went to

church. She said they “rode and tied” and

“tied and rode.” “What is that grandma?”

her little grandchildren would ask. “Well,

my dears," she would say, “we all liked to

go to church, but the roads were poor and

roundabout; no bridges over the streams and

swamps, mere bridle paths. Father let my

sister and myself have a horse to ride. One

would mount and ride about a mile, while

the other walked, then she would dismount

and tie the horse to a tree and walk on.

When the other sister came up to the horse

she would untie him, get on and ride on a

mile before the sister who was walking, then

dismount, tie the horse and walk on, so al

ternately walking and riding they reached

the church, and i.n the same way returinng

home. This was to “ride and tie.”

Hon. Daniel Polhemus VanDorn, whose

mother was a daughter of Daniel Polhemus,

who owned and lived on the homestead at

Phalanx in Atlantic township, says he often -

heard his grandfather tell the story of h.is

father, Tobias Polhemus’ incarceration in

the old sugarhouse prison during our revo

hutionary war. It happened that Garret

Wyckoli of this county,was a prisoner at the

same time. He wasa warm friend of Tobias

Polhemus. It happened that he had often

entertained at his home a peddler wno resid

ed in New York city. This man hearing

of their wretched situation managed to in

troduce from time to time provisions to Gar

ret Wyckotf, who generously shared them

with Mr. Polhemus. This timely supply

barely saved them from starvation. So

emaciated did they become that Mr. Pol

hemus, when released, could span his waist

with his two hands. He said more Ameri

cans were killed by disease and starvation

in this prison and the prison ships than fell

in battle from bullets of the enemy.

Among the citizens of this county who

have borne the Polhemus name, were two who

commanded extraordinary respect and re

gard, Dr. Daniel Polhemus, who practiced

medicine at Englishtown and died there

March 1, l858, and Henry D. Polhemus, who

was Surrogate of this county from 1833 to

1848. David S. Crater, our present Surrogate,

told the writer,that the records show that he

was strict, accurate and methodical, in short

one of the best surrogates the county ever

had. He was a man of fine appearance, very

pleasant and gentlemanly and almost idol

ized by the eo le of Monmouth county.

He belonged), iiowever, to the Somerset

branch.

The reader will notice how the names

“Tobias” and “Daniel” appear from gener

ation to generation as(Jhristian names. This

fact was noticed over a century ago by some

unknown rhymnster, who put his observations

into the following doggerel, which has been

remembered because it expremesa truth,

although the poet’s name is forgotten.

By Koert or Rullff, n Schenck you may know,

C rineyonce or Cyrenius with VanMater doth go.

Garret or Jacob is a Couwenhoven name,

From generation to generation always the same.

Tobias or Daniel, without feathers or fuss,

Marks the kind and entle Polhemus.

Simon and Peter a yckoff does show,

Nor will they deny ’till a rooster doth crow.

Whether the present and future genera

tions will continue to use those old names, is

uncertain, for we are living in a transition

age when change seems to be in the very air.

Old customs and well established principles

are overturned for the mere sake of change

or something new.

Chrineyonce, son of John Schenck and

Neeltje Bennett, his wife, married Novem

ber 20, 1793, Margaret Polhemus, who was

born March 11, 1766, and died January 13,

1857. Their children were: ~

Mariah, b. February 2, 1795 married Garret

Rezo Conover. a well known farmer who lived

near Edinburg in what is now Atlantic township.

She died December 5, 1830.

John C., b. June 2, 1797, died August 22, 1799.



I

14 1:’.-IRL Y DUTCH SETTLE/85 OF .-1101\"1lI0 L "7'H.

Ellen and Eliza were twins, b. March 2, 1799.

Eliza died in infancy. Ellen married Jonathan

1. Holmes and died September 17, 1877.

Margaret, b. May 12, 1800, died March 10, 1885,

unnmrried.

John C., b. June 6. 1803, married Margaret Pol

hemus and died August 13, 1858.

Daniel Polhemus, b. May 12, 1805, married first

November 30, 1831, Lydia H . Lon trect, who

was born December 1s, 1809, and ied A ril 7,

1838; married second Mary Conover, Octo er 10.

1848. She was born June 8. 1822, died April 4,

1890. He died December 29. 1864.

Abigail, b. April 28, 1808, died May 30, 1825,

unmarried.

Daniel Polhemns Schenck and Lydia H.

Longstreet, his first wife, had the following

children:

Ellen L., b. November 2, 1832, married July 3,

1860, Stacy P. Conover, and died without chil

dren ,Augnst 18,1890. Her husband was born

June 5, 1828, and died on his farm near Wicka

tunk station. Marlboro township,August18, 1896.

He was a man of fine presence, commanding

stature, with pleasant genial manners and was

well known t roughout New Jersey and New

York city. He was deeply interested in and

always attended the meetings of the New York

Holland society.

Chrineyonce, b. February 21. 1838, died Febru

ary 17, 1839.

By his second wife, Mary Conover, he

had the following children:

Lydia Hendrickson. b. Jul 30, 1846, married

December 6, 1870, Dr. Chares A. Conover, a

physician who settled at Marlboro. He was born

‘ebruary 13,18-12, died November 2,1882, without

children.

John C., b. February 21, 1548, married Decem

ber 6, 1871, Charlotte L. Conover, who was born

Se tember 28, 1849.

liza V., b. January 5, 1850. married January 7.

1874, Henry D. VanMater, who was horn August

11, 1851.

Margaret Polhemns. b. March 27, 1854, married

December 20, 1875, William H., a son of the late

Tunis Van1)erveer DuBois, one oi the most suc

cessful and prosperous farmers in the township

of Marlboro, during the greater part of his life.

William H. DuBois was born February 9, 1851,

and . has two children by this marriage, viz:

Jennie S. and Daniel Schenck.

John C. Schenck and Charlotte L. Cono

ver, his wife, have had the following chil

dren:

Mary C., b. October 26, 1872, married August 7,

1896, William Lefferts Brown.

John L. 0., b. May 14, 1874, married November

28, 1897. Matilda C. Carson.

Nellie L., b. October 18, 1875.

Abbie M., b. January 9, 1879

Lu Etta H , b. July 30, 1883, died July 21,1885.

Mabel 1., . December 23. 1886.

Florence A.. b. September 7, 1887.

  

So far as this branch of the family is con

cerned we find no divorces, scandals or grass

widows. Neither do we find any member

but what has been a producer and helped

build up farms making many blades of grass

grow where few had grown. Nor one who

has lived out of public olfice by politics but

all by the sweat of their brow as tillers of

the soil.

 

RULEFF SCHENCK AND HIS DESCENDANTS.—

SOME OF THEIR PECULIAR TRAITS.

As has been stated before, Ruleff, the only

surviving son of Hendrick Schenck and

Catherine Holmes, his wife, married Dec.

22, 1774, his first cousin, Sarah, daughter of

John Schenck, who lived and died on the

homestead farm in Pleasant Valley. Rulifl

Schenck lived and died on his farm adjacent

to Bradevelt station, and was buried in the

Schenck Couwenhoven burying ground.

His children were:

Nellie, b. August 24, 1775, married Jan

uary 18, 1795, Thomas Shepard or Shep

herd. They removed to and settled in Ohio.

Hendrick, b. June 13, 1777, died single,

December 27, 1812.

Mary, b. June 15, 1779, married July 1,

1798, Elias Conover, died December 17,

1851. She was buried by her husband and

sons in the yard of Brick church. They

were the parents of three sons, viz:

John E., who owned and lived on the

farm lying west of Marlboro Brick church,

formerly the parsonage farm of this church.

After his death his son, Daniel P. ('ono

ver, owned and occupied it. He was well

known to present generation and only died

lately.

Hendrick E., who lived the latter part of

of his life in the town of Freehold, and was

well known to all our citizens for his quiet,

unobtrusive manners and his irreproachable

life and conduct. He owned two of the

finest farms in Marlboro township, one of

which includes the famous “T0panemus”

burying ground.” He left only one son,

John B., a licensed lawyer of this state and

at one time chosen freeholder of this town

ship. He was also an elder of the Presby

terian church of Freehold.

Rulifl- E. Conover, who lived and died on

his farm in Marlboro township, now owned

and occupied by his son, Holmes R. Cono

ver, who married Ada 8., daughter of John

Buckelew and his wife, Mary A. Griggs.

Ruliff E. Conover had three other sons who

are now deceased. They were:

Elias R., who married .\Iary Ann Wyckofl

and left one son, Peter Wyckofl, who still
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Headstone at grave of Catherine Sclumck in Schanck

Covenhovcn Yard.

Phvtngraph taken in 1899.
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ownes the farm where his father lived, adja

cent to Holmes R. Conover's farm.

John R., who married Mary Jane Van

Kirk, and Hendrick R.. who married Ann:

' . ' i kl . . T a ie

L’..‘2?‘.-.’.‘.-X’‘tt2 s . -....gw.§.g,$: .- e
John R., .'%.\Tay 3, '178Fl, .D8I','l8-T,. a'r

garet, daug ter of Roelof P. Schenck and

Elizabeth Gordon, his wife; died August

14, 1858.

Because of his stout,broad and barrel like

form he was called “Chunky John Schenck.”

He was also famous for his original ideas,

independent ways, mechanical skill and in

flexible resolution. One of his daughters

married Hon. William Spader of Matawan,

at one time lay judge of the Monmouth

county courts and well and favorably known

throughout this county. He left three sons

surviving him, John, Daniel and Providence,

who lived on the homestead farm he devised

to them. None of them married. They

were men who thought and acted for them

selves without regard to the usages and cus

toms of other people. Strictly honest and

truthful in their dealings, they gave employ

ment to many men and made their money

out of the soil. They were a great deal

better and more useful citizens than many

of the “Quid Nnncs” who talked about them

behind their backs and anticipated the

judgement of Heaven on them after they

were dead. Some of the people who thus

condemned them. had beams as big as a

“telephone pole” in their eye coin ared

with the mote in John’s Daniel’s and rov

idence’s eyes.

Jonathan R., b. December 15. 1782, mar

ried Sarah Peacock; died January 16, 1864,

leaving one son, Elias, who lived and died

on his fathefs farm in Marlboro township.

Many anecdotes are also told of this Jona

than R. Schenck.

Katherine, b. November 25, 1785, mar

ried December 16. 1806, Peter VanKirk;

died March 31, 1871. John VanKirk, who

now owns and occupies the farm adjacent to

“Old Scots Burying Ground” and who

married a daughter of the late John Segoine

of Smithburg, is a grandson.

Sarah, b. August 16, 1787, married Jan

uary 6, 1807, Garret I. Conover, died August

16, 1875.

Jacob, b. August 12, 1789, died November

15, 1790.

Jacob, b. September 13, 1793, died un

married December 22, 1859. He devised

his farm which lay between the farms of his

two brothers, John R. and Tylee, to the two

youngest grandsons of his sister Mary, wife

of Elias Conover, viz: Hendrick R. and

Holmes R. Conover. Holmes R. quit

claimed to his brother Hendrick, who devis

ed it to his widow in fee simple. She now

owns it.

Lydia, b. June 25, 1795, married April

4, 1815, Garret Schenck. They removed

to and settled in the state of Ohio.

Anne, b. November 26, 1797, married

September 27, 1814, J. Schuyler Walter,

died May 8, 1874.

Tylee, b. October 27, 1799, married Elea

nora, a daughter of John Schuyler Schenck,

died June 24, 1854, leaving two daughters

surviving him both of whom married Asher

H. Holmes, who now occupies the home

stead farm in Marlboro township. The

house which Tylee Schenck built is still

standing and is very pleasantly situated on

a knoll, on the west side of the turnpike

from Freehold to Matawan. The barns and

outbuilding are among the best in the coun

ty,and kept cleaner than some people’s dwell

ings. The dwelling house and grounds are

particularly noticeable for the neat and order

ly condition they always present. John R.

Schenck, Jonathan Schenck and Tylee

Schenck are all buried in the yard of the

Brick church. Hendrick Schenck and Jacob

Schenck are buried in the old yard in Pleas

ant Valley where their forefathers are all

buried.

The house in which John R. Schenck

lived was planned and built by him and is

yet standing. lt has probably been talked

about and excited more curiosity, than any

dwelling house ever erected in this county.

The stairway was constructed from a solid

log and the whole house put together in the

most durable and solid manner. A great

fence some twelve feet high surrounded the

house. The palings were fastened with bolts

and screws.

While John R. Schenck never meddled

in other people’s business, neither did he

permit anyone to interfere with him. He

strongly objected toany one shooting or kill

ing birds, rabbits or other game on his prem

ises. He insisted that life was as dear to

them as to the hunters who killed them.

A German from New York City not know

ing his character, came one day on his farm

with dog and gun. Mr. Schenck hearing a

report of the gun,went to him and told him to

go otT,as he allowed no shooting on his farm.

The German refused to go, whereupon he

was told that if he shot a single bird or rab

bit on that farm he would be shot. This

threat was greeted with a laugh of derision

and to show his utter contemp,the proceeded
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at once to shoot and kill a robbin. Hardly

had the report of his gun died away when

Mr. Schenck fired a load of shot in his legs.

As he fell .\Ir. Schenck said “Now you

know how a bird feels and if you ever shoot

another on these premises 1 will shoot high

er.” The wound was not serious, but after

this the wild game was not molested on that

farm.

The lightning struck and burned his barns

for two successive years. He then erected

small barns in diflerent fields all over his

farm. When the next thunder shower came

over he stood in his doorway and shaking

his clenched hand at the sky exclaimed

"Strike away, you can’t hit more than two

this time.” Some of his superstitious neigh

bors talked a great deal about this incident

and -accused him of defying “High Heaven”

and forthwith ad'udged him to be a “very

wicked man.” r. Schenck was a man of

strong rugged sense and knew that electricity

like the winds and frost, was an element of

nature and when he thought he had circum

vented their destructive forces he naturally

exulted over it. It is also said that he suc

ceeded in inventing “a perpetual motion

machine.” I cannot say as to this although

he was remarkably skillful and ingenious in

the use of tools. This talent seems a natural

one with the Schencks. As much so as

singing or music is a talent with a Smock,

and physics or medicine is with a Vander

veer.

Very few Smocks but are natural singers

or musicians, or as was said by another

many years ago:

”A hardy Smock who cannot sing

Is rare as a bird without a win ,

A brass bell that will not ring.’

Among the stories told of his brother,

Jonathan R. Schenck, is the following:—

He had a tombstone made and put u with

inscriptions all complete except the ate of

his death. He selected a quiet spot on his

farm for its location. He would often go

out and look at it. One day a neighbor

came along and asked why he had put up a

tombstone before he was dead, “For begad

you see, when l die my boys may get at log

gerheads and then the rascally lawyers will

get them into law, and use up all my pro

perty, and so you see poor old Jonathan

wop’t get any tombstone, at all at all, you

see, for begad, unless I put it up myselfand

so make sure of it.”

The third surviving son of Jan Schenck

and Sara Couwenhoven, his wife, as hereto- .

fore stated, was Peter. By his first wife,

Jannetje VanNostrand or VanOstrandt, he

had the following children.

Williamtje, baptized August 29,

young.

Jan baptized June 10, 1733.

Willlamtje, baptized April 6, 1785, married El

bert Williamson.

Sara, baptized July 17, 1787. -

Peter, baptized February 24, 1740.

Mary, baptized April 25, 1742.

1781, died

I think this son Peter, was the justice of

the peace whose name appears frequently in

our court records during and after the

revolutionary war. I am not sure, however,

of this.

By his second wife, Jannetje Hendrick

son, (maiden name) widow of Roelof Jacob

se Couwenhoven, whom he married in

1747, he had the following children:

Roelot' P., baptized January 22, 1749, married

Elizabeth Gordon.

Jannefe. baptized July 28, 1751, married John

Walter, ecember 5. 1769.

Leah, baptized November 9, 1755.

Francyntje, baptized March 7, 1762.

Antje, baptized September 80, 1753, married

Garret Conover.

Jan, son of Roelof Schenck, (black Roe

lof) and Geesie Hendrickson, his wife, mar

ried November 26, 1740, Jacominkey,

daughter of Cornelius Couwenhoven and

Margaretta Schenck, his wife. He died

June 27,1749, before his father. Their

children were -

Roelof, baptized September 19, 1742.

Cornelius, ba tized October 12, 1741.

Sara. baptiz Se tember 21, 1746.

Geesie, baptized ctober 23, 1748.



THE MASTERFUL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE

DUTCH WOMEN.

While speaking of the men of these Dutch

families, we must not forget the women.

The woman wasindeed the “King Pin,”

or rather the “Queen Pin,” around whom

the whole family life, ast, present and

future revolved. The old oman historians,

when describing the Tentonic tribes, often

mention, as something very singular, the

consideration and respect shown by these

“Barbarians” to their women, that they

were treated as the equals and in some cases

as the superiors of the men. In important

affairs the women were not only consulted

hut were entrusted with the management of

them. Sometimes they led the men in bat

tle. Among the Oriental and Latin races,

females were treated as the inferiors of the

males; as u!1Iru~l.Wurlhy and on the level

with children. They were caged in harems

among the Orientals, and secluded behind

barred windows and doors among the Span

iards, ltalians and other Latin peoples. The

Batavians or Fresians, from whom the

Netherland people spring, belonged to the

Tentonic race, and their regard and respect

for women was a national characteristic.

During the long war with Spain the Holland

women often fought in the front ranks, side

by side with their fathers, brothers, sons

and husbands.

During the reiges of some of the cities

when people fell dead from starvation in the

streets, and when it seemed as ifhuman beings

could not endure further suffering,the women

encouraged the men to hold out and suffer

death before surrendering to the hated Span

iard. Another trait of the Dutch women

which is always noticed and commented

upon by travellers through Holland, is their

extreme cleanliness Sweeping, washing,

mopping and scrubbing form a passion with

them.

Cleanliness is said to be next to godliness.

If this saying is true then the Holland

woman must “take the cake” for superlative

piety. Among the farm hou-es scattered

through Pleasant Valley, Atlantic, Marl

boro and other townships and occupied by

the descendants of the Dutch, these same

traits have been noticed about the women

folks. To soil the kitchen floor was deemed

a serious matter and the men in some houses

were required to take ofi their boots or shoes

or - before stepping over the sill of the kitchen

door.

House cleaning two or three times a year

was a solemn and important work, especially

so, ifit was suspected that a bed-bug had

effected an entrance into the domicile. Then

the “huisvrouw” was up in arms. Au angry

frown marred her usually placid features

and her tongue cluttered all day like the

machinery in agrist mill, giving commands,

orders, and urging “all hands” to the work

of hunting out and exterminating the pestif

erous insects. The house, from foundation

to turret, was deluged with floods of water

and soapsuds, so that the men folks had no

dry place where they could place their feet.

They therenpon retreated to the barn or

wagon house to get a little peace and com

fort,from the fierce rushing to and fro of the

angry vrouw and the ceaseless clatter of her

tongue. The bed clothes were also inspect

ed with a microscopic eye. The bedsteads

all taken apart, the furniture all moved, the

carpets all taken up, and beat and beat and

beat, and then hung on a line outdoors for

the free winds to blow away what little dust

there was left. In short the whole house

was turned topsy turvy and there was no

rest, peace or comfort for anybody, but more

especially for the unfortunate bed bug, who '

wished he had never been born. After the

whole house had thus been deluged and

scrubbed, if the vrouw still suspected there

was yet a solitary bed bug lurking in a deep

crack of the floor or walls, she brought up

her heavy artillery in the shape of scalding

water and bed-bug poison, and poured that

into his hiding place,until the miserable in

sect gave up the ghost. Then and not till

then, did “order reign in Warsaw.” After

the whole house had been thoroughly swept

and garnished and white wash applied from

cellar to garret and the furniture all polish

ed and varnished, returned to its usual place,

were the “men folks” allowed any peace

or comfort. The long exile was then over

and once more the “good man” of the house

could comfortably sit in his chair by the

chimney corner and smoke his pipe. Among
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these families the real“boss” was the vrouw.

The very name “huisvrouw” means the

“woman of the house or home.” Her

authority was absolute in the home. No

one dared to dispute her edicts for a woman

can scold with more terrific effect in the Low

Dutch language than in any other. A true

story is told of a Mrs. Benjamin VanCleaf

or Cleef which will illustrate the power and

authority of the wife. During the early

part of the present century many of our

school teachers were Irishmen. They were’

paid by the parents of the children. It was

greatly to their interest to have all the chil

dren sent it was possible to get. This Irish

teacher taught school at or near the old

Tennent church. Benjamin VanCleaf lived

some two or three miles from the school house

and had a large family of boys and girls,

all of whom were under eighteen years of

age. The Irishman had no personal aquain

tance with him, but hearing about his fami

ly called at his residence in order to persuade

him to send his children to his school. A

colored man, who had long been a slave in

Mr. VanCleaf’s family, came to the door

and upon his inquiring for the master of the

house, was informed that he was not at home.

Thinking he could learn something from the

old negro the Irishman slipped a silver shil

ling in his hand, and then asked how he

could induce Mr. VanCleaf, the boss, to

send his children to the school in question.

“Ah,” said the old slave, “you go an see

dc vrouw. She is de real boss’. Mr. Van

Cleaf is only called de boss. You git on do

right side of de vrouw fust an you hab no

trouble den.” The shrewd Irishman took

the darkey’s advice and secured all the chil

dren.

'I'o show the respect and regard in which

the women were held, look at our court

records of criminal cases in Monmouth

county for the past two centuries, and I

doubt if you could find a single case where a

white man of true Dutch descent, has ever

been indicted for striking or beatin his

wife. At least I have never seen or heard

of any such case. The vrouw was the ruler

of the home and inmates. The parlor was

her throne room, a place kept sacred from

all common uses. Closed and darkened,

except when respectable company came or

when the damsel of the house was visited

by an approved suitor for her hand. Here

before the open fireplace, in which the fire

cheerily blazed and sent its dancing light

and genial warmth through the room,

the young couple took their seats on each

side of the hearth to spend the lung winter

evening, in courtship.

The young “Lochinvar” would gradually

hitch his chair nearer and nearer to the

bloomingand blushing fraulein, if she did

not more away, his chair, before the long

winter evening wore away, would get very

close to hers, and before he hardly realized

it he was tied hand and foot in the matri

monial knot. His liberty was gone. He

was engaged. After the wedding feast the

parlor was sternly closed to him, for he was

one of the family and only entitled to the

same usage.

The huisvrouw with her store of household

linen, her heavy blankets, home woven, her

patchwork -quilts, with more colors than

Joseph’s famous coat, and many other house

hold articles were also prepared and laid

away to start her daughter in housekeeping.

The parlor was the trap in which many a

roystering, devil-may-care, hot headed young

Dutchman was caught in the marriage noose

and com elled to settle down as a sedate,

meek an docile married man. Thence

forth he was ruled by the vrouw and his

mother-in-law. Yet his lot was by no means

an unhappy one. The great majority of

the Schenclrs, Conovers, VanCleafa, Van

Brockles, Gulicks and and others of the Van

name, had wives of unadulterated Dutch

blood, on the farms of Monmouth county

during the past generations, and were truly

described as follows:

“She will do him good and not evil all the due

of her life.”

“She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh wil

lingly with her hands.”

I Q k IF I

”She riseth also while it is yet night, and iv

eth meat to her household, and a portion to er

maidens.”

”She stretcheth out her hand to the poor: yea.

she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.”

1 * I I Ii

“She looketh well to the ways of her house

hold, and eateth not the bread of idleness."

”Her children arise up. and call her blessed;

her husband also, and he prufiseth her.”



THE SIX CONOVER BROTHERS AND FOUR

CONOVER SISTERS.

In one of my former articles I inadver

tently stated that the three Conover brothers

who married Schenck wives were the only

original settlers of this name. I should

have said that they were the only brothers

who married in the Schenck family, and were

likely the first ones to come here with the

two Schenck brothers. As a fact there

were six Conover brothers and four sisters,

who were all born in Kings county, Nassau

Island, as Long Island was then called, and

removed to Monmouth county.

They were the children of William

Gerritse Cowenhoven, who resided for a

number of years in Brooklyn. He was a

magistrate therein the years 1661-62-64,

and a deacon of the Dutch church in 1663.

From there he removed to Flatlands. 1-Iis

name appears as a resident and freeholder of

that place, on the assessment rolls of 1675

83—93. He was also an elder of the Dutch

church there in 1677. Nov. 1, 1709, he

sold his farm at Flatlands to his son William,

and is supposed to have spent his declining

years among his ten children in Monmouth

county.

William Gerritse Couwenhoven was born

in year 1636. He married for his first wife

Altje, daughter of Joris Dirckse Brincker

hofil On 12th of February, 1665, he mar

ried his second wife, Jannetje daughterof

Pieter Monfoort. By his first wife he had

two sons.

Garret.

Joris, or George, who married Alletta Luyster,

or, as spelled on Brick church records, Altige

Luyster, where they became communicants rn

1731.

By his second ivife he had eleven chil

dren:

Altje b. Dec. 14,1665, married Cornelius Van

Aertsdalen.

Neellje, b. Dec. 7, 1667, married John Pleterse

Wvckoff.

Peter, b. 1-'eb. 12, 1671, married Patience, daugh

ter of Elias Daws.

Cornelius, b. Nov. 20, 1672, (according to Tennis

G. Bergen), married Margaretta Schenck, Sept.

8. 1700. According to inscription on his tomb

stone in the Schenck-Couwenhoven burying

ground, Pleasant Valley. he died May 16, 1736,

aged 64 rs.. 5 mos.. 17 days. This would place

his birth ay back in 1671. As his brother Peter

is said to have been born in 1671, there is a mis

take either in Mr. Bergen's record or in the

tombstone record. His wife. Maragreta, as spell

ed on her tombstone, died Dec. 6, 1751, aged 78

yrs., 9 mos., 27 days.

Sarah, b. Jan. 6, 1875, II]. Jan Schenck.

Albert, b. Dec. 7, 1676, m. Noeltje Schenck.

Jacob, b. Jan. 29, 1679, m. Sarah Schenck.

Jan, b. A r. 9, 1681, m. Jacoba Van Derveer.

Annatie, . A r. 13, 1683, III. Aert Williamson.

William h. ar. 7, 1686, m. Annatie Lucas-so

Voorhees.

Jacomina, b. Dec. 28, 1689, m. ElbertWilliamson.

Garret, William and Altje were the only

ones who did not come to Monmouth county.

Cornelius, Jacob and Albert came first, then

Peter, Jan and Joris. Sarah and Neeltje,

of the daughters came first, as their names

appear among the communicants of the

Brick church as early as 1709, while their

sisters, Annatie and Jacomina appear in

1717.

Joris or George Couwenhoven who mar

ried Alletta or Altje Luyster, although the

eldest of all the sons who came to Mon

mouth, was the last one to come. He

evidently had children born before he took

up his residence in this county. The Brick

church records show the baptism of the fol

lowing children of George Couwenhoven and

his wife, Aletta Luyster.

Elizabeth, b. Mar. 18, 1725. She married May

7, 1747, John Smock, and died May], 1812. She

and her husband are interred in the Smock

burying-ground, on the farm formerly owned by

Peter .Smock. the father of ex-sheriff Rulief

P. Smock, in Holmdel township.

John Smock and Elizabeth Smock had

the following children:

Mary, b. Mar. 20, 1748.

Hendrick. b. Dec. 31, 1749.

Joris, b. June 9, 1751, died young.

Joris, b. Dec. 22, 1754:“

Nee'tje, b. Nov. 21, 1756. -

Sara, b. July 30, 1758.

Caterina, b. A r. 27, 1760.

Johannes. b. an. 19. 1764.

Roelif, b. Nov. 20, 1769.

In Book E of deeds, page 226, Monmouth

clerk’s oifice, is record of a deed dated Dec.

9, 1712, from Capt. John Bown, merchant,

of Middletown township, to Johannes

Smock, late of Staten Island, New York,

for 230 acres in Middletown township and

four acres of salt meadow at Shoal Harbor.

Ramenessin brook is called for as one of

the boundaries of the 230 acre tract.

Joris Couwenhoven had the following

2 >->‘ti. Z afar ’7%
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children baptized after Elizabeth, wife of

John Smock:

Cornelius, bapt. July 2, 1727.

Daughter, not named, bapt. Jan. 1,1729.

Peter, bapt. Mar. 81, 1781.

We also find in these records a Garret

Couwenhoven and his wife Sarah Traphagle

(Traphagen), had a son named Joris

baptized Oct. 26, 1746. Aletta Luyster ap

pears as sponser. As this Garret Couwenhoven

cannot be accounted for among the children

of the other brothers, and the coincidence

of name also agreeing with Joris Couwen

hoven’s family, we think it reasonable to say

that he was a son of Joris Couwenhoven and

his wife Aletta Luyster, born prior to their

removal to Monmouth county.

In Book H of deeds, page 152, Monmouth

clerk’s oflice, is record of a deed dated May

6, 1729, from John Antonides, miller, and

Johanna his wife of Freehold township, to

George Couwenhoven, yeoman, of Middle

town township for 105 acres in Freehold

township. This is about all the definite

information the writer has of Joris Oouwen

hoven.

As to the other five brothers, who took up

their residence in Monmouth county the

records are clear and certain. Iwill take

them up in the order of their respective

ages.

Peter Couwenhoven married Patience,

daughter of Elias Daws, and is said to have

settled somewhere in what is now Manalapan

township. His Dutch Bible, a very precious

book to him, is now in the possession of Mrs.

Lydia H. S. Conover, who has kindly fur

nished me with names and dates of births of

his children as follows:

Hannah or Johanna, b. Se t. 26, 1695, m. John,

a son of Rev. Vincentius ntonides, a Dutch

clerg men, sent out by Classis of Amsterdam to

supp y the churchs in Brooklyn, Flatbush and

Flatlands. The quarrel between him and Rev.

BernardusFreeman,who had been commissioned

by Lord Cornbury as pastor of thes.e same

churches tllls many pages of the early history of

the Dutch churches in Kings county, L. I.

Jane, b. July Z8, 1697, married William

son.

Alice, b. Se t. 28. 1699, died young.

Mary. b. uly Z5, 1701, m. Koert Gerritse

Schenck.

Willirm, b. July 11, 1703, m. Mary Calyer or

Colver and died May 3rd 1777. Mary his wife

died January 30, 1777, in her 70th year. Both

tje. buried in Tennent church cemetery .

Altje, b. May 2l. 1705, in. Jan. 16. 1730. Her

cousin William Williamson, who was born Feb.

18. 1709, died April 22, 1788. He wasason of Aert

Williamson and Annetie Couwenhoven his wife.

Elias, known in after life as '.Ensign Elias.”

was born Sept. 12th, 1707, m. Williainsee. daugh

ter of John Wall, died Dec. 25.1750. His wife

died March 24th. 1759, aged about 58 years. Both

are interred in the Scbenck-Couwenhoven bury

ing ground, P1casantVallcy.
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Neeltje, b. Sept. 2, 1709.

Peter, b. June 27 1712, married his cousin Leah

.‘J{snsIs‘e Schenck and removed to state of New

or .

Anney, b. Sept. 29, 1714, m. John Longstreet,

son of Adriaan Langstraat and Christina Janse

his wife. He was baptized Jan. 18, 1712, and

married Anne Couwenhoven Dec. 17, 1748.

Pitle1t.el:iCouwenhoven, theMt'ath§r ofthese

ten c i ren, made his will arc 15, 1743.

It was proved April 23, 1755, and is on

record at Trenton, N. J., in Book F. of

Wills, age 259, etc. He names in this will

his wi e, Patience, his sons Peter, William

and Elias, whom he also appoints executors

and his daughters Hannah Antonides, Jane

Williamson, Mary Schenck,Aehje William

son and Ann Longstreet. He was an active

member of the Dutch church and served as

elder in 1711-21. I do not know where

he is buried.

His son Elias, called “Ensign Elias,” who

married Williamsee Wall was the father of

Col. John Couwenhoveu, who was born

March 8, 1734, married Eleanor Wyckotl

and died April 21, 1803. He is interred in

yardegfwltiarlhoro Brick church. He repre

sent .Ionmouth county in the Provincial

Congress of this state and was a member of

Council of Safety during years 1T75—76.

He seems to have been one of the trusted

lead}ers of the people in Monmouth (clounty,

at tie very be innin of the stormy ays of
our Revolutiougary w-fr. The following reso

lutions representing the views ofthe patriots

in Freehold township are closely associated

with his name, it’ indeed he was not the

author and mover of them.

It required great courage and devotion to

the people’s cause for a man at that time’ to

speak out so plainly.

“At a meeting of the freeholders and inhabi

tants of the township of Lower Freehold. in

the county of Monmouth in New Jersey, on

Monday. the 6th day of Junc, 1774, after notice

given of the time, place and occasion of the

meeting.

. Rt'-~-)ll'r’d. That it is the unanimous opinion of

this meeting, that the cause in which the inhabi

tants of the Town of Bo.-ton are now suffeiing.

is the common cause of the whole continent of

North America, and ihut unless snnne general

and ositive measures for the public safety. be

spec lly entered into, there isjust reason to fear

t at every province may in turn share the same

fate with them; and that therefore it is highly

incumbent on them all to unite in some et1'ectu:\l

means to obtain a repeal of the Boston Port Bill,

and an ' other that may follow it, which shall be

deeiue subversive of the rights and privileges of

free born Americans. And that it is also the

opinion of this meeting, that in case it shall

appear hereafter to he consistent with the

general opinion of the trridlng towns and the

coinnicrcial part of our countrymen, that an

en'iie stoppage of importation and exportation

from and to Great Brilziin and the West Indies,

until the said Port Bill and other acts bc repeal
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ed, will be really conducive to the safety and

preservation of orth America and her liberties,

they will yield a cheerfitl acquiesence in the

measure and earnestl recommend the same to

all their brethren in t is province.

Re.solr.e¢1 mormver. That the inhabitants of

this township will join in an association wi h

the several towns in the county and in con

junction with them, with the several counties in

the province (if as we doubt not, they see fit to

accede to this pro sal in any measures that

ma ap ear best s apte to the weal and safety

of or America and her loyal sons.

Then follows the names of the seven per

sons appointed as a committee of Freehold

township to carry said resolutions into effect.

Among them appears the name of Hendrick

Smock and Capt. John (Jouwenhoven.

A month later still stronger resolutions

were passed, and we find his name again

among the committee. Also in the pro

ceedings of the Congress of New Jersey of the

years 1775-76 we find his name prominent.

He was the great grandfather of late Hon.

Charles H. Conover, who was during the

seventies,one of the la judges of our county

courts and who resid on the old Couwenho

ven homestead farm in Marlboro township,

still (1898) in the family ownership. He was

a gentleman of reserved and retiring man

ners, but upright and faithful in the discharge

of private and public duties, and consistent

and reliable in his business dealings.

The writer for several years was brought

in close contact with him, and learned to

respect him for many excellent traits of mind

an heart.

 

ODDITIES AND PECULIARITIES OF THE DUTCH

PEOPLE AND THEIR DESCENDENTS

IN MONMOUTH.

To understand the character and peculi

arities of the different races and people who

settled these United States, it is necessary to

consider the nationality from which each

one springs. Children of the same parents

often difler greatly in appearance and con

duct. Sometimes they inherit the physical

or mental traits of a remote progenitor, but

we may generally expecf them to exhibit

more or less of the characteristics of the

nation from which they originate. Today

we have in our country representatives of all

the races and nations of the world. Never

before in all times, was there such a hetero

genious population. But among them all

there is no people who have more distinct

and marked characteristics than the Hol

landers. They belong to a very ancient

race, whose known history goes back to the

days of Julius Caesar and Pompey. In the

battle of Pharsalia the Batavians took a

prominent part, as we learn from Roman

history. The Hollanders are a people who

have ever acted and thought for themselves.

They have never been imitators or syco

phants. ()n the contrary, they are truly

said to be the Oddest people in Europe.

Everything in Holland is different from

what it is in other countries. Even their

morsel of territory is neither water nor dry

land. Only by the most herculean labors

has it been wreeted from the ocean, and by

unceasing vigilance is it preserved from the

constant assaults of the waves. The reader

therefore can easily see how likely it is for

strangers, who travel hastily through the

country to make many mistakes in des

cribing or understanding such a people.

We are all apt to estimate others by our own

experience. The venal man loudly asserts

that “every man has his price.” The

honest man falls an easy victim to the

plausible talk of the “confidence man.”

The English writers and those of the same

school in America, often describe the Dutch

as s plegmatic people, as slow, sluggish or

torpid. It is true, that they are a quiet,

grim and taciturn people. It would be

strange if they were not, when we recall the

wonderful achievements of the little country,

about the size of New Jersey, and ever in

danger of inundation. “That beats the

Dutch” has become a proverb, when

some skillful or remarkable work has been

done. The love of truth and justice is said

to bea national trait. As a fact there is

less crime in Holland, accordingto her pop

ulation, than in any other European country.

They have especially prized liberty and in

dependence. That industry, so noticeable

in Holland, where even the dogs are trained

to work, is based on this intense love of

“independence.”

They know, as was said of old by the wise

king of Israel, that there can be no true and

permanent independence without industry.
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The primeval curse still continues that man

must earn lasting bread by “the sweat of his

brow” and not by s oils taken in Wallstreet

or watering railroa stocks or patent medi

cines. To avoid, however, the charge of

partiality, or exag eration, l will quote from

the writings of a 'renchman and an Eng

lishman, for the writers of both of these

nations have been very keen to see the

faults and failings of the “Low Dutch.”

“If this is not true, you can call me an

Englishman,” is an expression very often

used by certain English writers, except you

must substitute Dutchman for En lishman.

But it shows their animus and the ofty con

tem tand scorn.

T e following is from the

Alphonse Esquiros, entitled "Dutch at

Homez” “It has long been remarked how

naturally a pipe hung from a Dutch mouth;

and most local habits are based on hygenic

conditions of climate. Beneath the foggy

sky of the Netherlands, a necessity was felt

to produce smoke against smoke. It is a

sort of local homeo athy. Some physical

writers have asserte that tobacco smoke

befogged the intellect; but this observaton is

contradicted by the Dutchmen, who live in

a climate of smoke and whose minds are

more precise, positive and clear in their

details, than those of any other ple.

In Holland we find what thin ers born in

periods of moral agitation never attain, and

what Dante sought—peace. It is not rare

to notice in httle wayside hostelries, the in

scription, “Pax Intrantibus.” We might

say that life is like the water in their canals,

it does not flow. Be it illusion or reality, it

seemed to us that the hours strike here more

slowly than in France, and are ushered into

life with a song. The whole character of

old Holland is found in these solemn peels,

in those aeolian voices which the fathers

heard, and which the sons will hereafter

hear.

At Utrecht, a thoroughly protestant town,

the chimes played a hymn according to the

Reformed ritual. This Puritan gentleness,

the notes of which the bells dash out in the air

harmonizes with the calm and reposed hues

of the scenery. The gardens which border

the water are kept up, gravelled and raked

with extreme care, and trees loaded with

fruit offer pleasing varietyto the slightly

monotonous character ofthe verdure.” Ac

cording to this French writer, contentment

and peace prevail among the people of this

land, and each one is not trying to exceed

or beat his neighbor or discontented because

some one else has a few more dollars than

he has. Peace, quiet and contentment,

while easily mistaken for, are very different

from the apathy and stupidity which come

pen of Henri

from ignorance and sluggishness. The bus

tle, excitement and hurry which mark life

in America is unknown in Holland. The

same slow and sure walk and talk, although

modified by modern environments, may be

seen in their genuine descendants in America.

Washington Irving, in his so called Knick

erbocker History of New York has seized

upon this trait as one of the principal themes

for his pleasantry, ridicule and caricatures.

Other English writers have done the same

forgetting that the shallow brook ever makes

more noise than the deep and silent river.

English austerity and stolidity can be well

contrasted with Dutch phlegm and grimness.

Occasionally an English writer appears who

is able to see some merit in other nations.

The followin is taken from the London

Times of Octo r 23rd, 1888, and is suppos

ed to have been written by an author who

has shed his “cockney shell” and dropped

his “Lion’s skin.” He speaks first of the

great preparations being made in Holland

to celebrate the 7-5th anniversary of their

liberation from French domination, and the

re-establishment of their national indepen

dence and then goes on to say:

“No nationality in the world has earned

its liberties more worthily than the Dutch

or has more right to something of self glori

fication on the score of it. The land on

which it dwells is, if not its own creation,

its salvage. Without indefatigable eflorts

this morsel of territory would have been a

barren salt marsh. Human enterprise has

re-claimed and ghards it and has converted

the whole into one of the most productive

regions in Europe. Not only has it turned

an expanse of foggy unwholesome fens into

a vast model farm, but it has built prosper

ous cities and filled them with the products

of art and civilization. The Dutch race has

stretched its hands everywhere and the

earth is full of evidence of its courage and

foresight.

The surprising history of its influence and

afiluence is essentially connected with its

stubborn determination to be independent.

It defied the powers of nature, it compelled

the old world and the new to pay it tribute;

it made itself learned and accomplished, be

cause it felt that it was performing the work

for and by itself.

In the history ofits rise and fortunes, the

maintenance of its independence, with the

briefest intervals, is a continual marvel.

Swiss independence, with all its great deeds

Cannot match the tale of the vitality of

Dutch Freedom.

A highland people occupies defensive

strongholds and has little to revoke covet

ousness. The Dutch inha it a country

which can be overrun in a week, and perpet
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ually has been overrun. “The Dutch have

taken Holland” is a byword the world over,

and has been for generations past.

By their industry they rendered it long

ago desirable and a constant temptation to

those powers who coveted wealth. They

have accumulated within its territory incal

culable riches not only of gold and silver

and precious stones, but master pieces of art,

ingenuity and patient industry. They also

endowed it wit a network of valuable exter

nal dominions, apparent prizes of their con

queror.

Their maritime enterprise, distant colo

nies, great merchantile marine, laden with

the precious products of the earth, were so

many additional temptations to the unscru

pulous powers of Europe, who not only hat

ed and feared their Republican and Democra

tic proclivities, but looked on their little

country and small population as easily sub

jected. In the midst of numberless dangers

Dutch independence seems to have borne a

charmed life. When they roclaimed their

independence of the great 'panish Empire,

until then invincible, the first coin struck

bore the picture ofa ship without sails, masts

or rudder, a mere bulk tossing on the moun

tainous waves of a storm dashed ocean, with

the words “In God We Trust.” This truly

expressed their desperate straits, and that

they realized that deliverance could only

come from Him who holds the world in the

hollow of his hand.

Fendalism, instead of quenching, like the

crnelties of Alva and the tortures of the

inquisition, invigorated their love of liberty

and independence. While Europe lan

guished under the burden of thousands of

petty despots, Holland throve under its

counts; Burgundian, S ianish and French

rule passed over it, wit out stifling its free

spirit. The oath of the ancient Frisians

that “The Frisians would be free as long

rm the winds of Heaven blow,” seems to

have been kept in letter and spirit by their

descendants. Under a variety of forms of

government, the essence of Dutch indepen

dence has gone on many centuries, perti

naciously immovable. Only in 1795 was

there any serious risk of an extinction of

Dutch nationality. Had France employed

its armed authority over the country for the

simple benefit of the Dutch people, and the

building up of a true Republican govern

ment, objects which had induced a large

part of the Dutch people to co-operate in

assuming the Frenc rule, the contagion of

French Democratic ideas might have ended

in absorbing Holland permanently in the

French republic.

Bonaparte’s dynastic ambition opened

their eyes to the fact that they were regard

ed as a conquered nation and were in chains

to a tyrant, who sought to aggrandize him

self at the ex nse of his wife, his friends

his allies and is countr .

For the uplifting of imself as Emperor

he abolished the Batavian republic and after

four years of his brothers’ mock reign incor

orated the province of Holland as part of

is em ire. Up to this time Holland troops

and olland oliicers, like VanDamm, had

served him faithfully. In his disastrous

invasion of Russia some of the Holland reg

iments had perished almost to a man in the

performance of duty. Thenceforward it was

a mere question of time when the deceived

and betrayed people of Holland would throw

ofl' the yoke of this Corsican soldier, and

assert theirindependence. The field of Leip

sic gave them this opportunity. A month

later the Dutch nation declared itself once

more free and summoned the Prince of

Orange home to lead the movement. Cir

cumstances then aided Holland in its deliv

erance and in shaking oii the French yoke

which the Hollanders themselves had origi

nally co-operated in adjusting. Coinciden

ces were equally favorable when its troops

marched with those of Marlborough and

Eugene. It profited by the great league

which William III. constructed from the

vantage ground of the English throne.

- Queen Elizabeth and Valois and the Bour

bon Kings of France had all helped in its

struggle for existence against Philip II. but

the nationality, too, was constantly on the

alert and ready.

Generally it has been the heart and soul

of the international combinations for resis

tence to a crushing monopoly of powers in

Europe. 1furo/wan lz'b¢'rlz't's owe yet more

la tlw unamlrol/able Dulc/'l 102': of inde

pendence than Dutch independence owes to

European succor. The Dutch race are not

especially conciliatory, any more than is

supposed to be the English. Frequently it

has shown itself harsh, as Belgium found

between 1814 and I830. Englishmen have

had cause to accuse it of commercial rapaci

ty and exclusiveness. Its handful of people

and morsel of territory ever in danger of

being swallowed up by the sea, has ever

been throughouta palpable and visible unit,

which it has been impossible for European

rountries to ignore and entirely possible for

them to obey.”

This tribute from a foreign Englishmen

shows certain characteristics of the Dutch

and which their descendants in America

should naturally possess. The Dutch far

mers ofthe Transvaal in Africa have exhib

ited the same spirit in their determined

eliorts to preserve their independence, and

the Dutch settlers of Uonmouth showed the

same spirit during our revolutionary war.



CORNELIUS COUWENHOVEN OF PLEASANT VAL

LEY AND HIS CHILDREN.

Cornelius Couwenhoven seems to have

been the first one of this name who actually

settled in Monmouth county, but there is

evidence that one or more of this family had

long been familiar with the territory and

the Indian inhabitants. As early as 1663

we hear of a Jacob Couwenhoven, who own

ed a small sloop and who traded with the

Indians for venison and furs. The trade

with the Indians for peltries and furs was

very profitable and extensively carried on by

the early Dutch settlers. The Albany

records contain an account of an attempt

made in 1663 by certain of the English peo

ple at Gravesend and other Long Island

towns to purchase lands of the Indians,

known as the Navesinks, and who occupied

part of what is now Monmouth county. The

Dutch authorities hearing of (his, sent an

oflicer and a few soldiers in a vessel to pre

vent it. When the boat reached the south

ern oint of Staten Island, opposite the

mout of the Raritan, river they met Jacob

Couwenhoven in a small sloop. He inform

ed them that he had been out trading for

venison, also that a number of the Navesink

and Raritan Indians had gathered at a place

about three miles up the Raritan and that

the English, in an open sloop, the day pre

vious had gone up the river to meet them.

From this it appears that Jacob Couwenho

ven had made former trips across the bay

and was well enough acquainted with the

Indian inhabitants to distinguish those who

lived in what is now Monmouth county

from those who lived on the Raritan river.

It is more than probable that the ownership

of vessel property and the continuance of

this traflic with the Indians would remain

in the family. The emigration of the Dutch

people from King’s county, Long Island, to

Somerset, Middlesex and Monmouth coun

ties between 1695 and 1730 Was quite large.

Several vessels must have been employed to

transport their household effects, agricul

tural implements and stock over the water.

Cornelius Couwenhoven, it is said, owned

a sloop which he named the “Carroway.”

It sailed between the East River and some

landing, either up Matawan or Waycake

creek. His son William afterwards owned

the boat and no doubt made trips from the

Monmouth shore to New York and Kings

county whenever there wasa necessity for it.

In this way an intercourse was kept up with

the old people and goods and passengers

transported back and forth. I think it like

ly that sometimes the first settlers, prior to

1709, may have had some of their children

baptized in the Dutch churches of Kings

county. There was no regular Dutch church

minister in Monmouth county until 1709,

and, although there may have been an occa

sional visit by a licensed clergyman, there

was no such thing as regular services. It is

to be remembered that our early Dutch

settlers lived on isolated clearings with the

primeval forest all around them. There

were no schools for their children. They

learned to speak the Dutch language from

family intercourse. The children also would

hear the uncouth talk of the negro slaves,

the broken English of the wild Indians, and

the talk of the ignorant Englishman or

Frenchman who occasionally visited their

home. Thus they gradually fell into a dia

lect which was impure Dutch, mingled with

many English words wrongly pronounced

and wrongly spelled. Take the christian

names of the children born after 1700 as

spelled in their wills or private family rec

ords, and you can see how far they had

drifted away from the correct Dutch spelling

of their own names. We can hardly con

ceive today the many disadvantages our

pioneer settlers labored under.

Cornelius Couwenhoven by his wife, Mar

garetta Schenck, had the following children:

Williani, born July 20, 1700, married first Jan

netje,dau hter of Peter Wyckoff, and Williampe

Schenck, is wife. Second Antje. daughter of

Daniel Hendrickson and Catharine VanDyke, 1

his wife. and widow of Wi‘liam,s0n of Jacob

Couwenhoven.

He died November 10, 1755, leaving a

will dated September 29, 1755, proved Dec

ember 22, 1755 and recorded in Book F of

Wills, page 305', etc, secretary of state’s

oflice. He appoints his brother Roliph and

his son-in-law Matthias “Cownover,” as he

s ells the name, executors. He s ks in

t is will of his father-in-la'w, Peter yckofll

He signs the will “William C. Kouwen



 

House erected lw Cornelius Covenhoven, the pioneer settler. on his farm

at Pleasant Valley in the early part of the eighteenth century.

Photograph taken by Mrs. L. H. S. Cnnnver in summer of 1899.

 

The ruin~ of the early lmme of Cornelius Covenhoven, who married Mary.

Ilvndrickson, and called his place “Carr0way”

(near Keypurt, N. .l.).

l'l|nl0grapl: taken by Mrs. L. H. S. Cnnnvcr in July. 1898.
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hoven” and describes himself of Carroway,

Middletown township. As stated before

“Carroway” was the name of his sloop and

he called his place by the same name. He

only names one son, Cornelius, and two

daughters, Williamtic and Catharine, in this

will.
  

daughter of Cornelius Voorhees, and Maritje

Ditmars, his wife. and died December 12. 1789. X

In Book G of Deeds, page 31, Monmouth

clerk’s oflice, is a record of a deed from

Alexander Laing of Scotland, Great Britain,

tn Hendrick VanVoorhies of Flatlands,

Kings county, Nassau Island, for such was

then the name of Long Island. A tract of

land at Topanemes, Freehold township, con

taining 250 acres is conveyed by this deed.

I think this Cornelius Voorhees was a bro

ther of the Hendrick VanVoorhies named

in the deed and who actually settled on this

land, but I am not certain.

Annetje.

Jannetje, married in 1731, Aris,son of John

Vanderbilt and Ida Suydam, his wife.

One of the earliest records we have of the

Suydams in Monmouth is in Book G of

Deeds, page 74; a deed dated April lst,

1729, from Thomas Williams to Hendrick

Suydam of Flatbush on Long Island, for a

tract of land in Freehold township. Then

in the same book of deeds, pages 139-141,

from Lewis Morris of Manor of Morrisania,

in Province of New York, to Ryke Hen

drickse, Dominicus Vanderveer, Daniel Pol

hemus, Jacob Hendrickse, Auke Leflertse,

Stephen Coerten and Johannes Polhemus,

all of Kings county on Long Island, for a

tract of land known as “Fifteen hundred

acre tract,” bounded on one side by Swim

ming river, dated May I7, 1709. This

Jacob Hendrickse and Ryke Hendrickse

were really Suydams, but in accordance with

the Dutch custom, they were given their

christian names and their father’ s christian

name with “se” or “son” annexed. This

clearly appears from a deed recorded in

Book H of Deeds, age 211, Monmouth

clerk’s oflice, dated June 6. 1727, wherein

Ryk Hendrickson Suydam of Flatbush,

Kings county, L. I , conveys to John Van

Meeteren (VanMater) of Middletown town

ship, Monmonth county, N. J., all that

tract of land in Middletown township bound

ed west by Dominicus Vanderveer, east by

Anken Leffertson, south by Swimming river

and north by heirs of Quryn (Kriin) Van

Meeterau (VanMater) and known as No. 4

containing 152 acres. Daniel Polhemus of

Flatlands, L. I., by a separate deed convey

ed his share to Johannes Polhemus.

X

leff, born April 12, 1710, married Sara?

Altje, married William, son of first Jacob Van

Dorn and Marritje Bennett, liisjwife.

In Book H of Deeds, page 325 we find

record of a deed dated December 'Z3, 1689,

from John Reid of Hortencia, Monmouth

county to Richard Salter of same county for ,

part of Hortencia. The tract begins where

west Branch comes into Hop brook at a

place called Promontoria; on page 327 of

same book we find record of assignment of

same deed from Richard Salter to Adrian

Bennett and Jacob Van Dorn of “Gawanus,”

Kings county, L. I. This is dated April 2,

1697.

Again on page 329 of Book H of Deeds is

record of adeed from Aria Bennett and Bar

bary, his wife, of Freehold township, to

Jacob \’anDorn of same township, dated

February 14, 1707, and conveys the undivid

ed one half of a 200 acre tract in Freehold

township, beginning at a corner of Albert

C-owenhoven’s land and being same remises

conveyed tosaid Bennett and Van orn by

John Bowne May 17, 1700. Also another

tract adjacent to this also conveyed to them

by John Bowne. I am not sure whether

this Aria Bennett was the same erson as

Adrian Bennett or another. T e above

deeds however show the time when the Van

Dorns and Bennetts came into this county

and the place they came from on Long Island.

Leah.

Sarah.

Neeltje, married July 2, 1741, Benjamin. son of

Bepjamin VanCleaf and ”Hank” Sutphin, his

Wl 8.

In Book H of Deeds page 222 is a record

of a deed dated May 4, 1725, from John

Job of Freehold township to Lawrence Van

Cleve and Isaac VanCleve of (jravesend, L.

I. On our old records the V:1nCleaf name

is spelled many different ways, Vantileaf,

VanCleve, etc. This deed however shows

about what time this family came into the

county. In Book G of Deeds, page 50 is

record of a deed dated December 6, 1718,

from John Johnston of New York City, to

Jacob Sutvan (for so the name is spelled)

yeoman, of Kings county, L. 1., for a tract

of land containing 333 acres at a place called

“Wemcougak in Freehold township.”

Topanemus Brook, Middle Brook and John

Craig line are called for as boundaries in

the description. This “Sutvan” was no

doubt a “VanSutphen,” for so the name is

spelled in old records of Kings county, L. I.

Mary, baptized December 24. 1710.

The first Dutch church of Monmouth had

been regularly organized with a stated pastor,

one Joseph Morgan, in 1709, and so we

have a record of the children baptised from

this time.
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Rachel, be tised November 2, 1712.

Margaret, aptised December 5, 1714.

Jacometje baptised November 23, 1717, mar

ried November 26, 1741, Jan Roeleflse Schenck.

The youngest child by this marriage was

named Geesie after her paternal grandmoth

er. She married May 9, 1765, Aurie, son of

second Jacob Van Dorn and Maria Schenck,

his wife. Aurie VanDorn was born Septem

ber 14, 1744, died July 14, 1830.
Caterina be tised June, 1720, married e -1741, Dainieiillendrickson. ‘ggul

rn ius Couwenhoven, the father of

these thirteen children, made his will Nov

ember 22, 1735, proved June 22, 1736, re

corded in oflice of secretary of state at Tren

ton in Book C of Wills, page 107. He

mentions the names of all of the above chil

dren but the spelling differs considerably

  

v

from mine. For instance he spells “Jaco

mintje” “Yacomiusky,” and “Jannetje”

“Yannikie.”

He devises to his son William the land

sold to him by William Bowne by deeds

dated March 1, 1704, and January 20, 1705.

one for 9-ll acres and the other 62 acres, and

also 120 acres released to nim by Daniel

Hendrickson,Garret Schenck, John Schenck

and Peter Wyckotf, dated July 10, 1716.

Cornelius Llouwenhoven and his wife are

buried in the Schenck-Couwenhoven bury

ing ground. The inscri tion on his tomb

stone shows that he died ilay 16, 1736, aged

64 years, 5 months and 17 days. His wife

Margaretta Schenck, died December 6, 1751,

aged 73 years, 9 months and 27 days.

 

ALBERT COUWENHOVEN AND HIS TWELVE

CHILDREN.

Albert Couwenhoven came from Flatlands,

L. l., to Monmouth county, and settled on

lands in the township of Freehold (now

Marlboro) where Mr. Selah Wells now re

sides. We find his name and that of his

wife, Neeltje or Eleanor Schenck, daughter

of Roelof Martense Schenck, and his second

wife, Annetje Wyckoff, among the communi

cants of the Brick church in 1709. His

Dutch Bible is still in existence with dates

of the births of all his sons and daughters

entered in his own handwriting. He had

the following children:

William, b. March 7, 1702, married Libertje,

daughter of Benjamin VanCleat' and Hank Sut

hen, his wife. She was baptised May 19, 1705.

e settled in what is now Manalapan town

ship, and left a will recorded in the oflice of

the Secretaiéy of our state.

Rulilf, b. eptember B, 1708, married Antje,

daughter of Jan Strycker and Margaretta

Schenck, his wife. She was baptised December

Z), 1708.

Antje, b. August 21, 1705, married Abraham

Polhemus, sup osed to be of the Somerset county

or Long Islan people.

Jannetje, h. Septemberso 1707, married Joseph

Coernel.

Altie, b. January 20, 1709, married Hendrick,

son of Hendrick Hendrickson. He was born

November 11, 1706, and died Ju1y’28, 1783.

In Book G of Deeds, page 09, Monmouth

county clerk’s oflice, is record of adeed from

Tunis Covert of Freehold township, to Cor

nelius VanBruntand Hendrick Hendrickson

of New Utrecht of Long Island, for 203i

acres and 961; acres in Freehold township.

On pages 61-62 of same book is record of a

deed dated May 1, l7l9, from Abraham

Emans of Freehold township, to Hendrick

Hendrickson and Jaques Denys of New

Utrecht, L. 1., for a tract of 96 acres i11

Freehold township. It therefore appears

that there were other Hendricksons who

p)urchased land in Monmouth county, besides

aniel and William who came here prior to

1700 and settled on lands at what is now

Holland in Holmdel township. The early

Dutch settlers were in the habit of visiting

once or twice a year their old homes in

Kings county, L. l. And marriages likely

occurred between the young people here

with the young peoplein Long Island. The

Dutch generally preferred to marry among

their own people, and it was not often that

any of them were caught by the “daughters

of Heth,” or the sons of the Phihstines.

Margaret, b. February 15. 1711, married Decem

ber 8, 1731,Daniel.son of Johannes Polhemua He

was born in 1706 and died l-September 26, 1763.

She died June 7, 1780.

Both are buried in the family bur.vi11g

°\

§
Q0

Q)

§

ground of the Polhemus family at Scobey-5y

ville, Atlantic township. ,4 7(

|- b. June 21,1714, 1-" 19. 1'rs1,1~

s son of Benjami and Hank

u p en, is wife. He was baptize une 3. 1711.

Peter. b. October 12, 1916, married Mar 19, 1740,

Williampe, daughter of Hendrick VanVoorhees

and Jannetje Jai-sen,his wife. She was born

January 25, 1722. died August 12, 1803. He died

Octocer 1, 1771; interred in yard of Marlboro

Brick church.

Nollie, b. February 7, 1719, died unmarried
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August 22, 1788. Buried in Schenck and Couwen

hoven burying ground.

Garret, b. June 16, 1721, married November 8,

1742, Sarah. daughter of Hendrick Vanvoorhees

and wife aforesaid.

Jan. b February 18,1723, married October 19,

1744. Catherine, daughter of said Hendrick Van

Voorhees and wife.

Cornelius A., b. October 29, 177.8, married in

1750 Antje, daughter of William Williamson and

Antje Couwenhoven, his wife. She was born

September 13, 1730. and died September 11, 1757,

and was buried in Wyckofl Hill graveyard, near

Freehold. He marr ed for his second wife July

12,1770, Mary Logan, who was born August 9,

1748, and died May 2, 1831.

The Logan family is now extinct in hIon

iuouth county. Cornelius Couwenhoven

died January 23, 1802, leaving a last will

roved before (label Lloyd, Surrogate of

onmouth county, April 15,1802, and a

true copy of same is given hereafter. (Jor

nelius and his second wife are buried in

the Schenck and Couwenhoven burying

ground. He had ason named Cornelius,

born May 18, 177i, who married Elizabeth,

a daughter of Harmon Conover and Phoebe

Bailey, his wife, died December 20, 1814.

He was also buried in the Schenck Cou

wenhoven burying ground. His oldest son

was named John C. Conover, born Novem

ber 10, 1797, married December 3, 1820,

Elizabeth, a daughter of John A. Vander

bilt and Mary MacKildoe. She was born

September 11, 1804, and died January 30,

1860. He was the last owner of the Albert

Couwenhoven homestead. He died Nov

ember 26, 1852, and this farm then passed

out of the family.

Albert Couwenhoven, and his wife, the

parents of the above named twelve children,

were buried in the Schenck and Couwen

hoven burying ground. He left a last will

which is herewith given. Following it is

the will of his son Cornelius.

wru. or ALBERT couwannovnrr.

In the name of God Amen, I, Albert Coven

hoven,of Freehold, in the county of Monmouth

and province ofEast New Jersey, yeoman. bein ,

thro the abundant mercy and goodness of God,

sick and weak in body, yet of a sound

and memory, do con

testament, and desire

tho’ ve

and per ect understandin

stitute this my last will an

it may be received as such.

Imprimis: I most humbly bequeath my soul

to God. my maker, beseechin his most gracious

acceptance of it thro’ the a l suflicient merits

and mediation ofmy mostwmpassionate Redeem

er, Jesus Christ, who gave himself to he an atone

ment for my sin. and is able to save to the utter

most all that come unto God by Him; seeing he

ever liveth to make intercession for them, and

who I trust, will not reject me, a returning peni

tent Sinner, when I come to Him for mercy. In

this hope and confidence I render up my soul

with comfort, humbly beseeching the most bless

ed and glorious Trinity, one God, most Holy,

most Merciful and Gracious, to repare me for

the time of my dissolution, and t en to take me

to himself into that pence and rest and incom

parable feliclt , which he has prepared for all

that love and ear his Holy name, Amen l Bless

ed be God.

Imprimis: I give my body to the earth, from

where it was taken, in full assurance of its res

surrection from thence at the last day.

As for my burial, I desire it may be decent,

without pom or state, at the discretion of my

execntrix an executor hereinafter named, who,

l doubt not, will man e it with all requisite

prndence. As to my wor dly estate, it is my will

and. I do hereby order, that in the first place all

myjust debts and funeral charges to be paid and

satisfied out of my movable estate.

Item: I give and be ueath unto Eleanor, m

dearly beloved wife, al my whole estate. both

real and personal, for her own proper use, bene

flt and behoof, as long as she remains my widow

and no longer.

Item: I give and bequeath unto my eleven

well beloved children (viz: William, Ruluf Anna,

Jane, Alice, Margot, Sarah, Peter, Jarratl, John

and Cornelius), after the death or widowhood of

my dearly beloved wife, all my whole estate,

both real and personal, as goods, chattels, lands

and tenements, to be e ually divided amongst

them (my eleven dearly eloved children afore

mentioned) (viz: William, Ruluf, Anna, June.

Alice, Margot, Sarah, Peter, Jarratt, John and

Cornelius, in them and each of them and their

heirs and assigns forever) so that each of them

or each of their heirs and assigns hath the

eleventh part of my whole estate as above men

tioned.

Item: I lve and bequeath unto my well belov

ed son William, the sum of three shillings as a

gift Saclrnowledgin him to be my oldest child)

and o be paid to h m in a convenient time after

my decease. I likewise constitute, make and or

dain my dearl beloved wife, Eleanor, and my

well beloved kinsman, William Covenhoven, son

of Cornelius Covenhoven, my only and sole ex

ecutrix and executor of this my last will and

testament. And I also hereby utterly disallow,

revoke and diaannul all and every other foriner

testaments, wills, legacies and executors by me

in any way before this time, named, willed and

bequeathed, ratifying and confirming this, and

no other to be my last will and testament. In

witness whereof I have hereto set my hand and

seal this sixth day of September. in the Year of

our Lord one thousand seven hundred and forty

eight (1748).

Signed, sealed, ublished and declaredb the

said Albert Coven oven, as his last will nn tea

tament in the presence ofus, the subscribers (viz:

“M will and desire is that my well belov

son, arratt, have the use of one hundred unds

for ten years, whenever he wants it. '1' is was

writ before signing and sealing it being forgot

to be mentioned.”

ALBERT COVENHOVEN.

Jan COVENHOVEN, [L. s.]

Ma-rrnvs PITERSON,

WrLLriuu Wrrmrsmson.

Be it remembered that on the third day of0ct

ober, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven

hundred and forty-eight, the within witnesses,

Jan Covenhoven, Matteys Piterson and William

Williamson, person ally came before me, Thomas

Bartow, duly authorized to prove wills and ual

ify executors in New Jersey and they being ulv

sworn on the Holy Evangelist did depose that

they were present and saw Albert Covenhoven,

the testator within named, sign and seal the

within written testament and heard him ublish,

pronounce and declare the same to be is last

will and testament and at the day thereof the

said testator was of sound mind and memory to

the best oftheirknowledge, and as they believed,
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and that they each signed as a witness in the

testator’s presence.

THOS. BARTOW.

Be it also remembered that at the same time

Eleanor Covenhoven, the executrix within nam

ed, personally came before me and was sworn to

the due execution and performance ofthe within

will and testament according to law.

THOS. BARTOW.

Probate granted by Governor Belcher in the

usual form. Dated Oct. 3rd. 1748.

TIIOS. BARTOW, Pr. Reg’sr.

The wife of Albert Covenhoven was Neeltje

Dutch for Eleanor or Nelly, daughter of Roelo

Schenck of Flatlands, L. I.. by his second wife,

An netje Wyckoff.

WILL OP CORNELIUS A. COVENHOVBN.

In the name of God Amen This Eleventh Day

of September In the year of Our Lord One Thou

sand Seven hundred and Ninetythree I Cornel

ius Covenhoven of The Township of Freehold in

The County of Monmouth & State of New Jersey

Yeoman Being In health of Body and of Perfect

Sound &. Disposeing Mind and Memory Praised

be Almighty God for the Same. Considerin the

frailty o Nature and Knowing it is ap.Fo nted

for all men To Die Do Make & Ordain his My

Last Will and Testament In the following Man

ner and form—First I Recomend My Soul To

God Who Gave it Trusting for Salvation In &

Through the alone Merits of My Ever Blessed

Redeemer Jesus Christ and asto my Body I reco

mend it To the Earth ’I'o be Interred at the Dis

cretion of My Executors hereinafter named

Nothing Doubting but at the General Resurrec

tion I Shall Receive the same again by the

Might Power of God And as Touching Such

World y Estate wherewith it Hath Pleased Goil

To Bless me in This Lifo I Do order, Give & Dis

ose of The Same in the following Manner

mprimis I Do order That my Executors Do pay

all iny Just Debts & Funeral Expenses Out of my

Moveable Estate which I may Leve at the time

of My Decease —Item I Give & Be ueath To my

Loveing Wife Mary Dureing her \- iddowhood a

Comfortable Liveing as Usual With My Son Cor

nelius on My said Farm and have the Use of one

Room with a Fire Place and Fire wood Brought

to her Door one Good Feather Bed & Furniture

and One Negro Woman Named Jane so Long as

She shall Remain My Widdow and in Case my

Said Wife Should Remarry my will is that my

said wife have the sum of fifty pounds paid her

by me Son Cornelius Current money of lhe City

of New York. as all Moneys in this my Will are

to be Taken & Esleemed To be, And one feather

Bed & furniture In Lien of her Dower or Thirds

—Item I Give and Bequeuth To my Daughter

Sarah an Out Sett Equal in Vallue To the Out

Sett I Gave mv Daughter Nell To be Delivered

to her by my Executors out of my Moveable Es

tate at the Time of My Decease. Item I Give

Devlse & Bequealh To my Son Cornelius Coven

hoven all the Remainder of My Estate Both Real

& Personal Wheresoever, To him his Heirs and

Assigns forever Provided he Performs & lulfills

all the other Matters & Things herein Injoined

him in this My Will, (Excepting My Covered

Waggon & Horses 5:, Harness & the Remainder of

My Horses &Cattle and Such Moveables Thar’

I may have and Ne oes at the time of My

Decece To be Equally ivided amongst my Chil

dren, To wit: William, Nelly. Allice, Cornelius &

Sarah or their Children) Item it is My will That

my said Son Cornelius Do pay the sum of Six

Hundred pounds money aforesaid In Manner

tolling To Wit To allow a Good & Suificient

Support out of said sum for my Son Albert And

after the Decease of my Self, my wife and my

Son Albert, 'Whatever Part of said Six Hundred

pounds Shall be Remaining Shall be Equally

Divided Between my four Children William.

Nelly, Allice & Sarah or their Children And

Lastly I Do Hereby Nominate. Constitute &

appoint My brother in Law. Stoffel Logan &. my

friend Tobias Polheinus. Executors of this my

Last will & Testament Utterly Revokeing & Dis

aunuling all other Wills by me heretofore Made

Rattifying & Confirming this & no other to be

my last Will & Testament Note the word (form)

and the word (of) & the word (Sarah) being In

terlined Before Sealing & Delivery hereof

CORNELIUS A. COVENHOVEN.

Signed Sealed pronounced 81. Declared Tobe

his Last Will 8: Testament In the Presence of

Giiims-r COVENI-{OVEN

R.v1'1i COVENHOVEN

Jossru Tnnocinloirron

 

JACOB COUWENHOVEN AND HIS ELEVEN

CHILDREN.

Jacob Couwenhoven married at Flatlands,

L. I., November 12, 1705, Sarah Schenck,

who was baptized in the Dutch church at

Brooklyn, December 18, 1685. She too

was a resident of Flatlands, and the couple

had doubtless known each other from earliest

childhood. Jacob Couwenhoven received

such education as the schools in Brooklyn

at that time could give, and also such as he

could pick up from chance associations with

the traders, merchants, sailors and emigrants

who frequented the harbor of New York.

Like his brother Cornelius he is said to have

owned a sloop, which made trips from Brook

lyn across the bay to the Monmouth shore.

It is likely that this was the same boat and

owned jointly by twoor more of the six Con

over brothers. For one boat of this kind

would be amply suficient to transport all

their families, goods, chattels and stock,

from the shore of the East river over to Mon

mouth county, and also to take back such

peltries, venison and other articles they had

to sell and for which a demand existed in

the New York markets.

Jacob Couwenhoven, by his wife, Sarah

Schenck, had the following children, all of

whom are supposed to have been born in his



 

 

 

 

House of Daniel I’olhemus Schanck rm his farm in l’lc:rs:mt Valley. .\'. I.

Photographed in summer of 1900.

 

Part of Schanck-Cov<nho~en Cemetery in Pleasant \»'alley. N. I.

I’hot0gr:\phed by .\Irs. L. H. S. Conovcr in the winter of 1900.
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dwelling house which stood on the north

side of the street through Middletown vil

lage, somewhere between the location of the

present Baptist church and the Hartshorne

burying ground.

Jannetie, b. December I0. 1706.

Annetie, b. February, 1708, married John, son

pit' Danfiel Hendrickson and Catharine VanDyke,

is W1 e.

Daniel Hendrickson, a son of this cou le,

married Nelly or Eleanor VanMater. he

was born Au nst 4, 1735, and died February

12, 1828, an is buried in the Hendrickson

burying ground on the farm of the late

George Crawford Hendricksou in Middle

town village. A sou of this last couple,

John, born June 13, 1773, married Mary,

daughter of John Lloyd, and died in Jan

uary, 1807. lie was the father of the late

Charles I. Hendrickson, of John Lloyd

Hendrickson and Daniel Hendrickson, who

owned the farm now occupied by the Mor

fords at the eastern end of Middletown vil

lage and opposite to the farm owned by his

brother, John Lloyd Hendrickson in his

lifetime. '

William, b. February 1710, married Antje,

dau titer of Daniel Hendrickson and Catherine

Van ke,aforeaatd.

She was baptized December 30, 1711.

The records in secretary of state’s oflice at

Trenton, show that letters of administration

on his estate were granted October 17, 1742,

to his widow, Ann, his brother Ruliph and

his brother-in-law, William Hendrickson.

The Brick Church records show that he had

two children baptized, viz: Daniel, March

30, 1737, and Jacob, October 14, 1739. His

widow married March 17, 1744, for her

second husband William, son of Cornelius

Couwenhoven, of Pleasant Valley, and who

has been heretofore mentioned as “William

C. Kouwenhoven of Carroway.” By this

last marriage she had three children, (lst)

Cornelius, baptized April 7,1746, married

Mary, daughter of Hendrick Hendrickson

and Neeltje Garretse Schenck, his wife, and

died October 10, 1806; (2nd) Catherine,

baptised April 16, 1749; (3rd) Williampe,

who married Martin or Matthias Couwen

hoven, a brother of her mother’s first hus

band and hereinafter particularly described.

Ruliph, b. March 1, 1712, married Au net 12,

1741, Jannetje, dau hter of Daniel Hen rickson

and Catherine Van he, his wife, aforesaid.

The church records show the following

children baptized: Sarah, baptized February

21, 1742; Daniel, January 15,1744, and

Catherine, Februarv 16, 1746. Letters of

administration on his estate were granted to

Peter Couwenhoven, (brother) William

Hendrickson, (brother-in-law) and Tunis

Denyse, or Denise. His widow married for

her second husband Peter J anse Schenck, as

has been already mentioned, together with

the names of her children by this last hus

band.

Jacob, b. February 1, 1714, married December

21, 1742, Margaret, daughter of William Couwen

hoven and Arriantje Bennett, his wife. The

marriage license was granted November 16, 1742.

Garret, b. November 5, I718. married October

12, 1744, Neeltje, or. Eleanor, daughter of Roelof

Schenck and Gewie Hendrickson, his wife, died

December 9. 1797.

He owned quite a large tract of land in

what is now Marlboro and Holmdel town

ships. Part of this laud is still (1898) in the

ownership and o cupation of his lineal male

descendants. The two farms near Taylor’s

mills in Holmdel township,where Daniel D.

Conover and Garret Rem Conover lived

about 40 ears ago and where their sons

now live, is part of the tract. The family

burying ground is on the farm owned by

Daniel D. Conover and near the dwelling

house. It is es ially noticeable for the

care, neatuess an good taste which it always

shows. Here Garret and his wife and many

of his descendants are buried.

Peter, b. December 14, 1718, died January 14,

1718.

Peter, baptised May 29, 1728, married Catherine

daughter of Roelof Janse Schenck and Geesie

Hendrickaon, his wife, and at that time widow

offlimon Deflart.

Garret and Peter Couwenhoven are the

two sons-in-law named as executors in Black

Roelof Schenck’s will. Also see pages 317

18, Old Times in Old Monmouth.

John, b. May 17, 1722, married Mary dau hter

of.rArie VanDorn and Antje Janse Schenc ,his

wi e.

Martin, all spelled in will but Matthias else

where, b. 1725. married William , daughter of

“William C. Kouwenhoven of arroway.”and

\~ s on wife, and the

wo iso eat ro er, am.

This Matthias Couwenhoven lived on a

farm on the right hand side of the road from

Ogbourns Corner to Middletown, just east

of theGolden farm. There is an old Conover

burying ground on theGolden farm near the

line, which would show that the Conover-s

owned all the land around this burying

ground at one time.

The Matthias Conover interred in the Bap

tist church yard at Middletown and whose

tombstone shows that he died September 28,

1842, aged 80 years, 2 months and 5 days,

and the Ruliph Conover, interred near him,

who died June 12, 1873, aged over 85 years,

are l believe descendants ofthe above named

Matthias ('ouwenhoven.

‘l~J-:..2,:.''idFf,

/n'sq§{csY

w'\t;@/
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There was also another child named Sarah

but I can find no record of her except in her

father’ s will.

Jacob Couwenhoven made his will July

5, 1743. He a oints his sons, Ruliph,
Garret and Jacolh, executors and they all

ualified. He mentions in his will six sons,

artin, (Matthias) Ruliph, Jacob, Garret,

Peter and John, one daughter, Sarah, three

randsons, Daniel Hendrickson and Jacob

endrickson and Daniel Couwenhoven, and

one granddaughter, Sarah Couwenhoven.

This grandson, Daniel Hendrickson, I think

became sheriff of Monmouth county during

the revolutionary war. He was the grand

father of the late Charles I. Hendrickson

who owned the farm on the north side of

Middletown street, between the lands of the

late Dr. Edward Taylor and the Murray

homestead, now owned by his son, John S.

Hendrickson.

Jacob Couwenhoven in his will describes

himselfas a yeoman and a resident of Mid

dletown. I have not been able to find out

where he was buried. He owned a large

tract ofland, and it is likely he was buried

somewhere upon that as was then the custom.

According to tradition, current among the

descendants of his son, Garret, at Taylor’s

mills, he provided all of his seven sons with

a farm. Of course such traditions are very

uncertain and unreliable, but they sometimes

contain a few grains of truth. I do not know

whether there is any truth in this tradition,

but only repeat what is said. And this is

the story handed down among the descen

dants of his son Garret, who as everybody

knows, are amon the most respectable citi

zens of Monmout county, and whose every

day word is better than a good many people’s

oath on the Bible. They have been inform

ed and so understand from talk of their fore

fathers, that Jacob Couwenhoven’s seven

sons owned and occupied the following farms:

William had the farm where Daniel G.

Conover lived, and now or.lately owned by

Edward Hopping in Middletown township.

Ruliph owned lands where the late Ezra

Osborne lived and the farm adjacent on the

west on north side of the highway from Balm

Hollow to the John Golden farm.

Matthias owned the lands on the opposite

side of this highway. The private family

burying ground of the Conovers on this land

supports this claim.

Jacob owned the farm of the late John

Eastman.

Garret owned what was in after years

known as the farm of “Farmer Jacob Cono

ver” and the farms of Daniel D. Conover

and Garret Rezo Conover, near Taylor’ s

mills in Holmdel township. The last two

are still (1898) in family ownership.

John owned the farm known as the Mur

ray homestead in Middletown village together

with lands adjacent, now part of the Morford

farm and of John S. Hendrickson’s farm.

Peter owned the “Garret VanDorn farm”

on the south side of Middletown street, now

owned by the son of the late Azariah Cono

ver.

Jacob Couwenhoven is said to have been a

large, well proportioned man, bluff and

straightforward in manners and hospitable

and obliging to all who sought shelter under

his roof or aid at his hands. It will be

noticed that there were several marriages

between his children and Daniel Hendrick

son’s children. This man was quite a near

neighbor, living where his great grandson,

Hon. William H. Hendrickson now lives at

Holland or the Luyster neighborhood as

sometimes called.

Garret, one of Jacob Couwenh0ven's sons,

married Netty or Eleanor, daughter of black

Roelof Schenck, and had the following chil

dren:

Jacob, b. June 19, 1746, married April 7-5,

1771. Mary, daughter of Hendrick Schenck and

Catherine Holmes his wife.

He was known as “Farmer Jacob,” and

the farm he lived on was considered the

model farm of that day in Monmouth county.

He left two sons, Hendrick, who married

Ann B. Crawford and whose descendants

are named in “Old Times in Old Mon

mouth.” Garret, who married Alice,

daughter of Tobias Hendrickson and Rebec- .

ca Coward, his wife, of Upper Freehold

township. A daughter of this couple named

Rebecca H., born in 1805, married Thomas

Meirs and was the mother of Collin B.

. Meirs, born September 7, 1833, on the old

Meirs homestead in Upper Freehold town

ship, and who was auditor of Monmouth

county for seven years. and now one of the

first citizens of Upper Freehold township.

Ruleph, b. November 8, 1747, married Jnne 22,

1773, Anna, daughter of Garret Coertse Schenck,

and Nell Voorhees, his wife.

Sarah . January 3, 1749, married John Lloyd

and ma September s, ma.

She is buried in the Conover family bury

ing ground on the Daniel D. Conover farm

near Taylor’s mills. One of her daughters,

Mary, married John Hendrickson, son of

Daniel Hendrickson and Eleanor VanMater,

his wife, before mentioned. She is buried

in the Hendrickson burying ground at Mid

dletown village and the tombstone at her

grave, states that she died July 11, 1865,
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aged 92 years, 8 months and 24 days. She

was the mother of the late Charles I. Hen

drickson of .\Iiddletown village.

Daniel G.. b. January 20, 1750, married Febru

ary 9, 17$. Margaret Beseau,(often spelled Bezo).

She was born February 28, 1768, and died Decem

ber 26, 1823.

Daniel G. Conover lived and died on the

homestead farm near Taylor’s mills, and is

buried in the family bur ing ground on this

farm. After his death t e land was divided

between his two sons, Daniei D. Conover

and Garret Rezo Conover, whom many per

sons now alive remember. Garret married

as before stated, Mariah Schenck. Daniel

I). married May 26, 1825, Mary, daughter

of Garret G. Vanderveer, and died October

22, 1861. He was a genial, hearty man and

endeavored to make everything pleasant to

all with whom he came in contact. His

hospitality was unlimited, if the roof of his

house was left. His widow, who was born

February 21, 1806, is still living on the

homestead with their son, Garret. She is

remarkably active and hale for one so near

the century mark. Hon. William V. Con

over, who occupied the farm left him by his

father, Tylee Conover, on the north side of

the Shrewsbury river, opposite Red Bank,

and who died a few years ago, was a grand

son ofthe above named Daniel G. Conover

Margaret Reseau, his wife.

Gachey, b. February 5, 1758, married first Hen

drick P. son of Peter Albertse Couwenhoven

and William Voorhees, nu wife.

Anne, b. ay 21, 1754, married July 18, 1785,

Isaac. son of second Jacob VanDorn, and Maria

' Janse Schenck, his wife, and died June 11, 18-18.

\ She and her husband are buried in the

Episcopal church yard at Middletown vil

lage. They were the parents of Garret Van

Dorn, who was born May 31, 1789. He

married Williampe, daughter of Hendrick

P. Couwenhoven and Gache Couwenhoven,

his wife, above mentioned, is cousin. She

was born January 1st, 1793, and died on

the VanDorn homestead at Middletown vil

lage, January 31, 1874. She and her hus

band are buried in the Episcopal church

\ yard at Middletown aforesaid.

Garret VanDorn died childless and intes

tate. He was well known throu hout Mon

mouth county, being gentle an lacid in

disposition, without an enemy in t e world,

he was respected and liked by all who knew

him. He left a large estate with no debts

beyond funeral expenses and charges of his

last sickness. Yet this estate has remained

unsettled down to the present day. It is

the “Jarndyce vs. Jarndyce” case of

.\Ionmo|1th county. lt shows how an estate

involved in no law suits and no debts, can

be dragged through the courts for years. A

true history of this estate would be of great

interest, not only to the relatives interested

but to the public at large, so that we all

might know “how not to do it,” while

making great pretension of doing, settling

and distributing. A more honest man never

lived than Garret VanDorn and no man ever

left property freer from all claims and liti

gation than he. Yet the estate became en

tangled and has been left unsettled, although

more than forty years have passed away

since administration was granted to Wil

liampe, his widow. She of course depended

on and wholly trusted others to do the busi

ness.

The seventh child of Garret Couwenhoven and

Neeltje Schenck, his wife, was Mary, born April

5, 1756. died oung.

Garret, b. ptember 15, 1758, died unmarried.

John b. May 23, 1760. married Au nst 22, 1778,

Jane, daughter of Garret Coertse henck and

Nelly Voorhees, his wife, died May ll, 1802. He

was buried in the yard of the Marlboro Brick

church. His widow married August 20, 1812, her

second husband, John H. Schenck, and died

November 5, 1886.

John Conover and Jane Scheuck, his wife

were the parents of the following children:

Elias b. August 10, 1779, married July l 17%,

Mary, daughter of Rullff H. Schenck and Qarah

Schenck, his wife.

They were the parents of John E., Rulifl

E. and Hendrick E., already mentioned in

a former article.

Garret 1., b. March 81, 1785, married Janua

6, 1571, Sarah, daughter of Ruliff H. Schenck an

Sarah Schenck, his wife, died May 12, 1829.

He owned and occupied the farm where

Gideon C. McDowell now lives in Marlboro

township.

Jane, b. September 10, 1789, married October

28, 18$, Jena ban B. Gordon, son of Ezekiel Gor

don, and died June 1,1881. Her husband was

born March 16, 1785, died May 13, 1830.

Sarah, b. —— married March 14, 1803, Albert

VanDorn.

Nelly, b. — married December 7, 1796, George

Morris.

There were two other children who died

young.

There were, of course, other descendants

of Garret Couwenhoven and Neeltje Schenck,

his wife, but I have not the dates of their

births, marriages and deaths and therefore

do not name them, but the record I ive

will enable all who can go back to t eir

grandfathers, to fix their family descent

without any mistake. Garret Couwenhoven,

the progenitor of this line of Conove is

said to have been a hearty, whole-sou ed

man. That he resembled in a marked degree

his father, and because of his tall well pro



32 EARLY DUTCH SETTLERS OF /lIO1WliOUTh'.

portioned form and his handsome appear

ance, attracted notice wherever he went.

He is also said to have taken great interest

in and care of his children; that he en

deavored to train them to habits of sobriety,

economy and industry, and judging by re

sults after all these years, his descendants

seem to have profited by his eflorts, for with

very few exceptions they seem to have been

among our principal citizens down to the

present da . As his children grew up and

left the ol homestead to make their way in

the world, he is said to have advised them

in plain words, but in the spirit and intent

expressed in the following verses.

”You're going to leave the homestead Jacob,

You’re twenty-one today,

And the old man will be sorry, Jacob,

To see you go away.

You've labored late and early, Jacob,

And done the best you con d;

I aln’t a oln to sto you, Jacob,

I woul n’t fl cou d.

The years, they come and o, my boy,

The years, they come an go;

And raven locks, and tresses brown,

Grow white as driven snow.

M life has known its sorrows, Jacob,

ts trials and troubles sore;

Yet God, withal, has blessed me, Jacob,

'In basket and in store '

But one thing let me tell you Jacob,

Before you make your start,

There’: more in being honest, Jacob,

Trrt0eo’m' than or no ' smart.”

Thou h rogues may seem to flourish, Jacob,

An sterling worth to fall,

Oh! kee in view the good and true;

"I'will u the end prevail.

And don't be mean or stingy, Jacob,

But lay a little by

Of what you earn; you soon will learn

How fast 'twill multiply.

Bo when old age comes creeping on,

You'll have a goodly store

Of wealth to furnish all your needs,

And maybe something more.

There's shorter cuts to fortune, Jacob;

We see them every day,

But those who save their self-respect,

Climb u the good old way.

”All is no gold that glitters ”Jacob,

And makes the vul ar stare,

And those we deem t e richest, Jacob,

Have olt the least to spare.

Don 't meddle with your neighbors, Jacob,

Their sorrows or their cares'

You'll flnd enough to do, my boy,

To mind your own aflalrs.

The world is full of idle tongues.

You can afford to shirk;

There's lots of ple ready, Jacob.

To do such dirty work.

And if amid the race for fame

You win a shining prize,

The humble worth of honest men,

You never should des ise.

For each one has his mission, Jacob,

In lll'e's unchanging plan;

Though lowly be his station, Jacob,

llr is no less a man.”

 

THE YOUNGER OF THE SIX CONOVER BROTHERS

AND HIS CHILDREN.

This was the youngest of the six Conover

brothers, who removed from Flatlands, L. I.,

to Monmouth county, N. J.

ln Book G of Deeds, page 162, Monmouth

county clerk’s oflice, is the record ofa deed

dated October 3rd, 1705, from John Bowue,

merchant of Middletown township, to John

Covenhoven, yeoman of Flatlands, Kings

county, L. 1., for the consideration of £300

two tracts of land, one containing 94 acres

and the other 215 acres, in the township of

Freehold, (now Marlboro) and conveyed.

In the description it is stated that these two

tracts lie together and are bounded on the

east by lands of Jacob VanDoi-u and Aria

(Adrian) Bennett. On page 165 of the

same book of deeds is record of a deed dated

October 15, 1709, from Jacob VanDorn of

Freehold township to John (Jovenhoven of

the same place, for a tract of 38§ acres, ad

'acent to the two tracts above mentioned and

tween them and other lands of said Van

Dorn. These two deeds show that John

Covenhoven had removed from Long lsland

and was actually settled in Monmouth coun

ty sometime between 1705 and 1709. The

lands described in the above deeds, or the

greater part of them, have been continuously

in the 'on of the descendants of Jan

Couwen oven from that date in the present

year of our Lord, 1898.

Peter G. Conover, the well known and

highly respected farmer of Marlboro town

ship, was born, lived and died on this home

stead. He was a grandson of the said Jan

Couwenhoven. John Lyall Conover, who

now owns and occupies these lands, and who

is one of the first farmers of Monmouth

county, is a eon of the late Peter G. Conover.

l.aI'n.\-ette Conover, and Rtacy P. ('onover,
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Ruins of the old grin mill of Cornelius Covenhoven at Carroway.

near Kcyport, I\. J.
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\'|ew of Cornclius C0venhoven's milldam and pond at Carroway,

near Kcyport, N.

Photographed July, 1898.
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lately deceased, who owned and occupied

valuable farms in the same vicinity, were

also sons of Peter G. Conover and great

grandsons of the original settler, Jan Cou

wenhoven. Jan Couwenhoven made his

will November 23, it was proved December

29, 1756, and is on record in the oflice of

the secretary of the state of New Jersey, in

Book F of Wills, pages 392, etc. He names

in this will seven sons, viz:—William, Gar

ret, Cornelius, Peter, John, Jacob and Do

minicus. He appoints as executors his son

Garret, his cousin Roelof Schenck, (Black

Roelof) and his cousin Garret, son of Koert

Schenck; only his son Garret qualifies. This

will is witnessed by David Williamson, Cor

nelius Couwenhoven and Elbert Williamson.

All his sons except Garret removed from

Monmouth county to Penns Neck and from

there his sons (Jornelius, Peter and Jacob

emigrated to the state of Kentucky. Peter

is said to have removed from Kentucky to

the state of Illinois. lt is also said that he

had a daughter Trynt'e, who removed with

her three brothers to entucky. Dominieus

married Mary Updyke. His will dated

January 23, 1778, at Princeton, N. J., is on

record in Book 20 of Wills, page 194, etc.,

at Trenton, N. J. He names in this will

the following sons:—John, William, Garret,

Levi and Peter. He devised his farm at

Penns Neck to his sons Levi and Peter.

The records of .\[arlboro Brick church

show only the following children of Jan

Couwenhoven baptized:—Trinke, baptized,

October 30, 1709; Cornelius, baptized April

6, 1712; Peter, baptized December 5, 1714;

Jan, baptized April 12, 1719; child unnam

ed, baptized, June 7, 1724.

Garret, his youngest son as supposed, was

born on the old homestead in Marlboro town

ship April 27, 1726, and resided there

until his death, November 1, 1812. He is

buried in the yard of the Marlboro Brick

church, and his age, inscribed on his tomb

stone, is 86 years and 6 months He mar

ried first Neelt'e, daughter of Benjamin

VanMater and lizabeth Laen, his wife,and

had by her five children. He married

second Antje, daughter of Peter Janse

Schenck and Jannetje Hendrickson, his

wife. She died April 5, 1803, aged 49 years,

7 months and 2 days. B his second wife

he had the following chil ren:

Eleanor, b. December 18, 1787, married Hon.

Lafayette Schenck.

Mr. Schenck at one time represented Mon

mouth county in the New Jersey Assembly.

He lived and died on the farm now (1898)

owned and occupied by his youngest son,

Lafayette Schenck, in the township of Atlan

tic. He was also the father of the late Rev.

Garret Conover Schenck, the well known

clergyman of the Dutch church, and who

died only a few years ago. As Eleanor Con

over was, on her mother's side, a descendant

of Jan Schenck, and her husband, Lafayette

Schenck,was a descendant ofGarret Schenck,

the Dominie was a lineal descendant of the

two Schenck brothers who first settled in

this county.

Jane, b. November 9, 1789.

Ann, b. September 1790, married first William

Schenck, second Theodore Rue.

John, b. December 17, 1791, married Ann

Smock.

Peter G., b. January 2, 1797, married Novem

ber, 10, 1819, Charlotte, daughter of John Lyall,

and died May 21, 1888.

During his long life of nearly four score

and ten years he lived in peace with all men

and was respected by everybody for his in

tegrity. His name is mentioned in a case

decided by the supreme court of New Jer

sey back in the year, 1825. This decision

is found in Third Halstead, New Jersey

Reports, pages 90 to 116. His name

is brought in through his marriage

in the Lyall family and in a brief ac

count of this family and some of their con-.

nections. It seems to have been an impor

tant case, for the decision fills thirty-six

solid pages of this book. Four of the great

est lawyersof that day in New Jersey appear

for the parties. Robert Stockton and George

Wood for the plaintiff and Garret D. Wall

and L. H. Stockton for the defendant.

George Wood subsequently obtained a

national reputation as a lawyer.

This case turned upon the construction of

the will of Eleanor Lyall, who had bequeath

ed a farm of 108 acres at Nut Swamp, Mid

dletown township, to Feuwick Lyall. Fen

wick Lyall sold and conveyed this farm to

Richard Crawford for the sum of $4,390.

After Fenwick’s death it was claimed that

he only had a life right under his mother’s

will The Supreme court in their long opin

ions sustained this construction. Fenwick

Lyall and John Lyall are interred in the

Lippitt burying ground at Middletown vil

lage. Peter G. Conover, by his wife Char

lotte Lyall, had the following children:—

John Lyall, who married Abbie M. Bishop and

now occupies the old homestead.

Lafayette, who married Elizabeth, daughter of

William Schenck and Abbey Polhemus, his wife.

William Schenck was a son of Roelof I’.

Schenck, or Long Ruly, as called, and a

brother of Antje Schenck who married Gar

ret Conover above memtioned, the grand

father of Lafayette Conover.
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Stacy P.. who married Ellen L., daughter of

Daniel P. Schenck.

h Gar)-ret, married Mary L. Hulse, (formerly Hule

art.

Charles, died young.

Ann Eliza, married David Baird.

Eleanor, married Alfred Conover. They are

the parents of the well known lawyer, John L.

Conover of this county.

Emma, married Ferdinand Byers.

Three other children, Amanda, Jane and

Eugene, died young.

ln this connection I might say that Gar

ret Conover by his first wife, Neeltje Van

Mater, had a son named Garret who married

Mary, daughter of the third Garret Schenck.

He owned and lived on the farm where the

late John W. Herbert lived in Marlboro

township, adjacent I think to the farm of

the late Stacy P. Conover. He built the

brick house yet standing where Judge Her

bert lived until his death. Another Garret

H. Conover, son of Hendrick P. and Ghseey

Conover, his wife, owned and occupied the

adjacent farm where Joshua Smith now lives

and a Garret I Conover owned and occupied

the farm where Gideon C. McDowell resides.

This Garret I. Conover was a son of John

G. Conover (a brother of farmer Jacob Cou

wenhoven ), born May 23, 1760, and mar

'ried August 22, 1778, Jane, daalghter of

Garret Koertse Schenck and Nelly oorhees,

his wife, and who died May 10, 1802. Gar

ret I., the son, was born March 31, 1785,

married a daughter of Ruliff H. Schenck

and died May 12, 1829. His brother Elias,

horn August 10, I779, wns the father of

Hendrick E. Conover, so well known to the

people of Freehold, and who died only a

few years since and hereinbefore mentioned

with his brothers, John E. and Rulifl E.

These three farmers all had the same wal

nut tree for a beginning corner. The peo

ple of this vicinity in speaking of these

three Garret Conovers, made up a simple

little rhyme which serves to identify and

distinguish them. It ran thus:—

The farms of the Garret Conovers, three;

Garret H., Garret l. and Garret G.,

All butted up to a walnut tree.

The walnut tree l understand was cut

down a few years ago and a slab from it pre

sented to all the descendants of the three

Garrets who could be reached, as a relic.

Jacoba Vanderveer, the wife of Jan Cou

wenhoven and ancestress of this Conover

line, was born at Flatbush, L. I. She was

baptized April 29, 1686, and was a daughter

of Cornelius Junse Vanderveer and his wife

Trintje, daughter of Gillis DeMandeville.

Cornelius Janse Vanderveer came from Hol

land to America in the ship Otter, Febru

ary, 1659. In 1677-8 he purchased a farm

at Flatlands, L. 1., where he settled. One

of his daughters, Neeltje, married Daniel

Polhemus. He also had a son, Dominicus,

baptized November 16, l6"1'9. This Domin

icus Vauderveer was associated with Daniel

and Johannes Polhemus, Auke Lefierts or

Leffertson, Ryck Hendrickson Suydam,

Jacob Hendrickson Suydam and Stephen

Coerten in a purchase of s tract known as

the 1500 acre tract on Swimming river from

Lewis Morris in 1709. This Auke, or

Aukey Lefferts was the progenitor of the

Lefiertson or Lefierts family in Monmouth

county. He was born April 4, 1678, mar

ried May 29, 1703, Marytje Ten Eyck, a

sister, I think, of Johannes Polhemus’ wife.

He died November 26, 1769. and is interred

in the Polhemus family burying ground at

Scobeyville. Of these urchasers only Jo

hannes Polhemus an Auke Leflertson

actually settled. The old deeds for the pur

chase and subsequent transfer from Daniel

Polhemus to Johannes Polhemus are still

in the possession of the Polhemus family at

Phalanx, Atlantic township In Book l of

Deeds, pages 450, Monmouth county clerk’s

oflice, is record of a deed from Cornelius

Vanderveer of Middletown township to John

Covenhoven of Freehold township, dated

September 18, 1789. lu this deed Cornelius

Vanderveer states that he isa son of Domin

icus Vanderveer and for the consideration of

£1332 he conveys a tract of 330 acres in

Shrewsbury township, lying on both sides of

the public road leading from Tinton Falls

to Colts Neck and between Swimming river

and Fall river or brook, being a part of the

Manor ofTinton, conveyed by Edward Antill

and Anne, his wife, to Cornelius Vanderveer,

March 27, 1741, the grandfather of said Cor

nelius, the grantor in this deed.

There is also record of a deed dated June

2, 1712, in the Monmouth county clerk’s

oflice from Stephen Warne of Middlesex

county to Tunis Vanderveer and Cornelius

Vanderveer of Fl-atbush, Kings county, L.

I., for a tract of 350 acres in Freehold town

ship. The Middle brook of Topnnemes, the

South brook of Topanemes and the line of

John Baird’s lands are mentioned in the des

cription. The above named Tunis and Cor

nelius Vanderveer were sons of Dominicus

Vanderveer. These deeds show when and

how the Vanderveers first came into Mon

mouth county.

Tunis Vanderveer, above named grantee,

married about 1723, Aeltje, daughter of Gar

ret Snhenck of Pleasant Valley, and settled

on ptrt of the above tract. it has been in



 

l’':\.rm'nousc now (1901) on the .I."n ('nvenh0ven farm. nvar \\’ickatunk,

N. J., and still owned and occupied by the d.scendants

cf the pinnccr settler.

Ph0t0gra',)h taken by Mrs. L. ll. S. (innm,-er in the summer of 1900.

 
 

 

 

rHd Lousc nn Murray homestezul in village of Mid<llctown. N. J., occu

pied and owned by Jacob ('0\'enlmven during the latter

part of the eighteenth century.

l’h0tngraphcd in the summ<r of 1900 by .\lrs. L. H. 5'. Conover.
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this family ever since. David Arthur Van

derveer, who now owns and occupies it, is a

lineal descendant of Tunis VanDerveer and

Altje Schenck, his wife. Thug had a son

Tunis. born April 19, 1739. e had a son

.1Ighn1,7l§-€>’rn ipril ‘£01763, malr:-lied February

, nna wne. ey were e

iaients of ten children. Among them were

oseph I., born Jangar 9, dl7I90,b3nd mar;

ried Jane Smock, an vi ., ru Apri

19, 1806, married February 13, 1828, Mary,

daughter of William Covenhoven and Janet

Davis, his wife. Joseph I. Vanderveer was

a wellknown and a very po ular man

through Monmouth county, “ ncle Jose

Vanderveer,” as he was generally add

He had two or three horses stolen one ni ht

from his stable. Single handed and in is

everyday clothes he started out the next

morning to find them. His pursuit led him

throu h the state of New Jersey, city of Phil

adelp ia, lower counties of Pennsylvania

into the state of Maryland, where he found

and ca tured the thieves and brought his

horses ack home. His courage, rsever

ance and determination shown in this adven

ttlitrga wagdtalkeidrofbanclll tol(Il)afoi-dnilan Y vgars

a rwa s. is rot er, vi . an er

veer, lived and died on the old homestead in

Freehold townshi . His death occurred

July 23, 1884. lge left four children sur

viving him:—

Hannah Matilda, married February 5, 1861,

David Clark Perrine, who was born at Clarke

burg, Millstone township, October N, 1816.

He was the wellknown merchant of Free

hold who made the “Big Red Store,”

famous in this part of New Jersey. Their

only son, David Vanderveer Perrine, the

leading merchant of Freehold, has deepened

and widened the business his father estab

lished.

William Conover, h. Juiy 22, 11.

He removed to and settled in Ohio where

he still lives.

John D., h. September 78, 18$, married Novem

ber N, 1.859, Jane Ann dau hter of John Henry

Vanderveer and Jane moc , his wife.

David Arthur, b. June 23, 1844, married Novem

ber 2, 186, Eleanor G., daughter of Tunis Van

derveer Schenck.

He resides on the old homestead where

his forefathers settled nearly two centuries

ago. Thus both in the history of Jan Cou

wenhoven and of the Vanderveer family in

which he married we find they have held to

the present day the lands in Monmouth

county on which they first settled. This

speaks well for their stability, conservatism

and contentment with things as found. No

family in Monmouth can show a better

record in this respect. lu this connection I

may add the late Col. Elias Conover of

Middletown and Joseph Conover, father of

the late William W. Conover of Red Bank,

and of Sidney Conover, are descendants

of the above named Jan Couwenhoven and

Jacoba Vanderveer, his wife.

 

REASONS WHY THE NEW YORK HOLLANDERS

MIGRATED TQ NEW JERSEY.

It may seem strange why the VanDorns,

VanPelt.s, VanAmacks, (Aumocks) Van

Siclens, (Sickles) and other Dutch people

left the towns and villages of New York,

and the society of their relatives and friends

between 1690 and 1720, when there was so

much unoccupied land close by, just as fer

tile and cheap as that in Monmouth, Mid

dlesex and Somerset counties, N. J.

Monmouth county at that time was reach

ed from Long Island b sailing vessels, gen

erally small sloops. hey of course were

dependent on the winds and tides. In calms

or contrary winds a sloop might be two or

three da s in making the passa e. In the

winter when the bay was covere with float

ing ice or disturbed by violent storms, no

passage was possible.

The few people who then resided in Mon

mouth county, were of adifferent raceand

language and had nothin in common with

these Dutch people from ng Island. The

country here was little more than a howling

wilderness. No roads which deserved the

name, but mere tracks through the primeval

forests over the old Indian paths, very few

bridges, no schools or churches of their lan

guage and faith. In short none of the con

veniences of civilized life.

To understand this migration it is neces

sar to take a brief glance at the political

an social conditions of affairs in the pro

vince of New York. Just before 1690 the

great revolution had occurred in England,

which drove King James into lasting exile,

and placed on the throne of Great Britain
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the Stadtliolder of the Dutch Republic,

William of Orange. Everything in Eng

land was in confusion, and they had no in

formation or time to consider the afllsirs of a

little colony like New York some three

thousand miles away. When the news of

this great revolution was received in New

York, the old oflicials who had been appoint

ed under King James were naturally sup

posed to be his adherents. The Dutch pop

ulation were well satisfied to have a man of

their own race and country, like William of

Orange, as their sovereign. In fact, for the

first time since the piratical seizure of New

Netherlands, in the interest of this same

King James, then known as the Duke of

York, were the Dutch people really satisfied

with Etiglish rule.

At .-tJggestlon and with support of many

of the Dutch and English people, particu

larly those in Kings county, L I., and New

York City, a man named Jacob Leisler was

chosen to administer temporarily the govern

- ment of New York until communication

could be had with the government of Great

Britain. This of course would require from

four to five months with the sailing vessels of

that time. '

An Englishman named Richard lng0lds

by, who had been identified with the old

oflicials appointed under King James, back

ed b the aristocratic clique who had pre

viousy controlled the provincial govern

ment, attempted also to rule. In this they

were defeated by the Leisler party and some

of the leaders, like Nicholas Bayard, had

been imprisoned. Jacob Leisler wasa plain,

sincere man, without any experience in pol

itical intrigue or duplicity. He was also

without ability to manage public matter of

such magnitnde or at such a critical period.

He was however 8. zealous protestant and

an enthusiastic su porter of William of

Orange. the revolutionary king.

He took ever possible way to have King

William and éueen Mary proclaimed the

legitimate sovereigns of Great Britain at all

the principal villages and towns of New

York. On the 4th of March, 1690, he sent

an order toone John Langstaff or Long

street of East Jersey, directing him with the

aid of the principal freeholders and inhabi

tants of the place to proclaim William and

Mary king and queen of England, Scotland,

France and Ireland, according to the form

used, at chief towns of East Jersey, with

all the solemnities usual on such occasions.

This was done at the villages of Middletown

and Shrewsbury, sometime in the month of

March, 1690, for they were the principal

towns in this part of East Jersey. This

action on the part of Leisler proves the

utter falsity of the charge afterward trumped

up by his enemies, that he was the ringlead

er of a Dutch Fplot to subvert the English

govern -.nent. inally on the 19th of March,

1691, an Englishman named Henry Slough

ter duly commissioned as Royal Governor,

arrived in New York. He was entirely

unacquainted with the people and the true

situation of public matters. He naturally

fell into the hands of the old English poli

ticians and relied on them for all informa

tion. Many of these men were the bitter

political and personal enemies of Leisler.

They looked upon him as an upstart and the

leader of the common people who had push

ed himself forward, contrary to usage, pre

cedent or aristocratic connections.

At their suggestion, made fora sinister

purpose, Sloughter appointed Ingoldsby to

demand from Leisler the surrender of the

fort and the disbandment of his military

forces. Surprised at such a messenger and

suspecting a trick, Leisler at first refused

but finally when convinced that the new

governor had really deputized him, he sur

rendered up the fort without any resistance.

Leisler, his son-in-law, Jacob Millbourne,

and several of his principal oflicers, were at

once arrested and thrown in prison. Slough

ter, who was a mere thing of putty, was per

suaded by these conspirators to call what

was designated a special court of Oyer and

Tet-miner to try these prisoners. Leisler

and Millbourne, knowing that their convic

tion and death was a foregone conclusion

with this packed tribunal, refused to sanc

tion the farce by a “ lea of guilty” or “not

guilty,” but stood ' mute” as it was then

called.

This so-called court, with indecent haste,

found them guilty and sentenced them to

death by hanging, mutilation of their corpses

and confiscation of all their property.

Sloughter however seems to have had a little

idea of what was proper, for under date of

May 2nd, 1691, he writes to Lord Incltiquin

in England. After informing him of the

“conviction of Leisler and his accomplices”

by a court of Oyer and Terminer, adds “I

am not willing to proceed but upon extreme

necessity and unttl his majesty shall have

information and his pleasure be known.”

If Sloughter had ursued this course the

colonial history of ‘cw York, and his own

memory would have been saved from a dis

graceful stain.

The arch conspirators, however, well un

der-l\t0d that a review of Leisler’s.case by
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intelligent and disinterested men, would de

feat their vindictive purpose. They at once

took measures to change the gov.ernor’s in

tention. We have no sure means of know

ing what rivate representations they made

to him, alt ough many grave and scandalous

rumors and reports were circulated among

the eople. We have however the records

of t eir public proceedings, made up by

them in the best shape they could put it.

The following is their record, on the 14th of

May, 1691, at a council held at Fort Wil

liam Henry, New York:

“Present: Governor Henry Sloughter,

Frederick Phillips, William Nicolls, Nicho

las Bayard, Stephen VanCortlandt and

Gabriel Monville, of the council.”

Then they go on to say that Governor

Sloughter inquires “what is best for the

of the country, as he was about to go

to Albany” (then a trip ofabout two weeks).

With one voice, showing previous collusion,

they replied, “that to prevent insurrection

in the future and to preserve the governor’s

authority, it was absolutely necessary that

the death sentence against Leisler and Hill

bourne be forthwith executed.”

At this time there was not the least dan

ger of insurrection yet with this bold lie,

they induced the governor to sign the death

warrant. Two days later, such was their

haste, May 16, 1691, Jacob Leisler and

Jacob Millbourne were strangled to death

in the city of New York. They both met

their death like christians and brave men.

They asserted their innocenceto the last and

declared that what they bad done was for

the protestant reli ion and in the interest of

King William an Queen Mary. Thus was

consummated one of the darkest crimes in

the annals of the State and colony of New

York.

We cannot now realize the deep anger and

lasting resentment aroused among the friends

and supporters of Leisler, particularly in

Kings county, L. I, where he had a num

erous following.

These men never forgot or forgave the

aristocratic clique which with bitter malice

and false pretenses had hunted these men to

death. It aflected and influenced the poli

tics of New York down to the revolutionary

war, when the“dangerous Democratic ideas,”

which lngoldsby spoke of in one of his com

munications as being at the bottom of the

Leisler troubles, were triumphant. The

whole case however came before the English

government a few years later. In 1695 an

act was passed by the House of Lords and

Commons and approved by the King, right

ing this foul injustice so far as was possible.

This act isentitled 6 & 7 William Ill, Anno

1695. The following is the last section of

the act.

“That said conviction, judgement and

attainder of Jacob Leisler and Jacob Mill

bourne, deceased, and Abraham Uovernenr,

and any of them, be and are repealed, re

voked, made and declared null and void to

all intents and constructions whatsoever, as

if never made.”

This was a sweeping and full vindication

of those victims to partizan malice and per

sonal hate on the part of the government

of Great Britain. It restored to their fam

iliesthe property that had been confiscated.

At about this time the celebrated Minister

of New England, Rev. Increase Mather,

writes under date of January 20, I696:

“I am afraid that the guilt of innocent

blood is still cryin in the ears of the Lord

against you. L y rd Bellmont said to me

“that he was one of the committee of Par

liament who examined the matter, and those

men, (Leisler and Millbourne) were not only

murdered but barbariously murdered.” How

ever the murdered men have been cleared

by the King, Lords and Commons, etc.”

If such was the opinion of disinterested

men, far removed from the scene of the

troubles, the reader can judge how dee and

bitter was the anger of the friends an sup

porters of Leisler and the relatives of the

other men imprisoned and convicted with

him. Many of these men were alarmed. If

Leisler and Millbourne could thus be exe

cuted and their property seized what securi

ty is there for any of us? was a natural in

quiry. The young men about to leave home

and make a settlement elsewhere looked

around to see if there was some place where

they would be safe, where laws would be

equitably administered and where there

would be full liberty of conscience or relig

ions worship. New Jersey was then govern

ed by the proprietors. They had offered

liberal terms to all persons who would settle

on their lands, for without inhabitants their

lands were worthless. Some of these pro

prietors, like the merchants in London,were

influenced solely by mercenary considera

tions. Others like William Penn and

Robert Barclay, by bilanthropic and con

scientious motives. bert Barclay of Aber

deen, Scotland, had been made governor of

New Jersey. He was famous as a scholar

and writer and for his hilanthrqphy. He

wasa son of Robert relay, who at one

time bad served as a soldier under Gustavus

Adolphus of Sweden, but in after years be
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He is cele

brated by John G. Whittier in his poem

entitled Barclay of Ury. He had brought

up his son in the tenets of the Quakers or

Friends. It was through this son that many

of the persecuted covenanters and Presby

terians had been released from prison and

directed to New Jersey. These prominent

Friends were for several years the managing

or controlling men in the government of

New Jersey. This fact was known far and

wide, and it was a guarantee that full relig

ious freedom would be allowed in New Jer

sey and fair laws enacted and equitably and

justly enforced and construed. The Quakers

themselves had sufiered bitter persecution

and their doctrine of peace and non resis

tance, etc., was an assurance to all that no

persecution would occur under their govern

ment, as indeed was the case. William

Penn’s name too, was a tower ofstrength. A

Hollander too named Arent Sonmans and

his son, Peter Sonmans, after his death,

was a proprietor and owned thousands of

acres in Somerset and Monmouth counties.

He was well known to his countrymen in

New York and used his influence to direct

the current of imigration to those counties.

lint it was the bitter discontent with the

government of New York caused by the

Judicial murder of Leisler and Millbourne

and the confidence in the men who controll

ed the government of New Jersey, which

induced so many of the young men to re

move from the towns and villages of New

York and settle in Monmouth, Middlesex

and Somerset counties. This chapter in the

colonial history of New York has never had
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the attention and consideration it deserved.

It led to serious and far reaching results.

Bayard and VanCortland, who had been so

active in this injmtice and outrage, were

connected by blood with the patroons of

New York. The wealth, influence and

power of these men were used to suppress

and smother as far as they could this dis

graceful deed. They then controlled uhlic

matters almost as completely as Bill weed

did in his day. Therefore men were afraid

to speak out and call things by their real

names. Like the railroad corporations and

Standard oil corporation and others of like

character they had patronage and power.

They could reward or punish. Thus am

bitious men who wanted oflice, selfish men

who wanted money, society men who want

ed introduction and timid or cowardly men

afraid of injury, and all the rest who were

governed by self interest and cool calcu

lation, did not speak out but wound, turned

and twisted their way so as to keep in with

both factions or parties. Right too on the

heels of the Leisler difliculty came the inter

ference of Lord Cornbury with the church.

His arbitrary efiorts to establish Episcopacy

and his assumption of ower over other

denominations deepened t e discontent with

the government of New York. The quar

rels and contention and troubles in the Dutch

churches of Kings county, L. l., from 1705

to 1714 and the government interference

with them also disgusted the Smocks, Van

Brunts, Luysters and other Dutch people

and sent the young men over to New Jersey

where they at least could worship as th'ey

pleased.



just two centuries ago.

CONFLICT BETWEEN LEWIS MORRIS AND THE

PEOPLE OF MIDDLETOWN.

Jacob VanDorn, as the name is now spell

ed, with his brother-in-law, Arie (Adrian)

Bennett, removed from what is now a part

of Brooklyn, then known as Gowanus, to

Monmouth county in the year 1697 or 98,

He married about

1694 Marytje, (.\Iaria or Mary) a daughter

of Arian Williamse Bennett and Angenietje

VanDyke, his wife, who then resided at

Gowanns. Jacob VanDorn became a com

municant in the Dutch church of Brooklyn

in 1695. Our records in the Monmouth

County Clerk’s Oflice show that John Reid,

a Scotchman, who was quite prominent in

public affairs of this county between 1690

and 1720, and who was a faithful agent for

some of the Scotch proprietors, conveyed to

Richard Salter, by deed dated December 23,

1689, recorded in Book H of Deeds, page

325, part of his land called Hortencia, lying

principally in what is now Marlboro town

ship and likely running over into what is

now Holmdel township, for Freehold town

ship in 1689 had not been set off from Mid

dletown township. ln this deed it is stated

that the lands conveyed begin where “West

Branch comes into Hop brook at a place

called Promontoria.” John Reid, who was

an intelligent and prudent man, had doubt

less satisfied the Indians and also procured

a legal title from the proprietors of East

Jersey for this tract of land prior to his

transfer to Salter.

Under date of April 2, 1697, Salter assigns

this deed to “Adrian Bennett and Jacob

VanDorn of Gowanus, Kings county, Island

of Nassau,” (Long Island). This assign

ment is recorded in Book H of Deeds, page

327, and was a very singular method to con

vey real estate. The number of acres is

not stated. It appears that Bennett. Van

Dorn and Salter were thrown together by

this business transaction and that Salter must

have gained the good will and friendship of

those two men by his fair and kind treat

ment of them; for only a year or two later

we find Bennett and VanDorn resisting the

sheriff of the county, John Stewart, and

preventing him from arresting Salter. Our

court records show that for their action in

this matter they brought upon themselves

the vengeance of the notorious Lewis Morris

of “Tintern Manor,” as he or his uncle, the

first Lewis Morris, had named it. This

place is now known as Tinton Falls, in

lonmouth county.

The minutes of the courts of Monmouth

county in clerk’s oflice, for the year 1700,

shows the following record entered at the

instance of, and no doubt dictated by, Lewis

Morris himself for a new clerk, Drummond,

also aScotchman, had just been appointed

and he had no ex erience in making up the

court records. he following is a correct

copy of this record.

“A Court of Inquiry held at Shrewabury for

tllaaaocounty of Monmouth, the 27th day of August,

Lewis Morris, President.

Samuel Leonard.

Jedediah Allen,

Samuel Dennis,

Anthony Pintard,

The Grand Jury of Inquiry for present service

were these:

John Reid. (1 Scotchman).

Jeremiah Stillwell, Alexander Adams,

John Slocum, Thomas Webley,

Thomas Hewett, , Patrick Cannon,

Ahiah Edwards, James Melven, * -

John West, Peter Emhley, * -

John Leonard, Samuel Hopenge,

William Layton. William Hoge.

Those marked with star (*) are Scotchmen.

After taking the oath Lewis Morris charg

ed them. We have no record of what he

said but judging by his other writings, when

angered, it was a violent harangue for the

F Justices.

‘’'-\

jury to indict Jacob VanDorn, Arie Bennett

and the other persons who had resisted his

pet sheriff, John Stewart, also a Scotchman.

The jury were almost, outside of John Reid,

the foreman, and the other Scotchman, made

up of his retainers and henchmen in Shrews

bury townshi . The justices also, who set

with him ha all been lately appointed at

his suggestion by the Scotch governor, An

drew Hamilton. In lain words this jury

was packed by Lewis orris for the ex ress

urpose of indicting Jacob VanDorn, A rian

Arie) Bennett and others of the Middletown

people. They soon returned the following

indictment, which had probably been drawn

up by Lewis Morris himself and given to

some of his agents on this grand jury. The

l'\z

ZF\u*e Yd’/t“€

oth Q/\:

$u>te.Q\wwvt

‘\r€S\<\¢/S

x€'\€/SQ . —



40 EARL Y DUTCH SETTLERS OF 1'lIO1\"1l'l0U7'l-I.

following is a true copy of this indictment:

“August ye 27th, 1700.—We, jurors present

Richard Salter, John Bray, James Stout, David

Stout, Benjamin Stout, Cornelius Compton, Wil

liam Bowne, Tlioinas Hankinson, .Im'uh Van

Dorn. A rim: Hwntrlt, Thomas Sharp, Benjamin

Cook, Robert James, Thomas Estill and Samuel,

a servant of Salter, for riotousiy assembling on

the l7th of July and assaul!ing John S’ewart,

High Sheriff, and Henry Leonard, in the path

near house of Alexander Adams and hm! rH4tl

(Il'rvini1-l1/ 'll70'lLI'(lr'zl these said persons, took

their swords from them. carried them away and

kept them to the value of five pounds, money of

this province, in breach oi the peace and

terror of the king’s liege people. Signed in

behalf of the rest by

Joan Rsip, Foreman.”

We have an account written by two of the

most respected and honest citizens of Mid

d|ebtown township at the time of this occur

ance which throws a different light on this

subject. There is nothing in our early

records to throw the least smirch upon the

characters of Andrew Bowne and Richard

Hartshorne. They were straightforward,

honest men, who tried to do their duly in a

plain unostentatous manner. They com

manded the respect of all the people of Mid

dletown. Even Lewis Morris with his

abusive tongue and malicious heart, could

say nothing worse of them than that one was

an Anabaptist and the other a Quaker and

that they had defeated a bill to tax the peo

ple for the maintainance of the Episcopal

priests and prelates. as in England.

True copy of Andrew Bowne and Richard

Hartshorne account of this trouble from

pages 327-8-9 of Vol. II, New Jersey

Archives.

”East Jersey. Middletown ye 28d July. 1700,

&c.—Y0urs of 6th of April last come to our

hands, it being the first we received from you.

for which we thank yon; but could have wished

you had sent us a more certain account of the

settlement ot' the government, which, never so

much as now, wants to be settled Since the de

parture of Mr. Slater, Col. Hamilton the usurp

ing Governor at that date] hath put r. Morris

[Lewis Morris of Tinton Fallsj into commission

of his council and justice, be ieving him to be

the only man that can make the province submit

to him as governor, without the king’s approba

tion, and in order to effect it they turned out an

Englishman who was sherifl and put in a Scotch

man, [John Stewart, who resided in what is now

Eatonbown township], who they thought would

obe them without reserve. And it is said Mor

ris as given out that he will carry his point in

making the peo le submit to Col. Hamilton or

he will embrue t e province in blood. In Order

to which they seized upon several persons in

tending to force them to give security for their

ood behaviour, which one of them refused to

0. and so continued in the sheriff's custody.

This the eople took greveiously, it being harvest

time, an they had given out warrants to seize

Richard Salter and others. And the sheriff

John Stewart with warrant issued by Lewis

orris, Justice] had like to have taken him.

Which some ofhis neighbors understanding went

and met the sheriff [John Stewart with his depu

ty. Henry Leonard .banged him, broke his head

and sent him pac ing, upon wnlch,a.s we are

informed, the people resolved to meet on

Friday, the 19-h day of July, in order

to go and fetch home him that was in

the sherifl‘s hands, upon which Morris

and Leonard, [Lewis Morris and Samuel Leon

ard] dispatched an express [man on horseback

to ride fast] for Governor Hamilton [he then

resided at Burlin ton City] who immediately

came to them, [at lnton Falls . They ressed

about fifty men [Morris' henc men in Shrew!

bury township and his Scotch contingentaronnd

Freehold, likely] and came on 19th 0 July only

two days after Sheriff John Stewart and enry

Leonard had been thrashed] in arms with guns

and other weapons to Middletown [t e village]

and came to the or inary [the tavern or public

house, which then stood where George B0wne's

dwelling now, 1898, stands] and there inquired

for said Salter and one Bray John Bray]. Then

they marched off [went bac to Tinton Falls].

The eople of Middletown [township] were as

semb ed to the number of about I00 [another ac

count says about 150 men but without arms, only

sticks [mild term for clu s] yet had it not been

for the persuasion ofsome much in the public fa

vor there would have been broken heads if not

further mischief, the said justices having persua

ded. the person in the sheriff's hands to give so

enrity for his good behavior the day before this

meeting. In this position thin stand in this

county and we believe that t roughout the

province, inclnding the Scotch, there is six to

one against owning Col. Hamilton Governor,

and almost all bitterly against Morris, whom

they look upon as the first man [as indeed he

was] that opposed government.

ANDREW Bowim,

RICHARD HARTSBOBNB,

One of ye Council.”

Some of our local Newark historians have

in their one-sided efforts to enlogize Lewis

Morris, spoken in a slighting way of Captain

Andrew Bowne. There is no evidence to

justify this in our early records. He was a

plain, outspoken, sincere man who always

stood four square in his tracks. He could

not cajole or flatter like Lewis Morris when

he wanted favors, neither could he abuse in

bitter fashion his opponents, like Morris.

He had no such command of vituperative

language, but what he said he meant, and

he was always consistent. Those who knew

him best (his neighbors of Monmouth coun

ty) respected him, while Lewis Morris was

detested for his arbitrary and unscrupulous

efibrts to further his own interests even when

he sat as judge of our county courts. He

was constantly in law suits, during the years

running from 1692 to 1698, and his influence

and that of his cousin, Lewis Morris, of

Passage Point, who was also ajustice, gave

him a decided advantage over the peo le he

sued. The attempt of Governor amil

ton and Lewis Morris to overawe and

intimidate the people of Middletown by

an armed body of men failed. lt

ought to have been evident to them that
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Middletown would not

submit. They were distinctly informed

to this effect and had warning of what would

happen and what did happen at Middletown

village on the 25th of March, 1701.

This record of that court as it stands on

the minutes in the clerk’s oflice was evidently

entered at the dictation of Lewis Morris, who

was then the presiding judge of the county

courts. This record represents the people

of Middletown as breaking up this court,

taking Governor Hamilton and the county

ofllcials prisoners, out of sympathy with a

self confessed pirate, who had served under

the notorious Capt. Kidd, and in order to

rescue him from the officers of the law.

This was a grave and serious charge and one

very likely to be noticed and punished by

the English government. Piracy, however,

was an offence outside of the jurisdiction of

the Monmouth courts as it occurs on the

high seas and it is cognizable only in Ad

miralty courts. So Lewis Morris failed to

bring upon the people of Middletown the

vengeance of the home government. He

however sent a certified copy of the court

record to the English government backed

up by a long communication. He also wrote

the people of about the same time to the Bisho of Lon

don saying that the people of iddletown

were the “most ignorant and wicked people

on earth and have no such thing as church

or religion among them.” He also, a short

time after his captivity at Middletown,

went to England, in order to accomplish

his vindictive or ambitious desi s.

Jacob VanDorn and Arie ennett, al

though indicted and harrassed for some time

by the oflicers, were never brought to trial,

for the proprietors of New Jersey surrender

ed the next year (1702) their right of gov

ernment to the English crown. Lord Corn

bury and other new oflicials came into power

who ignored entirely all the old disputes

and quarrels.

This old record, while unexplained, throws

a dark shadow on the characters of Jacob

VanDorn and Arie (Adrian) Bennett, but

when real facts are understood, it appears

that they stood up manfully without regard

to consequences to protect their friend,

Richard Salter, and resist the tyrannical and

illegal acts of a usurping governor and his

pretended oflicers of the law. It speaks

well for their resolution, courage and intel

ligence.

JACOB VAN DORN AND HIS DESCENDANTS.

Between 1697 and 1701, Jacob VanDorn

became the sole owner in fee of 675 acres of

land in what is now Holmdel and Marl

boro townships. This tract lays west of

Pleasant Valley, and wasjoined on the east

by lands ofJan Schenck and on the west by

part of lands of Albert Couwenhovtn. It

runs from the southwest corner of Pleasant

Valley over to what is now called Hillsdale,

near Bradevelt station and the Brick church.

This is a small valley running west from

Pleasant Valley. Jacob VanDorn’s land

included all this valley and ran up into the

hills on each side. It was covered with the

primeval forests and undrained swamps when

he settled there. At the northwest corner of

the original 675 acres is a tract of woodland

now (1898) owned by Hon. Daniel P. Van

Dorn of Freehold, which has come down to

him by descent from the first Jacob Van

Doren, the pioneer settler.

Jacob Van Dorn erected his first dwelling,

probably a log cabin, on the rising ground or

knoll where the residence of the late Tho

mas Ely stands, just west of the mill pond

and on the north side of the road from

Holmdel to the Brick church. Over this

road the VanDorns Schencks, Couwen

hovens and Hendricksons, of Pleasant Val

ley and vicinity, travelled every Sunday to

attend services at the First Dutch church

for over one hundred years. After a few

years the log house gave way to a more sub

stantial and convenient dwelling, erected on

the same site. Here Jacob VanDorn lived

and died. On the stream which flows down

from the hills, only a stone’s throw east

from his residence, Jacob VanDorn built a

dam and erected a grist mill as early as

1714 if not earlier. This mill was a great

convenience to the settlers for four or five

miles around, and it shows that Jacob Van

Dorn was a practical, energetic man, who

understood the needs of that community.

This mill remained on the same site until

1829, when SheriffJohn J. Ely,who was then

the owner, erected a new mill about 200

yards further down the stream, where it

still remains and is now known as Ely’s

mills near Holmdel village. Jacob Van

Dorn died between April 24, 1719, and

March 21, 1720. Ido not know where he
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is buried, unless on his farm, as was then

the custom. He was quite young at the

time of his death, and most of his children

were minors. His wife, Marytje Bennett,

survived him many years, and is said to

have been an excellent woman and a most

devoted mother. Jacob Van Dorn left a last

will executed in 1719. He devised half of

his lands and half of his mill to his eldest

son, Aure, or Arie, and the other half to

his fourth son, Jacob. He also directs them

to pay £75 to each of his other children,

except Isaac, his youngest son, who is to

have £37 more than the others. Aure and

Jacob VanDorn married sisters, daughters

of their nearest neighbors, Jan Schenck, and

run the mill together. After Aure’s death

in 1748 or’49, his only son, Jacob, occupied

his part of the mill and the lands. He

died unmarried September 9, 1785, and

then Jacob Couwenhoven, son of his sister,

Mary VanDorn* who married John Jacobse

Couwenhoven of Middletown village, came

into the ownership of it. Jacob Couwen

hoven erected a large and commodious dwel

ling on the site where Jacob Van Dorn had

erected his log house and his second dwel

ling. This house, although remodeled and

latered,is still standing and bids fair to outlast

the showy and flimsy buildings of today.

Jacob Couwenhoven died April 28, 1815,

and left the real pro rty to his sons, Aaron,

Ruliph and Isaac, w 0 lost it,and in the year

1822, it was bought by Sherili Jchn J. Ely,

and has been since oocu fed by his two sons,

W'lliam and Thomas lilly, and their heirs.

-Under the first Jacob VanDorn’s will, the

- western half of the 675 acres adjacent to

Hilladale was assigned to and occupied by

. his fourth son, Jacob VanDorn, and on this

The eldest son, J800%‘:,_\V‘V‘1‘r)“'8. \ei?v'v‘a’rds

owned and resided on the eastern half of the

VanDorn homestead and ran the mills,

he lived and brought up his family.

ll

married three times and had fifteen children.;-Jlis uee as 52 years and 8 moutha

His first wife, Arriantje Couwenhoven, was

baptized September 25, 1746, and was the

daughter of Jacob Jacobse Couwenhoven,

and Margaret Couwenhoven, his wife, who

was a daughter of William Couwenhoven

and Arriantje Bennett. By this wife Jacob

Couwenhoven had the following children:

John, married November 25, 1789, Ann Van

Brunt.

Jacob, married September 26, 1799. Catharine '¢vived him oranumber of years.

Schenck.

Margaret, married February 18, 1798,Schuyler

Schenck.

Mary, who died unmarried, and always retain

ed a room in the dwelling house where Thomas

Ely lived, and where her father died.

By his second wife, Eleanor Smock, whom

he married December 29, 1782, he had:

Elizabeth, married February 9, 1808, Daniel,

a son of Dominie DuBots.

Anne, married November 18,1806, Sidne De

nise, who was baptized January 80, 1788, an was

a son of Jndge Denyse Den se and Catharine

Schenck. his wife, asister of a t. John Schenck,

the famous patriot soldier of P easant Valley.

By his third wife, Nelly Schenck, whom

he married December 10, 1788, he had:

Ellen, married April 3, 1811, Peter Schenck.

Ruliph, married first, Ellen VanCle.af. second,

Maria VanCleaf, daughters of Joseph Vanflleaf

and Nelly Schenck, his wife.

Aaron, married a Miss Bray.

Jane, married February 3, 1820, Peter Garret

son.

Isaac, married Alche Bennett, daughter of - -~

Jglrin W. Bennett and Elizabeth VanMater. his

e.

Sarah, married John French.

Oaty, married John Frost.

Arinthia. died unmarried.

Peter, died when a little child.

Jacob Couwenhoven’s will was made

April 24, 1815, proved June 22, 1815, re

corded in Book A of Wills, pages 703, in

Monmouth county Surr0gate's oflice.

The second Jacob VanDorn built a good

and substantial dwelling on his half of his

father’s lands about 1753. When Jacob

died, his sou, Peter Van Dorn lived there,

brought up a large family and died there.

Then his son-in-law, Elisha Holmes, occu

pied the house and part of the 317 acres

originally assigned to second Jacob. Many

of the old people now living remember

Elisha Holmes.

The first Jacob VanDorn, by his wife,

Marytje Bennett, had ten children all of

whom were reared on the homestead at

Holmdel, viz:

 

Arie or Aurc (sometimes confounded with and

spelled Aaron in English) his oldest son, was

born about 1695 in Gowanus, (Brooklyn) mar

ried about 1730, Antje, daughter of Jan Schenck

and Sara Couwenhoven, his wife. and died Be

tember -l, 1748, and is buried in the Schenc -

Couwenhoven grave yard. His tombstone gives

His wife sur

*Mary VauDorn and John Jacobse Couwen

hoven had the following children:

Jacob, baptized January 19, 1752.

Antie, baptized January 18, 1753; died young.

Saartje. baptized June 15, 1755, married Hay 1.

1779, Joris Smock, who was born November 24,

1754, and died December 7, 1834. His wife died

Marqh so. i7.s4 .

Ane, baptized April 13, 1760.

Oatrena, ba tized April 80, 1764.

Antje, ha t zed September 0, 1773.

He had one

son, jacob, baptized January 1st, 1784, and died

September 9th 1785,unmarried, ed 52 years 9

mouths and edays; interred by h father. e

had four daughters, viz:

Mary, baptized March 81 1731, married John

J.icobse Couwenhoven of Middletown village.
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Sarah. born about 1736, died unmarried.

Ann, baptized March 25, 1738. married Cyrenins

VanMater, who lived near Stone Hill, north of

Colts Neck.

Neelt'e, or Eleanor, bap!ized May 16th, 1742,

marrie first Hendrick Smock of Freehold town

ship, and second Garret Hendrickson of Mid

dletown township; interred in Schenck-Couwem

hoven5ard. She died February 13, 1834, aged

90 years, 10 months and 8 days.

e .| ,/\(Angelina) born about 1697. and

about 1718 married Roelof. son of the first Garret

Schenck and Neeltje Voorhees, his wife.

Her husband was known as “Brewer

Roelnf” Schenck to distinguish him from

from his cousin, “Black Roelof” Schenck.

e resided on a farm lying on the north

west side of Pleasant Valley, adjoining that

of his father-in-law on the north. This

couple had eleven children. Some of them

settled in Somerset and Hunterdon counties

an'l there cleared farms and raised families.

Some in each generation went further and

further west, and ever opening up the wild

erness for farm lands, until now their descen

dants are found in all the northern tier of

states to the Pacific ocean. And wherever

they settled in the west, if sufliciently num

erous to control public sentiment, (and it

did not take very many of them to do this)

we hear of no cowardl and horrible tales of

lynching helplem an lonely prisoners in

jail, but the orderly administration of the

law, that no one should sufl'er death unless

first roved guilty before a fairjury.

Wherever they went they took their

Bibles, their homely virtues, plain ways

and industrious habits. And while they

never claimed any holiness and

perfection from all sins, and never boasted

of being Pilgrims or the sons of Pilgrims,

and above earthly things with all their hopes

fixed on a crown of gold and harp in heaven,

yet they tried to live without wronging

other people in word or deed, to improve

and build up the country and start tkeir chil

ilren on an honest and industrious path in

ife.

Chrlstyjan. (Cnristain) baptized September 17.

1099, married Altje, daughter of Jan Schenck

and Sarah Couwenhoven, his wife.

She was baptized May 25th, 1705 and died

at Middlebush, Somerset county, N. J., in

I801. it is said that when 95 years old she

rode every Sunday when the weather per

mitted to the Dutch church at New Bruns

wick six miles from her home.

Christain VanDorn removed from Mon

mouth to Somerset county about 1723. He

purchased a tract of 525 acres in the north

side of the present Amwell road at Middle

bush. He let his younger brother, Abra

ham, who also came at a later date to Middle
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" bush, have 166 acres on the north of the 359

acres which he retained.

Abraham VanDorn is said to have served

as sherilfof Somerset county, 20 consecutive

years, and was hi hly respected for his busi

ness qualities. n 1752, while Rev. John

Leydt was pastor of the Dutch church at New

Brunswick, Christain and Abraham Van

Dorn were both in the consistry, one as

deacon and the other as elder. They fol

lowed in their father’s steps. He was the

first deacon of the Dutch church in Mon

mouth, when the church was organized in

1709, and his son Abraham was the first

child baptized after the installation ofJ0seph

Morgan, the pastor, by Rev. Bernadus Free

man, from Long Island.

Christain VanDorn, by his wife Altje

Schenck, (sometimes spelled Alchy) had 17

children, all of whom grew up, married and

had large families, except one named Roelof.

At the time of her death, 1801, Altje

Schenck VanDorn had 17 children, 129

grand, 200 great grand and six great great

grandchildren, in all 352 descendants.

For the names of Christain Vandorn’s chil

dren, who they married and where they

settled, and some account of their descen

dants, see an article by Hon. Ralph Voor

hoes, on. the VanDorn family in Somerset

county in August, 1873, number of “Our

Home,” amonthly magazine then publish

ed by A. V. D. Honeyman at Somerville,

N. J ., pages 337 to 342. -

Wilhelm (William) VanDorn, born about

1701, married Altje, daughter of Cornelius

Couwenhoren and Margaret Schenck, his

wife of Pleasant Valley, and died young

without children. His widow married for

her second husband Cornelius Middach.

Jacobus (Jacob) VanDorn, born January

21, 1703, baptized in Brooklyn April 27th,

1703, married first Marytje, daughter of

Jan Schenck and Sarah Couwenhoven, his

wife. This made three sisters of this Schenck

family who married into this VanDorn

family. Marytje Schenck was born August

8, 17l2, and died October 31, 1756.

Jacob VanDorn married a second wife,

Rachel, daughter of Garret Schenck and

Neeltie Voorhees his wife, also of Pleasant

Valley, and a cousin to his first wife. She

was at this time the widow of Guysbert Long

street of Squan (Manasquan). Jacob Van

Dorn died February 26, 1779, on the west

ern half of his father’s lands, containing

about 317 acres. He had by his first wife

seven sons and three daughters of whom

more hereafter.
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Augenietje, baptized hlarch 29, 1705,

married about 1729, William Wyckofl, who

lived near Monmouth court house or Free

hold village. This couple had five sons and

six daughters. One of their sons Jacob

Wyckofl', born 1730, and died March 5,

1812, married &rah tlouwenhoven, grand

daughter of Jacob Couwenhoven of Middle

town, and who is named in his will. She

was born 1733 and died August 25th, 1796.

Their son William was a colonel in the

Revolutionary war and was the father ot

Nathaniel Scudder Wyclrofl, one of the prin

ci al farmers and land owners in what is now

It analapan township, during the early part

of the present century. Another son of

William Wyckoffand Augenietje VanDorn

was Peter Wyckoff, who was a guide or aid

to General Washington at the battle of Mon

mouth, and was also the grandfather of the

famous “Chevelier Henry Wyckofl',” once

editor of the Democratic Review. Some of

the descendants of this William Wyckoff

and Augenietje Van Dorn settled in Louisiana

and others at Easton, Pa. The late Col.

Wyckoff who fell at the head of his regiment

i r the battle of Santiago, Cuba, is said to be

a descendant of this Easton branch.

Katrintje (Catharine), born 1707, mar

ried a Cornelius Wyckofl; supposed to be

from Long Island or Somerset county.

Brom, (Abraham) baptized October 20,

1709, being the first child baptized in the

Dutch church of Monmouth. His father

was a deacon at this time. He removed to

Somerset county, N. J., and settled on the

north part of the tract purchased by his

brother, Christain VanDorn at Middlebush.

He became sherifl of Somerset county, and

one of the leading and influential men of

that day. Who he married I am unable to

say but it is said he married a Forman.*

Peter, baptized §g gem r 2 1"0l, and

was drowned at Shoa ar our, now Port

Monmouth) when a young man and un

married.

 

Isaak (Issac) baptized March 13, 1715.

He remained a bachelor and lived near the

old VanDorn homestead and carried on a

tannery, shoemaker shop and country store.

Jacob Van Dorn, the fourth son above

named, owned and occupied under his fath

er’s will, about 317 acres, the western half

of the tract next to Hillsdale. He built the

dwelling house where Elisha Holmes resid

ed until his death. In i745, while sick, he

executed a will now in possession of Hon.

Daniel P. VanDoren of Freehold.

He afterward recovered and lived many

years or until 1779. He had other children

born after this date, so he cut ofI his signa

ture from this will and so cancelled it. He

probably made a later will. With exception

of his signature the paper remains unaltered.

It shows however exactly what children he

then had, what disposition he intended of his

property and also what friends he trusted to

look after his minor children and carry out

his wishes. In short he speaks for himself

in this will and I think it important that a

copy should be preserved in print. It will

interest his numerous descendants now re

siding in many states of our union.

True copy of second Jacob Van Dorn’s

will made in 1745, and afterward cancelled

by him:

'In the rsve yard of Old Scots burying

ground we nd a tombstone inscribed “Eleanor,

wife of Abraham VanDorn, daughter of Jona

than and Margaret Forman, who died May 22,

1738,aged $0 years.” Jonathan Forman married

Margaret Wyckoff and became acommunicant

of the Dutch church in 1714. His wife no doubt

brought up her children according to Dutch

manners and customs and so the Forman chil

dren, like the Holmes, became Dutchmen

through intermarri e with a more vi orous

and sturdy race. I t ink his daughter linor

married this Abraham VanDorn, who removed

to Somerset county, but he lost her almost as

soon as he married her, according to the in

scription on this tombstone.

“In name of God, Amen. I. Jacob VanDorn

of Freehold, in the county of Monmouth and

Eastern Division of the Province of New Jersey,

Yeoman. this 28th day of May, A. D.1745, being

very weak in body but of sound and perfect

mind and memory. do make. ordain and con

stitute this my last will and testament as fol

lows, viz:

lmm'(rnis: I resign my soul into the hands of

God, my great and glorious Creator, who gave it

me, and my body to the earth in hopes of a

glorious resurrection at the last day through the

merits of m blessed r-edeemer, Jesus Chnst our

Lord, to be uried at the discretion of my execu

tors hereinafter mentioned. And as for my tem

ppral estate. which God,in mercy hath given

me, my will and desire is that my funeral

charges first be aid and all my other just and

lawthl debts disc arged and the remainder to be

disposed of as follows, viz:

Item: I give unto my lovin

she shall remain my widow, ull ossession of

the farm I now live on with everyt lug belong

ing to it; and if she should marry a ain, I give

unto her £100 of this currency at B s illings the

ounce to be levyed out of my movable estate.

Item: I give unto my eldest son named Jacob,

three and one quarter parts ot my estate; it

being divided into sixteen equal parts (viz: all

my estate both real and personal).

Imn: I give unto my second son named

John, three sixteenths parts of my estate, both

real and personal.

Item: I give unto my third son named Wil

lism, two and three riuarters of sixteenth parts

of my estate, both rea and personal.

In-m; I give unto my fourth son named Isaac,

two and one half of the sixteenth parts of my

estate, both real and personal.

wife so long as
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Item: I give unto my daughter named Sarah,

two and one quarter of the sixteenth parts ofmy

estate, both real and personal.

Item: I give unto my youngest son named

Aure, two and one quarter of the sixteenth parts

of m estate, both real and personal. My will

and esire also is thatif any of the above named

children should die, having no legitimate issue,

their portion to be equally divided between the

svrviving children.

M will and desire is that my executors here

ina r named, and I give them full power and

authority, if my widow should marry again, so

to dispose of the remainder of m estate, as may

be by them esteemed the most vaut eons for

my children, And if any of my said ch' dren be

under age at that time to bind them out to such

trades as they shall see most suitable, paying

each their several portions as soon as they shal

arrive at the age of twenty-one years. or as the

payments shall come in, if they shall sell the

said estate.

Item: I do hereby nominate. ordain and con

stitute Roelof Schenck, the son of John Schanck,

and W llliam Wyckoff of said Freehold, executors

of this, my last will and testament.”

Signed. sealed and delivered in the presence of

Joan Baltv,

Isaac V.n:Donx,

Jacos Scnmvcx.

Jacob VanDorn had by his first wife,

Maritje Schenck, the following children,

all of whom were raised on the western part

of the homestead tract:

Jacob, born January 15, 1731. died October 19,

1761, unmarried.

John. born January 6, 1783, married about 1756

his cousin, Augultje daughter of Roelof

Schenck and Engelije auDorn, his wife. He

removed to and settled at Peapack about 1760.

and had sons Jacob, William and Roelof, and

a daughter Ann.

William. born December 3, 1736. married first

Rachel. daughter of Guysbert Longstreet of

uau, (now Manaequan) and Rachel Schenck

his wife. She died about 1765 and he afterwar

married Mary Hunt. He removed to Pea ack

and had sons Jacob and Gilbert, and per aps

others He died October 4th. 1816.

Isaac, born January 24, 1739, and died October

5, 1749

Sarah, born February 20th. 1741, married about

1761, John Auwnides of Dutch Lane,at Eist

Freehold, and had ten children.

Aure, (sometimes mistaken for Aaron) born,

September 14, 1741, married May 9, 1765. Ghacy.

youngest dau~hter of Jan Roelofse Schenck and

Jacomynlje Couwenhoven. She was born Feb

ruary 14,1748, and died February 3,1820. She

was named after her father’s moth r, Geesie

Hendricirson, wife of Black Roelof Schenck, but

as the younger generations lost knowledge of

Dutch language they would spell Dutch names

according to sound, so “Geesie“ became

“Ghacy,' ”Antje” became ”Onchee,” "allje”

“Alchy.” etc., etc. This couple had known each

other from childhood, for the hon'esteads lay

near each other. Anre VanDorn and (lhacy, or

Ge--sie Schenck, his wife, removed to Peapack

and settled there. They raised a large family of

children. General Earl VanDorn, who was

killed in the Confederate service during the war

of the Rebellion, was a descendant of this couple

and not of Aaron. son of Christain VanDorn. as

,erroneously stated in a foot note to one ofJndge

Voorhees' articles in “Our Home” magazine of

Somervillc, N. J. See foot note on page 339 of

' Our Home,” in the year 1873.

Mary born November 8, 1746, married John

Schench of Penns Neck. He was a captain in

the Revolutionary war.

Isaac, born March 14, 1752, married July 8,

1784, Anne, daughter of Garret Couwenhoven

and Neeltje or Eleanor Schenck, his wife, who

was born May 21,1754, and died June 11,1848.

Isaac VanDorn died at Middletown village where

he lived, on the farm his only son, Garret Vau

Dorn, lived and died on, as has been heretofore

mentioned.

Peter, born July 4, 1755, married January 9,

1777, Jannelje, daughter of Elbert Williamson

and Williamptje Schenck, his wife.‘ Jannetje

Williamson was baptized July 12, 1758. Peter

VanDorn lived in the home his father built and

occupied his lands and raised a large family of

seven sons and four daughters. Among his sons

was one named William who married a dau h

ter of Daniel Polhemus at Phalanx, purchas a

farm in the resent townshi of Marlboro about

1816, where e resided until is death. He lett

surviving him one sou,Hon.Danie1 P. VauDoren

now, 1898) residing in Freehold, and who still

owns is father’s farm, and one daughter, Jane,

who married the late John Rue Perrine, who

was among the first farmers of Manalapan town

ship during the greater part of his life.

Ann, born October 27, 1756, married Lewis, son

of Thomas Thompson, who then owned the old

stone house on the west side of the turnpike

from Freehold to Smithburgh, (now Elton, for

merly Clayt0n’s corner . Th roperty was own

ed by Achsah Hendr'c on, w fe of Enoch Hen

drickson for many years. Since her death one

Hartman has bought it. The private family

grave yard of the Thompsons is on the farm.

This Lewis Thompson was a zealous and

active loyalist during the revolutionary war.

In courting and visiting his wife near Plea

sant Valley he had become familiar with all

the roads and byways and also with the cus

toms and habits of the Dutch settlers there.

 

*Children of Peter VanDorn and Jannetje

(Jane) Williamson, his wife.

Mary, born February 21, 1778, married Rulif

Smock.

Jacob, born October 13, 1779, married Gitty

Jane Schenck.

Elbert, born November 14, 1781, married Sarah

Cowenhoven.

Williainpe, born April 3, 1784. married Dr.

Benjamin DuBois, son of Dominic DuBois.

Ann, born January 30. 1786, died young.

John, born November 28, 1787, married Mary

Cowenhoven.

William, born March 2, 1790, married Cathar

ine Polhemus, died September 2, 1850. His wife

died the day previous Both were buried at the

same time in the yard of Brick Church.

Isaac, born July 13, 1792. married Eleanor

Hankinson. died August 16, 1858.»

Peter, horn April 15. 1794. married first Cath

arine DuBois, second Elizabeth VauDerveer. He

died February 20,1877.

Arthur, born July 29, 1797, married Harriet

VanCleaf.

Jane. or Jannette. born April 29, 1799, married

Elisha Holmes. She died September 27, 1837,

aged 37 years, 7 months and 27 ds\B. She was

buried by her husband in the Schenck Couwen

hoven yard.

Sarah. born May 31, 1808, married Pierson

Hendrickson who carried on business for many

years at Tlnton Falls.
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Captain John Schenck, the famous partisan

leader, resided on an adjoining farm, now

occupied by his grandson, David Schenck,

and near the VanDorn’s. A reward of fifty

guineas had been offered for his capture or

death by the British. There were several

midnight raids made by the Tories and

British to capture him. Three diflerent

times these bands surrounded his house

between midnight and daybreak to capture

him. He generally slept out in the woods

or if in his house he had scouts outlying who

brought him instant word of the approach

ing enemy.

On one of these occasions the Tories were

guided or led by this Lewis Thompson, who

had married among his near relatives and

neighbors. Knowing the country, Thomp

son managed so well, that Captain Schenck

barely escaped in his night clothes from a

rear window and concealed himself by lay

ing down in a wheat field behind his house.

It was in June and the wheat stalks were

high enough to hide a man laying down,

but so near was he that he could plainly

hear them talk and their threats to his wife,

and recognized this Lewis Thompson. When

war ended Lewis Thompson with his wife

removed to Nova Scotia. After remaining

there many years and learning that the old

bitterness and anger had died away, they

came back to visit their relatives. While

visiting his wife's people at Holmdel he

went one day into a country store kept by

one of his wife’s relatives. While there

Captain John Schenck happened to enter.

As soon as his eye fell on Thompson he

turned to the storekeeper sayin “Either

that Tory rascal must go out or e se I will.

The same roof can never cover us both, and

if I go out I shall never step foot on your

premises again if I live a hundred years.”

Knowing that Captain Schenck would do

just what he threatened, and that he would

lose the custom of his large family con

nections, he turned to Thompson saying

“Yon must get out of my store and never

enter it again.” So Thompson left. He

died before his wife leaving several sons and

daughters. One of his sons became a law

yer and settled at Somerville, N. J. His

mother went there to live with him after

her husband’s death, and died there at an

advanced age.

Van Doren Marriages From Brich Church

Records.

Joseph VanDoorn and Femmetje Wyckofl,

Aug. 5, 1739.

Anlje Vanl')oorn and Jan Clerk, Dec. 29, 17211

l'f>(:i

Arie (or Aure) Va.nDoorn and Geeaie (Ghacy)

Schenk, May 9, 1765.

nsaatharine Van Doorn and Hugh Newel, Nov. 1,

8 VanDoorn and Anne Covenhoven, July

, )

mggcob VanDoorn and Gltty Schenck, Feb. 4.

Wlllampe VanDoorn and Benjamin DuBois,

Feb. 16, 1803.

Albert VanDoorn and Sarah Covenhoven,

March 14, 1803.

aorlpgiog VanDoorn and Mary Covenhovsn, Jan.

llvillihm VanDoorn and Catharine Polhemna,

Nov. 28. 1815.

6 A8l-thur VanDoorn and Harriet VanCleef, Jan.

, 17.

Il’§t7er VanDoorn and Catharine DnBois, March

4, 1 .

Jane VanDoorn and Elisha Holmes, Feb. 17, .

1819.

Garret VanDoorn and Willampe Covenhoven,

Feb. 24. 1821.

Sarah V||.nD0orn and Pearson Hendrickson, V "

uA 7, 1823.

rgaret VanDoorn and Joseph D.Vanderveer,

Jan. 13, 1834.

Peter VanDoorn and Elizabeth Vanderveer,

Jan. 26, 1836.

Jacob VanDoorn and Eliza Jane VanMa.ter,

Dec.5.1837.

David VanDoorn nd Mary H. Crawford, Dec.

25'§,sZ1:-.-\r¢1’\

From Inscriptions on Tomb Stone in

Private Family Burying-ground on

the Daniel D. Covenhoven Farm Near

Tay1or’s Mills.

Mary VanDoorn, d. March 16, 1877. B8 yrs., 5

mos , 2 days.

Her husband, John VanDoorn, d. June 25,

181. 76 vrs., 6 mos , 27 days.

Peter Covsnhoven, d. Feb. 12, 1857. 54 yrs..

10 mos. -

His wife, Sarah VanDoorn, d. Aug, 6, 187$.

70 yrs., 3 mos, 12 days.

 

From Christ Church (Episcopal) Grave

Yard, Middletown Village, N. I.

Isaac VanDorn, d. May 7, 1881; age 79 yrs.,

1 mon., 12 days.

His wife, Anne Garretse Covenhoven, d. June

11. 1843; age 89 yrs., 21 days.

Their son, Garret VanDorn, b. May 81, 1789, d.

AlEf.8,185$- . .

is wife, Wtlliampe Covenhoven, b. Jan. 1,

1791; d. Jan. 31, 1874.

William, son of Isaac and Anne VanDorn, d.

Mar. 1, 1817, age 21 yrs., 8 mos., 4 days.

Mary VanDorn, daughter of Isaac and Anne

XanDorn, d. Mar. 13, 1805; age 17 yrs, 3 mos., 22

a s.

acob, son of Isaac and Anne VanDorn, d.

May 30, 1808; age 22 yrs., 8 mos., 4 days,

From Brick Church Cemetery.

Peter VanDoorn, Sen., d. Apr. 18, 1834; age 78

yrs. 9 mos., 14 da s.

His wife, Jane illemsen, (daughter of Elbert

Willemsen and Willempe Schenck) d. Jan. 28,

1845; age 88 yrs.. 8 mos., 2.=! days.
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Peter VanDoorn, d. Feb. 20, 1877; age 82 yrs.,

10 mos., 5 diys.

His wife, lizabeth Vanderveer, d. Mar. 2, 1862,

age 59 yrs., Pl days.

./Isaac VanDoorn, d. Aug. 16, 1358; b. Mar. 13,

1793. A soldier of the war 1812.

His wife, Elleanor Hankinson, b. Mar. 23, i806,

_d. Mar. 28, 1888.

Peter A.VanDoorn, d. Jan. 17, I876; age 71 yrs.,

5 mos., 20 days.

His wife, Elizabeth Kernaghan, d. Mar. 5, 1869;

age 58 yrs., 5 mos., 23 days.

Sarah VanDoorn, wife of John Patterson, d.

Oct. 23, 1862' age 22 yrs., 1 mo., 2! days.

William \ianDoorn, d. Sept. 2, 1&0, b. Mar. 2,

1790.

His wife, Catharine Polhemus, h. July 16, i797,

d. Be t. 1, 1860.

Th last was a double funeral. In death they

were united as in life. The fine monument in

gard of Brick Church over their graves tells

rieily the story.

Among the well known and honored citi

zens of Monmouth who have borne the

VanDorn name was Rev. Luther Halsey

VanDorn, a lineal descendant of Christain

VanDorn and Altje Schenck, his wife, of

Somerset county, heretofore spoken of. He

was paster of the old Tennent church seven

teen years. The children he baptized and

the young couples he married, are now old

men and women scattered through the town

ship of Manalapan and those adjoining.

They remember, however, Dominie Van

Dorn’s plain, earnest ways and talk, and the

sincere interest he took in all that concerned

their welfare. After he left Tennent he had

charge of two churches in New York Cily,

and then was called toa church at Mont

ville, N. J. in the latter years of his life

when his head was silvered and his shoul

ders bowed with the intirinities of age, he

was pastor of the Dutch church at Middle

town village, in this county. Here he “died

in harness.” While a man of reserved and

rather stiff manners outwardly, he had a

kind and sensitive heart, keenly alive to

ingratitude, slights or insults, and very

sympathetic for the troubles and sorrows of

others. While he had his own share of the

troubles, cares and trials which fall on a

country minister of this denomination and

also of domestic aflliction, he bore them

with that reticence and dislike of every pub

lic exhibition of eitherjoy or grief, heredi

tary in his family and race. When trouble

and bereavement came to others--his parish

ioners and neighbors—he was remarkably

tender and sympathetic in his efforts to con

sole and comfort them, but in a very plain

and homely manner. The writer once saw

him, when an old man and a little while

before his death, break down in public, and

cry like a child, while attempting to con

sole the members of a family lately bereaved

by death. The writer heard him in the

pulpit a short time before his decease. The

one idea which ran like a thread through

his discourse, was that the mystery of life

was as great as the mystery of death, and

that both were controlled by the Creator.

That the highest wisdom as well as practi

cal judgment iu everyday life, dictated en

tire trust or faith in the Creator, who did

all things well, and had promised that “At

evening time it should be light.” I cannot

recall his words which seemed prophetic of

the end so soon to come to him, when he lay

cold and still in his parsonage at Middle

town.1' His ideas however were identical

with those expressed in the following verses:

 

“We know not what it is, Dear, this sleep so

deep and still;

The folded hands, the awful calm, the cheeks so

pale and chill

The lids that will not lift again, though we may

call and call;

The strange white solitnde of peace, that settles

over all.

We know not what it means, Dear, this desolate

heart pain,

The dread to take our daily way, and wall: in it

Bil! B.

We know not to what sphere, the loved who

leave us, go.

But this we know, our loved and lost, if they

should come this day-

Should come and ask us ”What is life P" Not

one ofus could say,

Ltbi: is a mystery, as deep as ever death can

Yet, ohi how sweet it is to us—-this lite we live

and see.

Then might they say—those vanished ones, and

blessed is the thought;

“Bo Death is sweet to us, Beloved, though we

may tell you naught;

We maly not tell it to the Quick, this mystery of

Deat -

Ye may not tell us if ye would, the mystery of

Breath.”

The child,who enters Life, comes not with knowl

ed e or intent,

So t use who enter Death, must go as little

children sent: .

Nothing is known—hnt I believe that God is

overhead

And as life is to the living, so death is to the

Dead.“

1-Bev. Luther H. VanDorn was sixty-two years

old when called as pastor of the Middletown

Dutch church. lt was through his request that

the new parsonage was erected on the opposite

side of the street from the church edifice. and he

was the first pastor to occupy it. In October,

1876, he was snddenly called away and his wife

followed him February 25, 1881. Both are inter

red in Fairview cemeter . It was his wish to

end his days and be buried in Monmouth coun

ty, for here his forefathers had lived, and numer

ous kinsmen sleep their last sleep beneath

the soil of this county, and so it was.



SOME ACCOUNT OF LEVVIS MORRIS AND HIS DO

INGS IN MONMOUTH COUNTY.

The names of Jacob VanDorn, Daniel

Hendrickson and Arie, Aure, or Adrian

Bennett, appear prominently on the first

records of the First Dutch church of Mon

mouth, not only as the organizers and first

communicants in 1709, but as the deacons

and elders, at this time or a few years after.

The fact that Daniel Hendrickson had serv

ed as sherifi of this county, and had also

conducted religious services among his own

people, prior to the coming of Joseph Mor

an as a regular pastor, would indicate that

e was a trusted leader of the Dutch settlers,

and a man in whose good judgment and

integrity they confided.

There is, however, another record, which,

if facts therein stated are really facts, casts

an ugly stain, not only on their characters

as professing christains, but as ordinary law

abiding citizens.

The minutes of the Court of General

Quarter Sessions of the_Peace for the years

1700 and 1701 nowin the Monmouth county

clerk’s oflice, contain entries not only accus

ing Jacob VanDorn and Arie (Adrian)

Bennett as has heretofore been stated, but

also accusing Daniel Hendrickson with re

fusing to serve as grand juror, defiance of

the judges to their faces, or, as the record

has it, open contempt and misbehavior in

court. These men, also as residents of the

old township of Middletown, and members

of the militia, and from their sympathies and

associations, are turther implicated in the

general charge against the citizens of this

township of lyeaking up by violence, a court

which convened at Middletown village

March 25, 1701, making prisoners of Andrew

Hamilton, the governor of New Jersey,

Thomas Gordon, the attorney general, Lewis

Morris, president of the council, and presid

ingjudge of the Monmouth courts, together

with the associate judges and the county

oflicers, and keeping them under guard at

Middletown four days. During this time

there was no head to the government of New

Jersey, and no oflicers to administer the law

in Monmouth county. That all these out

ragous and rebellious acts were committed

for the sole purpose of releasing a pirate,

one of Capt. Kidd’s men, from the custody

of this court.

John Johustone, a Scotchman, who a few

years before had been presiding judge of the

Monmouth courts, and who was azealous

partizan of Governor Andrew Hamilton,

wrote the following letter the next day:

Manon 26, l70l.

To rm; CoUNCIL or New Jnasxv:

HONORABLE GEN’l'LEMbN.— Yesterday Governor

Hamilton, with four oi thejustices ofthis county,

met at Middletown, for holding the Court of Ses

sions, ss appointed by the acts of assembly of

this province, when they had opened court, and

begun the trial of one, who r'0?l.]'r'S.\':'rl )|im.-xe4.f,

one of Kidd's men. several of the people of Mid

dletown. who for that purpose, had appointed a

training of the militia, and being in aims, came

into the house where the court was sitting and

forcibly rescued the prisoner. The governor

and justices commanded the sheriffand constab

les to keep the ace, and in the scuflle two of

the foremost of t e fellows were slightly wound

ed. There belng seventy or eighty men, and the

governor and justices, without force, they were

by this multitnde made prisoners, and are by

them,kept under strict guards. This is nota thing

which happened by accident, but by design. For

some considerable time past (here. some of the

ringleaders kept, as lam '1Lf01'ulrtl, a pirate in

their houses, and threatened any that would

offer to seize him. Gentlemen, I thought it my

duty to inform you ofthis, and to beg .\our assis

tance to help the settling our peace or to take the

government upon you until his majesty's pleas

ure be known.

I am, your honors, most humble servant,

JOHN Jonnsromc.

Monmouth, East Jersey, March 26, 1701.

The gravamen of the accusation in Dr.

Johnstone’s letter, as well as that in the

court record of this occurrence, is that the

Middletown people were associated and in

sympathy with sea robbers, and com

mitted all this high handed ruflianism to aid

a pirate to escape from the faithful oflicers

of the law, whom they illtreated and impris

oned, while the criminal was set at liberty.

Lewis Morris, soon after, in a communi

cation to the Lords of Trade in England,

makes the same charge: That the wicked

people of Middletown were guilty of rank

rebellion, for the purpose of delivering a

pirate from the clutches of the law. lt was

very common in that age for the politicians

and others interested, to accuse the high

otficials of the American provinces on the

Atlantic coast and the West Indies, of har
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boring or protecting pirates and illegal tra

ders and sharing in their plunder. See

Vol. II N. J. Arch., pages 150-55, 277-89,

and 358-62.

The following is from a communication of

Edward Randolph to authorities in Eng

land dated March 24, 1701, (the day before

the outbreak at Middletown village). Speak

ing of East Jersey and West Jersey he

writes “They are all in confusion for want

of government, and humbly ray to be taken

under his majesty’s imm iate protection

and government. They likewise receive

and harbor pirates.”'f

The ideas are very similar in all these

communications and records and looks like

concerted action. The Randolph letter is

dated one day before and the Johnstone letter

one day after the Middletown people cap

tured the governor and his oflicers; but as it

required some six weeks for a sailing vessel

to reach England in that day, it was easy to

antedate a letter two or three days, and then

perhaps it might be a week or two before it

could be sent.

Lewis Morris that same spring went to

England, and carried with him a certified

copy of the record from the minutes now in

our clerk’s oiiice. it was a well settled

maxim ofthe English law, that the facts set

out in a court record must be accepted as

true. Morris therefore calculated that his

charge against the people of Middletown

would be received as true by the govern

ment in England, and he would also be on

hand to influence their action. He must

have felt keenly the indignities to which he

had been subjected, for he was a very proud

and egotistical man. The excitement and

feeling which prevailed at the Peace meet

ing in Middletown some hundred and sixty

odd years later, was tame alongside of this

attack on the overnor of the province and

the oflicers oft e county.

We find Lewis Morris of Tinton Falls in

London the following summer. He sends a

communication to the Lords of Trade dated

at London, August1, 1701. Among other

matters he writes:

“Their endeavors had the eflect they proposed

as appears h the several records (No. 1, 2, 8. 4. 5,)

now laid be ore your Lordships. And to consum

mate the work so well begun and successfully

carried on, they did on the 25th of March, 1701,

rescue a pyrate, one of Kidd'screw, from the bar,

seize the governor and justices as by record No.

6, does more at large appear.“

This “record No. 6,” was a certified copy

from the minutes of the sessions of Mon

 

fVol. II N. J. Arch.. page 360.

mouth county, of the court held at Middle

town village March 25, 1701, which had

been written up after their four days captivi

ty at Middletown had ended, under super

vision of Hamilton and Morris. Morris

further writes:

“I have laid before your Lordshi the truth of

fact, as your Lordships, by com g the namu

of the petitioners of East Jersey wit the names

in the records of the several riots committed in

the province, will flnd these riots to be made by

those persons who are now your petitioners.

Es ecially, that remarkable riot, or rather re

be lion, committed on the 25th of March, and by

record No. B appears, which I now lay before

your Lordshipsas a complaint,and beg those per

sons may have an exemplary punishment.”

We thus see that Lewis Morris not only

took the trouble of making a voy eto Eng

land, but used all his ability to ring the

heavy hand of the English government on

the Middletown people as rebels and abettors

of piracy. He ersisted with indefatigable

malice in his e orts to punish them, even

after Queen Anne, in her instructions to

Lord Cornbury, had enjoined him to let the

old quarrels and fights between the proprie

tors and people die out unnoticedfé Also

see Morris’ letter of September 29th, 1702,

ages 504-5-6, Vol. II N. J. Archives.

he vindictive feelings shown by him

would indicate, that there is some truth in

the traditions of this uprising at Middletown,

that after Lewis Morris was taken prisoner,

he was tied to the whip ing post in front of

the block house, with a unch of rods fasten

ed on his back.

Lewis Morris had also grossly libeled the

people of this art of Monmouth in a letter

written to the ishop of London, who was a

man of influence with the English govern

ment, and by virtue of his oflice in the

Church, a member of the House of Lords.

This letter is published in full on pages8

and 9 of Whitehead’s eulogy of Lewis Mor

ris, entitled “Papers of Governor Lewis Mor

ris.”

“Middletown was settled from New York and

New England. It is a lar e township. There is

no such thing asa churc or religion amongst

them. 7'he'y are,pvr'Iuip.-i,Uie most ignorant

and wiclced people in the world. Their meet

ings on Sunda are at the ublic house, when

they get their ll of rum and go to fighting and

runinng of races.”

Capt. Andrew Bowne, a Baptist, together

with many others of this sect, had met for

religious services for many years previous to

this time. Richard Hartshorne, a consistent

Quaker, and others of this belief, are all in

cluded in this sweeping condemnation. So

 

§Vol. II N. J. Arch., p. 508, section 8; Vol. III

N. J. Arch., p. 71.
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are Garret and Jan Schenck, Peter WyckofI,

Daniel Hendricks-on, Jacob VanDorn and

the Uouwenhovens, who had all brought

over from Long Island to Monmouth, their

brass clasped Dutch Bibles, and tried to fol

low in everyday life the teachings therein.

Some of these old Bibles are yet in existence

and the pages show by the wear, that they

were in everyday use for many years, or

until the Dutch tongue was lost by their

descendants.

The first pioneer settlers of Monmouth

from Rhode Island and Gravesend, were

men and women who had been persecuted

and driven out of New England, because of

their conscientious adherence to Baptist and

Quaker convictions. It is true that many

of them were dead at this time, but their

children had become men and women and

tried to follow in their footsteps. Knowing

all this, Lewis Morris represented to the

great Prelate ofthe Church of England, that

they were the most degraded and evil minded

of all the inhabitants of this earth, and of

course would naturally associate with cut

throats and robbers, and oppose such a godly

and good churchman as Lewis Morris.

This charge of abetting pirates to escape

from the oflicers of the law was a most ser

ious one. Piracy was a high crime and pun

ishuble by English law with death on the

scaffold. Capt. Kidd had been arrested

only a short time before. Assisting

a man accused of being a “Red Seaman,” as

they then called pirates, to e-cape was to

become an accessory to the crime, and liable

to same penalty. To break up a court and

imprison the judges, who represented the

King of England, was rank rebellion and an

unpardonable crime like treason.

ln viewof these dark and evil accusations

against the pioneer settlers of the old town

ship of Middletown, whose descendants are

now found among the most respectable citi

zens of this county and state, and in nearly

all the other states of our union, it becomes

important to understand the characters and

interests and feelings of the leaders of the

contending parties and factions of that time.

Only in this way can we ascertain wheth

er these charges are true, or only trumped up

for political ends or to gratify private ven

geance. lt is also a very interesting and

important period in our colonial history, for

it ended the Proprietary government and

brought about a new era in our history.

When the last of the perfidious and false

hearted Stuarts was kicked out of England,

and the Dutch king of “Glorious Memory”

ascended the Throne the principles of relig

ious tolerationwhich had long prevailed in the

republic of Holland, together with personal

liberty, were established for the first time in

England and her colonies, by constitutional

law. It was the great revolution of 1688,

the most important era in English history.

The commercial interestsof Holland had

long demanded the suppression of piracy,

and the interests of the great merchants of

England, whose commerce was then next to

the Netherlands, demanded it for the same

cause. William of Orange used all his

ower in this direction, and caused laws to

e enacted by the English Parliament of the

most severe character against this crime.

In obedience to these laws and the earnest

efforts of William of Orange to enforce them,

the Lords of Trade sent the following order

to the New Jersey proprietors and their

oflicials in control of the provincial govern

ment: “ TItal no Pimle or Sm-Robb¢'r be

anyw/iere sheltered or enlertained under

I/re severest pom:/lf¢'s.” This order was

dated “February 9th, 1696-7 |[,” some

three years before “Moses Butterworth,”

one of Captain Kidd’s men, came to New

Jersey.

At this period, and for many years there

after, merchant vessels bound for distant

seas were manned and armed like men-of

war, for there was often more fighting than

trading. The waters ofthe East Indies and

the China and Malay coasts swarmed with

ferocious and savage pirates. No ship in

those far-0ff waters was safe from capture

unless well armed and manned with a large

crew of fighting men.

Morocco, Algiers, and other barbarous

powers on the northern coast of Africa had

long made piracy a business. The capture

and enslavement of white Christians was a

legitimate and profitable enterprise, accord

ing to their code of morals.

The Netherland republic had for a long

time previous to the landing of their Stadt

holder and his Dutch troops at Torbay, tried

to suppress these sea-robbers of the Mediter

ranean, while Charles ll of England had

encouraged and aided them to injure the

commerce of Holland.

After 1688, under the rule of the Dutch

king, common sense and common honesty

began to’.'guide the policy'of the English

government for the first time, since great

Cromw.ell’s death. The maritime nations

of Europe, jealous of each other, and rivals

in commercial colonization, were in this age

almost constantly at war, and privateers
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were used to prey on each other’ s merchant

ships. These privateers and armed mer

chant vessels when in the Pacific or Indian

oceans, or along the American Atlantic coast,

did not hesitate to attack and capture ves

sels of another nation, even when at peace,

if they thought the spoils warranted the

risk. News in those days traveled slowly,

and even if such atrocities were heard of

from the other side of the world, witnesses

to the facts would be lacking for “Dead men

tell no tales.”

The American coast, particularly the Span

ish Main, as called, was a favorite cruising

ground for these half-pirates and half-priva

teers or armed illegal trading ships. Un

der the strong and resolute

ance of the Dutch king from the vantage

ground of the English throne. the old policy

of the Holland republic was thoroughly and

energetically supported by England, to root

out and exterminate these pests of trade and

commercefl. The readers of colonial history

will remember how common it was in this

age to accuse colonial oflicers with harbour

ing pirates and sharing in their plunder.

The charge was easily made if the pirate

ships happened by chance or design to

run into some bay or harbor, whether the

governor knew it or not; so if a pi

rate crew or part of them slipped into

New York or Philadelphia to spend

their gold in wild orgies or carousels, the

blame would be cast on the governor of har

boring them, even if he had no knowledge

of it. This charge was readily believed in

England, for had they not been dumping

their vagabonds, thieves and adventurers

into the American colonies for many years,

and what better could be expected? To dis

prove such complaints and charges required

an expensive and long voyage across the At

lantic ocean, with witnesses and legal de

lays and expensive lawyers to fee. Finding

how credulous the English government was

in entertaining and acting on these accus

ations, and how fatal it was to the political life

 

TCapt. Kidd, at this date (1701), was in prison

in England awaiting trial for piracy. The Eng

lish people were all agog over the thousand

rumors about his horrible crimes on the high

seas. His conviction and execution was a fore

gone conclusion. The commercial interests of

England demanded a victim to serve as an ex

.ample or ”scare-crow” to intimidate the sea

rovers who infested the ocean. Capt. William

Kidd happened to be the first one who put in an

appearance at the wrong time for himself. At

an earlier day when the Stuarts ruled or at a

later day he would have been welcomed as a

hero. like Jamison when he got back to England

from his piratical expedition against the Dutch

farmers ofthe Transvaal.

gnid-'

of acolonial governor or other oflicer, it

soon became a favorite weapon of the poli

ticians or oflice seekers of that time, to make

this charge of “harboring and entertaining

pirates” when they wanted to “down” some

obuoxious otficer, or get his place for them

selves or friends. This same charge was

made against Governor Andrew Hamilton

to the Lords of Trade under date of May 20,

1702, by William Dockware and Peter

Sonmans, as follows:

“His (Hamilton) encouraging and pro

tecting pirates and receiving money from

them, particularly Merick and Elson, two

of Averries’ crew, who together with several

others, lived under his government un

molested ’till afterward seized by his suc

cessor, (Basse) and by him delivered to the

governor of New York **.”

Under date May 2, 1'1'0O,Governor Hamil

ton writes as follows:

“Since my arrival (December, 1699), I

have taken four pirates into custody that

came from Madagascar. Their names are

James How, Nicholas Churchill, Robert

Hickman and John Eldridge. Eldridge’:

Ireasure is in the hands of Cal. Quarry of

Philadelphia. If the other three have any,

it is hid in the woods, or elsewhere, for

there is none to be found about them.

How is asensible man, and I presume if

he is promised a pardon, can make con

siderable discoveries. I shall, pursuant to

His Majesty’s orders to my Lord Bello

mont, (governor of New York with admir

alty jurisdiction) deliver up to his Excel

lency the before named persons and what

treasure I can at any time discover,

belonging to them or any such people, who, I

am sensible are a pest among mankind.

Your Most Humble Servant.

Anna!-.:\v HAMILTON,

May, 1700.

This letter proves that Hamilton knew

that the courts of New Jersey had no juris

diction over this crime. Only admiralty

courts could try oflences committed on the

high seas like piracy, and the overnor of

New York was vice admiral an there was

admiralty court in that province. For this

reason the New Jersey oflicials were ordered

to send all pirates taken in this province to

Bellomont, the New York governor. This

isjust what Hamilton writes he will do, and

this was his only duty in the premises. The

county courts of Monmouth had no more

jurisdiction over piracy or other crimes com

mitted ontside of its territory, than they
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have today. Only criminal oflences com

mitted within the county boundaries can be

tried in the county courts.

Besides, Hamilton resided at Burlington,

in Burlington county, and any examination

to see if there was probable cause to believe

him guilty and so hold him, could have

been taken before ajustice ofthat place. In

the above four cases Hamilton does not bind

any of the four men to appear before the

high court of Common Right at Perth Am

boy or any of the county courts of sessions.

Neither does he take any examination be

fore a justice or himself, but writes that in

persuance of King William’s orders he will

deliver up the four irates to Governor

Bellomont of New Yor This was all he

was required to do and all he could do in

such cases.

How then, can we explain his action at

Middletown village in the case of Moses

Butterworth, Capt. Kidd’s man, as he ad

milled?

If he confessed his guilt there was no

necessity for any examination to ascertain

if there was probable cause to deprive him

of his liberty. And why bind over a “self

confessed pirate" to appear before a county

court at aremote place in the woods, as

Middletown village was then situated, when

it could just as well have been done before

Hamilton himself at Burlington.

His duty at the most in such crimes was

merely that of a committing magistrate.

And what necessity was there for Hamilton

asgovernor to preside formally at the re

mote courts of Monmouth, when Lewis

Morris or Capt. Samuel Leonard, two of

his council, were fully capable of transact

ing all the court business. All these ques

tion can be answered, and the old settlers of

Middletown, like Daniel Hendrickson, Jacob

VanDorn, William Hendricks, and others

cleared of this accusation that they broke

upa court to rescuea “Pyrate” and were “the

most ignorant and wicked people in the

world.”

This “pirate business” was a device or

-scheme of Lewis Morris, Hamilton, Leonard

hnd others to throw blame on their political

opponents, and put them in false position,

or “hole,” as modern politicians call it.

They also wanted to hide the real issues

involved, and particularly such uestionsas would cause the proprietors toiiose the

right of government over New Jersey. This

pirate, Moses Butterworth, was “a good

enough Morgan” for their purposes, but like

all other frauds and deceptions they over

reached themselves, when they put on record

that he was a “self confessed pirate” and

when this court had no jurisdiction either

to try or punish him, even if he had been

“Bloody Blackbeard" in person.

SAYINGS AND DOINGS OF LEWIS MORRIS OF

MONMOUTH AND ELSEWHERE.

Andrew Hamilton had served as governor

of New Jersey from 1692 to 1697, when he

was superseded by Jeremiah Basse, an

Englishman. The proprietors wrote from

England that Hamilton was dismissed, not

for any fault, but because all Scotchmen

were debarred by a late act of parliament,

from holding oflices of trust or profit in an

English colony.

The peo le of Middletown were very jubi

lant over t is news, for they had long been

governed, much to their disgust, by Scotch

oflicials. They not only regarded the Scotch

as foreigners, but felt that they had been

transferred wrongfully to the control ofthese

strangers. These Scotch oflticials also repre

sented the proprietors and pushed them for

“quitt rents.”

The Middletown people had not only pro

cured a patent for the territory of Monmouth

with right of local government, from the

authorized agent of the Duke of York (for

it was clearly within Nic0ll’s instructions)

but they had actually paid out their hard

cash, and occupied the lands before any

notice was given of the transfer of New Jer

sey to Berkeley and Carteret.

The pioneers of Monmouth had expended

£369}, or $1,847 in buying out the lndian's

title to part of what is now Monmouth conn

ty. If this money had been put out at in

terest at 6 per cent, and the interest invested

each year from 1667 to 1898, it would now

amount to more than the assessed valuation

oflhe real estate in “Newasincks, Navarum

sunk and Pootapeck Necks,” as they called
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the lands so bought of the red men.

Besides, $1,847 was a large sum of money

for men living in the wilderness of the new

world in that day to raise. Money was then

very hard to get. They were also obliged

to make many journeys through Rhode

Island and Long island, to pursuade men to

subscribe for these expenses and to migrate

to this region, and so make up the number

their patent required.

They were subjected to trouble and ex

pense of transporting their families, stock

and goods across the water. To survey, lay

out lots and roads, clear lands, build cabins,

plant crops, protect stock and crops from

wild animals, and themselves from the sava

ges, required the hardest physical labor with

their few and rough tools. Nearly every

thing was done by the hardest physical toil.

For the most part they were uneducated

men and women, yet they had to organize

townships, enact local laws, establish courts

and elect oflicers. They had no go betweens

like clergymen, physicians, undertakers, and

lawyers, but did their own praying,their own

doctoring, and burying their own dead.

After all this trouble, expense and hardship,

they are suddenly told that their patent is

worthless, and some people whom they had

never heard of, not only own their lands but

have the right to govern them. That these

new and strange owners of the soil, and the

rulers of the inhabitants thereof, are called

Proprietors, “such a name as we simple

creatures never before heard of” they frankly

say. They are called upon to swear allegi

ance and obedience to these “unheard-of”

rulers, and to pay them rent for their lands

and betterments. Nobody offers to repay

them for the money laid out for the Indian

title, the true American lords of the soil.

Their time, labors, and improvements are

all owned by somebody else, and they are

required to pay rent to them as tenants.

Three separate proclamations came from

Charles II, King of England,that they must

submit and obey Berkeley and Carteret or

their assigns, or be punished by the severest

penalties of the law. They are told by the

agents of the Lord Proprietors, that they

must pay rent for the lands they occupy and

render due obedience, or their goods will be

distrained, and they prosecuted by law as

mntineers or rebels.

Their reply to these demands can be found

in the old township book of Middletown,and

it is well worth reading, for it was the first

declaration of independence uttered on the

American continent. The substance is that

they “will slick to I/m'rpatenl” and may

God defend the right.

Their treatment was unjust, but the blame

falls on that royal scoundrel Charles Stuart,

and his false-hearted brother known in his- .

tory as the Duke of York, and later as Jamea

II of England. Richard Nicolls had full

authority from the Duke of York to grant

the Monmouth patent under his general

instructions. The principal under such cir

cumstances was bound by the acts of his

agent, before the authority was revoked, and

before notice was had of any transfer by the

principal. The Duke of York made the

transfer or assignment of New Jersey to

Berkeley and Carteret, after Nicolle had

sailed from England, and before any notice

of their successful robbery of the New

Netherlands from the Dutch in time of

peace. Berkeley and Carteret had never

expended a single cent or did one stroke of

work for this land. They were the syco

phants and toadies of Charles II, and his

boon companions in his midnight orgies and

daylight adulteriex.

Every principal of equity demanded that

Nicolls grant, followed by actual purchase

from the true owners, and settlement, with

out notice of a secret prior transfer, if such

was the fact, should have been uiheld, if

there was any justice in the laws of ngland.

It would today in any equity court of

these United states. It is very questionable

whether the grant to Berkeley and Carteret

was really prior in point of fact. Charles II

and his brother James II respected neither

the rights of their own subjects in England,

or of anybody else, except the King of

France and the Pope of Rome. To ante

date a charter of this kind would be a small

trifle in their eyes. Besides,who would dare

question it or call them to account? Surely

not the poor people in the wilds of America

three thousand miles away. The character

of Charles II has been truly portrayed by

Gilbert Burnet, Bishop of Salisbury, who

lived during his reign, in the book called

“History of His Own Time.” He compares

Charles to Tiberius, the infamous Emperor

of Rome. But what could be expected of a

so-called King, who dragged the poor bones

of Great Cromwell from the rave, and sus

pended them on a gibbet. hen Cromwell

was alive he never dare look him in the

face, but when dead he takes a contemptable

savage revenge on his corpse. A man who

would do such an act would not hesitate to

rob a friendly nation of their territory, or

his own subjects of their rights, by dating

back a document like the charter of New

Jersey. Neither would a man like the
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Duke of York, who fostered, upheld and

pushed on George Jefl'rey,the judicial whole

sale murderer, Tom Boilman, and John

Graham of Claverhouse, “the three heroes of

' his rei ,” hesitate at such a small matter
B"

as ante-dating a transfer of wild lands across

the Atlantic.

James II, not his tools and creatures, are

responsible for the horrors which followed

Monmouth’s rebellion in 1685, and which

followed his efforts to establish prelacy in

Scotland. So this false-hearted, cruel tyrant

is responsible for the proprietary government

of New Jersey and their ownership of the

soil. The last has been a curse and a wrong

to our people in Monmouth county from the

day it was granted, down to the day within

our memory, when they sold land under

Shark River at public sale for a song, and

took up lands on the coast next to Belmar,

Spring Lake, and other places, clouding

titles by wholesale, and selling them for in

significant sums ofmoney, compared to their

real value. Yet we find certain American

historians of the New England type who try

to justify Charles Il. “The king can do no

wrong,” for he rules by divine right, seems

ingrained ln the minds of people who wor

shi aristocracy and royalty. “These be thy

gotiis, O Dudes and Dudessesl” Today,

however, such superstitious, slavish, and

snobbish ideas have no influence with sensi

ble people who have any conscience and re

spect the right of their fellow men and their

own manhood.

When Governor Bssse arrived in East

Jersey, he appointed two of the leading and

trusted citizens of Middletown, Capt. Andrew

Bowne and Richard Hartshorne, members

of his council. Lewis Morris of “Tintern

Manor” was “left out in the cold.” This

was a severe blow to his pride and ambition.

He was that kind of a man who would

either “rule or ruin.” His very signature,

if handwriting is any indication of character,

shows that he had a high opinion of himself.

This slight, together with the appointment of

his political opponents, Bowne and Harts

horne, to the council stirred up all the gall

in his body. He became a bitter and bold

opponent of Governor Basse. He now ar

raigns the proprietors in the severest manner,

telling some very unpalatable truths, and

alleging that “Nothing they say or do can

be depended upon or believed.” This Lewis

Morris made more history in East Jersey

between 1695 and 1746, than any other man

during those years. He was certainly a re

markable man. To understand his character

we must consider his sayings and doings, for

there is much of both in our county and

colonial records. We cannot understand the

history of these times unless we understand

Lewis Morris. He was a nephew of one

Lewis Morris who had served as Captain of

a troop of horse under Cromwell, the great

est Englishman that ever lived. After the

Stuarts were restored he emigrated to the

island of Barbadoes, and from there removed

to New York in 1673. He or his brother

Richard, then deceased, had acquired a

large tract of land in what are now Shrews

bury and Atlantic townships. He started an

iron foundry at Tinton Falls with bog ore.

He left Monmouth in 1686 and died in l69l,

on his plantation near Harlem, N. Y., after

wards called by his nephew, Lewis Morris,

the “Manour of Morrisania.” He was very

fond of calling his wild lands “Manors.”

It gave him consequence, he doubtless

thought, for a grand name goes a long way

with people, who cannot distinguish between

words and their real meanings underneath.

At a court held at Middletown village in

September, 1686, Lewis Morris is arrested

and brought before the court, on a charge

made “on oath of a negro woman named

Franck.” The oflence or crime is not stated.

This omission, together with the fact that

Morris did not stand any open trial, would

indicate that it was a scandalous or disgrace

ful accusation. lnstead of fighting it by

evidence and trial, he procures a writ of

habeas corpus from Governor Gawen Laurie,

and removed the complaint to the next court

of Common Right at Perth Amboy. I do

not know what the records of this court

show in October, 1686, but would not be

surprised it' it was quietly consigned to the

“Tomb of the Capulets.” A poor negro

wench, doubtless a slave, couid not follow

up such a case against a man like Lewis

l\ orris, however grievous her wrongs.

The next entry is at a court held at Mid

dletown village March 22, 1687:

“Lewis Morris’ commission as justice of

the peace is read.”

This appointment made him one of the

associate judges of the Common Pleas and

General Quarter Sessions of the peace, ac

cording to the laws of England.

From this time until 1746, or about 60

years, Lewis Morris was a very conspicuous

man in political aflairs of East Jersey. No

man either in colonial or state history, had a

longer political life, or more bitter quarrels

and antagonisms. He reached the highest

position, when he became His Majesty’s

Governor of New Jersey. He died in 1746,

while in oflice.
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On page 73 of Book C of Deeds, Mon

mouth clerk’s oflice, we find one Benjamin

Hicks, who with others had been indicted

for same offense, giving information against

Lewis Morris and others for “runnin of

races and playing at nyne pins on ye ab

bath Day.” No action however, was taken

against the newly fledged justice, but Hicks

and his comrades were fined five shillings

each for “racing and playing nyne pins on ye

Sabbath.”

In 1691 we find Lewis Morris sitting as

one of the associate judges of the Monmouth

courts, John Johnstone, a Scotchman, being

president judge, and Capt. Samuel Leonard

acting as prosecutor, or as then called “His

Majesty’s attorney.”

In 1692 Morris was appointed by Govern

or Hamilton a member of the Council of

New Jersey. This was an influential posi

tion and gave Morris access to, and influ

ence with, the men who then ruled New

Jersey. He seems to have ingratiated him

self into the confidence of Hamilton and his

Scotch supporters. for he soon became

Hamilt0n’s right-hand-man and trusted lieu

tenant. From this time onward he was one

of Hamilton’s most zealous and faithful

partisans.

We now find a third Lewis Morris turn

ing up as ajustice of the peace in this county,

and sitting along side of the other

Lewis Morris. in our county courts. He

is described in the old records as “Lewis

Morris of Passage Point,” iafterwards known

as Black Point.) 1 thin these two men

were cousins but am not sure of it. At all

events they were close and intimate friends.

“Lewis Morris of Tintern Manor,” as mem

ber of the council had suflicient influence to

have his friends in Monmouth appointed to

oflice.

The records of a court held at Middle

town village, September, 169% show that

Lewis Morris of Passage Point is indicted

because “he, with several of his negroes did

feloniously take away the hay of William

Shattock.” As usual there is no trial, for

the indictment is removed b habeas corpus

to the Court of Common ight. “Lewis

Morris of Tintern Manor” entered into bond

for “Lewis Morris of Passage Point.” It

does not appear that Shattock ever got back

his hay or received any other satisfaction.

The grand jury of this court also present

Lewis Morris of Tintern Manor “for fencing

in the highway.” Althou h present on the

bench, the two Morrises an the otherjudges

order that a summons issue for his appear

ance at next court. At the next court held

at Middletown village March 27, 1695, we

find both Lewis Morrises on the bench, as

they were very punctual in their attendance.

Lewis Morris of Passage Point is arraigned

on an indictment “for striking Nicholas

Sarah several blows.” The Honorable

Lewis Morris of Pamage Point did then in

form Honorable Lewis Morris of Tintern

Manor and other justices “how matters

stood,” for so the record has it, and then

without hearing Nicholas Sarah, or any

evidence or trial, “the indictment was dis

missed by the bench."

Thereupon the two Lewis Morrises “did

desire to withdraw and go home, b reason

of their families bein sick.” hichre

quest was granted, an so they went out,

mounted their horses and rode out of Mid

dletown, doubtless lau hing and joking on

their way home to S rewsbury, over the

fruitless efiorts of r Nicholas Sarah to

take the law of a “ ig Lewis Morris.” At

next court, Lewis Morris of Tintern Manor

is again presented by the grand jur for

"fencin in ye highway that goes to ree

hold an Middletown.” Although present

on the bench, the court orders a summons

issued for him to appear and answer at next

001111.

The fates at this time step in and relieve

the people of Monmouth of one Lewis

Morris, for “he of Passage Point was mur

dered by his negroes.” The surviving Lewis

Morris, however, proved himself an able

bodied and robust Morris, and gave the

Middletown‘ people all the trouble and fight

ing the wanted. At next court in March,

1696, homas Gordon, a Scotchman, who

professed to be a lawyer, is ap inted prose

cutor. He was one of Lewis Mhrris’ liti

cal and perhaps personal friends. hen

the presentment against Lewis Morris for

“fencing in the highway” was called up,

Gordon coolly turned to the people present,

and demanded a fee from some one, before

he would try this indictment. As Gordon

well knew, no individual would volunteer in

such a case, or ay such a fee as he demand

ed. The reoo then go on to say “there

was no one to prosecute the said Lewis

Morris, so the presentment was qnasht.”

At a Court held at Shrewsbury in Septem

ber, 1698, Lewis Morris is again presented

for fencing in the highwa between “Tinton

and Swimming River bri ” but no action

is taken by the court. he same present

ment was made in September, 1699, and

nothing done. During a part of this riod

from 1692 to 1699 Lewis Morris ha con

siderable private civil litigation with several
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of the citizens ot' the county. Capt. Andrew

Bowne and Richard Hartshorne werejudges

of the county part of this time, but they did

not permit Morris to have his way in every

thing. They learned from their intercourse

with him to distrust him, and he had but

little influence with them after 1696.

Capt. Bowne and Richard Hartshorne

were also judges of the Court of Common

Right held at Perth Amboy in 1698-9. At

a court of Common Right held at Perth

Amboy May 11, 1698, Governor Jeremiah

Basse, presiding and Capt. Bowne and

Richard I-Iartshorne with four other judges

also sitting on the bench. Lewis Morris

came into court and insolently demanded by

what authority they held court. The judges

replied “By the King’s authority.” This

Morris denied. The Court then ordered his

arrest for open contempt.

Lewis Morris defied them to arrest him,

and said“He would firin sec who dars! lay

/mid on /lim.” Therenpon a constable took

hold of him but he resisted,and tried to draw

his sword or hanger, as then called.*

The judges fined him £50 ($2-30) for “his

denying the authority of the court and open

contempt”'and ordered him committed to

prison until paid. The fine, I think, he

id, but it did not quiet but rather spurred

im on to more insolent measures. Y

ThomasHe, and his political allies,

Gordon and George Willocks go through-

East Jersey,. holding public meetings and,

denouncing in the severest manner Governor

Basse and the 'Proprietors. They soon stir

up the people to acts of violence. ln May,

1'699, the -following warrant was issued to

arrest Lewis Morrisi

-“To uia siiemrsriiie count ot'Middlesex, tis

 

under our handsand seals May 11, in the eleventh

year of the reign of our Soverign Lord, William

the Third of England,A. D. 1699, at Perth Ainboy

in province aforesaid.

ANDREW BOWNE,

Joim ROYCE,

RICHARD HARTSBOBNE,

THOMAS WARNE,

SamoaL DENNIS.

On the 12th of May, I699, or the next

day after the date of the above warrant, the

grand jury of Middlesex county presented

Lewis Morris, George Willocks, and Thomas

Gordon for a breach of the laws of this pro

vince, according to that act, entitled, 'For

the better maintaining of and upholding the

authority of this province/1 By order of

the grand inquest, Ephriam Andrews,

Foreman.”

Lewis Morris and George Willoclrs were

both arrested under these proceedings, and

locked up in the County jail of Middlesex,

then at Woodbridge.

They were “in durance vile,” however,

not many hours, for on the night of May I3,

1699, between 2 o’clock and 4 o’clock, when

people sleep the soundest, Isaac Whitehead,

with many other “Malefactors and Disturb

ers of the King’s Peace,” as the indictment

states, did itmemble with clubs, staves, and

other weapons at Woodbridge, anddid with

a beam break down the door, and dz'fls¢-di

li0u.sl'.|' break into the commonjail and re

leased lwo risoners, Lewis 1llorris and

George illocks, impriso/u:n'_ for In;g'/z

crimes and misdemeanors” and let them

out and set-thern at liberty.§ This im

prisonment and his deliverance in the night

by a mob of his friends, did not cool Lewis

Morris down, for only three days later, he

and George Willocl-ts write the following

irnpudent letter to the judges of the Court

ct" Common Right, who had signed the

above warrant :—

- To Capt. Andrew Bowne, Mr. John Royse, Mr.

Thomas Warne, and company. etc.

-Sire, We are now able (God be thanked) to

treat with yon, any way you think,/It. It you

had valued either your own or the welfare of the

government, your procedure had been more.

calm. )'om'zla1/ is r|.Ol'[/Pl uul. and it is in your

power to full0 v the things that make for peace,

and if you do not, at your door will he the

consequences. Our friends will not su.g'¢-r us

to be putt upon [imposed on.) Farewell.

Gizoaua WILLOCKS,

Lzwrs Mourns.”

May 16 at one in the afternoon, 1099.|l

l'pon receipt of this defiant and threaten

ing missive, the council called for a confer

ence with the House of Representatives, for

the Provincial Legislature then convened at

 

rrpheriff or deputy, or eit er of them:

” hereas we are inf0rmed"that.Lewis Morris

of Tinton, in the county of Monmouth, and

province aforesaid. Gent., did ’.in April last at

Perth Alnboy in the said province, seditionsly

ahseinble with others and endeavor to subvert

the laws of this province and did by malicious

and reproaohful words, asperge the governor oi’

said province, t contrary to the peace of our

Soverign Lord the hing. and the laws in such

cases made and provided. These are therefore

to will and require, and in Hh; Majcsty’s name,

strictly to charge and command you, to take

into your custody the said Lewis Morris, and

him to convey to the jail of your count.v,;ind

there safely to keep, until he shall give sntficient

security in the sum of three hundred pounds

($1,500) for his appearance at the Court of

Common Right to eheld at Perth Amboy the

second Tuesday of October next, than and there

to answer the premises and in meantime to b.e

of good behavior towards His Majesty and all his

liege peo le. Hereot’ fail not at your peri1..and

for so do ng this shall be your warrant. Given

°Vol. III, N. J. Arch., p. 476-7, 479 and 480-81.

i'Vol. III, N. J. Arch., p. 481-82.

tVol. III, N. J. Arch. p. 481.

'gV0l. III, N. J. Arch. p. 480 and p. 486.

ivol. III N. J. Arch., p. 483.
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Perth Amboy. Capt. Bowne presented the

above letter which was read, and time asked

to consider what should be done. Finally a

committee of seven members was appointed

by the Assembly to confer with the council.

This conference resulted in a recommenda

tion, that an Act be passed “to suppress any

instirrection”Tq ln mean time to avoid

arrest, Lewis hIorris and Georgewillocks had

procured a sloop to lay ofl the shore at Perth

Amboy. As soon as Willocks had delivered

the letter he went on board of this vessel,

where Lewis Morris awaited him. Then

they sailed along in front of Amboy, in full

view from the building where the Council

and representatives were assembled, firing

guns and making other defiant demonstra

tions, and so went ofl'down the bay. It is

no wonder that the Provincial law-makers

recommended a bill to suppress insurrec

tion-Tl S00n after this Morris wrote the

letter published on pages 491-86 Vol.Il1 N.J.

Archives. On page 495 he writes “you were

very hott in binding us to our good be

havior.” This shows that it was addressed to

Capt. Andrew Bowne and others of the

Council, and after his arrest, for there is no

date on the letter.

This letter is well worth reading, for it

shows how abusive and personal Morris

could be, and the stinging way he had ofsay

ing things. It is a fair specimen of his

ability in vituperation when so disposed.

Public affairs were now in such confusion

and disorder, that Governor Basse lost heart,

and to get away from the threatening

danger, made an excuse that he had import

ant business in England, and so sailed away,

throwing the whole burden of his broken and

disjointed administration on the shoulders of

quiet but honest and sturdy Andrew Bowne

of Monmouth, who was appointed Deputy

Governor. Capt. Bowne assumed the duties,

and with his strong common sense managed

to get along, without any other open out

breaks of a serious nature.

Governor Basse left New Jersey for Eng

land in June 1699, but before he got back,

another sudden chan e occurred, which put

him out of oflice, an once more put Lewis

Morris on the top wave of political power

in East Jersey. “Vae Victis,” his oppo

nents perhaps thought, when they learned

of this upheaval in political matters.

Governor Basse must have reached Eng

land sometime in the early part of Au nst,

1699, or perhaps in the latter part of. uly,

 

%Vol. 111 N. J. Arch., p. 4ss-4-5.

W01. 111 N. J. Arcl.I., p. 407.

for it depended very much upon favorable

winds.

He no doubt reported truly to the proprie

tors how disorder and anarchy reigned ram

pant in East Jersey, and that the “Unruly

Scots.” led by Lewis Morris, were the cause

thereof. There must also by this time, have

been plenty of written communications com

ing over from East Jersey, filled with con

flicting accusations and complaints. The

proprietors themselves were split u into

factions and cliques. Thinking that smil

ton, from his previous experience and influ

ence as governor, could calm the troubled

political waters, part of the proprietors on

the 19th of August, 1699, commissioned him

governor of East Jersey. This commission

lacked the provincial seal of East Jersey, and

was without the signatures of many proprie

tors who opposed Hamilton. Neither did

they get King William of England to ap

prove Hamilton’s appointment, as the laws

of England required.

Nevertheless, with this illegal and defec

tive commission, Andrew Hamilton sailed

for America and arrived in New Jersey in

December, 1699. With the aid of Lewis

Morris, Thomas Gordon, George Willocks,

and his other old political followers, he pub

lished his commission, and took charge of

the government of New Jersey, before the

people knew of these defects in his commis

sion. He at once appointed Lewis Morris

president of the council and Capt. Samuel

Leonard of Monmouth likewise a member.

Capt. Andrew Bowne was relegated to

private life. Thus Lewis Morris ranked

next to the governor and had more influ

ence with him than any other man in the

colony. He was in power and authority,

and no doubt remembered his incarceration

in the Woodbridge prison and his midnight

escape.

He used his power mercilessly and “turn

ed down” all the old oflicials in Monmouth,

gutting his old friends, principally from

hrewsbury township, in their places, for he

could not be expected to select justices from

“the most ignorant and wicked people on

earth,” and his political o ponents, too.

He had Governor Hami ton appoint Gaw

en Drummond, a Scotchman, in place of

James Bollen, the old county clerk. Dr.

John Stewart, a resident of what is now

Eatontown township, also a Scotchman, high

sheriff in place of Daniel Hendrickson;

Samuel Leonard and three other residents

of Shrewsbury township were commissioned

justices of the peace. They were all new

oflicers, with the exception of Capt. Leon
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ard, who wasa practical politician of experi

ence. The first court in Monmouth to meet

after their appointment was on the fourth

Tuesday of March ensuing, after Hamilton’s

arrival in December, 1699. In meantime

the people of Middletown had become well

informed as to Hamilton’s defective commis

sion, and that he had not been approved by

King William. It was still believed among

the English settlers of Middletown, as has

already been mentioned, that all Scotchmen

were debarred by English law from holding

oflices over “true born Britons.” Although

this was a mistake, yet it was an honest be

lief, founded on their feelings and prejudi

ces and on former instructions from the

proprietors themselves. Now they beheld

to their great indignation an\’ astonishment,

a whole horde of Scots placed over their

heads for them to render obedience to.

Lewis Morris and other leaders of the

Scotch party, had in Basse’s administration

set an example of defiance and violence, and

they were considered capable of any lawless

or desperate act to grasp power or accom

plish their ambitious designs. For was it

not proved by the written declarations of

three honest Quakers of Shrewsbury town

ship, that Lewis Morris had said openly in

their presence at the house of Abraham

Brown in that township, that he had taken

an oflice from Governor Hamilton, and

would enforce hisauthority or“s.t>z‘ll the blood

of any man who resisted lzim!” That

he had no scruples of conscience like Quak

ers; that he “would go through with his

oflice though the streets run with blood.”*

These bloody and savage threats by the

president of Hamilton’s council were, of

course, carried to the people of Middletown,

and stirred up the belief that Hamilton and

his party would stop at nothing to enforce

their authority. It also aroused their anger

and strengthened their determination not to

submit to a Scotch usurper and his bogus

oflicials, for so they regarded them. Under

such hot indignation, intense excitement,

and wild rumors, Daniel Hendrickson, John

Ruckman, John Bray, Samuel Forman,

Eleazer Cottrell and other Middletown citi

zens, were summoned to serve on the grand

jury at the first court, where Lewis Morris

and the newly appointed justices were to sit.

This court met at Middletown village, March

26, 1700, and held court in the second story

of the block house, which stood on the knoll

where the Episcopal church now stands.

The stocks and whipping post stood in front,
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next to the six-rod road, which ran through

Middletown village from west to east, as it

does now, except that it has been greatly

narrowed at the west end of the village.

In Vol. Il, N. J. Archives, pages 364-5—fi,

appears what purports to be a true copy of

the minutes of this court. The compiler

has made an error of one year in the date.

The date is given as March 26, 1701, but

according to the original minutes now in the

Monmouth county clerk's oliice, which any

one can see, who will look, the true date is

March 26, 1700.

This mistake in the archives throws con

fusion on the order of events and is an in

excusable oue. The compilers might have

known from the language of the record it

self, that there was an error in the date.

The first two lines state that “the Commis

sions of the Justices were read.” This was

only done when newly appointed justices

took their seats for the first time on the

bench. There were no newspapers or print

in presses, and the only way of giving

pu lic notice was by oral announcements to

the people. Besides the records of the court

held March, 25th, 1701, which is published on

the preceding page, and which the compiler

must have read, states that all the justices

were made prisoners and kept under strict

guard from the 25th to the 29th of March,

1701. How then could a court have been

held while they were captives, or how could

they have ordered their captors fined and

taken into custody? Accuracy and truth are

the first and last requisites in historical re

cords, and such a mistake made in a record

now on file in the Monmouth clerk’s oflice,

right under the nose of the compiler, throws

doubts on the accuracy of the whole work.

It may he said that the mistake was in the

certified copy, sent by Morris to England,

but if this was so, a note should have been

made of this error in the archives.

The minutes of the court of general quar

ter sessions of the peace, now (1899) in

Monmouth clerk’s office, show that this

court was held at Middletown village March

26, 1700.

None of the citizens or residents of Mid

dletown township are represented on the

bench. They are all from Shrewsbury town

ship appointed by Hamilton, subsequent to

December 1699.

Car'1'. Sauutzl. LEONARD,

President.

JEDEDIAH ALLEN,

S.-\.\'ll-tIL DENl\')$,

AN’l'l.l0N\' PINTARD,

Justices.
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After court opened, the new justices’

commissions are read. Then the panel of

grand jurors are called by Dr. John Stewart,

the high sherifl.

Eleazer Cottrell is first called, and he re

fuses to serve as grand juror, because the

justices have no legal authority to hold

court, being appointed by a usurping Scotch

man. That Hamilton was not approved by

the King of England and had no right to

commission them. The court answered this

objection by ordering “the sheriff to take

Cottrell into custody” for open contempt.

Then Richard Salter, an Englishman, who

professed to be a lawyer, arose and protested

against the arrest of Cottrell. He denied

the legal right of the men then on the bench

to hold court, that it was a bogus court

created by a usurper and a Scotchman, who

was debarred by statute law of England

from holding oflice over “free born English

men.” The justices shut up Salter by order

ing the sheritf to arrest him, and so his

stream of eloquence ceased to flow.

Then James Bollen, the old clerk, was call

ed on to deliver up the records and papers of

the clerk’s oflice to the new clerk, Urawen

Drummond. Bollen flatly refused to do so,

because of the serious questions ab ..ut the

legality of their appointment, and whether

they were a lawful court, but still will give

th.em up, so that they may go on with the

business, if the justices will give him an in

demnity bond in the sum of £10,000 ($50,

000) so that he may not suffer financially, if

it turns out that they are only sham justices

under a usurping governor. Capt. Leonard

and his associates appear now to be in a

quandary. They do not know what to do.

Without grand jurors and the court records,

no legal business can be transacted. To

gain time and consult as to the best course,

court is adjourned for two hours. Lewis

Morris is not present on the bench, but he

may have been within convenient distance

for consultation and to direct his men. It

is quite likely he was with them at their two

hours’ consultation, or sent in his opinion as

to what should be done. At the expiration of

the two hours, the 'ustices again open court,

although Lewisll‘iorris puts in no appear

ance on the bench. They have made up

their minds as to their proper policy or course

of action. They order Oottrell and Salter

discharged from Sheriff Stewart’s custody.

They knew if they committed them to

jail, that it was in Middletown village

and in the enemy’s camp, and that

they would at once be released. Neither

did they dare order the sherifl to take

them to another place, as they saw from

the temper of the people, that it would be

resisted y force, as did happen later. There

fore to gain time and avoid actual violence,

they release the two men, but order Cottrell

fined £5 and Salter £15 (he being a lawyer

who should know better), and that the

sherifI should make their fines by seiiure

and sale of their personal property, and to

have the money in the court to be held at

Shrewsbury on the fourth Tuesday in Sep

tember next.

They also fine Daniel Hendrickson, John

Bray, John Wilson, Jr., Moses Lippet, and

other Middletown men, for refusing to serve

as grand jurors, or, as the record has it “con

tempt and misbehavior before this court” in

the sum of forty shillings each ($10.00) and

order the sherifI to levy on their goods and

sell them, and have the fines before next

court in September. Finding that the

people will not recognize them as a court,

and that no business can be done, they ad

journ court, mount their horses and ride

over to their homes in Shrewsbury township.

There must have been an interesting con

ference at Morris’ house in Tinton Falls that

evening, about the “bad and wicked people

of Middletown.”

The attempt of Sheriff Stewart to collect

the fines from Salter, John Bray and others,

led to resistance, and then other warrants of

arrest were issued by the Morris justices.

The sherifl and his deputy, Henry Leonard,

in attempting to serve them and capture

'Salter and Bray, was set upon Julv 17, 1700,

and badly beaten by Salter, Jacob Van Doren,

Arie (Adrian) Bennett and others, as has

already been detailed.

At the next court in Shrewsbury in Sep

tember, 1700, following the above incidents,

we find Lewis Morris sitting as presiding

judge and the others already named, sitting

as his associates on the bench.

Arie (Adrian) Bennett is brought before

the court to answer an indictment for assault

and battery on the High Sheriff and Henry

Leonard. Bennett admitted that he was

present when they “beat and wounded the

sherifl and cracked their swords” but that

he “did not assist with his own hands.”

The court orders him committed to the

sherifl’s custody, until he gives security in

£100, to appear at the next court. Another

court is held in Shrewsbury by Morris and

his justices on the 17th of October, 1700. It

seems to have been one of Morris’ special

courts. John Tilton is committed to sherifl"s

custody for signing a seditious paper.

Thomas Gordon, the Scotch lawyer, is
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rment, and he informed the court that he

ad some money for Cornelius Compton of

Middletown, “one of those rioters and

fellons” who refused to be arrested and

brought before the court. The court orders

Gordon "not to pay over this money until

Compton was cleared by law.” As this

never occurred Gordon must still have the

money. Joseph Clark is also committed to

common goal for one month, or pay a fine of

20 shillings, for refusing to assist the jus

tices of the peace to “apprehend certain

rioters.”

Garrett Boels is also committed to goal,

unless he gives security in £20 for his ap

pearance at next court to be held at Middle

town on the fourth Tuesday of March next,

and all this because Boels put his mark or

cross to a “seditious paper.’

Thomas Webly, “for contem tuous and

reproachful words in court” an otherwise

misbehaving himself in the resence of the

justices, is ordered to pay a ne of five shil

lings immediately, for the use of the poor,

or be put in the stocks for two hours. Mr.

Webly referred to pay the five shillings at

once. l)-lere it would be interesting to know

when and how Thomas Gordon paid the

money to the “poor.” It perhaps got mixed

up with “Compton’s money."

Then comes High Sherifl Stewart, with

another sad and unha py complaint about

the bad men over in ltliddletown. He tells

the court that Garrett Wall, James Bollen

and Arie (Adrian) Bennett, whom the court

had committed to his custody on September’

24th last, had forcibly escaped from, run

away and stayed away, so that he was unable

to obey the orders of the honorable court,

and have their bodies before the court of the

Common Right at Perth Amboy. Where

upon the sheriff is again ordered to have

them before the court at Middletown on

March 25th next.

The high sheriff also reported more per

verse and ugly conduct on the part of theMid

dletown people. That the fines imposed on

Richard Salter, Daniel Hendrickson, John

Bra and others by the court on the 26th

of . arch, 1700, for their “contempt and

misbehavior,” before the faces of the court,

he, as high sherifl, had been unable to col

lect. The court again ordered him to make

the said fines out of their respective goods

and chattels, and have the money before the

next court. No jury is called and no other

business is done except as above.

Morris and his friends had full and suffic

ient warning and notice, that the Middle

town people would not submit to and obey

the courts as then constituted. When Ham

ilton and Morris with their little army of 50

armed men had marched through Middle

town village the preceding July, they had

been resolutely met by 100 or more deter

mined men, who meant fight, if a single

blow had been struck. They therefore knew

what was likely to happen and what did

happen at the next court at Middletown.T

To make a diversion they ot a man named

Butterworth to admit that e was a pirate,

and had been one of Kidd’s crew, and bound

him over to appear at the court in Middle

town on March 25, 1701. I should be glad

to know the names of his bondsmen, if any.

It was what in modern slang is called a “set

up job.” They wanted to raise a new issue

which would receive favor in England.

They knew the deficient and illegal nature

of Hamiltou’s commission, and that they had

no chance in those questions. It would only

hasten the day when the right of govern

ment would be taken from them and vested

in the En lish crown. This they wanted to

avoid. hese records were framed under

the supervision of Morris, Hamilton or Gor

don, sometime after the occurrence. The

records of the court of March 25, 1701,

could not have been written up in the min

utes until after expiration of their four days’

imprisonment, so that they had plenty of

time to set out the facts about “the selfcon

fessed pirate.”

The followin is a true copy of the record

of this court, w ich made so much talk and

excitement in New Jersey, and among the

Proprietors in England, and which brought

public matters to a conclusion so far as any

further attempts to coerce and drive the

people of Middletown township.

March 25, I701.

Monuorrrrr, s. s.

At a court of sessions held for the count of

Monmouth at Middletown, in the county ore

satd and rovince of New Jersey:

Being resent:

00L. Aiwimw HAMILTON,

Governor.

Lizwis Moimis,

Simoxi. LEONARD,

Fsquires of the Governor’s Council.

JEDIDIAH ALLEN,

SAMUEL DENNIS,

Justices.

The court being opened, one Moses Butter

worth, who was accused of piracy, and had con

fessed that he had sailed with Capt. Kidd. in his

last voyage, when he came from the East Indies

and went into Boston with him. He was bound

overto appear at this court that he might be

examined and disposed of according to his

majesty’s orders. The snirl ’mlIerw0i'lh was

caller! and 'IIl-<U10 ms appear-ziri<-e. When the

court was examining him, one Samuel Willett,

an Innholder, said that the ”governor and

justices had no authority to hold court, and that
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would link it up.”

accordingly went down stairs to a company

of men, then in arms, and sent up a drummer,

one 'l1wmasJohnson, into the court, who beat

uponhisdrum. Severaloi'the0om ycame

up with their arms and clubs. whic together

with the drum continually beating, made such a

noise (notwithstsndin open proclamation made

to be silent and keep t e king's peace) that the

court could not examine the prisoner at the bar.

And when there were as the court jndged) be

twixt!) and 40 men th their arms and some

with clubs, two persons, viz. Benjamin Borden

and Richard Borden, attempted to rescue the

risoner at the bar, and did take hold of him by

e arms and about the middle and forum him

from the bani

The constable and under sheriff, by the com

mand of the court, apprehended the said

Burdens upon which several of the persons in

the court room assaulted the constable and

under sheriif, (the dr-u'n|. still In-aling and

the people thronqing up stairs with their zwms)

and rescued the two Bordens. Upon which the

justices and king's attorney ofthe province, after

commanding the king's peace to be kept; and no

heed being given thereto. drew their swords and

endeavored to retake the prisoner, and apprehend

some of the rsons concerned in the rescue, but

were resis and amaulted themselves. and the

ezaminatimi of the prismwr torn to pier.-as. Iu

the scuflle both Richard Borden and Benjamin

Borden were wounded. But the endeavors of the

court were not effectual in retaking the prisoner.

He was rescued, carried offand made his escapefi

And the people, viz: Capt. Sattle Grover, RIOI ar

Borden, Benjamin Borden, Obadiah Holmes,

Obadiah Bowne. Nicholas Stevens, George Cook,

Benjamin Cook, Richard Osborne, Samuel Wil

lett. Joseph West, Garrett Boulles, (Boels), Gar

rett Wall, James Bollen, Samuel Forman, Wil

liam Winter, Jonathan Stout, James Stout,

William Hendricks, John Bra , William Smith,

Gershom Mott, Abner Heng s George Allen,

John Oox. Jonn Vaughn, Elisha Lawrence,

Zebulon Clayton, James Grover, Jr , Richard

Davis, Jeremiah Everington, Joseph Ashton,

with others to the number of about 100, did trai

torously seize the vernor. the justices, the

kin ’s attorney, an the under sheriff and the

cler of the court, and kept them under guard,

close prtsmwrs, from Tuesday the zam of March

’till Saturday, following. being the 29th of the

same month, and then released them.

Gswss Daunnaoim, Clerk.

The above record contains names of the

progenitors of many of the most reputable

families in our county and state, and else

where in the United States, in this year 1899.

They are here represented in a court record,

asbeing guilty of rank rebellion for the mere

purpose of enabling a strange pirate to es

cape. We never hear of this man afterwards,

nor is there any previous mention of him,

 

’rSee letter ofJuly 30, 1700, N. J . Arch., Vol. II.,

p. 3'B-31, threatning arrest of Morris and Ham

ilton.

I'I'he pirate seemed ve

ed but had to be dragg

tion of the court!

Qlt does not appear that this irate tried to es

cape or made an resistance. e seems to have

been a good an docile “pirate,” who stuck to

the court until forcibly dragged away.

uuwilling to be rescu

out from the protec

nor are his bondsmen ever called upon to

pay, because of his departing from the court

without leave. After serving the purpose of

Lewis Morris’ juggling, he vanishes like a-

ghost.

Governor Hamilton and his council send a

complaint of this outbreak at Middletown to

King William, above their own signatures.

This complaint is dated in May, 1701, and

directed to “The King’ s Most Excellent

Majesty. The humble petitions of the gov

ernor and council of your majesty’ s province

of East New Jersey.”

The following extract relates to the Mid

dletown afiair:

“Upon the 25th of March last, at a Court of

Sessions held in the usual place at Middletown,

in the county of Monmouth, and province afore

said, where was present your Petitioners. Hamil

ton, in conjunction with Your Msjeety’sjustices,

to take the examination of a certain pirate be

longing to Kidd's crew named Moses Butter

worth.pursuant to Your Hnjrst;/'.9 strict com

nmnds. While the pirate was under examina

tion. those Libertines on purpose to hinder the

court's proceeding in tho affair, sent in one of

their number to beat s drum, and others of them

rushed in to rescue the pirate, and accordingly

carried him irom the bar. To hinder the rescue

and suppress the rioters Your Ma-esty's justices.

believing it their duty to assist e sheriff and

constables in the execution of their ofices, (in

which one of the rescuers was wounded) were

surrounded by the rioters in great numbers,

having (sppearingly) on purpose appointed the

same day to be a training day, on which the

court was to sit, and their destruction by them

most insolently threatened (which had been

most certainly executed, bad the wounded died

on the spot), and was confined by them four

days, 'ti l they thou ht him past hazard to

the great dishonor ol our Majmty in the abuse

of your ministers.”

Anna!\:w KAKXLTON,

Ssuum. DENIHS,

JOHN Brsnor,

Snrnnr. Hans,

Bemsmm GRIFFITH.

WrLusu Ssum*onn.,§“

Finding that neither the power of the

governor nor of the county court, grand 'ury,

orsherifl', norofthearmed which am

ilton and Morris had hes ed and marched

over to Middletown village in July, 1700,

could frighten or cowe the people into sub

missi0n——that any further efforts in this

direction meant a bloody fight, Lewis

Morris, instead of “spilling his blood,” con

cluded like Basse, to sail for England and

stir up the government there, to use the

army and navy of England against the

wicked men of Middletown, who rescued

pirates from the oflicers of the law and

arrested and imprisoned honorable repre

sentatives of His Majesty, while sitting in a

solemn court ofjustice. Terribly bad people,

Lewis Morris said, lived over in Middle
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town, and so he has put them on record,

which has come down throu h two centuries

to this day. Morris accor ingly sailed for

England, sometime in May or June, 1701,

for we find him in London the following

August. The only account of his career in

England, outside of his own writings, which

I have seen, is that contained in a letter

dated November 28th, 1701, written by

William Dockwra of London, one of the

leaders of the English proprietors, to Capt.

Andrew Bowne. This letter is in Dockwra’s

own handwriting. The original letter is

now in possession of William S. Crawford,

son of the late James G., Crawford of

Holmdel township. A copy of this letter is

also published in “Old Times in Old Mon

mouth,” pages 283 4.

He speaks in this letter of Lewis Morris

as “their Champion Goliath, L. M.," and

that they have “boasted incredibly of their

bringing in Colonel Hamilton again over

your heads in East Jersey.”

Dockwra further writes, that they have

fully informed King William of the true

situation of affairs, and that Hamilton will

be rejected. He adds that “we, that have

said less, have struck the mark and done

more to rid you of a Scotch J/oak.” He

says that “the surrender of the proprietory

government of New Jersey to the English

Crown will take place or occur in about two

months,” and concluding writes “I shall be

pleased wil/i I/ie erc/ia-ngefor an English

genllema/i logozier/1 an Englis/1 colony.”

The following petition was sent to William

of Orange, the King, signed by John Ruck

man, Arie Bennett, Jacob VanDorn, Garret

Wall, Andrew Bowne, Daniel Hendrickson,

Samuel Forman,John Bray and many others

of the residents of Middletown township.

Their names will all be found on pages 325

to 328, Vol. ll, N. J. Arch. This petition

shows partially their side of the case for the

consideration of the government of England.

“To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty:

The remonstrance and humble petition of

Your Majesty’s loyal subjects, inhabiting in

your Majesty's Province of East New Jersey in

America, humbly showeth, .

That whereas Your Majesty's humble Petition

ers did remove and settle themselves in the said

Piovince of East New Jersey: and by virtue of a

license from Hon. O01. Richard Nic oils, Gover

nor of said province under his then Royal High

ness, the Duke of York, to purchase lands of the

Native Pagans. did according to said license pur

chase lands of the said natives at their own

proper costs and charges. And whereas since

his said Royal Highness did sell and transfer all

his ri ht and interest in the said province of

East l%B\\' Jersey to certain proprietors; by whose

license several others of Your Majesty's loyal

subjects have since also purchased lands at their

own proper costs and charges of the native

Pagans of the same place: whereby the humbly

conceive they have acquired and gain a right

and property to the said lands so purchased.

.Yet notwithstanding. your Majesty's loyal sub

jects are molested, dis urbed and dispossessed of

their said lands by the said proprietors or their

agents. who, under pretense and color of having

bought the government with the soil, have dis

trained from, and ejected several persons, for

and under pretence of quitt rent and Lord's

rent, whereby Your Majesty's leige subjects

have been sued and put to great trouble

and charges, and have been compelled to

answer to vaxatious actions, and after they

have defended their own rights, and obtained

jndgment in their favor, could not have their

char es, as, according to law they ought to have

but ave been forced to sit down under the loss

of several hundreds of pounds sustained by

their unjust molestations. And ihrther, not

withstanding, your majest 's leige subjects have

purchased their lands at t eir own pro er costs

and charges by virtue of the aforesaid icenses;

yet the said proprietors, governors or agents,

without any pretended process of law, have giv

en and granted the greater part of said lands b

patent to several of the said proprietors an

others, as to them seemed fit.

And notwithstanding their pretence to govern

ment, yet they leit us, from the latter part

of June, 1689, to the latter part of Aug

ust, 1692, without any government, and that

too in time of actual war, so that had the

enemy. made adescent upon us, we were without

a.ny military oflicers to command or give direc

tions, in order to our defence, or magistrates to

p.nt laws in execution. And during the whole

time, the said proprietors have governed this,

your inajesty’s province, they have never taken

care to preserve or defend us, from the Native

Pagans, or other enemies, by sending or pro

viding any arms, ammunition or stores, but have

rather provoked and incensed the said natives

to make war upon us, by surveyin and patent»

ing their lands contrary to their li ing without

purchasing the same from them, or ma 'ng any

satisfaction in consideration thereof. An ,

sometimes when the said natives have sold and

disposed of their lands, as to them seemed meet,

they, the said proprietors, have disposed of the

same to others, or else forced them who had the

property in it to purchase it of them, upon their

own terms, whic the said natives have highly

resented, and often complained of and (may

justly be feared) wait only for an opportunity to

revenge it upon the inhabitants of this your

majesty’s province.

And further,to manifest the illegal and arbitrary

proceedings of the said proprietors in contempt

of Your Majesty’s laws, and agpinst their own

knowledge signified in a letter ythem (to the

council here in East Jersey), wherein they say as

followeth: “We have been obliged against our

inclinations to dismiss Col. Hamilton from the

overnment, because ofa late act of parliament

disabling all Bootchmen to serve irhplaces 0

ublic trust or profit. And obliglng proprie

arrs of Coloines to present their respective

governors to the king for his approbation. So

we have ap inted our friend,Jereiniah Basse, to

succeed Co . Hamilton in government, whom we

have also presented to the king, and is by him

owned and approved of.”

Notwithstanding which letter they have super

seded the said Jeremiah Basse (whom they wrote

was approved by Your Majesty) and have com

missioned the said Col. Hamilton again without

Your Majesty’s royal approbation, althon h re

moved before, by them; as a person disab ed by



EARL l’ DUTCH SETTLERS OF lIIONMO(/TH. 63

law. Who now by virtue oftheir, the said pro

prietors, commission only, would impose himself

upon us as governor. And when in government.

before superseded by the aforesaid Basse, was by

them continued about a year, after the 25th of

March, (1697), without taking the-oath enjoined

by law. And does now presume to exercise

government, not havin legally taken the said

oath or having Your Msjesty’s ro al approbation.

'l'he sald\p'r0prictm'o‘ofEast ew ersey have

also in contempt of Your Majesty’s known laws,

commimioneda native ol'Bu>tla.nd to be secretary

and attorney general of this Your Majesty's pro

vinue.-(being both places of the greatest trust,

next to ihe governor . And one of the same

nation to beclerk oft e Sn reme court of this

Your Majesty's province, w ch ma be of ill

uenee in relation to the act o trade and

navigation,’and’to,the grmt hinder-anne of Your

Majesty's loyal subjects, (the power of govern

ment bein chiefly in the hands of natives of

Scotland) rom inibrming against any illegal or

fraudulent trading -hy Bcotchmen or others in

this province.

We, Your Migatrs loyal subjects, laboring

under these an many other grieveances an

oppveuions by the fproprietors of this Your

Majesty's province o East New Jersey. do in

most humble manner, la ourselves before Your

Majesty (the "fountain of justice) humbly lD]pl0'’

lug our majesty will-be graciously pleasedao

cor ingto your princely wisdom, to take into

consideration our evil circumstances, under the

present proprietors, (if the right of Government

:s invented inthem) and that Your Majuty will

be graciously pleased to give ‘your royal orders

to said Proprietors, that wi h Your Majesty’s

royal approbation, they commission tor govern

ors. fltperson. qualified according to Law.,~who

as an indiiferent jndge may decide the controver

sies arising between the pro rietors and the in

habitants ofthis 'Your Majss y's province. And

settle all the differences which at present they

labor under. And Your Majesty? petitioners as

in duty bound shallever pray e .”

Then follows signatures of over 200 cili

zens, many of -them residents in the old

township of Middletown. Here we have an

explanation of some of the causes which in

ducedthe poo le of Middletown to resist

Hamilton and orris, set forth in their own

words. It is very different -from the cause

given by Morris and Hamilton in the court

record of March 25th, 1701. These men

had some common sense, and from their

conduct in other matters, were influenced

by righteous principles, yet Morris would

make the government in England believe,

that they made themselves criminally amen

able-to law, solely to rescue astrange pirate.

The governmeutb the proprietors was

an ill-constructed an inconsistent one, just

what we might expect to emiuate from such

scoundrels and .tyrauts as the reigning

Stuarts, who never did anything right, ex

cept by mistake.

Even the roprietor-y title to the soil has

caused troubi,e and great lom to the people

of this state from the lime it began, until

within the memory of the present genera

tion, when they sold lnnds covered by Shark

River for a mere song, and clouded -the

titles of many valuable tracts of real estate

on the coast of Monmouth county. The

Legislative investigation of the East Jersey

proprietors in 1881-2 shows how reedy

and unscrupulous their methods were.

Suppose theproprietors now had control of

the state government, and the appointment

ofjudges, as in 1700, what chance wouldthe

people have in the courts to vindicate their

rights. Thiscircnmstance or consideration

alone will show the justice of’-the resistance

made by our fore-fzillii-rs to their one sided

government and administration of the law.

Many of the proprietors were speculators in

real estate and actuated wholly by mercenar
motives. Government, law, justice, as welyl

as title to the soil,were so many investments,

out of which money was to be made. Like

the railroad and other corporations of to-day,

they controled government lo squeeze the

hard cash out of the people.

The breaking up of the court at Middle

town held by a usurping governor and hi.-4

bogus justices, was the right thing .tu do at

the right time. Richard Salter, Samuel

Forman, John Bra , Daniel Hendrickson,

Jacob VanDorn an the others, deserve the

praise and gratitude of posteril for their

stern and persistent resistance. ' t destroyed

thegovernment of these wrangling and con

tending fuctions, and relieved the people

from much injustice and wrong. is it any

wonder that the pioneer settlers of Middle

town issued the “first Declaration of Inde

pendence” and recorded itin theirtownship

book against -the unfair and monstrous

government by the proprietor:=I Such a

name as we simple creatures “never heard of

before,” they write down in their records.

 

1[See report of committeeon modern doings of

the N. J. proprietors among New Jersey legisla

tive documents of 1682.



JAN GYSBERTSEN METRN AND HIS FAMILY.

' Kreijn, son of Jan Gysbertsen Metrn, as

he spelled and wrote his name was born in

Bommel, in the Netherlands, March- 10,

1650/ When a boy of 13 years, or in 1663,

he came over with his father to New Am

sterdam. Although the father wrote his

name as spelled above, yet in old records of

Kin county, L. I., and on the records of

the irst Dutch church of Monmouth and

in our county clerk’s oflice, the name is

spelled\VanMetra, VanMetere, VanMet

teren, and in several other ways. Jan Guys

bertseri the father, seems to have been bet

ter off financially than most of the Holland
einigranis.o Vl'e find him comfortably set

tled at New Utrecht, L. I., and one of the

magistrates of that town in 1673. He was a

deacon in, the Dutch church in 1683. It

has beenthought bysome writers that he

was of the same family as Jacob Van Meteren

of Antwerp, who caused the first complete

edition of the Bible to be printed in the

English language. ( This book was printed

at Zurich in 1536, and was st great and ex

pensive work. It is thought that VanMe

teren made the translations himself, but

employed an English scholar named Miles

('overdale to supervise the printing, in order

to guard against errors in the translation.

Through VanMeteren the English people

bad access to the Scriptures in their native

tongue, They have, however, never exhib

ited any gratitude, and gave VanMeteren but

scant credit for this costly and beneficial

work.

Kreijn Janse VanMater is mentioned as a

resident of New Utrecht, and among those

who took the oath of allegiance to the Eng

lish government in 1687; the length of his

residence in America is then stated as 24

years.* In a census of Kings county taken

in 1698, his name is spelled “Cryn Jansen”

and he still resides at New Utrecht and has

a family of four Chlldl'CI1.T

There is a tradition in the VanMate’r, fam

ily, that “Jan Guysbertsen Metrn, . the

father, refused to take the oath of allegiance

in 1687, and soon after went back. to his na

tive land. That he had.urged his son very

strongly to accompany him but that he re

fused, on account of his great horror of sea

 

- Vol. I, O'Call. Doc. Hist. of N. Y., p. earn.

1 Vol. iii. 0'Call. Doc. Hist ot'N. Y., p 13-5- 6.

sickness, having suffered intensely on his

first voya eover. I think, however, that

his great ove for blue-eyed, flaxen-haired

and pretty Nelly VanCleaf was stronger

than his love for the motherland. He had

married at New Utrecht, September 9, 1683,

Neeltje (Eleanor), daughter of Jan Van

Cleef and a resident of the same town.

Jan VanCleef came from Holland in 1653

and settled at New Utretcht in 1659. His

wife was Engeltje, a daughter of Laurens

Pietersen. Neeltje, or Nelly, was born at

New Utrecht January 1, 1663, the very year

her future husband was tossing on the waters

of the Atlantic ocean. She had a brother

Benjamin, baptized in the Dutch church at

New Utrecht in November, 1683. He mar

ried Hendrika VanSut hen and removed to

Monmouth county. l*l)e and his wife are

communicants in the First Dutch church of

Monmouth in 1711 and 1719, but her name

is spelled on the records as “Hank Sutphin.”

Kreijn VanMater and Neeltje VanCleet'

his wife, are named among the first mem

bers and organizers of the Dutch church of

Monmouth. His name is first entered on

the church records as “Kriin Jansen,” and

in 1716 when Elder as “Kriin VanMetra.”

He purchased a large tract of land in what

are now (1899) Holmdel and Atlantic town

ships. His first dwelling, a log cabin, was

erected on the farm where William Jones

now resides in Atlantic township. The old

family burying ground is on this farm, and

in it many of the past generations of the

VanMaters are interred. This farm is

but a small part of the original tract.

Kreijri died March 10, 1720, and his wife

January 1, 1747. Both are buried side by

side in this graveyard, with tombstones

giving their names and dates of death. His

age is stated about 75 years and her age

about 84 years. Nelly, his widow, survived

him 27 years and was faithful to his memory.

She is said to have been a very handsome

and attractive woman, and had several oflers

of marria e, but none of them would she

accept. 'he never tired of talking about

Kreijn and of telling what he said and did,

for in all the world there was no such man,

she thought. An English visitor on one

occasion thoughtlessly remarked in her pres

ence, that “Kreiju” was. a “queer, harsh

name.” “Nodings queer,” exclaimed the
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old lady in her broken English, which be

came more so when she was excited, "Kreijn

von goodt name, gooter as effer vas. Just

like de singing of de birdts, 'ven der sprink

veather comes, and der coldt vinter go avay.”

So she ever dwelt fondly on the husband of

her youth until the summons came for her.

She died in peace with a smile on her lips,

for at last she would meet her Kreijn in the

"land of the leal,” never again to part.

The old generations of the .VanMateis were

noted for their faithful attachments to wife,

children and kinsmen. They labored and

planned, as their wills show, to provide

comfortable homes and maintain and guard

against misfortune, those near to them by

ties of blood.

Kreijn Janse VanMater and Neeltje Van

Cleef had the following children:

Jan, b. April 26, 1687, died young.

\ n b. April 17,1688, at New Utrecht, L. 1.;

m. tober 17, 1718, Ida, daughter of Eyck Hen

drickse Van8uydam;_ a 0 __, onEEF

 

.» O . He was a commnnican in our

n h chnrc n 1718, and his wife in 1731.1

Ydtje, (Ida) b. Au at 24, 1691. m. Jan. a son of

Adrian Bennett an Barbery his wife. Commu

nicants in Dutch church in 1781. She died Sep

tember 13, 1774. They had the following and

perhaps other children: (In all baptisms here

after spoken of in these articles. if no church is

named it is to be understood that the dates are

taken from the records of the First Dutch church

of Monmouth . A child unnamed, bap. January

14, 1724; Krynjans, bap. Febrnary27,1726; Neeltje,

b. November 29, 1728; m. June 7-8, 1750, John,

oungest son of Jan Schanck and Sara Couwen

oven, his wife of Pleasant Valley, and died

June 1,1810. Her husband, John Schauck, was

born June 22, 1722; d. December 24, 1808. Their

children have been mentioned in a former article

on the Schencks.

Gysbert, (Gilbert) b. February 7A, 1694; m.

Maijke, (Micha) daughter of Daniel Hendrick

son and Kaatje VanDyke his wife. He was a com

mnnicant in our Dutch church in 1721, and she

in 1740,when her sister Francyntjemife of Tunis

DeNeis,(Denise)also joined the church. Gilbert

VanMater owned and lived on the farm where

Gideon C. MacDowell now resides near Old Scots

burying ground in the township of Marlboro,

but formerly a part of Freehold tnwnship.3_ I do

not know where he died or where he is buried.

1 In Book H of Deeds, p. 211, etc , Monmouth

clerk's oflioe is recorded a conveyance from Ryk

Hendrickse éuydam of Flatlands, Kings county,

Island of Nassau, to John VanMeeteren (Van

Mater) of Middletown township, for a tract of

land in Middletown township ”bounded west by

Dominiens Vanderveer, east by Auken Leffert

sen, south by Swimming River and north by

heirs of Qnryn VanMeeteren, (kreijn VanMa-

ter”), and known as No. 4, containing 152 acres

and thirteen fltty-sixths parts of an acre, being

the seventh part of a tract said Suydam with

others bon ht of O01. Lewis Morris.

Book ofDeeds. p. 41. etc., contains record

of a deed from Charles Hubs to Gnysbert Van

Metra and Ben-amin VanMetra of Middletown

township, dat April 19, 1727,consideration £365

for a tract of 148% acres in Freehold township:

bounded southerly by VanCleef’s land, norther

ly by lands formerly Thomas Combs, northerly

and easterly by other lands of said Hubs. In

same book p. 127, etc., is a deed from Isaac For
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Engeltje, (Angelina) b. September 30, 1698, m.

John Anderson.

Benjamin b. January 22, 1702; m. Elizabeth,

da hter of Jacob Laen (Lane) and Elizabeth

Bar alpw, his wile. Both were members of

Dutch church in 1737. He died July 21, 1775,

aged 78 ears, 5 months and 29 days according to

inscript ons on his tombstone in the VanMater

cemete .

ClCo;ne la, b. May M, 1704; m. Hans (John) Van

ee .

Syrenus. (Cyrenius b. August 2s, 1706, m. Ab

i ail, daughter of An e Lelferts and Maria Ten

ck his wife. Abigail was born March 15, 1708;

d. August 25, 1785, aged 77 years, 5 months and 10

days. Cyrenius VanMater died December 28,

1787, and is buried by the side of his wife in the

Vanlldater graveyard. His age on the tombstone

is given as 80 years, 4 months.

Joseph, b. in Monmouth county February 5;

bap. Aug. 18, 1710; m. December 1, 173-1, Sarah,

daughter of Roelof Schanck and Geesie or Ghee»

Q Hendrickson, his wife. Sarah Schanck was

rn May 22, 1715, and died, according to inscrip

tion on her tombstone in the Van Mater ceme

ter , September 1, 1748, aged 33 years. 3 months

an 9 da . Her husband rests by her side and

his he tone states that he died October 15,

179-1, aged 8'1 years , 8 months and 10 days. Jos

eph VanMater and Sarah Schanck his wife.

became members of the Dutch church in 1737,

and were said to have been active and zealous

in church work, and lived consistentlives. Their

children and grandchildren always spoke of

them with affection and reverence.

The following is a certified copy of Kreijn

Janse VanMater’s will as filed in the ofiice

of the Secretary of State at Trenton. it was

not proved until March 21, 1729 or nine

years after his decease, although Benjamin

VanCleef, the testator’s brother-in law, and

one of the executors swore to it May 25,

1720. This was not suflicient in law to

admit it to probate. The law of New Jer

sey, then as now, required the oath of a sub

scribing witness, that it was executed by the

testator according to the requirements of the

statute I1r such cases made and provided:

I Kr ne VanMatre of Middletown In the Conn

ty of onmouth and Eastern Division of the

province of New Jersey Yeoman. This Six &

Twentyeth Day of April in the fifth Year of the

Reign of our Soveraigne Lord George over Great

Brittain 8w, King, Anno dom, One Thousand

Seven Iiundred and Nineteen, Being in ood

and perfect health and ofa Sound Mind an dis

posing Memory, (praised be the Lord for the

same) Doe Make and Declare this to be my Last

Will and Testament, in Manner and forme as

followeth, viz: First and princi ally I Recom

mend my Soul to Almi hty God t at gave it, and

my Body to the earth m whence it was taken,

to be Buryed Inl such Decent ahd Christian like

 

man and Elizabeth, his wife, of Freehold town

ship, to ”Ben'amiu VanMatre and Syrenus Van

Matre,” dat April 1, 1730, consideration £900,

for 250 acres in Freehold township; bounded

southerly by Burlington road, east b lands for

merly of Aaron Forman, west an north by

lands formerly Robert Barclay's: and three oth

er tracts adjacent to above. in Book I of Deeds,

pi. 35 etc., Benjamin Van Matre and Cyrenua Van

atre convey to this Gilbert VanMater by deed

dated September 1, 1785, for consideration of

£535, one-half part ofa tract of land in Middle

t.own townshi on which said Gilbert VanMater

then resided, in|i)the lands above mentioned

conveyed to them y Isaac Forman and wife.

I'
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manner, as to my executors hereafter named

shall seem Meet and Oonvenien ' and as touch

ing such Worldly Goods, as the rd In his Infl

nite and Rich Mercy (far beyond my Deserts)

hath been pleased to bestow upon Me, lGive

and dis se of the same as followeth

My ill is that all m Just Debts be Well and

truly paid and satisfi within some convenient

time after my Decease Out of my Personal Es

tate by my Executors hereinafter named.

My Will is that my Son John VanMatre shall

have and keep that Pitt one pounds which I

formerly aid to Rak Hen rickse for and towards

a plantat on for ru said Son John,without being

accountable to my xecutors for the same or any

part thereof.

My will is that at the time of the Marriage of

mf{eDaughter Yda she shall have two Cows and

fi en pounds, and my daughter An eltje to

have at the time of her marri e two ows and

fifteen pounds, and My Dang ter Cornelia to

have at the time of her Marriage two Cows and

fifteen pounds to be delivered to them out of my

personal Estate by my‘ Executors.

I Give and Bequeat. to my loving Wife Neeltje

VanMatre, the use of my plantation. and the

Use of the Remainder of my personal fitate, for

and during the time that she shall remain my

Widow; and alter her decease or Remarriage My

Will is, that the personal Estate that she has the

use of, be ually divided Amongst all my Chill

dren, Nam y John, Yda, Ghilberf. Angeltje,

Benjamin, Cornelia, Slrynus and Joseph.

I Give and Devise my whole Real Estate what

soever and wheresoever after the Death or Re

inarriage of my wife, which shall first happen,

to my fowr Sons Namely Ghilbert Van Matre.

Benjamin Vanliviatre Sirynus VanMatre and

Joseph Vanlllatre, as folioweth, viz: My Will is

that if my Son Ghilbert shall within the S ace of

Three Years Next after the Decease or smar

riage of my Wife, pay unto my daughter Yda or

her heirs, the Sum of Seventy-five pounds, that

then I give and devise One full and Equal fourth

part of my real estate to him my said Son Ghil

bert, his Heirs and Assignes forever, and if my

Son Benjamin shall, wit in the space of Three

Years Next alter the decease or Remarriage of

my Wife, pay unto my Daughter Angeltye, or

her Heirs the Sum of Seventy-five pounds then

I Give and Devise One full and Equal fourth part

of m Real Estate to him, my said Son Benja

min, is Heirs and Assignes forever, And if my

Son Sirinus shall live to the age of Twenty One

Years, and shall within three Years after the De

cease or Remarriage ofmy Wife, or at the Age of

Twenty-One Years, which. shall last happen, pay

to my Son John or his Heirs the Sum of Seventy

five pounds, then I ive and Devise One full and

equal fourth part o m Real Iktate to him my

said Son Sirinus his He rs and Assignes forever,

And if my Son Joseph shall live to the A e of

Twenty One Years And shall within Three ears

after the Decease or Remarriage of my Wife or

at the Age of Twenty One Years which shall last

happen, pay to my daughter Oornelia or her

Heirs, the Sum of Seventy flve pounds then I

Give and Devise the Remaining fourth part of

my Real Estate to him my said Son Joseph, his

Heirs and Aasignes forever. And My Will is that

if Either of the said fowr Sons Depart this Life

before he Attain the Age of Twenty One Years,

or leave Issue of his Body, that the.n that fowrth

part of my Ebtate be equally divided between

the Remaining Three, they paying that sum to

the person that the party deceased .was to pay.

And My Will is and I do herebdv give power to

my Executors hereafter name . to divide my

Lands in Fowr Equall parts or Lottments to my

said fowr Sons. .

And Lastly I doe hereby Revoke and Disan

null all wills by me formerly made declarin

this Only to be my last Will and Testament, An

s

doe Nominate Make and Appoint my two friends

and Brothers in Law Benjamin VanCleave and

Phili Folo0erts0n' to be the Executors of this

my ast Will and Testament, to see the same

Executed. In Testimony whereof I have here

unto set my hand and seal the Day and Year

first above written.

Signed Sealed and published by the above

named Kryne VanMatre ashis Last Will and

Testament in the presence of

JACOBUS Swor (or SIIOK)

Hsunizicu Smocx,

JOHN Lawnuuca,

THOMAS LAWRENCE,

WILLM. Lawimncs, Junr.

Memorandum: yt on ye 21st day of March, 1729,

William Lawrence. Junr., and Hendrick Smock

two of ye Subscribing Evidences to ye Above in

strument come before me John Barclay, Surro

gate,who upon their Oath Deposed that they saw

the Above Kryn Janssen Van Meteren signe

scale & declare ye same to be his Last Will and

Testament, and that at ye same time he was of

sound mind to ye best of each oftheir knowledge

& that they also saw ye other Evidences sub

scribe their names In presence of ye Testator.

Sworne ye day & year above sd before Me John

Barclay, Surrogate.

Memoranrloine: yton ye 25th day of May, 17-20,

Benjamin VanOleve one of ye Executors In the

within mentioned Last Will & Testament of

Kyahn Van Mstre, Deed, Personally Aeigaeared

before John Barclay,Surrogate,Authoriz & Ap

poynted to take ye Probate of Last Wills & Tes

taments was Duely sworne to the Execution

thereof. Sworn ye day &.yeare Above Written

before Me

JOHN Baacuv, Surg'l.

John VanMater, the eldest son of Kreijin

Jsnse by his wife Eyke (Ida) Suydam, had

eleven children:

L—Oryn Jans, b. September 28. 1718; m. about

1750, Marya, daughter offiluysbert Sutphen and

Geertrury VanPelt, his wife.

Cryn-jans VanMater d. in 1766 They had the

following children:

John, bapt. August 19, 1753; m.Eli1.abeth Hance

or Hons.

Engeltje, bapt. March 3|, 1755.

Guysbert, bapt. July 31, 1757; married a Widow

Clayton.

Anne, h 1759, died

Isaac, bapt. Novem r 2, 1760.

Neeltje. bapt. February 2 1766.

2.-Eyck (Richard) b. April 16,1720; m. Micah

gr Martha Osbourne, and had the following chil

ren:

Eyda, (Ida) bapr. June 9, 1751 at Presbyterian

church of Freehold. On pages 132-3 of Symines

History ol'Old Tennent church. date of bapiisins

of several of Ryck's children are iven. Mr. Ten

nent, the aster, has entered on l e records that

Ryck Van ater stated the reason for comimg to

him, instead of going to the Dutch Dominie was

“that his wife could not speak Dutch ” This

was true. for his wife belonged to the English

family of Osbournes who have resided at Mana

squan for several generations. Besides Eyda he

bad the following children baptized by the Pres

byterian minister, viz:

Jannetje. (Jane) bapt. Aprll 15, 1753.

John, bapt. August 24, 1755; m. Sarah Hen

drickson.

Catharine and Mary (twins) bapt. June 22,1758.

William. bapt. June 22. 1760.

Eleanor or Nelly, bapt Feb. 18, I763; m. Jacob

Schenck.

oung.

‘Written ”Volkertz” or “Volckertsen,” on old

records of New Utrecht, L. I.
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Iam under the impression that one or

more of their children became owners of a

tract of land on the south side of Wreck

Pond in the present township of Wall, but

then Shrewsbury. I am, however, in pos

session of no facts to prove this. The sou

William, baptized June 22, 1760, married

Martha Ward. His will is recorded in

Book C of Wills, p. 136, Monmouth Surro

gate’s otiics. It was dated March 28, 1828,

and proved August 31, 1829.

3.—Gilbert. b. January 14. 1722, bap. Feb. 4 fol

lowin , and died unmarried.

4.—.fannet]e, b. October 29, 1724; in. Aart. son of

Guysbert Sutphen and Geertrury VanPelt his

wife. He was bap. April 13, 1718.

ed'I‘his couple had the following children baptiz

Guisbert, bap. August Z0. 1743; Jan, November

3, 1745; Geertje, February 14, 1748,

5.—Neellje, hap. August 14, 1728; m. John Van

Lien, (no other knowledge).

0.—Marya, b. January 7, 1731; m. first, Peter

Lefferts, second, John Bennett. By Peter Lef

ferts she had

Maria, bap. August 8, 1780; m. Barnes J. Smock;

d. January 'Z7, 1832. ‘led 71 years. 10 months

accordingto her tombstone in the Lefferts and

Logan graveyard on theold Garret Schanck farm

near Vanderburg in Atlantic township. Her

husband. known as Ca t. Barnes J. Smoe of the

Monmouth militia dur ng the reater part of our

Revolutionary war,and at its c oseasCol. Smock,

was born January 29. 1756; d. January 80, 1834,

aged 78 ears and 1 day. according to the inscrip

tion on his tombstone, is buried by her side. 1

Krinjaus, bap. February l4, 1762.

' John, buried in Lefferts and Logan graveyard.

Tombstone gives date ofdeath Nov. 8, 1836, aged

74 years. ll mo., 20 d. His wife Zllpha is buried

by his side.

Leflerts, I think he is the Leffert Lefferts who

owned and resided on a farm in Upper Freehold

township during the middle part of the last cen

tury.

Engeltje. h. March 31, 1755.

'7.—Eyda (Ida) b. February 12, 1733; bap. March

14 following; m. Ben amin, son of Jan Derrickse

Sutphen and Engelt e Bennett his wife. He was

bap. November 14, 1758.

B.—John b. Fehruar 7, 1735; died young.

9.-Cornelia or Cat arine, b. Jul 4, 1787; m.

Stofile (Christopher Logan, and .January 18.

1806; buried in Le erts and Logan ya.rd. Her

husband's tombstone gives date of his death

November 11, 1823; age 89y, 3mos, 18d. They had

the following children:

Sarah, b. April 14. 1780; m John L. Bennett;

buried in Li-fferts Logan graveyard. Tombstone

gives date of death March 6, 1833, age 72y, 10m.

'tld. Her husband died November 27, 1843, aged

86y, 7m 27d.. according to his tombstone.

Eida, b. 1760, died young.

Eyda, b. —- -—, and perhaps others.

10.—Cornelius. bap. August 14. 1739.

11.—Geertje. bap. November 27, 1734; n1. about

1764, Aart VanDerbilt, and had the following

children baptized:

Hendrick, January 20, 1765.

Ida, Au ust I6. 1767.

Aaron. une 16 1776.

Jeremiah and -loseph, (twins), Dec. 16, 1788.

The descendants of John Vanhiater and

Ida Suydam his wife seem to have removed

from Monmouth county, so far as there are

any male descendants now (1899) bearing

the VanMater name. I am unable to state

when they removed or where they settled.

Besides,many of their descendants who emi

grated to other parts of New Jersey and

other states,adopted diflerent ways of spelling

their surnames, as Vanliieter, VanMarter,

. Van Meteren, Van Metere, etc.

 

t Colonel Barnes J.Sn.1ock's will is recorded in

Book Cot Wills, p. 340 etc., Monmouth Surro

ale's office. It is dated October 17, 1832, proved

ebrua 10, 1834. He describes himselfas a rest

dent of iddleiown township. He gives Philip

Tunison, son of his sister Rebecca, $200. To

children of his sister, Eleanor Longstreet,$300.

To Catherine Wilburt and Phoebe Stephen, chil

dren of his sister. Sarah Smock, $200. To John

Lefferts. brother of his deceased wife, $500; to

children of his sister, Phoebe Lon treet, $500.

The residue of his estate is given a solutely to

the celebrated lawyer of that day in New Jersey,

Garret D. Wall, who is also made sole executor.

During the war O01. Smock had been taken pris

oner b some of the Monmouth Tories and incar

cerat in the Sugar House, where he suffered

great hardships and indignities at the hands of

the infamous Ounnin ham. He was once taken

out to be executed, at by the intercession of

Col. Elisha Lawrence who commanded a battal

ion of the American Loyalists and who had been

sheriff of Monmouth under the King, and who

knew Smock, he was re rieved. He never forgot

or forgave these insu ta. He was a man of

gigantic size, with very long legs, and was nick

named ”Leggy Barnes,” on this account. He

had a fierce temper which flashed out like fire.

With him it was a word and a blow and the blow

oflen came first. The Tories and such as sympa

thized with them he hated with a bitter hatred,

and on the slightest provocation would assault

them with great violence. Our court records for

many ears after the Revolutionary war show

many ndictments against him for assault and

battery. He was generally defended by Garret

D. Wall. who either cleared him or got him ofi'

with a moderate flne. In gratitnde for these ser

vices he made this law er his residuary legatee

and deviaee. for he h no children. There are

many stories told of his daring and adventures.

He is said to have met his death in tryin to

drive for a wager close along the high blu on

the south side of the Shrewsbury river about

opposite the Globe Hotel in Red Bank. That a

portion of the sod near the edge of the blnff had

been underminded by a late storm, and when the

wheel of his carriage struck there it caved and

threw carriage and horses from the top of the

bluff to the beach below. Strange to say neither

his horses nor his negro driver were hurt, but he

had his neck broken. Such was the end of one

of the most reckless, stubborn and fiercest of the

Monmouth otlicers in the Revolution. He was

as atron in his friendships as he was bitter in

his enmities. He owned and resided on the

farm next to the Charles Lloyd farm, in the pres

ent township of Holmdel, owned and oocu led

by Joseph I. VanMater until recently. he

Charles Lloyd farm was owned and occupied by

Barnes Smock of the Artillery Company, and his

son Barnes lived on the adjoining farm where

the children of John I. Crawford now reside.

Col. Barnes J. Smock owned a horse called I'soli.

He thou ht more of this horse than of anything

else in t eworld. Many stories are told of the

intelligence and affection displayed by this ani

mal for his master. In some of the accounts of

the. fatal accident at Red Bank. it is said he was

riding Paoll, and was not in a carriage. Ido not

know which is the correct version.



GILBERT VAN MATER, HIS DESCENDANTS, AND

HIS WILL.

Gilbert Van Mater, second son of Kreijn

Janse by Micha Hendrickson his wife, had

the following children:

Cyrenlus, baptized December 15, 1725; married

Mary Heard.

Daniel, b. January 23, 1728, m. December 29,

1754, Mary, daughter of Rulif Cornoliuse Coven

hoven and Sarah Voorhees, his wife. She was

born July 16, bap. August 26, 1737; d. November

8, 1767, and interred in VanMater graveyard;

her age isstated on the tombstone as 80 years,

3 months and ll days. Daniel died in London,

England, October 8. 1786, and according to tra

dition in the VanMater family was honored by

interment in Westminster Abbey.

John, bap. August Z3, 1731; m. Elizabeth Carroll,

Carle or Kerle.

Neelt'e, (Eleanor) b. in 1738; in. February 22,

1775, mund Bainbridge.*

Hendrick, or Harry, b.ap. Se tember 11,1787,

went to England with his brot er Daniel after

the Revolutionary war. and was in England at

the time of his brother’s death. Since then

nothing was ever heard of him so far as I can

learn.

Joseph, bap. September 30, 1739, in. Catharine,

daughter of James Kearney of Chiuqueroras, as

the region about Keyport was then called. She

was b. July 26, 1752, and died Mr-y 10, 1807. a ed

54 years, 9 months and 20 days. and is burie by

her second husband, Rulif VanMater, in the

Vanltrlater cemetery.

 

* Edmund or Edmond Bainbridge with John

Anderson (clerk) and two others, were indicted

for a riot in 1747. [Vol. VII. N. J. Arch. a e 455.

The coincidence of names, for above ' inund

Bainbridge's wife was a niece of John Anderson

who married her father’s sister, indicates the

same family. Edmund Bainbridge and Simon

Wyckolfheaded a crowd of men who knocked

down the sheriff of Middlesex county, and broke

open the jail at Amboy to release John Balu

bridge, Jr., on the 17th of July, 1747. See the

letter of Sheriff Deare. and the affidavit of par

ticulars on pages 463 to 471, Vol. VII. N. J. A.rch.

Also charge o Jndge Neville to the grand jury,

page 456. Idem.-Also letter of Robert H. Mor

ris, age 471. . Idem.—'I'his Morris was then

Chie Justice of New Jersey, and had been lifted

to this high position by his father, Lewis Mor

ris, Governor of New Jersey. The artfulness

and craft shown in this letter mark him asa

true chig of the old block. His father, Lewis

Morris, ied in 1746, in the midst of popular

tumulta and disorders similar .to those which

occurred at the beginning of his political career

in 1699-1700. and caused by similar selfish exac

tions and ruthless measures of the Proprietors.

I am in doubt as to what relationship if any, ex

isted bet .veen this Edmund Bainbridge who mar

ried Eleanor VanMater and the Edmund who

was implicated in this outbreak of 1747. John

Anderson married Angelina Vanhiater prior to

1717.

Catharine, bap. February 20, 1742; m. October

7, 1788, Stephen Jones.

The following is a copy of the will of (lil

bert Vanltiater, father of the above seven

children:

WILL on GUYSBBBT (GILBERT) vanmsrsn.

In the name of God, Amen. I Gisbert VanMa

ter of Freehold, in the County of Monmouth and

the Eastern division of the Province of New Jer

sey, beingi weak in body but of sound, disposing

mind, an memor ; considering the uncertaint

of this life, do ma e this to be my Last Will an

Testament. In manner following:

And first recommending my Soul into the

hands of Almight God who gave it; into whose

Kingdom notwlt standin my own uuworthi

uses, I hope to be receiv through the merits

and intercession of my blessed Savior, and Re

deemer, Jesus Christ. My body I will to be bur

ied aetdthe discretion of my Exccutors hereinatter

nam .

And as touching such tem oral estate where

with it has pleased God to b ess me in this life. I

will, devise and dispose of the same in the fol

lowing maner, and form:

First I will that all my just debts be duly and

truly paid in some convenient time after my de

cease, by my three youngest sons, John, Hen

drick and Joseph.

Item. I have already given to my two eldest

sons, Cyrenius and Daniel VanMater, a lante

tion I formerly owned at the Scotch eeting

House, and to my eldest son Cyrenius, a negro

wench-Nann—aud my lon un for his birth

right. and other goods an c attols; and to my

son Daniel his negro Frank and other goods and

chattels I have already given my two eldest

sons what I intend to give them. Secondly I

give, devise and b ueath to my three youngest

sons, John, Hendrick, and Josegh, all my real

estate, lands, and meadows w atsoever, and

rights oflands which I am now seized and pos

sessed of, interested in or entitled to, and to

their heirs, executors, administrators. and as

signs forever. To each an equal third in quan

tity, and in quality, to be divided by my execu

tors hereinafter named. lf my above named

three sons or either of them, choses, it tobe

upon themselves, after the above named debts

are paid or before, if my executors think fltt and

proper.

Item. I give, devise and bequeath to my eld

est daughter Nelly. my negro wench Matt, and

her child Sallv, and a horse and saddle and three

cows, and fifty pounds in money, at eight shil

lings per ounce, for her outset, if she marry

within the term of six years. If she should not

in six years, then at the expiration of six years

to be paid to her out of my estate, the aforesaid

fifty pounds and three cows.

Item. My will is that my son John shall pay

to my daughter Nelly the sum of fifty pounds

money as aforesaid for part of her legacy, on or

before six years after my death.

ltenn. My will is that my son Hendrick shall
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pay to my daughter Nelly the sum of fifty

pounds, money as aforesaid, for part of her leg

acy on or before seven years after my decease.

Item. My will is that my son Joseph shall pay

to my daughter Nelly the sum of fifty. pounds,

money as ai'oresaid.for the last part of er legacy

on or before the term of eight years after my de

cease.

Item. I give and bequeath to my youngest

daughter, Catharine, my negro wench Maryann

and horse and saddle, and. when she marries,

three cows and fifty ounds in money as afore

said for her outset; ut if she shall not marry

within the term of six years then the fifty pounds

and three cows to be paid to her outofmy estate.

Item It ism will that my son John shall

pay to my daughter Catharine, the sum of fifty

pounds money aforesaid, on or before the term

of nine years after my decease, for part of her

legacy.

Item. It is my will that my son Hendrick

shall pay Do my daughter Catherine the sum of

fifty pounds money aforesaid, before nine years

after my decease, for part of her legacy.

Item. It is my will that my son Joseph shall

pay to my dang ter Catharine the sum of flfty

pounds money as aforesaid, on or before the

term of ten years after my decease for the last

part of her legacy.

I mean in the whole, to be paid to my daugh

ters two hundred pounds in cash each, as beiore

described already.

Item. In case either of my daughters should

lose their ne 0 wenches, which I have given

them, either att or Maryam (but not Sallyk

then I give either Peg or Betty, as the shal

see cause to chose, or

the said Matt and Maryam. That is before my

daughters should marry, or either of them;

but if married and then die, then no other in

their stead or after the expiration of six years.

Item. I ve devise and bequeath the remain

ing part 0 my negroes to my youngest three

sons John, Hendrick and Joseph, to be equally

divided amongst them, as my executors shall see

fitt, excepting them already given.

Item. I give devise and bequeath all my

household goods within doors, equally to be

divided amongst my three“youngest sons and

two daughters, to be divid in six years after

my decease equally.

Item. I give devise and bequeath the remain

ing part of my stock, goods and chattels. and all

my farmer utensils, cattle, horses, sheep, and

hogs, exceptin what before I have given, to my

three sons. J0 n, Hendrick and Jose h, to.be

equally divided amongst them at the iacretion

o my executors.

Item. It is my will that if my executors

should think my dau hters should not he well

used by my sons or eit er of them. to be in their

power to board them at their discretion at such

place and places as they shall see cause, out of

my estate, until they marry or until their lega

cies become due.

Item. My will is that, if either of my daugh

ters should die without issue of their body, then

the other to be heir.

Item. My will is if either ofmy sons die with

out issue of their body, the others of my sons to

be their heirs and the said lands to fall to them

living.

And lastly I do hereby nominate, constitute

and a point my two eldest sons Cyrenius and

Danie Vanlllater, both of the County of Mon

mouth aforesaid, to be executors of this My Last

tb if they shou d die,

Will and Testament. hereby revoking all former

wills by me in anywise heretofore made, and de

claring this to be my Last Will and Testament.

In witness whereofl have herennto ut my hand

and seal theiday of October in t e year 1758.

Grsssar VANMATEB. (L. S.)

The copy is in possession of Mrs. Marga

ret Fick, wife of ex-sherifi Fick of New

Brunswick, Middlesex county, N. J. She

wasa daughter of'Joseph VanMater and

Margaret Rapel'e, his wife, born July 6,

1860, and gran -daughter of Holmes Van

mater and Micha his wife (daughter of Gil

bert VanMaier, grandson of above testator,

who resided on Long Island).

I do not know whether the will was ad

mitted to probate, but presume it was, or

else the devisees and legatees therein named

were, VanMater like, governed by their

fsther’s wishes without regard to any legal

compulsion. For the court records of Mon

mouth county show that the VanMaters

have seldom engaged in litigation, either

among themselves over family settlements,

or with their neighbors. I do not know of

any divorce or criminal suits among the .-

past generation of the family. They have

minded their own business and let others

alone. Neither have they courted popular

ity for the sake of ofiice or honors, but if

anything have been retiring and modest in

their claims and assumptions. They have

ashonorable record as any family in the

county, considering their numbers and the

long time they have resided in Monmouth.

Cyrenius, the eldest son named in the

above will, was a miller and farmer. By

his wife, Meary Heard, he had the fol

lowing children:

John H., born (there is no record, he may have

died young).

Gilbert, born , died single in 1807. Leaves

a will recorded in Book A of “Fills, p. 194, Sur

rogate’s oflice or Monmouth. It is dated May

6 and proved May 12, 1507.

William, born Nov. 27, 1772, married December

24.1797, Mary, daughter of Garret Hendrickson

and his second wife Lena VanLiew. and died

May 9, 1844. Mary Hendrickson, his wife was

baptised May 2, 1779.

Mary, baptised, Z, died unmarried in l8l3,

leaves-will dated .\pril19, 1808, roved Sept. 25,

18l3. recorded in book A of wil s, p. 662, Mon

mouth Surrogate’s ofllce. She describes herself

as the daughter of Cyrenius Vanlliater, a miller.

She mentions Oyrenius, son of her brother Will

iam VanMater, and Ma . daughter of her sister

Mlcha, wife of Samuel illon. She devises all

her property in fee to Cyrenlus Tilton son of her

sister Micha. John W. Holmes and Micha Tilton

are appointed executors.

Maykee (Micha) born -—-. married Samuel

Tilton.

Phoebe. born December 21, 1773, married Janu

ary 20, 1791, Hendrick, son of Garret Hendrack
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son and+Catharine Denise, his wife, died, March

12, 1836.

Phoebe VanMater and Hendrick Hen

drickson, aforesaid, had the following chil

dren:

Mary or Polly, bap. Oct. 30, 1791.

Garrett, bap. Oct. 13, 1798. d. March 6, 1800.

William Heard, b. Sept. 22, 1795. d. Aug. 9, 1855,

buried in homestead yard aforesaid.

Eleanor. b. Dec. 7, 1797. d. June 2Z, 1806.

Garrett, b. Feb. 21 1800, d. June 3, 1866, m.

Angelina. daughter of Wynant Bennett of bong

Island. who was born July 13, 1818, d. Sept. 24,

1876. Both buried in Dong Island.

Cyrenins, b. Mar. 30, 1802, m. Se t.18,1823, Ida,

daughter of Joseph Vantvtater an Ida Hendrick

son his wife, d. May 17. 1870, buried on home

stead farm at Holland aforesaid.

Denyse, b. July 4, 1804.

Elinor, b. May 11, 1806.

Catharine, born—no record.

William Vanliiater, born Nov. 27, 1772,

by his wife Mary Hendrickson, had the fol

lowing children:

Cyrenlus, b. July 1, 1798; m. Elinor Hendrick

son; d. Dec. 18, 1882.

Rulif b. —, who went West and settled there.

Gilbert. b. July 10, 1802; m. Sarah Taylor; d.

Feb. 6. 1881.

Garret. b. —, m. Harriet Hopping;d. at Chap

. el Hill in 1879 leaving two children, John H. and

Mary. John

physician of good standin

ands. Garret Vanlvlnter le a will and codicil.

The last was dated Dec 13. 1878; proved Sept. 6,

1879; recorded in book M of wills, p. 494, Mon

mouth Surrogate's oflice.

Elinor. b. 1815. '

Catharine, b. -—-; m. William Story.

Daniel, second son of Gilbert VanMater,

and Micha Hendrickson, married Mary

Conover aforesaid, and had the following

children:

Tryntje, (Catharine) b. Ap. 5. 1756; m. Aug. 14,

1774. Henry Disbrow and had three sons and one

daughter Mary. who married Rev. Henry Pol

hemus. One of his sons, John H. Disbrow, mar

ried Sarah VanMater, his cousin.

.VanMater is now a practicing

at Atlantic High

 

TA marriage license was ranted to Garrett

Hendrickson, (son of Hen rick Hendrickson

and Neelt'e Garretse Schanck, his wife) and

Catharine fdan hter of Tunis Denise and Fran

cyntje Hendric son, his wife) December 8, 1755.

Garrett Hendrtckson died December 18, 1801,

aged 67 years, 10 months and 10 days, according

to his tombstone in the Hendrickson burying

ground on farm of late Senator W. H. Hendrick

sun at Holland in Holmdel township. His wife.

Catharine Denise. is interred by his side. She

was born May 8, 1732, baptised June 4th t'bilow

ing, and died September 8, 1771. aged 39 years, 4

months. Hendrick, their son, and Phoebe Van

Mater, his wife are also buried in this graveyard.

Hendrick died June 6, 1837, aged 72 years, 10

months and 7 days. Phoebe, his wife, died

Mar. 12, 1836, aged 62 years, 2 months and 2 days.

Sarah b. Aug. 18, 1750; m. Benjamin Vanlvlater

July 12, 1778, d. Sept. 5, 1840; buried in Vanlllater

yard by her husband. .

Gilbert, b. June 7.1762; m. Margaret Sprague,

widow ofa Rspelye on Iang Island. He remov

ed to Brooklyn and lived on Long Island until

his death, July 6. 12. He had six daughters

and two sons. One of his danghters, Sarah, b.

Aug 15, 1793, m. her cousin, John Henry Disbrow,

above mentioned. Another daughter. Micha, h.

Aug. 21, 1795, m. Holmes, son of Chrineyonce

VanMater and riuldah Holmes, his wife.

Holmes Vanmater resided on the Academy farm

in the village of Holmdel and was famous tor his

fast and thoroughbred horses.

Micah, b, Jan. 20. 1764, m. first Daniel Polhem

us who died Jan. 29, 1820, aged 57 years, and mar

ried second George Clark.

Nelly, b. July 20, 1766, d. in infancy.

Jan or John, third son of Gilbert Van

Mater and Micha Hendrickson, married

Elizabeth Carrol, Carle or Kerle, and had

at least two daughters.

The fifth son of Gilbert VanMater and

Micha Hendrickson was Joseph who married

Catharine Kearney, or Karney, as they

spelled it. The descendants of this couple

became known as the “Kearny VanMaters,”

and were noted for the marked difference in

their characters, from the past generations

of the family, and from the descendants of

the other branches. They had the following

children:

Rulif, ba . July 16, 1775,—-no other record.

Joseph I earney h. —~; in. Sept. 10, 1794. Ida

Hendricksomdaughter of Garrett Hendrlckson

and Lena VauLien, his second wife. He owned

and resided on a farm west of Oolts Neck and on

the south side of the turnpike to Freehold, near

ly opposite the Thomas Ryall farm, formerly

known as the Stontenburg farm.

There were other children but I have no

record of them.

Joseph K. Vanltlater, by his wife, Ida

Ilendrickson, had the following children:

Ida, b. May, 1795, m. Se t. 18. 1823, Cyrenius

Hendrickson of Pleasant alley, and were the

parents of the late Henry D. Hendrickson, so

well known to the present generation of people

in this county, and of Catharine, wife oft e late

Joseph L. Tunis, who owned and resided on a

farm near Wickatunk and died a few years ago.

James Kearny, b. Nov. 11, 1807, m. Elizabeth

VanMater and died childless on Nov. 25, 1850.

His will is dated March 24, 1819' roved Dec. 12,

1850. and recorded in Book F of 'ills. p. 44. He

leaves all his personal and real property equally

to his three sisters. Ida, wifo 0t’ Cyrenlns Hen

drickson, Ann K. Vanhiater and Elizabeth, wife

of Joseph Probasco.

Ann K., b. May 11. 1815, m. Benjamin Vander

veer.

Elizabeth, b. Feb. 1, 1820, m. Joseph Probasco

and had the following children by him:

James K., Robert, Johanna. Hn da, Mary Jane,

llendrick and Cyrenius. -



DANIEL AND HENDRICK VAN MATER WHO

JOINED THE KING’S ARMY.

Daniel and Hendrick, two of the sons of

Gilbert Vanhlatcr and Micha Hendrick

son, and named in his said will, enlisted at

the beginning of the Revolutionary war in

the first battalion of Skinner’s brigade,

commanded by Elisha Lawrence of Upper

Freehold township, and who was the last

colonial sheriff under King George III in

Monmouth county. The majority’ ofAmeri

cans who belonged to this command of Col.

Lawrence’s were doubtless natives of this

county, which then included Ocean county.

They were called the New Jersey Royal

Volunteers, but were popularly known from

the color of their uniforms as the “Greens,”

or “Skinner-’s Greens.” Many of the men

who thus joined the British army were con

scientious and honorable men and carried

on war in an open, soldier-like way. They

were widely difierent from the Refugees at

Sandy Hook, the Pine Robbers, and other

desperadoes who took advantage of the un

settled times to plunder and murder. The

geople, however, who suffered from their

epredations were not in any condition of

mind to make a distinction between the

Americans who sided with the British.

One of the sisters of these two VanMaters

had married a Bainbridge who belonged to

an intensely loyal family, and one of their

brothers, Joseph, had married a Kearny, a

family likewise strong on that side. They

were also socially intimate with Col. Elisha

Lawrence, the Ex-Sheriff, with Ex-Sheriff

John Taylor of Middletown and other old

colonial oflicials who had sworn allegiance

to the king of Great Britain. It was per

haps these social, family and political influ

ences which carried them away from their

Dutch kindred into the ranks of the enemy.

The same extravagant promises of royal

approbation, honors and reward, were doubt

less made to them, as to other Americans

by the British oflicials and agents to get

them to enlist.

At the close of the Revolutionary war they

found themselves stripped of all their prop

erty, their families broken up and scattered,

and themselves exiled from their homes and

friends. They went to England, I think,

with Col. Elisha Lawrence, in order to get

some recognition from the English govern

ment for their services and losses, for, ac

cording to Lawrence’s aflidavit hereinafter

printed, he was in London at the same time,

and it was evidently made to help Daniel

VanMater with his claims against the gov

ernment. This affidavit is otherwise histori

cally important, because it shows that Colo

nel Lawrence with part or all of his com

mand, was in Monmouth as early as Decem

ber, 1776, arresting prominent and active

patriots. At this time the people were dis

organized, with many non-committal among

them. Lawrence seems to have met with

no resistance in capturing the “rebels,” as

they were called. This, too, helps explain

the letter written by Hendrick VanBrunt

and others to Governor Livingston of New

Jersey, printed on pages 261-3 of “New

Jerse Revolutionary correspondence.”

This etter is dated September 15, 1780. In

it they write that the captivity of some of

them has lasted nearlyfour years. This

would agree with the time Lawrence says he

was in Monmouth county taking prisoners,

viz., December, 1776. Among the Mon

mouth oflicers named in captivity in 1780,

we find Major Hendrick VanBrunt, Col.

Auke Wyckofl', Capt. Jonathan Holmes,

Lient. James Whitlock, Lient. Tobias Pol

hemus, Capt. Jacob Covenhoven, Col. John

Smock, Capt. Barnes Smock and Henry

Smock. It seems that some of these men

had languished in captivity nearly four

years, and it may be that some of them were

not exchanged or released until the war

closed.

Daniel VanMater and his brother Hen

drick had all their hopes of government aid

outside of grants of land in Canada, dashed

to the ground. Like other American loyal

ists who had been seduced by the fine and

extravagant romises, the English are so

prone to ma e, when they need help or

favors, they found only coldness and ingrati

tude on the part of the high-caste English

men, misnamed “nobility,” who acted and

spoke for the government, and who really

control the government of Great Britain for
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their class interests. The following extract

from the proceedings of the British House

of Commons on June 19, 1820, shows what

help and reward they got, after sacrificing

everything. Mr. Williams, one of the

members, speaking of the claims of the

American loyalists, said: “It is more than

30 years since these claims accrued.

Three-fourths of the claimants are dead,

and many of them died of broken hearts.”

Mr. Lockhart, another member, said, “The

American Loyalists have never received

any compensation for their losses.”

Daniel VanMater died in London, Eng

land, October 8, 1786, without receiving an

compensation except a grant of land in bleah

Nova Scotia. I doubt also the truth of the

tradition handed down among the Van

Maters, that he was buried amon the heroes

and great men who lie in estminster

Abbey. I think he had lost and suflered

enough for the English government, to en

title him to this honorable grave, but he

bore a Dutch name, and was a stranger from

over the seas, and why should they care to

bury his poor corpse when he was no longer

of any service to them? In the eyes of the

so-called “nobility” or the Brahmin caste of

England, he was no better than a dead dog

who had fetched and carried for them in his

lifetime.

The following papers which belonged to

him were probably sent to his children by

his brother Hendrick VanMater, after his

death:

[Addressed]

“General Burch, Commandant etc.,”

[Endorsed]

”Rs.M'7w1 for Inquiry lo the p0Ils<'e.”

. . B.

Below] ”This matter is one that must be de

ci ed after troops are gone.”

D. M'vrnsws, Mayor.

The above endorsements are in the hand

writings of Gen. Burch and Mayor Mathews

of New York city.

“General Burch. Commandant of the City of

New York, v. v.

The humble memorial of Daniel Vanltiater

mosr respectfully showeth:

Whereas your humble memorialist hath a

cousin in New Jersey, who was brought up in

our family, Built a schooner for his own private

use, and she was impressed in the Provincial ser

vice in order to carrythe cannon and sick toBruns

wick. The British took the said schooner and

converted her to their own servi e, where she has

remained until lately, and now is in the hands

nfCaptain Nailler, by the name of Schooner Pool.

Your humble meinorialist claims the said

schooner by a deed ofgift from under the hand

of his cousin Cornelius Covenhoven. Now your

humble memorialist prays, as she never was

condemned and made a prize to the British, that

the General will grant an order that said Cap

tain Nailler shall deliver up the said schooner to

your humble memorialist, or show cause why he

detains the said Schooner Pool in his‘possession.

Your humble memorialist shall be in nty bound

to ever pray -

DANIEL VANMATEB.

May ye 20th, 1788.'

As this claim was returned to him, it ap

pears, they did not or could not return his

schooner. Soon after this he must have

sailed for England to push his claims there.

The following aflidavit shows that he was in

London in l785.:—

AFFIDAVIT OF COL. ELISKA LAWRENCE

Elisha Lawrence maketh oath that he has

known Mr. Daniel VanMater, late of Monmouth

county, New Jersey. in North America, many

ears revious to the late rebellion in America.

hat r. VanMater has always shown the

stion est attachment to his Majesty’s Person

and vernment. That in December 1776. this

Deponent was ordered into the said County of

Monmouth. Mr. VanMater was ve active in

rendering every assistance to the roops. and

disarming and taking Rebels prisoners. That

he with some others took Tunis Vanderveer. a

Rebel Captain-I’ of Militia and some Privates

and brought them unto this Deponent. That

this Deponent assheriffof the said County of

Monmouth, sold to Mr. VanMater part of the

farm he possessed at the commencement of the

Rebellion, as will appear by the titles, and is

well acquainted with the land, and thinks it was

worth about that time at least £8.00 ($40 00) per

acre, New York currency. This Deponent is

also well acquainted with Thomas Leonard and

John Longstreet, Esqrs. Thinks them to be

good jndges of land and particularly acquainted

with Mr. VanMater’s land, and from their

characters, thinks that the greatest credibility

may be given totheir testimony. And further

saith that Mr. Vanltiater was esteemed an

Honest Man, as far as this Deponeut Knoweth.

As to the value of Mr. VanMater’s movable es

tate the Deponent cannot retend to say. He

Knew he had many Negro S aves and a consider

a.ble stock on his farm of all kinds, and in par

ticular it was a general received opinion that

Mr. VanMater’s horses were some oi the best in

the country.

Col. Eusns LAWRENCE.

London, March 2nd, 1785.

[Endorsed] Copy of Col. Elisha Lawrence's de

position.

In a letter from Cyrenius Vanhiater to

his brother Daniel Vanhlater, dated March

28, 1785, he speaks of the death of “Rike

VanMater” about January 1, 1785. On the

inside page is a letter addressed to Harry

Vanhlater (Hendrick was his baptismal

name). This is also signed “Your Affec

tionate Brother, Cyrenius Van.\iater.”

These letters are folded in the old fashioned

 

‘The English army evacuated New York in

the month of November. 1783.

{This is a mistake about Tunis Vanderveer

b.ein a rebel captain. He was a sergeant, and

live where his great-great-grandson David Ar

thur Vnnderveer now lives in Freehold town

ship. He was a hold. resolute and active patriot.

He was in the British prison of New York at the

same time Garrett Wyckofl’ was there. They

were released at the same time and came home

together, as they were quite near neighbors.
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way and addressed to

Mr. Daniel VanMater

in London, at Jacob 'I'aylor's

Pimlico, near the Queen 's Pallace No. Z5.

This would show that Daniel and his

youngest brother Henry or Hendrick, were

both in England at that time. Another let

ter is dated at Brooklyn, February 17th,

1786, from Gilbert VanMater and addressed

to Daniel VanMater, London. Gilbert

heads the letter “Honored Father,” and

expressed a strong wish that he should re

turn and live with his children. That the

se aration of so worthy a father “is much

fe t by your family in general and in partic

ular by your affectionate son, Gilbert Van

Mater.”

In another letter from the same son dated

“Hampstead South, May 26, 1785,” he

speaks of having returned to farming and is

doing well. He begs to be excused from

going to England on account ofthe expense

and inconvenience. The letter is directed

so “Mr. Daniel VanMater, at Pimlico, Lon

on.’

In another letter from Gilbert, dated

Brooklyn, October 11, 1786, he speaks of

living in Brooklyn and in the same busi

ness as when his father left. He also speaks

of the death of his grandfather Conover in

New Jersey about two months before from a

stroke of the palsy. The letter is addressed

to

Daniel Van Mater

to be left at the New York coffee house, London.

by favor of Capt. Townsend.

 

DANIEL, HENDRICK AND CHRINEYONCE VAN

MATER’S ESTATES CONFISCATED.—DEATH

' OF FENTON, THE PINE ROBBER.

In the clerk’s oflice of Monmouth county,

Book A of Executions, beginning in back

part of book, is the record of 110 executions

against Monmouth county land owners who

joined the British army, or were detected

going within their lines.

On page 11 of this book is an execution

against Daniel VanMater, and on page 31 a

similar one against his brother, Hendrick

VanMater. Under these executions all

their real estate was seized and sold to the

highest bidders. The following is a true

copy of the execution against Daniel Van

Mater. They all follow same form.

Monmouth County. ss.

The State of New Jersey to Samuel Forman

Joseph Lawrence, Kenneth Hankinson, an

Jacob Wikoff, esqrs, Commissioners duly ap

inted for the said County, on the part and

ehalf of said State to take and dispose of, for

the use and benefit of the same. the estates of

certain Fugitives and offenders in the said

County, or to any two or more of them, Greet

in .

%Vhereas, lately, that is to say of the term of

October, in the Year of Our Lord, seventeen

hundred and seventy-nine, in the Court of Coin

mon Pleas held at Freehold in and for said

county of Monmouth, before the Jndges of the

same Court. flnaljndgment was had and entered

in favor of the said state of New Jersey. pur

suant to law. against Daniel VanMat(-r. late of

the Township of Freehold on an Inquisition

found against the said Daniel VanM tter for join

ing the Arm of the King of Grest Britain. and

otherwise o ending against the form of hls

allegiance to the said Slate. etc., and returnable

to the said Court, as may fully appear ot record.

Yon are therefore commanded and enjoined to

sell and dispose of all the estate, Real of what

nature or kind soever, belonging to or lately

belonging to the said Daniel VanMater, within

the said County of Monmouth, according to the

direction of “An Act for forfeiting to and vesting

in the State of New Jersey, the real estate of

certain 'Fugitives and 0ffenders"’ made and

passed the eleventh day of December, A. D.

l""8.

“Witness John Anderson, Esq.. Jnd e of the

said Court at Freehold af'd,the 22nd 0 January,

A. D. 1779.

By the Court,

Aunnnson, C’l’k.

Recorded May 15, 1779.

On pages 76 and 99 of Book A of Execu

tions are similar writs against Chrineyonce,

son of Joseph VanMater, and Sarah Roel

ofse Schenck, his wife. The first seems to

be for going within the British lines and the

last for joining the Kiug’s army.

Chrineyonce, it is said, carried on the

mill now known as Taylor-’s Mills, near the

old VanMater homestead, in Atlantic Town

ship, but they were owned by his father

Joseph, who did not die until 1792. He

was also interested with his cousin, Daniel

Vanltlater, in the ownership of several

schooners, which carried hogshead staves,

corn meal and flour to the West Indies, and

brought back to Perth Amboy or New York,

sugar, molasses, rum,wine and other tropical

products. The fear of the loss of these

vessels and their lucrative trade, may have

influenced them in their political stand,
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thinking the English government must ulti

mately win.

The bold and out and out stand taken by

these three VanMaters, named in above

executions, for the English Crown, and

because of their social standing, and the

bitter feeling it aroused among their nearest

relatives among the Covenhovens, Schencks,

VanDorns, Hendricksons and others, who

lived all around them, and could not under

stand howa true Dutchman of re ublican

antecedents, could take sides with t e Eng

lish King, their course was bitterly con

demned. The imprsion prevails today

among the people of Monmouth, that all the

Vanltlaters were Royalists. This, however,

is incorrect and not the fact. Like many

other families, they were divided in their

allegiance. There were more VanMaters

who served faithfully on the American side

than on the British, but as the VanMaters

are not given to blowing their own trumpet,

these patriots have been forgotten or over

looked.

For instance, Cornelius VanMater was a

captain in the first regiment of Monmouth

militia. Benjamin VanMater was a private

in Capt. Barnes Smock’s artillery company,

Chrlneyonce, son of Cyrenus VanMater, and

Abagail Lefferts, his wife, and Cyrenius,

son of Benjamin VanMater, and Elizabeth

Lane, his wife, served in Capt. Waddel’s

company. It was through the instrumen

tality of William VanMater, born June 22,

1760, and a son of Richard VanMater, that

the chief of the Pine Robbers was killed.

This was no less a person than Lewis

Fenton, who for several years had headed

those banditti, and perpetrated many rob

beries, murders, and other crimes. So dar

ing and ferocious had been many of his at

rocities, that he had become what in our

day is called a “Holy Terror,” to the peo

ple of Monmouth.

On page 351 of Barber & Howe’s His.

Coll. of N. J. is an account of the death of

this Fenton. While generally correct, there

are some errors in the details of this narra

tive, as I have heard the story.

It was not Burk, who helped Fenton rob

and beat VanMater, but one DeBow, for

Stephen Burk, alias Emmons, with “Zeke

Williams” and "Stephen West” had been

killed at Wreck Pond Inlet, by a party of

militia under Capt. or Major Benjamin

Dennis, in January 1779, and Capt. Dennis

had brought their corpses to Freehold for

recognition, and to secure the reward ofl'ered

by Governor Livingston. To avenge the

death of these three men, Fenton waylaid

Capt. Dennis in July 1779, while travelling

from Coryel’s Ferry to his home in Shrews

bury, and brutally murdered him. Thomas

Burk, alias Emmons, had been hung at

Freehold in the summer of 1778.

In August, following the murder of Capt.

Dennis, Fenton and his gang murdered two

aged people, Thomas Farr and his wife, in

their own home, not far from the Yellow

Meeting House in Upper Freehold township.

Wainright, a tax collector, was also found

murdered about this time on the south side

of the Manasquan river. This was also laid

to the Fenton gang.

So great was the terror caused by his fero

city, cruelty, and daring, that Governor

Livingston about this time, offered a reward

of £500 ($2,-500) for Fenton, and smaller

sums for his abettors and followers.

This large reward is evidence of the dread

he inspired, and how diflicult it was to in

duce anyone to hunt him down in his pine

lairs and swamps. It seems from concurrent

testimony that he was a desperate and

dangerous man, quick and active as a panth

er in his movements, cunning and deep in

his plans, with a coplness and nerve no

danger could shake. Masterful and cruel

in his disposition, he exacted unquestioning

obedience from the half savage denizens of

lth; pine woods, whom he dominated and

e .

On the 23rd of September, 1779, William

VanMater a lad of some 18 years ofage, had

been sent by his father on an errand to

Longstreet’s Mills, in the vicinity of what is

now Our House Tavern. He rode there on

horse back early in the morning. When

withinamile or two of what is now Our

llouse Tavern, but then a dense pine woods,

his bridle was suddenly grabbed by John

Fenton, a brother of Lewis, who was hid

den behind a big pine tree close to the mad

side. Lewis Fenton and DeBow then came

out of the woods partially intoxicated.

They pulled VanMater ofl' his horse and

began to search his pockets, while John

Fenton unbuckled and took the saddle ofl'

the horse. Finding no money on his per

son, DeBow began to strike and kick him,

and finally knocked him down. Then,

picking up his musket which had a bayonet

aflixed, he made a vicious lunge at his

throat, as he lay on the ground. Van Mater

threw up his arm to fend off the thrust, and

the bayonet pierced the fleshy part of his

arm. At this moment a wagon with five or

six men in it, was seen coming up the road

from the direction of the Shark River salt

works. The miscreants at once left their
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victim and retreated into the woods, John

Fenton taking the saddle with him.

VanMater, who was young and active, at

once sprang up, leaped on his horse and

rode 0ff bareback on a run. After going

nearly a mile he stopped, tore ofl a strip

from his shirt, and bound up the wound in

his arm. It then occurred to him, that he

had heard that Lee’s rangers or light

dragoons, were stationed at Freehold to pro

tect the people. Smarting under the indig

nities to which he bad been subjected, he at

once resolved to ride there, and lodge his

complaint against the robbers. This he at

once did, running his horse all the way to

Freehold. He fell in with a sergeant of the

rangers to whom he told his story. This man

had heard of Governor Livingston’s $2,500

reward for Fenton, dead or alive. He at

once went to Major Lee and obtained per

mission to take three of the soldiers and go

after Fenton.

A large farm wagon with horses was pro

cured, two barrels were set in front, and a

lot of hay was placed in the body. The

three soldiers with loaded and cocked

muskets by their sides, were ordered to lie

down behind the barrels, and were covered

over with the hay, so that they could not be

seen, and were instructed that when they

heard the sergeant strike his foot against the

barrel, they were to rise up and shoot any

person, whom the sergeant had his pistol

pointed at. Two bottles filled with apple

jack were also procured, one the sergeant

laced in his pocket; the other he gave to

g'anMater to carry. lie also took ofI his

uniform and dressed himself in an old suit

borrowed from I farmer. A board was

placed across the two barrels, and, with two

loaded pistols under his coat, the sergeant

took his seat by VanMater on this board.

The whole rig resembled the usual teams or

wagons of the farmers going after salt to the

Shark River salt workl-. Vanhiater was di

rected to drive to the place where the rob

bers had attacked him. They reached the

spot early in the afternoon but found no one

there.

The sergeant then ordered VanMater to

drive on a slow walk down the road leading

to the Shark River salt works. This he did,

and when they had gone about two miles, a

hoarse call came from the woods to “Ha/1.”

Out strode the robber chief, a cocked rifle

in one hand and a big horse pi.-tol in the

other, and another in his belt. He was still

under the influence of liquor and more reck

less than usual. Addressing VanMater with a

vile oath, said “After the licking you got,

how dare you show your rabbit face around

here.” Then, noticing the barrels, he

asked “Have you got any rum in them

bar’ls?” "I have got some in a bottle,”

replied VanMater. “Hand it out dam

nick, then,” commanded Fenton, “or

’ll blow your head ofi.” The young man

assed the bottle to him; he put his pistol

ack in his belt, let the butt of his rifle drop

to the ground, and seizing the bottle, raised

it to his mouth. As the rum gurgled down

his throat, the sergeant gave the signal, and

fired his pistol at the broad breast of the

desperado, who was only three or four feet

from him. The ball struck him and he

turned half around, letting the bottle fall,

and made an efiort to raise his rifle. At

this moment the three soldiers, who had

risen, fired, blowing ofl the top of his head.

A few seconds later, the re ort of a gun was

heard offin the woods. hinking it was a

signal, and that the gang might attack them

from the thickets, they threw the corpse of

the robber into the wagon, and started back

on a run towards the Court House. They

reached there without any molestation; and

great was the rejoicing when the news of

Fenton’s death went over the county. I

suppose Governor Livingston aid the $2,

500 reward to these soldiers for liilling Fen

ton. There ought to be records in the State

House at Trenton to show this and who they

were. It would be interesting to know their

names.

At all events William VanMater did more

for the peo le of Monmouth when he eflect

ed the slaying of this arch fiend ofthe ines,

than his three cousins ever did for the yal

side. The many stories told generation

after generation about the three VanMaters

who joined the army of King George, and

fought against their own kinsmen, has also

added to the popular belief, that the whole'

family were the worst kind of Tories.

Such tales grow and are exaggerated each

generation. Great injustice and wrong has

in this way been done to the VanMaters,

who, as a rule, have been conscientious and

honorable men, and have contributed much

by their industry and ability, to the agricul

tural progress of Monmouth county, parti

cularly in introducing blooded and fast

horses and other stock.

As a great writer has said:

“Rashly, nor oft-times truly,doth man pass jndg

ment on his brother;

For he seeth not the springs of the heart, nor

heareth the reasons of the mind.

And the World is not wiser, than of old, when

justice was meted by the sword.

When the spear avenged the wrong, and the lot

decided the right.
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"tire/’t’Ce.'t

When the footsteps of blinded innocence were

tracked by burning DlOu1lJBl1Rr9s

And the still condemning water, delivered up the

wizard to the stake;

For we wait, like the sage ofSalamis.to see what

the end will be.

Fixing the right or the wrong, by the issues of

failure or success.

Jndge not of things b their events; neither of

character by provl ence;

And count nota man more evil, because he is

more unfortunate

For the blessing ofa Qjttleieovenant, lie not in

the sunshine ot' prosperit ,

But pain and chastisement, t e rather show the

wise Father’s love.”

Now I have seen an account, coming from

the patriotic side, of a raid into Monmouth

county, by a part of the bri ade under Cort

land Skinner. The three \ranMaters served

under him and were probably in this raid.

This account says: “It is acknowledged in

their favor that they behaved remarkably

well to the ersons of our people.” There

was a wide siflerence between these regular

troops under reputable oflicers, and the whale

boatmen from Long Island, the mongrel

crew from the Refugee camp on Sandy Hook,

and the bandits of the pines.

This story is given as an item of news fresh

from Monmouth county, in the issue of the

New Jersey Gazette of June 27, 1781. (See

files of this newspaper in the State Library):

“On Thursday last a body of 1,000 men,

New Levies, British, and foreign troops,

under command of Cortland Skinner, made

an incursion into Monmouth county. The

arrived at Pleasant Valley about ll o’cloc

a. m. The militia by this time were begin

ning to collect, and a pretty severe skirmish

ing was kept up the remainder ofthe day, in

which our people behaved with great spirit.

“They began their retreat about sun-down,

and made no halt till they got to Garrett’s

Hill, where they continued during the night.

During the night one of our gallant oflicers

made a descent upon them and rescued a

number of stolen sheep.

“The next day they embarked again.

They have taken ofl'40 cattle, 60 sheep, with

loss of one man killed, and a number de

serted. Their loss in wounded is unknown.

“Loss on our side, 1 killed, 3 or 4

wounded.

“They burned two houses, but it is

acknozv/edged in their fawr that they

behaved remarkably zvzll lo Ike persons qf

ourpeople. By their coming out in such

force it was ex ted their aim was to have

penetrated furt er into the county. To pre

vent which the militia of the neighboring

counties were called upon, and it was truly

surprising to see with what spirit and alacrity

they flew to arms, and were crowding down

from every quarter to the assistance of their

brethren on this occasion, when accounts of

the hasty retreat of the enemy, rendered

their further services unnecessary.”

This was evidently a foraging party after

beef and mutton from Staten Island or New

York city, but it was a very strong force for

our militia of Middletown township to fight,

and compel them to retreat.

ESCAPES OF DANIEL AND CHRINEYONCE VAN

MATER, ROYALISTS.—THE PINE ROBBERS

OF MONMOUTH.

There are also two stories told of Daniel

and Chrineyonce VanMater, repeated gen

eration after generation, durin the long

winter evenings around the firesi es in many

of our farm houses; and these tales have

added to the belief, that all the VanMaters

were devoted Royalists. As has already

been stated, Daniel and his brother Hen

drick (Harry), were born and raised on the

farm, near the Old Scots burying ground,

only it included more of the adjacent lands.

These and other lands belonging to them

were confiscated and sold under the execu

tions aforesaid. After serving in the New

Jersey Royal Volunteers, or “Greens,” a

year or two, Daniel became very anxious to

see his sister Catharine, who was then un

married and kept things together at the

homestead. He accordin ly came over

from Staten Island one nig t in the fall of

1778, and managed toreach his old home

undetected. Next day one of the young

negroes thoughtlessly mentioned to a patri

otic neighbor, that “Mars Dan’l was home.”

This news flew all over, and along in the

afternoon, a party of light horsemen sur

rounded the house and captured Daniel

VanMater. He was allowed to mount one

of his horses, and surrounded b armed

horsemen, was escorted to Freeho d to be

lodged in jail. The reached the court

house about dusk, an rode into the yard
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which was in front, and then inclosed by a

stout and high board fence. A sentinel was

placed at the gate while they awaited the

coming of the sheriff, who happened to be

away. Thinking that their prisoner, who

still sat on his horse, was entirely safe with

in this yard, they paid but little attention to

him. VanMater gradually walked his horse

over close to the court house, so that the

whole width of the yard was between him

and the front fence. It was now quite dark,

when VanMater suddenly started his horse

on a dead run for the front fence, which is said

to have been fully six feet high. His horse,

accustomed to the fox chases of those days,

leaped like a deer, and went over that fence

like a bird. It was a wonderful jump, and

done so quickly in the gloom of evening,

that before the light horsemen could recover

from their astonishment, the rapid beat of

his horse’s hoofs was heard on a dead run

going down the road, and his wild whoop

of triumph, sounded through the darkness.

They knew it was hopeless to follow him on

his blooded horse, and so VanMater escaped,

and was never afterwards seen in Monmouth

county. The whole county rung with his

daring jump and escape, and the story has

been tolzl over and over down to this day.

Another well authenticated story is told of

Chrineyonce Vanhiater, who is said to have

carried on the mills at the place now known

as Taylnr’s Mills, in Atlantic township. He

had a slave called Tommy, who was very

faithful and of whom he thought a great

deal, and made careful provision for his

comfortable maintenance in his old age.

A small party of militia was sent to arrest

him, but Tommy saw them before they

reached the house, and gave him warning,

when the party was about a quarter ofa mile

away.

Chrineyonce at once mounted one of his

best horses, and started down the road

which led to the Refugee camp on Sandy

Hook. Among the militia was a resident of

Colts Neck, and a bitter personal enemy of

Chrineyonce. He was mounted on a very

fine and fast horse, and armed with a sabre

and pistols.

As soon as the militiamen discovered that

their “bird had flown,” they started in pur

suit, for VanMater was not over a quarter

of a mile ahead of them. When they reach

ed Ogbouru’s corner without gaining on him

they all gave up the chase, except the Colts

Neck man, who swore he would have him or

his corpse. Brandishing his sabre and

striking his horse now and then with the flat

side, he kept right on in VanMater’s track,

for he intended to cut him down or shoot

him. They assed through Middletown

village like a ash, but when VanMater be

gan to mount the high hill, which lies east

of the intersection of the Red Bank road

with the road from Middletown to the High

lands, he discovered that his horse was show

ing signs of distress. Chrineyonce was a

large, heavy man, resembling physically his

maternal grandfather, and was noted for his

great bodily strength, but his great weight

was telling on his horse. When he reached

the top of the hill and looked back, he saw

his pursuer was now gaining on him, and

not over 500 yards behind him, flourishing

his sabre and showing in every move his

deadly purpose. Just as Chrineyonce pass

ed over the crest of the hill, he met a boy

on a fine horse with a bag of meal in front,

coming towards him. Riding close up to

him he caught him by the collar, and lifted

him off of the horse, at the same time toss

ing ofl" the bag of meal. He at once chang

ed horses and went on a run towards Sandy

Hook. When the Colts Neck man reached

the top of the hill, and saw VanMater skim

ming away on a fresh horse, he swore many

bitter oaths, but gave up the chase. Chrin

eyonce reached Sandy Hook,and from there

went to New York and joined Col. Law

rence’s battalion of the New Jersey Royal

Volunteers, and for this the second execu

tion on page 99, Book A of Executions, in

clerk’s oflice, was perhaps issued against him.

His father, however, in his will, made

provision that Chrineyonce’s children

should have what he left, if there was any

likelihood of confiscation. This last execu

tion was not recorded until February 4,

1784.

Gilbert Van'-.\Iater seems also to have been

on the patriotic side. The following news

item appears in the June 14, 1780, number

of the New Jersey Gazette, then printed and

published at Trenton, N. J.

Extract from a letter from Monmouth Co.

of June 12:

“Ty, with his part of about 20 Blacks and

Whites last Friday a ernoon, took and carried

off Prisoners, Capt. Barnes Smock and Gilbert

Vanlttuter, at the same time spiked up the iron

four pounder at Capt. Smock's house, but took

no ammunition. Two of the artillery horses and

two of Capt. S'-“.lOCk'S horses were taken off.

The above mentioned Ty is a negro who bears

the title of Colonel, and commands a molly crew

at Sandy Hook.’: . . . . .

Although this is a brief notice, it involves

quite a long explanation in order to under

stand it. Tye, who was a mulatto, and a

runaway slave, was acquainted with all the

hypaths and woods in this part of Mon

mouth. He had led his men through the
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woods, and by nnfrequented paths, and had

taken Capt. Smock by surprise. The spik

ing of the cannon was to disable the gun and

prevent an alarm.

It has often been asked, why the Sandy

Hook Maranders and the Pine Robbers pass

ed by the rich and fertile farms around

Shrewsbury and Eatontown villages, so

much nearer to them, and went toa more .

distant region like Colts Neck and Pleasant

Valley.

The reason was that this was the very

heart of Monmouth county, where the most

active and resolute patriots lived. Around

Shrewsbury they were lukewarm, to say the

least. This Pleasant Valley region was

known among the Tories of Monmouth as

the “Hornets’ Nest,” a name given at a

later date to the Democracy of the old town

ship of Middletown. Capt. Barnes Smock

lived on the farms where Charles Lloyd

lived, and the one now owned by the chil

dren of John J. Crawford, deceased, lying

on the north side of Hop Brook and west of

the road from Holmdel village to the bridge

over this stream. This last farm was after

wards owned and occupied by his son Barnes.

In Stryl-:er’s book “Oflicers and Men of

New Jersey in the Revolutionary War,” he

is described as Capt. Barnes Smock of an

artillery company. The other Barnes

Smock was captain of a light horse company.

The last Barnes Smock was often called

“Leggy” Barnes on account of his long legs,

for he was a man of great size. They were

both designated as captains during the Rev

olution. On the tombstone of the last Capt.

Barnes Smock in Lefferts-Logan graveyard,

his name is inscribed “Col. Barnes J.

Smock.”

The residence of Capt. Smock near Hop

Brook was the rallying place for the Middle

town patriots to meet. A circle of about

four miles drawn around, with Capt. Smock’s

dwelling as the center, would take in the

greater part of the most active and zealous

of the patriots in old Middletown township.

This region was well called the “Hornets’

Nest,” for their stings meant death to the

tories. The four pounder was placed here,

and used as a signal gun. On any ordinary

day or night, the boom of this cannon could

be heard for miles around. The Schancks,

Hendricksons, VanDorns, Smocks, Hyres,

and Holmeses, and Covenhovens, through

Pleasant Valley could hear it. The Hul

sarts, (Hulses), VanKirks, Wyckoffs, Du

Boises, VanCleafs, Covenhovens, and

Schancks who lived in the vicinity of old

Brick Church could hear the report.

So the boom went westward among the

Strykers, VanSicklens (Sickles), Wyckofls,

Voorheeses, VanDerveers, and Conovers,

living through what is now Marlboro town

ship. It went roaring southward to the

Scobeyville and Colts Neck neighborhoods,

among the Van Brunts,VanDerveers, Lefferts,

Bennetts, VanSutphens, Polhemuses, (Jon

overs, and VanSchoicks. The report of this

four pounder was a notice to all, that the

enemy was making a raid somewhere in

Middletown township. Every man among

the associated patriots, seized his rifle or

musket, swung his powder horn and bullet

pouch over his shoulders, and, often bare

footed, and in his shirt sleeves, would spring

on his horse, and ride as fast as the horse

could run, over to Capt. Smock’s house.

Therefore, even in the middle of the night,

if a scout brought word to Capt. Smock that

the enemy was landing from their boats at

Matawan creek, Navesink, Shoal Harbor

creek (now Port Monmouth), or on the

Middletown side of the Shrewsbury river,

the cannon was fired. In a few minutes,

from all around, armed men would come,

riding in on horseback, and at once a troop

was formed to meet the coming raiders,

sometimes by ambush, and sometimes by a

wild tornado charge on horseback. This

explains the swiftness with which the many

raids of the enemy were met and repulsed,

although the newspapers of that time, do

not report one fourth of the fights, skirmish

es, and raids, through this part of Monmouth.

The rich farms with their cattle, horses,

sheep, hogs, and well stocked cellars, smoke

houses and barns, constantly attracted the

Refugees from Sandy Hook, foraging par

ties from Staten Island, the crews from the

British transports and men of war in the

Lower bay, who craved fresh provisions like

chickens, milk, butter, etc., after their long

voyage across the ocean, living on salt pro

visions. Tlaespiking of this four pounder

by Tye and his gangwas a serious matter,

and so was the kidnapping of Capt. Barnes

Smock with Gilbert VanMater, who doubt

less helped him load and discharge this

cannon.

The people of this vicinity were well call

ed “Hornets,” and Col. Tye knew enough

not to bring them about his ears, for he got

safely back to Sandy Hook with his two

prisoners and four horses. Only two or

three years previous the people of this vicin

ity were slow moving, good natured, kind

hearted farmers, as many of their descen

dants, who still live on these lands, are to

day. They had no military training, and
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knew nothing of war or camp life, but were

men of peaceable lives and kindly deeds.

After three years of war had passed these

quiet and hospitable farmers had become a

stern faced, haggard band of desperate men.

In that time many of them had fathers,

brothers, or sons, who had starved to death

in the British prisons of New York. Others,

who had been exchanged, came home emac

iated skeletons, and told horrible and ghast

ly tales of Cunningham’s brutality, of slow,

lingering death, with insults and cruelties

supersdded to embitter the dying hour.

When they heard these things, they thought

it was easier to die fighting, than to suffer

desth by inches amidst such horrors.

Others of them had seen a father, brother,

or son suddenly shot down while at work in

his field by a hidden assassin in an adjoining

thicket. Others again had seen a father,

while working near his home to provide for

wife and children, suddenly shot down, and

then bayonetted before the eyes of his horror

struck wife and terrified children. Others

again had come home from the battles of

Brandywine, Germantown, or other scenes

of conflict, and found their wives and daugh

ters dishonored and gibbering idiots, their

stock gone, and often their houses and out

buildings burned to the ground.

While these outrages cannot be charged

on the Regulars, British and Royal Ameri

can troops under honorable oflicers, yet they

can be on many of the whale-hoatmen from

Long Island, the Refugees on Sandy Hook,

and the outlaws of the pines. These wrongs

and sufferings had changed the quiet farmers

of Pleasant Valley, into a band of fierce and

desperate men to whom fighting became a

joy, if he could only kill, and kill, and kill

these demons who had wrecked his life.

Col. Asher Holmes’ regiment was made up

principally of these farmers, and, at the

battle of Germantown, they stood and held

their ground after the regular troops had

twice broke and run.*

 

‘See letter from Col. Asher Holmes to his wife

written after the battle of Germantown, and

This, too after marching all day and the

preceding night, and going into battle with

out rest or food. The militia of Somerset

county, and Monmouth, had come under

the eyes of General Lafayette, and he re-.

marked that “for coolness and braver they

exceeded all his expectations of the mi itia.”

But it had required a baptism of fire,

misery and wrong for three years, to stir up

their quiet blood and easy nature, and bring

them u to this pitch of savage desperation

and wi d fury. Gilbert VanMater and

others of this name on the patriotic side, had

endured and suffered. with the rest, and

therefore I contradict the current story,

which has so long been told, that all the

VanMaters were Royalists.

ublished in Monmouth Democrat. Asher

olmes was a native of the old township of Mid

dletown, and a farmer by occupation. He was

the first sheriff of Monmouth county under our

republic a staunch patriot, a brave man, and a

good ofllcer, although he had no military educa

tion or training.

The followin

old Bible, muc

torn, now in .

great grandson,who resides on the Ty

omestead in Marlboro township:

“John Watson and Hope Ta lor, 'oyned in

Bonds of Holy Matrimony ye 15t of ecember,

in the year of our Lord, 178 7-8.” (1738).

Then follow births of three children by this

marriage, but names are torn off. On the next

page, (flrst entry):

”Asher Holmes and Sarah Watson were mar

ried on Thursda , 21st day of February, 1771.”

Then follow b rths of several sons and daugh

ters, and, finally:

“Asher Holmes departed this life June 20. 1808,

aged 68 rs .4 mo., and 4 da. Sarah Holmes,

widow o, Asher Holmes, departed this life Sept.

11 1830.

"Then follow two entries, copied from some

other records, as follows:

“Sarah Salter, daughter of Samuel Holmes,

died January 14, 1757.’

“Sa6r.nirel Holmes departed this life February

20 17 .

l understand that Col. Asher Holmes is buried

in the iard of the Baptist church at Holmdel

village ut I have never made a personal exam

ination of this cemetery. Asher Holmes Cono

ver, who owned and occupied a farm in the

townshi of Freehold, about a mile and a half

from oi Tennent church, and who died last

spring, and his brother, Peter H. Conover, who

also owns a farm in this same vicinity, are great

grandsons of Col. Asher Holmes.

extracts are from entries in an

dilapidated, mouse eaten, and

ion of Asher H. Holmes, his

lee Schanck



GARRETT VAN MATER, HIS CHARACTERISTICS

AND DISPOSITION.

There is another VanMater, heretofore

named along the descendants of Gilbert

VanMater and Micha Henrickson, his wife,

who, I think, deserves particular notice.

This was Garrett Vanlviater, the fourth son

of William VanMater and Mary Hendrick

son, his wife, born during the early part of

the present century, and who died at his

home on Chapel Hill, Middletown township,

in 1879. He was well known to many

people still (1899) living, and familiarly

addressed and called Garry Vanllriater. In

his youth, without any advantages of educa

tion, save such as could be had in the rough

country schools of his boyhood days, he

engaged in business at Hoboken, N. J. By

steady and persistent industry and his natural

good judgment, he amassed quite a fortune,

according to his modest desires. Instead of

spending all the years of his life in piling up

dollars, he came back to his native county

to enjoy country life, before age had impaired

his strength and interest in the world. He

purchased a tract of five acres, known as the

Cornelius Mount property, on one of the

lofty eminences of that range of hills, called

the Navesink Highlands, and commanding

.a magnificent view of Raritan Bay, from the

cedars of Sandy Hook to the two Amboys at

the mouth of Raritan river. Here, where

he could see the mingled glories of earth and

sea and sky at one glance, he took up his

abode, and lived until the end came in

1879. Garrett Vanhiater was a domestic

man, and neglected no step which would

promote the comfort and welfare of his wife

and children. The careful provisions in his

will to guard them from the misfortunes of

life, testify to his care and foresight in this

particular. He possessed a logical mind,

with the hard, practical sense of the Hen

dricksons, his mother’s people, and the

sensitive nature and buoyant disposition of

the VanMaters. His laugh was hearty,

spontaneous and contagious. Any one who

ever heard Garry laugh will remember it.

He was fond of argument and reasoned well,

for he’ was a natural debater “wayback from

I)ebaterville.” Although no scholar or

bookman, he had gathered from actual

experience and treasured up many facts.

lie was an observant man and understood

human nature well. For the mere pleasure

of argument, he would often take sides con

trary to his real convictions. In these wordy

tournaments he was very earnest and vehe

ment, and a stranger hearing him, would

think some of his opinions highly repre

hensible. Garry made no distinction between

the man in his shirt sleeves, and the man

who wore a clerical gown. They were all

men in his eyes with their sins, foibles, and

weaknesses, for he had no bump of vener

ation. As he was always plainly dressed

and looked like a country farmer, people

often misjudged him. Country ministers,

or some young theologian, fresh from the

artificial life and training of a sectarian

seminary or college, would sometimes tackle

Garry, upon hearing him make some hetero

dox remark, as he stood in a crowd on a

platform awaiting a train, or in some other

public place. Much to (z'arry’s delight, he

would call the plain, ignorant old farmer, as

he thought, to book for such unorthodox

opinions. Then the ball would open, much

to the entertainment of the bystanders. The

clerical champion would strike at Garry

with his book knowledge, his cut and dried

sectarian learning, and his ipse dixit on

eternal damnation. Wherenpon,Garry,with

his ready wit, shrewd practical sense, and

knowledge of the world, would give it hack,

in his high pitched voice in a way to make

all the bystanders roar with laughter. After

a few years Garry became known, and none

of the ministers cared to tilt with him.

They always had business somewhere else,

when Garry wanted to argue with them.

The young farmers of Middletown township,

who attended the debate; at Headden’s

Corner schoolhouse many years ago, will

remember the zest and interest which Garry

took in these wordy combats. Although a

great deal older than any of them, he

seemed a companion, for his heart was

always young, and he liked young company.

His high spirits, hearty laugh, and the

vehemence with which he debated aqnestion,

made him ths life and soul of this debating

society. He served occasionally on the

grand jury, and made a good juryman, for

the “axe-grinders” could never hoodwink

or deceive him. He loved justice and hated
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Lonely gra~e of Michael Fields. by the side of the public road, near

Yanderhurg. lle was killed in a skirmish with the British near this

place on lune LIN. 1778. Col. Asher Holmes. with a part of his regiment.

made an attack on the baggage train. but were repulsed with the loss of

this man killed and several wounded. Four of the British soldiers and

one drummer l)0y were killed in the attack. The division of the British

army in charge of the baggage train began their march from Freehold

at 3 o'clock A. M. on June 28. 1775'. and by daylight must have been

several miles on their mail. tiarret Smock. who participated in the at

tack. stated the almve facts to R. C. Smock, his grandson.

  

Bridge over llop l’-rook and mill pond on the road between

Harlhoro and llrick Church.

l'l--otographed in the summer of 1900 by Mrs. L. ll. S. Conover.
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wrong, with all the deep intensity of his

nature. Any abuse of even a dumb beast in

his presence excited his anger, and he would

then express himself in language more

forcible than polite, for a spade with him

was a spade, and nothing more. There was

nothin theatrical, deceitful or subterranean

about im. He carried his “heart on his

sleeve,” as the saying is. Although at

times rough in his words, he was truthful

and faithful to principle and friends. He

was hospitable to those he liked, and noth

ing pleased him more than to have them

visit his home. He had a very pleasant and

comfortable home.’ The maginficent view

from the rear piazza, seemed to harmonize

with his broad, liberal, and charitable ideas.

For the eye could take in at a glance, not

only the whole expanse of Raritan Bay, but

the lofty hills of Staten Island on the north

west, the spires and steeples of New York

rising beyond the grim forts at the Narrows,

with the white beach and background of

green pines of the Lon Island shore,stretch

ing away eastward until lost in the Atlantic

ocean. Here, seated on his piazza, Garry

VanMater passed many hours gazing at this

pleasant and grand view. The great ocean

steamers with their pennants of trailing

smoke,the ships, sch0oners,and other vessels

with their snowy canvas, coming in from

distant lands, or going down to the great

ocean, afforded inexhaustable subjects of

thought and speculation to one of his obser

vant and active mind. From the foot of the

lofty eminence on which his dwelling stood,

the land slo ed gradually away to the bay

shore, and ray like a picture beneath his

eye. The well cultivated gardens, fields,

and farms, the comfortable farm houses nest

ling amidst orchards and vineyards, aflorded

a marked contrast to the blue water of the

bay,and what looked like fairy land beyond

The dock at Port Monmouth, the steamboat

lying by it, taking in the products of this

region from a long train of farm wagons,

made a scene of animation and life, and just

distant enough to lend enchantment to the

view. I often think the same ideas must

have passed through Garry VanMater’s

mind, when he gazed on this beautiful and

animated scener , as those ex ressed by

Steadman in “A ice of Monmout :”

“Ladies in silks and laces,

Lunching with li s agleam,

Know on aught o the laces

Yiel ing such fruit an cream?

Bouth from your harbor-islands,

Glisten the Monmouth hills;

There are the Ocean Highlands,

Lowlands, meadows, and rills.

Berries in field and garden,

Trees with their fruitage low,

Maidens (asking our ardon),

Handsome as ci es s ow.

Know you that night and morning,

A beautiful water Fay,

Cover'd with strange adorning

Crosses you rippl ng bay?

Her sides are white and sparkling,

She whistles to the shore;

Behind her hair is darkling,

And the waters part before.

Li htly the waves she measures,

p to the wharves of the town,

There unloading her treasures,

Lovingly puts them down.

Come with me, ladies; cluster

Here on the western pier;

book at her jewels' lustre,

Changing with the changing year.

First of the months to woo her,

June her strawberries flings

Over her gsrniture,

Bringing her exquisite things.

Rifling her richest casket,

Handing her ever where

Garnets in crate an basket,

Knowing she soon will wear

Blackberries, jet and lava,

Raspberries, ruby and red;

Trinkets that August gave her

Over her toilet spread.

After such giits have faded,

Then the peaches are seen,

Coral and ivor braided,

Fit for an In ian queen.

And Se tember will send her

Prou of her wealth and bold,

Melons glowing in splendor,

Emera ds set with gold.

So she glides to the Narrows,

Where the forts are astir;

Her speed is a shining srrow’s;

Guns are silent for her.

So she glides to the ringing

Bells of the belfried town,

Kissing the wharves and flinging

All ofher jewels down.

Whence she gathers her riches,

Ladies, now would you see?

Leaving your city rlc es,

Wander awhile with me.”



DESCENDANTS OF BENJAMIN VAN MATER AND

ELIZABETH LANE, HIS WIFE.

Benjamin VanMater,* third surviving son

of Kreijn Van Mater, and Elizabeth Lane

his wife, their children and some of their

descendants:

 

Neeltje (Eleanor)1 b. Sept. 8. 1730; m. 1748. Gar

rett Janse Couwenhoven. and was his first wife

as already mentioned. She died prior to 1786,

for about that time Garrett J. Couwenhoven

married his second wife Antje Schanck.

Jacob, b. March 12, 1782; m. Neeltje, daughter

of Hendrick Hendrickson and Neeltje Gsrretse

Schanck, his wife. She was bap. Sept. 30. 1740.

Jacob Vanlldater died A ril 20, 1775, aged 43 yrs.,

1 mo. and 8 days, aecor ing to his tombstone in

Vanli/later graveyard. His widow was about

35 years of age at date of his death and may have

married uga n.

*In book I of deeds. page 255. Monmouth coun

ty clerk’s ofllce is record of adeed from John

Hartshorne and Lucy his wife, to Benjamin Van

Mater, dated March 4, 1761. consideration $2.600)

for a tract of 274 acres in S rewsbury township,

heginpin’ on northerly side of Hockhocirson

branch o Falls River. Also. on page 252 ofsame

book a deed from Thomas Lemming and Hau

nah his wife, to Benjamin VauMater, dated Au

gust 3. 1770, for 40 acres in Shrewsbury township.

bounded on Pine brook and Tintern brook in

part. This deed is witnessed by Cyrenius Van

Mater, Benjamin Couwenhoven. and Cornelius

Vanltiater.

' 1 An old Dutch Bible -was brought by Neeltje

Vanblater into the Conover family when she was

first wife of Garrett Couwenhoven. It has re—

mained there ever since and is now in possession

ofJohu Lyall, son of the late Peter G. Conover.

The following are exact copies of certain entries

in this Bible:

“Crinjance VanMater, deyed 10 March, 17Z0.”

”Jon Lyle 10 January 1761.”

“My father Jacob Lain dyed 21 Nov. 176l.“

”ltty daughter Elizabeth Bennett dyed 10 Aug.

1769. ’

“My son Jacob Vanlldater dyed April 20, 1775.”

”Benjamin VanMater dyed July 21, 1775-735'.

5in. 29d,”

“My grandson Cvrenius VanMater sou of Cor

nelius Vanltlater, dyed July 30, 1775-4 years 25

days.”

The following entries were evidently made by

Garret Couwenhrivenz

“William Schmuck b. March 3. 1789.”

“Nelly is born 8 Seit.1730.“

“I msrrl d wirh Ne ly VanMater in 1748.”

' My daughter Jacobs is born 10 sept 1749.”

”Benjamin b. 25 Jan.1753.”

“Catharine, b. 25 Dec. 1755.”

“John, b. Sept. 1, 1766, dyed 28 Aug. 1775.”

”Garrett B. 28 Sept. 1770.”

The last flve entries ive us names and births

of children of Garrett onwenhoven by his first

wife Neeltje(Nelly)VanMater. The eldest daugh

ter Jacoba is said to have been designated by the

last syllable of hi-r name ”Coba,” or as the

Dutch expressed it. Oobatje, pronounced in

English. “Cobauchte.”

Cyrenins, bap. July 29, 1737; m. first, Anne,

daughter of Arie VanDorn and Antje Janse

Schanck, his wife. She died June 1. 1765. aged

27 yrs. 3 mo., according to her headstone in Van

Mater graveyard; m. second, April 8, 1768, Co

batje or Cobauchee Couwenhoven.

Cornelius. bap. April 28, 1744; m. December 3.

1787, Sarah. daughter of Cyrenius VanMater, and

Abagail Lefferts, his wife. She was born October

3.1748; hap. October23 of same year, and died

February Z5, 1824. aged 75 yrs., 4 mos.. 22 days

according to tombstone in VanMater yard. Cor

nelius VanMater is buried by her side and date

of his death given as March 30. 1797. aged 52 yrs..

1 mo., 16 days. He was captain of a company of

Monmouth militia during the early part of the

Revolutionary war.

Sarah VanMater, widow of Cornelius, made

her will February 20, 1824. proved March 10, 1876;

recorded in Book B of Wills. p. 386, etc., Mon

mouth Surrogate’s oflice. She describes herself

as the widow of Cornelius Vanltiater. She be

queaths to her grandneice. Eleanor Hendrick

son, (daughter of John Hendrickson and Mary

Lloyd his wife. and grand-daughter of Daniel

Hendrickson and Eleanor VanMater his wife.)

and to Elizabeth Weathers and Anna Scott wid

ow ofJames Scott.al1 her wearing apparel to “be

equall divided between the three by her friend.

Jane fferts.” She also directs her son-in-law

and executor. Jacob B. Vanll,later. to give each

of them $10 to purchase black clothes. All her

silver spoons and plate and residue of her per

sonal property is given to her son-in-law, Jacob

B. VanMater, in fee. and he is made sole ex

ecutor.

Elizabeth, b. S<ptember, 1748; m. November 9.

1762. William. son of Jan Bennett and Ida Van

Mater his wife: died August 10, 1769. They had

a child named Ida bap. Jul 28, 1769.

Jacob VanMater by eeltje liendrickson

his wife, had the following children:

Benjamin, b. January Z8, 1757; bap. May 15 fol

lowing; m. July 12. 1778. Sarah. daughter of Dan

iel VanMater; d. May 31.1817. aged 60 yrs., 4 mos.

and 3 days, according to inscription on his tomb

stone in Van Mater yard. His wife is buried by

his side and hei tombstone states that she died

September 5, 1840, aged 81 yrs., 23 days.

Neeltje. bap. Oct. 18, 1761; m. fi st, Conrad

Lovefield; second, Jacob Holmes.

Elizabeth. bap. April 30 1761: m. Daniel, son of

Johannes Polhemus and Mary Vanlllater his

wife; d. October 23. 1813. aged -19 years;

Hendrick, bap. March 6. 1768; d. unmarried

November 20, 1840, aged 74 yrs., 9 mos and 14

days, according to his tombstone in Vanltlster

yard. Be left a will dated August1,18?.9; proved

February 2). 1841; recorded in C of Wills. p. 322.

Monmouth Snrrogate's oflice. He gives his

 

1 Daniel Polhemus died June 22. 1831. aged 71

ears according to his tombstoie in Polhemus

urying round at Scobeyville. Monmouth

county. e had the following children by his

wife. E lzabeth Vanltiater: Jacob. b. Juno Q.

1795; Abbie, b. Dec. 19. 1797; H1. William Schanck.

John, b. Jan 17.1801; d. youn . John. b. May 7.

1803, and Daniel, b. July 26,1 .

a

/
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nephew Henry. son of his brother Benjamin. six

silver spoons and an ei ht day clock and all his

wearin apparel. Res due of his property to be

divid in six equal shares. Two shares to his

nephew Daniel, two shares to his nephew Hen

ry, one share to each of his neices, Maria and

Eleanor, daughters of his brother Benjamin

“Not doubting,” he says in the will, “but what

they will contribute a support to their aged

mother, for whom I ever entertained the most

unfeigned respect and friendship, and also their

two brothers, Jacob and Gilbert, who have exer

cised towards me innumerable acts of kindness,

but whose misfortunes may require assistance

and protection of my legatees.” Daniel and

Henry, his two nephews, are appointed ex

ecutors.

The will is witnessed by James Nevins, Joseph

H. VanMater and Catharine Nevins.

Cyrenius, second son of Benjamin Van

Mater and Elizabeth Lane his wife, by Anna

Van Dorn his first wife, had two sons:

Benjamin, ba . June 27, 1762; m. Sept. 11, 1787.

Elizabeth, dang ter of Cornelius VanMater and

Sarah Vanllliater his wife. She was baptised

Oct. 9. 1768; d. March 16. 1795, aged 26 yrs., 0 mos.

and 16 days, aocordin to her tombstone in Van

Mater yard. Benjamin VanMater d. March 14.

182.5.

Arie, (generally called and known as Aaron,)

bap. April 80.1764;m. Agril 7, 1785, Mary.dautrhter

of Albert Polhemus an Allje (Alchy) VanMater

‘ his wife, and died Sept. 2, 1835, leavln only one

daughter. Anne, bap. Dec. 20. 1755, w o m. Jos

eph H. VanMater, the famous horseman of

Monmouth county.

---—/ By his second wife, Cobatje Couwenhoven,

he had the following children:

William, bap. May 10. 1767; m. Jan. 4, 1792, Ida

Bennett} and died about 1300, leaving two chil

riren, ason and daughter. His widow married

for her second husband, James Smith.

Agnes, b. 1769; m. Jacob Smith.

Jacob, bap. May 19, 1772; m. Feb. 13, 1804. Mary

Vanderveer.

Cornelius, bap. Sept. 5, 1773; m. June 1B, 1797,

Orpah Taylor.

Garrett, bap. Aug. 25, 1776; m. Betsey Lake.

 

§One of William VanMater's children was

Elizabeth, or Betsy, born Feb. 16. 1794; m. Jan.

11, 1816. William Lake, son of Capt. John Lake

of Colts Neck. Soon after this marriage, he re

moved bo Freehold where he lived. Here he

had one son,William Henry, b. Oct. 19, 1817. He

then moved to New York City where he followed

his trade as a carpenter until about 1833, when

he came back and took up his residence at

Morrisville in this county. While in New York

he had two sons born. John Bennett about 1821

and Joseph T., b. Sept 28, 1830. His eldest son,

William Henry, followed the sea and physically

was as fine a specimen of the American sailor as

ever trod the deck ofa ship. He, however, con

tracted hasty cousumption which carried him off

in the morn of his manhood. He is buried in

the yard of the old White Meeting House in

Holmdel township. The second son, J0hn'Ben

netl, was drowned while shad fishing in the

North River. Jose b T. Lake, the oungest son,

has resided in Free old nearly all is life and is

still (1899) living. He served during the war of

the Rebellion as Captain of Company E, 29th

R4-gt. N. J. Vols., and came home with the

respect and good will of all of his men, for he

looked after them like a father.

Elizabeth, bap. May 10, 1778; m. John W.

Bennett.

Mary, or Polly, bap. April 23, 1781; d. in

infancy.

Nelly (Eleanor) ba . Sept. 9,1781; m. William

Wyckoii. and had fo lowing children,viz: John,

b. Aug 20. 1800; Mary. b. March 1, 1812; Garrett,

b. Feb. 28, 1804; Oyrenius. b. Oct. 9, 1817; Charles,

b. Aug. Z3, 1809; and Sarah, b. Oct. 17, 1811.

Catharine, bap. Dec. 7, 1783; m. June 24, 1802,

Matthias Golden.

Peter. bap. Oct. 15. 1788; m. Lavinia Beasley.

Sarah bap. April 11, 1790; m. Joseph Lake.

John 6., bap., A ril5,1798.

I do not know w o this last son married.

Cyrenins VanMater, father of the above 14

children, made his will Oct. 18, 1800; roved Feb.

28. 1801, and recorded in Book A of ills, Z3628,

in Monmouth snrrogate's otlice. He ives his

two sons. Benjamin and Arie (Aaron) y his flrst

wife. Anne VauDorn, all the goods and chattels

received from their mother and says that he

gives them no more because they are well pro

vided for by their mother’s relatives.

He then gives to his second wife, Cobat e use

of all his property during her widowh . He

then devises. sub ect to use of widow, to his two

sons, Garrett an Peter. the farm he bo ht of

Edmund Williams, formerly the John lton

farm, to be e ually divided between them.

He bequest sto Chrineyonce Hand Elizabeth,

children of his deceased son Wil iam VanMater,

and to Sally Ann and Cyrenius Smith, children

of his deceased daughter Agnes, who married

Jacob Smith, $00 to be equally divided between

them when they become of e.

All residue of his estate he evises to his seven

children, Jacob, Cornelius. Elizabeth Bennett,

Eleanor Wyckoff, Catharine Van Mater, Sarah

VanMater and John O. Vanlllater after

their mother’s use has ended share and share

alike. His son Cornelius and his friend Tylee

Williams are appointed executors.

Cornelius, third son of Benjamin Van

Mater and Elizabeth Lane, his wife, mar

ried Sarah VsnMater, and had the following

children:

Elizabeth, b. Aug. 80, 1768; bap. Oct. 9, follow

ing; m. Sept. 11, 1787, Benjamin Va.nMater; d.

March 18, 1796. '

Cirenius, bap. Sept. 15, 1771; d. when a boy. '

A agail, bap. May 14, 1750; m. Dec. 22, 1800,

Jacob B. VanMater; died Aug. 25, 1802.

Benjamin, eldest son of Jacob VanMater,

and Nelly Hendrickson, married Sarah Van

 

Mater and had the following children:

Jacob B., b. Feb. 18. 1779; bap. April 4, follow

lug; m. Abagail VanMater, Dec. 22, 1800; d. Dec.

2,1836. aged 57 yrs.,9 mo., and 9 days, and is

buried in Vanlllater yard. His wife. Abagatl, is

interred by his side and her age given as 22 yrs.,

10 mo.

Daniel, b. March 8, 1782; bap. June 20, follow

in ;d. Ms 10. 1852.

ilbert, .Dec. is, 1787, bap. M'rch 23,1788; d.

May 11, 1850.

Maria, b. Feb. 15,1790; bap. May 2 following;

d. unmarried May 18, 1867.

ll This son of William VanMater, Chrineyonce,

enlisted as a soldier in the war of 1812, and,while

at Trenton, N. J., awaiting orders, was taken

with a fever which proved fatal. He died

unmarried. . His sister, Elizabeth or Betsey.

married William Lake, as stated above.
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Henry, b. October 8, 1791; bap Dec. 11, follow

ing; d. June 6, 1841. He married Catharine S.

Bennett.

Eleanor, b. Oct. 20, 1793; bap. Oct. 21, (same

year) d. single May 2'7, 1882.

It would puzzle one to define the relation

ship of the above six children, or state the

exact relation of each to the other.

Benjamin, eldest son of Cyrenius Van

Mater, by his first wife, Anne VanDorn,

married as already stated, Elizabeth, daugh

ter of Cornelius VanMater, and Sarah Van

Mater, his wife, and had the following

children:

John, b. Nov. 11, 1800; in. Jane, daughter of

William I. Conover who resided in what is now

Manalapan township) and d. Sept. 16 1868, on

his farm at Colts Neck which lay on the EOI1i.l1

 

DESCENDANTS OF CYRENIUS VAN MATER AND

ABAGAIL LEFFERTS, HIS WIFE.

Cyrenius VanMater, fourth surviving son

of Krei'n VanMatsr, and Abagaii Leflerts,

or Le ertse, his wife, had the following

children:

Chrynjans Chrineyonce), bap. Mar. 20, 1730;

m. his cousin lessor, dau hter of Joseph Van

mater and Sarah Roelofse hanck, his wife; d.

Sept. 11, 1785, aged 54 rs., 9 mos. 17 days, accord

ing to his tombstone n the VanMater burying

ground.

Mary, b. March 7. 1733; m. Nov. 16, 1758, Johan

nes (son of Daniel Polhemus and Margaret Al

bertse Couwenhoven, his wife). fie was born

Oct. 28. 1788- d. March 24, 1820. His wife Mary

VanMater, d. Sept. 27. 1809. Both are interred

in Polhemus cemeter at Scobeyvillc, N. J. They

had the foilowin chi dren: Daniel, b. April 17,

1760; in. Elisabet VanMater; d. June 22, 1831.

His wife died Oct. 23, 1813, aged 49 years. Both

are interred in the Polhemus ard."

Abigail, b. May 8, 1762; in. rnelius .Suydam;

d.Jnne7, 1801, aged 39 years; buried in above

 

*The Poihemus family burying ground is on

the old homestead at Soobeyvi le, in Atlantic

township, Monmouth county, N. J . The follow

ing inscri tions were taken from the tombstones

in the fal of 1898 by Mrs. Lydia ti. S. Conover:

7Daniel J. Polhemus, d. Sept. 26, 1763, aged

5 yrs.

Margaret Couwenhoven, wife of Daniel J.

Polhemus, died June 17. 1780, aged 70 rs.

John Polhemus,son of Dainel an lvlargaret

Polhemus, d. March 24, 1820, aged 89 yrs..

Mary, his wife, (daughter of Cyreinus Van

Mator and Abigail Lefferts) d. Sept. 27, 1809,

aged 76 rs.

John olhemus Jr., son of John and Mary, d.

Nov. 26, 1814. aged 38 yrs., 4 mo.,.6 days.

Tobias Polhemus, son of Dainel and Margaret

’Polhemus, d. Aug. 24 1820. aged 82 yrs.

Mary his wife, (daugbter. of Garrett Garretse

Schanclr and Jannetje Williainse Couwenhoven)

d. July 17, 1826 aged 69 rs.

Daniel '1'. Polhemus, . Oct. 1, mas.

 

side of the turnpike. He had the following

children, viz: John, who m. M81? E., daughter

of Hon. William P. Forman, who or many years

was one of ihelay jnd es of the Monmouth coun

ty courts and who res ded in Millstone township

on the farm now owned by his son, Hon. Peter

Forman. John C. VanMater served as collector

of Atlantic township many years and died only

recently.

Benjamin, who married Ann Eliza Sherman;

William, who married Kate Stillwell, and Eliza,

who married Foster VanKirk of Mercer county.

Eliza Ann, b. June 30. 1804; m. March 9, 1824,

Hon. Thomas G. Haight of Colts Neck, and d.

about 1881. They were the parents of Hon. John

T. Haight, who was collector of Monmouth

county several years and elected clerk of the

county alter a memorable struggle at the prl

maries and ballot box. He died in oflice greatly

mourned by his numerous friends.

Cornelius. b. Dec. 18. 1807; d. young.

Jacob, b. Oct. 11, 1811; d. young.

ardéd I do not know where her husband is

uri .

Margaret, b. March ll, 1766; in. Nov. 20, 1793,

Chrineyonce Schanck of Pleasant Valley,men

tioned in a former article.

Mary, b. June 16, 1763; m. Jacob Snydain.

Cyrenins. died young.

Neeltje, died young.

John, b. July 20, 1776; d. unmarried Nov. 26,

1814, aged 88 yrs., 4 mos. 6 da s.

Eleanor. b. August 4, 1735; ap. Aug. 17, same

Catharine Couwenhoven,(his first wife, dangh

ter of Cornelius Couwenhoven and Mary Hen

drickson) d. June 20, 1797.

Sarah VanDyke, 2nd wife Daniel T.Po1hemus,d.

Feb. 7. 1857, a ed 88 yrs.

Dainel J. Po hemus, d. June 22, 1831.a

Elizabeth Van Mater, wife of Daniel . Polhe

mus. d. Oct. 28, 1813. aged 49 yrs.

Alkey VanMater (widow of Albert Polhemus

and wife of William Bennett) d. Oct. 21, 1804,

aged 651

Daine A. Polheiuus, d. Jan. 29. 1820, aged

57 yrs. Micha Clarke. his wife —— —

Abigail Suidain, V\ lie of Cornelius Suidam (and

ds ughter of John Polhem us and Mary Vanltlater)

d. June 7,1801. aged 39 rs.

Hannah Polheinus ( aughter of Daniel Pol

heinus and Margaret Couwenhoven) d. Oct. 29,

1792, aged 51 yrs.

Aukey Lefferts, d. Nov. 26 1769, aged 92 yrs.

“Mary TenEyck, his wife, .Sept. 1, 1732, aged

yrs.

Benjamin Lefferts, d. July 28. 1785. aged 62 yrs.

Mary Lefferts, d. June 28, 1800, aged 94 yrs.

72Oolonel Auke Wikoff, d. April 16, 1820. aged

yrs.

The tenant of the last grave was one of the

brave and trusted leaders of our Revolutionary

sires. He was Lient. Col. of 8rd Regt., Mon

mouth militia, and a stern, un ieiding enemy of

caste and royalty, as embodied in and perpetu

ated by the government of Great Britain. The

Wyckoffs of Monmouth county were all sterling

patriots and several of them rendered valuable

services to the people in this war.

71 yr.
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vear; in. according to marriage license dated

Nov. 14, 1758, and on flle in oflice of the secretary

ofstate at Trenton, Daniel, son of John Hen

drickson and Aunetje (Jacobse) Oouwenhoven.

Daniel was born Jul 3, 1785, and d. Nov. 17, 1809.

He and his wife are th buried in family bury

ing ground on the farm which he owned, and

which is still (1899) in ownership of his descend

ant, situated on south side of street at eastern

end of Middletown village, next to so-called

Presbyterian graveyard. This burying ground

isnear and in plain sight from the dwelling

house on this farm.

ln the above marriage license, Daniel

Hendrickson is put down as a resident of

Middlesex county. He was then holding

some clerkship at Perth Amboy, at that time

the seat of government of East Jersey.

They had the following children:

Anne, b. Feb. 14. 1761; bap. April Z-1 same year;

m. Charles DuBois, and died June 28, 1798. Her

husband was born Feb. ’:5. 1757; d. Sept. 8, 1804,

at Middletown village. Both are buried in the

above family cemetery.

Oyrenius, b. May 3, 1766; d. young.

John, b. June 18,1773; m. Nov. 27, 1798, Mary,

daughter of John Lloyd and Sarah Couwen

hoven, his wife; died in Jan. 1807, leaving one

daughter, Eleanor, and three sons, Daniel J.,

Charles J., and John Lloyd, surviving.

Anne Hendrickson and Charles DuBois,

her husband, left one daughter Eleanor and

two sons, Daniel H. DuBois and Peter

DuBois, surviving them. The two sons

both died in early manhood unmarried, and

are buried by their parents in above yard.

Eleanor DuBois, the only surviving child

aforesaid, was b. Aug. 19, 1792; m. Jan. 12,

1812, William H., son of Capt. Hendrick

Hendrickson, who owned the old Hendrick

son homestead at Holland, in Holmdel

township, and d. Sept. 25, 1879, aged 87

yrs., 1 mo., 6 days. She was the mother of

Hon. William Henry Hendrickson, one of

the honored citizens of this county, who

recently died on the old homestead at Hol

land which he owned and occupied all his

life. Daniel Hendrickson, the husband of

Eleanor VanMater and maternal great

grandfather of the late Hon. William H.

Hendrickson, made his will Aug. 4, 1809.

It was proved Dec. 29 of same year and is

on record in Monmouth surrogate’s oflice in

Book B of Wills, p. 316. In this will he

speaks of the farm on which he then lived,

and the one allotted to his son John Lloyd,

as called the “Stout farm.” He gives to

his widow Eleanor VanMater, and to Mary

Lloyd, the widow of his deceased son John,

use of all his property so long as they

remain unmarried. He charges them

with care, maintenance and education of

his three grandsons, Daniel, John

Lloyd and Charles, who he states

are now living with him. At death of the

two widows all his real estate was to be

equally divided between his said three

grandsons, sons of John Hendrickson, de

ceased. He gives legacies to Eleanor, the

daughter of his son John,and to the children

of his daughter Anne DuBois. Tylee Wil

liams, Joseph Taylor and Mary Lloyd, wid

ow of John Hendrickson, are appointed

executors. Daniel -Hendrickson, his son

John and son-in-law Charles DuBois, owned

together a tract of about 20 acres near cen

tral part of Middletown villa e, on north

side of the street. By deed ated July 3,

1804, recorded in Book O of Deeds, page

739, Monmouth clerk’s oflice, Daniel Hen

drickson conveys to his son John, certain

lands on north side of Middletown street,

and between lands of Edward Taylor and

Jacob Covenhoven’s lands. The last rem

ises were afterwards known asthe urray

homestead, and owned by George Crawford

Murray, son of William W. Murray. The

corner of Charles DuBois’ lot is called for

as one of the monuments in this deed, and

also as a monument fixing the north line of

the Middletown street. The DuBois lot was

afterwards owned by John Casler, who for

many years carried on the blacksmith busi

ness in Middletown village. His shop stood

on the 0 posite side of the street from this

lot on which his residence stood.

Daniel J. Hendrickson, the son of John

and grandson of Daniel Hendrickson, re

ceived as his share of his grandfather’s

estate, a farm at the eastern end of Middle

town village on north side of street, and

about opposite to his brother, John Lloyd

Hendrickson’s farm on the south side. It

is now in possession of the Morfords. It

passed out of the ownership of Daniel J.

Hendrickson prior to his death. He died

Dec.24,1845, aged 48 years, 11 months,

according to inscription on his tombstone in

Episcopal churchyard of Middletown vil

lage. Charles J . Hendrickson was well

known to the present (1899) generation, as

an honorable man and a good citizen. He

died only a few years ago at his residence

on his farm, lying on north side of the

street through Middletown village. For

particular details of his life see biography

and picture in Ellis’ history of Monmouth

county.

John Lloyd Hendrickson, m. Dec. 16,

1822, Adeline, daughter of George Crawford

by his second wife, Eleanor Schanck, and

d. Sept. 25, 1845, at his residence on the

homestead farm aforesaid. He left one son,

George Crawford, and one dau hter, Mary

L.,surviving him. The sondi unmarried
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on the homestead where he was born and

had always lived, Oct. 12, 1875, aged 46

yrs., 6 mo., 4 days, and is interred in family

plot on this farm. A brief but truthful

sketch of his life and character,acc0iupanied

by a steel engraving which hardly does him

justice, for he had a strong, intelligent face

with regular well marked features, can be

seen in Ellis’ history. When he passed

away he left a good name as an upright

man, considerate and charitable to the poor,

and helpful and obliging to his neighbors.

He wronged no man; but dealt truly and

fairly with all, so that no reproach rests

upon his memory, although he never made

any profession.

Altje (Alice fourth child of Cyrenius Van

Mater and A igail Lefferts. bap. Oct. 7, 1737;

m. first Albert, son of Daniel Polhemus and

Margaret Albertae Couwenhoven his wife; m.

second, William Bennett, who was then a

widower, having first married Elizabeth, daugh

. ter of Benjamin Vanhdater and Elizabeth Laue.

Altje Vanltiater d. Oct. 24, 1804. She had the

following children by her second husband, Wil

liam Bennett, viz: Elizabeth. b. June 1773; John,

b. Dec. 1774; Albert, b. July 1776; and Cyrenius,

b. Aug. 1779.

The fifth child of Cyrenius VanMater and

Abigail Lefferts was Sarah, b. Oct. 8: ba . Oct.

23, 1748; m. Dec. 8. 1767, Cornelius, son of enja

min Van Mater and Elizabeth Lane and d. Feb.

25, 1824, aged 75 yrs., 4 mo., 22 days, buried by her

husband in VanMatcr yard. Her will, reoorded

in B. of Wills, p. 386, Monmouth surrogate’s

otfice, and the names of her children, have been

heretofore given.

Chrynjans (Chrineyonce) the only son of

Cyrenius VanMater and Abigail Leflerta by

his wife Eleanor VanMater, had two chil

dren, viz:

Joseph C —-; m. Feb. 28, 1803. Catharine,. b.

daughter of ii- cousin Chrineyonce VanMater

and Huldah Holmes, his wife. She was born

Jan. 9, 1784; d. Jan. 20, 180-l. She was a bride for

only one year, and Joseph C. Vanltiater never

married again. This is the Joseph Vanlllater

about whom so many stories are told, as to the

ownershi of land. stock and negro slaves. He

was call “Big Joe VanMater” on account of

his size, and to distinguish him from others of

the same name.

Abigail, b. May 7, 1775; died in infancy.

Joseph C. VanMater lived at what is now

called the Phalanx, in Atlantic township,

and owned an extensive tract of good farm

ing land running from the vicinity of Tin

ton Falls on over to the lands owned by his

maternal grandfather, Joseph VanMater, in

the vicinity of Holmdel and Colts Neck.

He also owned nearly one hundred adult

negro slaves. Joseph C. VanMater executed

his will January 20, 1825. It was proved

before Peter C. Vanderhoef, surrogate of

Monmouth county, Dec. 31, 1832, by oaths

of Gilbert B. VanMater and Henry Van

Mater, two of the subscribing witnesses.

Daniel T. Polhemus was the third witness

to this will. It is recorded in Book Cof

Wills, pp. 300-3.

He gives to Joseph son of Holmes Van Mater,

“my silver. tankard.” To Joseph H. Holmes,

son of Dainel Holmes. $50 to buy a silver tankard.

He gives to Mary) Lloyd, Rhoda Holmes and

Eleanor Croes, all is mother’s wearing apparel,

and to Eleanor Croes a chest of drawers belong

ing to his mother, Eleanor Vanlvlater. He be

queaths to Sally Thompson $100. To John Ben

nett, son of “my uncle William Bennett,” £111)

($500). To Albert Bennett and his brother (lyre

nius Bennett each £100 ($500). To Charles and

Catharine, children of William and Mary Lloyd,

£1,400, ($7,000) to be paid to them when they

arrive at age. To Rhoda Holmes. daughter of

his uncle Chrineyonce Van Mater, £1,400 ($7,000).

To Louisa Vanltlater £1,400 ($7,000). To children

of Ben'ainin Cooper and Sarah VanMater his

wife, L400 ($7.000). To children of Rev. John

Croes, Jr., and Eleanor VanMater his wife,

£1,400 ($7.000). To Elize Jane Vanlllater £1,400

($7.000). He wills and orders that “all his black

people” be set free, both male and female. “It

is my will,” he says, ”that all those under 40

figure be regularly manumitted by my executors

fore they have their freedom, and all the black

children born free be given up to their parents.”

He adds ”It is my will if any of the black people

of my family or that have belonged to the fam

ily, become a charge upon my estate, the expense

shall be equally borne by my legatees, (except

Mr. Thompson, John. Albert and Cy renius Ben

nett). l devise to my two brothers-in-law, Jos

eph l-I. Vanlldater and Holmes Van Mater, the

farm whereon I live called the homestead farm,

also the VanBrunt farm, together with all the

remainder of my real and personal property, in

fee, to be equally divided between them.”

Joseph H. VanMater, Holmes Vaultiater and

Daniel Holmes are appointed executors to ad

minister the estate.

Joseph C. Vanhlater lived and died on

the homestead at what is now called the

Phalanx. He owned nearly 100 adult

negroes not afiected by the new law. He

speaks of them in his will as the “black

people of my family.” He never married

after losing his young bride of a year, but

lived thereamong his colored people, whom he

treated with great kindness. Like the other

VanMaters, “Big Joe” never made merchan

dise of his black people, and by his will

orders the freedom of them all, numbering

nearly 100 adults, whom he could have sold,

if so disposed. They were probably worth,

at this time in the Southern markets over

$30,000. Unlike many modern abolition

ists, who take out their views in cheap talk

or speeches “Big Joe” without any talk or

fuss, frees them all at a great pecuniary loss,

at a time when anti-slavery sentiments had

made no great headway.

A story has been current for some

two generations, among the farmers of

Holmdel and Atlantic townships, that “Big

Joe” VanMater,childless and wifeless,want

ed to own an even 100 adult slaves, but
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although he made many efforts, yet when he

reached this number, some accident or

fatality would happen, which would cut

\.'0Wll his “human chattels” to ninety and

nine. As it was, he had more than he knew

what to do with. After his death they were

all set free, as directed by his will. Many

of them by years of dependence for food,

clothing and shelter on their easy going,

good natured master, were like children,

unable to take care of themselves. Neither

were they content with a new place of

abode. They clung to their old home. It

is said that after “Big Joe’s” death the

road from what is now the Phalanx to Colts

Neck, was black with these newly freed

negroes, and they wandered back and forth,

perplexed and bewildered with the great

change. For it was hard to find another

home, where the “black people” would be

treated as part of the family, and where

there was another man, like lonely, but

good-natured and generous-hearted “Big

Joe” Vanltiater. Many of them sought

homes and shelter from Joseph H. and

Holmes Van Mater, the devisees and legatees

of the deceased. For in his will he strictly

charges them to take care of the “black

eople of my family” and “those which had

elonged to the family.” This brought

upon these two men, all the helpless and

indigent ones of this estate, as well as those

of their grandfather and father. There are

people now living, who remember Joseph

H. VanMater, when he drove over to church

at Holmdel on Sundays. Not only his

immediate family, but crowded in with the

whites, in a big carryall, would be all the

colored people who wished to go to church.

This burden of the negroes, together with

heavy legacies charged in the will of “Big

Joe” made a heavy financial load for his

devisees to carry. For the land brought in

no income except as farmed and the profits

were then small.

 

THE LONG AND INTERESTING WILL OF

JOSEPH VAN MATER.

Joseph VanMater, the fifth and youngest

son of Kreiju Jause, and Sarah Roelofse

Schanck, his wife, had the following chil

dren:

Eleanor, or Neeltje, b. Oct. 4, 1735; bap. June

20, 1738; m. her cousin Chrineyonce. son of Cyre

nlus Vanltiater and Abigail Lefferls, as already

mentioned.

Ruloff, (named for his maternal grandfather)

b. March 2, 1738, bap. April 23 ensuing; m. Cath

arine Kearne , then the widow of Jose h Van

Mater, as set orth in a former article. he was

the daughter of James Kearney of Chinqneroras,

as the region about Key port was then called.

Ruloff Vanitiater d. Dec. 10, 1817, aged 79 yrs. 9

mo., 8 da.vs,according to inscription on his tomb

stone in VanMater yard. His wife is interred by

his side, and her headstone informs us, she died

May 10,1807. aged 54 yrs., 9 mo.. 20 days. The

above couple had only two children, both daugh

ters, viz: Sarah, who married Benjamin Cooper,

and Eleanor, who was married Oct. 13, 1812 to

Rev. John Croes, Jr., by Ekv. John Croes, §r.,

then rector of Christ church at New Brunswick,

N. J. In Book I of Deeds p. 214 Monmouth clerk's

oflice, is record of a deed dated July 28, 1787,

consideration £820 4-5 current money of New

York. from Catharine Vanltiater, wife of Ruloff

Vanltiater. Jacob Tice, and Anna his wife. James

Holmes, and Margaret his wife, Henry Chappe,

r id Sarah his wife, legalees of James Kearney,

late of Middletown township, to Rulotf Van

Mater. They quit claim and convey to him four

fifths ofa tract of land in Middletown township,

lying at a place called Brown’s Point, beginning

at the very point, thence up Matawan Creek 32

chains to Whingson Creek, etc. After particular

description by chains and links, comes this

general dgaription. A tract of 520% acres

bounded northeaaterly by the Bay,uorthwesterly

by Matawan Creek, and Wingson Creek, easterly

by Luparticoug Creek and brook and southerly

by lands lately the property of James Kearney.

deceased. The witnesses are Gilbert VanMater,

Joseph Throckrnorton and Oyrenius VanMater

(miller). The conveyance by a wife directly to

her husband, as in this deed, is considered ill al

and void by the artificial rules of law. e

courts have solemnly adjndged that a man and

wife are one person in law, and therefore can

not make a contract with each other. This, too,

in face of the experience of mankind that the

marital relation is formed and continued by

mutual agreement or contract to give and take,

to bear and forbear.

The third child of Joseph Vaullilater and Sarah

Roelofse Schanck, Cyrenius was b. Aug. 1740;

bap. Sept. Z1, following,and . Dec. Z3, 1745, aged

5 rs., 5 mo., according to his tombstone in Van-

ater cemetery.

. Catharine, h. March 15, 1743, bap. May 6 follow

ing and d. unmarried Aug. 27, 1763, aged 20 yrs.,

5 mo., 12 days, as we are nformed by her head

stone in family burying ground.

Chrineyonce, b. Jan. 23, 1747; m. about 1772

Huldah, daughter of Obadiah Holmes and Cath

arine Remsen, his wife, and d. March 24, 1803,

aged 56 yrs., 2 mo., 1 day, as stated on his head

s ne

Cyrenius, b. Dec. 23 1750; d. in infancy.

Only three of the above six children survived

to grow up and marry, viz: Eleanor, Ruloff and

Chrineyonce. These are the three mentioned in

the will of Black Boeloif Schsnck, as the three

children of his daughter, Sarah VanMater.
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Joseph VanMater. (he father of the above

children, lived on and farmed the old home

stead, where Kreijn Janse first settled. The

family graveyard is on these premises. and re

served forever for that purpose, by the will of

this Jose h VanMater. The following is a true

copy oft e will ofJoseph Van Mater and codicil,

as same are recorded in the oflice ofthe surrogate

of Monmouth county:

JOSEPH van iiiA'rEa’s WILL.

In the name of God, Amen; I Joseph Van

mater of the township of Middletown, in the

county of Monmouth and State of New Jersey,

bein of a sound disposing mind and memory,

than s be given to Almighty God, therefore duly

considering the mortality of my body, and know

ing it is appointed for man once to die, do make

and ordain this my last Will and Testament, in

manner and form following, that is to say, grin

cipally and first of all, I giveand recommen my

soul into the hands of God, &c., and as for my

body I recommend it to the earth, to be buried

in a christian like and decent manner at the dis

cretion of my executors hereinafter named, &c.,

and as touching such worldly estate wherewith

it hath leased God to bless me with in this life,

I give, evise and dispose of the same in manner

and form followin :—My mind and will is, and I

do hereby order l m just debts and uneral

charges to be well an truly paid, in some con

venient time after my decease by my executors

herinafter named.

SBCONDLY.—I give and devise to m beloved

son Rulotl’ Vanmater, all that piece or ot of land

and meadow beginning at a small butteuwood

saplin marked on three sides, on the south side

of Hop brook in the line that part me, the said

Joseph Vanmater from my son Ruloff; thence

northerly across the meadow along said Rulofl”s

line till t comes to a ditch, on the north side of

said meadow; thence easterly down the ditch to

a small oak saplin marked on three sides, stand

ing on the bank of said ditch; thence southerly

across the meadow, as the fence now stands, on

the westerly side of a road. to the mouth of a

gully on the southerly side of Hop brook; thence

up said gully untill it comes o posite the middle

o the bank, thence westerly a ong the middle of

the bank to said Ruloff Vanmater’s line; thence

to the b inning; also I give and devise to my

son Rulo Vanmater, all that tract of land called

the Barren lands, which was taken up between

me the said Joseph Vanmater and Benjamin

Vanmater, also one certain piece or lot of salt

meadow lying on Shrewsbury River, which I

bought with the lantation I urchased of Jos

eph Holmes, as so one equal alf of my upland

or stacking lace at Little Neck, also all that

tract or lot o land which I the said Joseph Van

mater bou ht of Joseph Holmes, adjoining land

formerly eler Tilton, Also that small lott of

land lyin to the Northward of my farm and said

Ruloii's arm next to Obadiah Holmes, Begin

ning at a poplar tree standing in the line be

tween me and my son Ruloff, marked on two

sides with the letter (R), on the east side from

thence, easterly about ten paces to a small run

of water, thence northerly down that stream

until it comes to Hop brook, thence westerly up

said brook, untill it comes to said Ruloff’s line,

thence along his line to the beginning, I also

give unto my son Ruloff, my ne ro man Hercu

lus, my negro woman Deon an her two boys

named Cesar and Jersey, and my negro woman

Dine, also one silver tankard and six silver

spoons now in his possession, as also the one

half of my wearing apparell, I also give unto my

son Ruloff the one equal half of my farming

utensils, as also the one equal half or my stock

of creatures of all kinds, I also give unto my son

Ruloff the fruit of the westerly half of

my orchard four years after my de

cease, from the first of September untill

the middle of November yearly. I also

son Rulofl the sum of Five hun

rocklamation, to be paid to my

as shall be herein alter ordered

and directed- all which devises or gifts are to

my son Rulofi' his heirs and assigns forever.

Taiar)LY.—I give and bequeath unto my son

Crineyonce Vanmater his heirs and assigns for

ever, these following tracts of lands (to wit) all

my farm or plantation whereon I now live, call

ed my homestead farm, except such parts thereof

as are devised to my son Ruloff, also all that lot

of land whereon William Arnold lately lived.

beginning at a tree marked (L M.) as may ap

pear by a deed of sale under the hand and seal

ofJohn Taylor, formerly high sheriff, also I give

unto my son Chrineyonce one certain lott or

piece of salt meadow lying at Shrewsbury River,

which I bought of Thomas Shepherd as also the

one equal half of my upland or stacking place at

Little Neck, as also the residue or remainder of

my lands wheresoever the same may lay not

herein disposed off; also I give unto my son

Crineyonce one silver Tankard and six silver

spoons now in my possession, as also my ne o

man Tom, and my negro woman Hagar, and er

two sons Sam and Robbin and all the remainder

of my negroes, that shall not be herein otherwise

disposed of, I also give unto my son Crine once

the one equal half of my wearing apparrel , also

the bne equal half of my farmin utensils, to

gether with the one equal half o my stock of

creatures of all kinds; all heretofore of my real

and personal estate and what may hereafter be

given him, m said son Crineyonce, shall be sub

ject to the fol owing conditions (to wit), that my

son Crineyonce do ay my son Rulofl‘s legacy of

flve hundred poungs, procklamation, two years

after m decease, and also pay unto my dayghter

Nelly, t e sum oi five hundred pounds prockla

mation one year after my decease, both of which

legacies to my son Rulofl and to my only daugh

ter Nelley is to be paid b my son brineyonce in

gold or si ver, allowing dollars in payment of

the above legacies at seven shillings and six

pence each, they being of full weight; and if it

should so happen that my son Crineyonce should

bring in any account against my estate afler my

decease, then and in such case I do hereby order,

the amount of such account to be taken out of

that art of my estate herein devised to my said

son Lrineyonce, and in vase any law of this

State orof the l/riiml States or any liripedintenc

w/tlltt-il8l', should prmienl my son (.''l'i'ney0nce

Vamn.atm'.fr<n'n Iwlding or eitjoyii'g the u,fm'e

said rlevises or gifts then it 1' s my will and I do

give amt llevise all the lands and inozwaoles to

him rlevise<l, lo I-hr’. t‘hlldren of my said son

Cririeryunce Va nmaler, to oe tllviided by him in

such mwportion among his ChtlLlrr’1t, as he my

said son thinks propper, under the same restric

tion as it is given and devised to my said son

which devises or gifts is to them and each of

them, their heirs and assigns forever, rovided

he my said son cannot hold and injoy t e same,

nor enter into the peacable possession thereof at

any time before the children shall arrive to the

age of twenty one. then the gifts and devises to

remain good to the children, their heirs and

assi ns forever; but in case my sou Crineyonce

can old and enjoy the same at an time before

the children arrives to the age o twenty-one,

and no Iuw to ])'l'r°l’r')t( him from the Stlfl't’, then

its my will that every of the devises and bequests

given to my son Crineyonce, remain good to him

his heirs and assigns forever.

ive unto my

red pounds

said son Rulo
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my last Will and Testament, ratifying this and

no other.

In Witness Whereof I the said Joseph Van

mater have hereto set my hand and seal this

twenty fifth day of September in the year of our

Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety.

Signed sealed published, pronounced and declar.

ed by the said Joseph Vanmater to be his last

Will and testament in presence oil'

JOSEPH VANMATER (L. S.)

Cvusmus B. VANMATEB,

BARNES SMocx,

WILLIAM VANMATER.

Be it known unto all men by these presents,

that I, Jose h Vanmater of Middletown in the

County of onmonth and State of New Jersey

Yoeman, have made and declared this my last

will and Testament in writing, bearing date the

Twenty fifth day of September in the year of our

Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety, I

the said Joseph Vanmater do by these presents

contained in this Codicil, conilrin and ratify my

said will only.that part I intend to alter, I give

and bequeath unto my son Buloff the sum of

Five hundred pounds now in his possession, in

lien of a legacy of the five hundred sounds,

ordered to be paid him my said son Bulo by my

son Crineyonce. I give unto my said son

Orineyonce all my farming utensils, and stock

ofcreatures of all inds.

THIR.DLY.—I give unto my only daughter

Nelley VanMater, all my noats bills bonds and

cash, except the five hundred pounds iven to

my son Rulofl. all which devises and gi are to

them and each of them, and to each of their

heirs and assigns, And whereas Hendrick Hen

drickson Esq is nominated and appointed an

executor in my last Will and Testament, I do

hereby make null and void all his power as an

executor to my last will and Testament, on any

pretense whatever. And m will and meanin

is that this Codicil or sccdu e be esteemed lD<

adjndged to be part and parcelI of my said will

and Testament, and all things contained and

inentioued therein be faithfully performed, in as

full and ample manner in every respect as if the

sailiiie were so declared and set down in my said

wi .

In witness whereof, I the said Joseph Van

mater have herennto set my hand and seal the

Seventeenth day of July in the year of our Lord

one thousand seven hundred and ninety two.

Sealed and delivered in presence of

JOSEPH VANMATER (L. S.)

DANIEL SCBENCK,

Josaruhifssliiarsu,

15

Jouu X WoLl.EY,

mark

Probated in Monmouth County Snrrogate's

Ofiice January 20, 1821, and recorded in Book B

of Wills, page 221, etc.

Joseph Van Mater and Sarah Schanck,

his wife, were both members of the First

Dutch Church of Monmouth, and were par

ticular to have all their children baptised,

as records of the church now show. They

were very regular and punctual in perform

ance of all church duties. Their descend

 

l'rEM.—I give unto my daughter Nellie Van

mater and to her heirs and a.ssi§ns,all my house

hold iurniture not heretofore isposed off, also

all my linen cut u or not cut up, also one silver

tankard and six si ver spoons now in her posses

sion, as also my negro woman called Roseatt

and the said Roseatt's female children, and all

her andcbildren, I also give unto my only

dang ter Nellie, the sum of Fivehundred pounds

procklamation money, to be paid her one year

after my decease, by my said son Crineyonce as

above en 'oyned him; I also give unto my three

children uloff, Nelley and Chrineyonce, all my

bonds, bills, noats and hook debts and all other

of my moveable or personal estate, n.ot. herein

already disposed off, tobe equally divided be

tween them or esch of their respective heirs or

assigns; but if my son Crineyonce cannot hold

and enjoy his bequests or gifts by me.ans of any

himlrance whateiier, then it is my will and.1 do

give the same to the children of m son Criney

once, to be di osed oi!' by him to h s children as

before direct , to them their heirs andassigns

forever; Also it is my Will and I do allott and

set apart and give one r'h.ai'n square of laml

where there is now our family/s burying place,

to renmm forever .f0r'¢he family of the Van

'Hill!-P'l'.\i ta bury their dead mu! for no other uso

whatever.

And Lastly, I do hereb

and apoint my only dau .

my son Ruloff Vanmater, endrick Hendrickson,

Esq., and William Crawford,‘ Executors of this

nominate constitute

tor Nelly Vanmstsr,

‘William Crawford, one of the executors nam

ed in Joseph VanMater’s will, was the paternal

andfather of the late James G. Crawford of

olmdel township, who was the father of Ann.

who married Joseph H. Holmes, as mentioned

hereafter.

William Crawford was a.son of George Craw

ford and is named in his will proba-ted at .Pertn

Amboy May 10, 1745, and now on record in the

Secretary of State's oflice at Trenton.

The above testator was not the son of John

Crawford. the pioneer settler of this name, as

has been heretofore supposed. This fact is es

tablished beyond any doubt. by a deed. dated

Feb. 29. I723. from George Crawford to Nicholas

Stillwell. conveying six acres, and recorded in

Book H of Deeds. page 86 Monmouth county

clerk’s oflice. It is stated in this deed that this

six acres is apart of atract granted to John

Crawford, Ilu» granzlfather of said {I7''l1LZ01', by

patent dated Dec. 3, I687, from the Proprietors.

This patent is recorded in Book B, page 211, in

office of the Secretary ofState of New Jersey. .

In Book A of Deeds, e36. Monmouth clerks

ofilce, is record ofa deed ated Aug 3. 1691- from

John Crafford, Sr.. to John Craflord, Jr., convey

ing in consideration of fatherly affection, 280

acres ofland in the township of Middletown.

The name Crawford is spelled in Books A, B,

and C of Deeds, Monmouth clerk's otfice, Craf

ford. Crawfford, and other ways. This John

Crawford, Jr., is named as a grand juryman in

year 1693 in the minutes of the Monmouth

courts. This would show he was then st least

21 years of age.

In Book O of Deeds, pages 111-12 is record ofa

deed dated May 8 1691, from Sadler to Jobs.

John Crawford and George Crawford appear as

subscribing witnesses to its execution. They.

together with Gideon Crawford. were sons of

John Crawford, Sr., the pioneer settler. This

George is said to have migrated to and settled in

one of the southern counties of New Jersey, or

in one of the eastern counties of Pennsylvania.

The John Crawford, Jr.,to whom the real es

tate was conveyed by his father, according to

tradition. married the daughter of Henry or

Moses Lippet, and besides his eldest son George,

had Richard. William, Samuel, John and An

drew. Several of these sons removed to other

parts of New Jersey and Pennsylvania and there

settled, according to family traditions.
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ants have very generally followed their

example down to this day. A number of

the deacons and elders will be found among

the different generations of this branch of

the VanMater family.

This line too, have been noted for their

modest, unobtrusive manners, courteous ad

dress and peaceable dispositions.

They have avoided strife and litigation,

and made very little business for our courts

and lawyers. Neither have they pushed

themselves forward for oflices, honors and

other political emoluments,but have pursued

the honored and uiet occupation of farmers

and asked favors rom no man.

To this branch of the VanMaters our

county is largely indebted for the blooded

stock of race horses, for which Monmouth

became celebrated during the first half of

the present century. The VanMaters of the

older generations were born lovers of thor

oughbred horses. They seemed to possess

an intuitive judgment about the ood or bad

qualities of a horse. They ha a natural

talent or ability to manage and train these

animals so as to develop their best qualities.

Their introduction of blooded and thorough

bred stock and succemful training of race

horses like “Monmouth—Eclipse,” “Horn

blower,” and others, whose names and

pictures at one time were all over the United

States, led many of the Monmouth farmers

to engage in the business of raising blooded

horses for sale or racing. Customers for

blooded stock, and sporting or racing men

came to Monmouth from all over the country,

for no place at one time stood higher than

Monmouth county for good horses.

Fifty years ago it was a very common

remark for strangers visiting Monmouth

county to make, that the people here

“thought nothing and talked of nothing but

trotting horses, races, and horse trading.”

Chrineyonce VanMater and Huldah

Holmes, his wife, their children and some

of their descendants are as follows:

Sarah, b. March 17, 1773, d. unmarried Jan. 4,

1819.

Joseph H., b. Nov. 13, 1775; m. Sept. %.1808,

Anne. the only child of Aaron (Arie) Vanltiater

and Mary Albertse Polhemus, his wife- d. Oct. 10,

1860. and isburied in yard ot“'Old White Meet

ing House,” which lies on north side of road

from Holmdel village to Middletown, a little

distant northeast from residence of Dr. Henry

G. Cook. This is the“Joe H. Vanmater,” famous

in his da for thoroughbred and fast race horses.

At one t me his name was one to conjure with

among the people of this county. He was a tail,

well proportioned man, affable and courteous

in his manners and ver liberal and generous in

his disposition. He an his brother Holmes are

the devisees in the will of their brother-in-law

and cousin “Big Joe” Vanlviater. These lands,

together with what came to thein from their

grandfather, Joseph VanMater, and their father

Chrineyonce, made them the owners of one of

the most extensive tracts of good farming lands,

which could be found in Monmouth count . It

extended almost continuously from Ho mdel

village over to Tinton Falls.

Catharine, b. Jan, 9. 1784; m. Feb 28, I808, Jos

eph C. VanMat.er (Bi Joe as called) already

mentioned. She died an. 26, 1804, childless and

a bride of less than a year.

Mary, b. Se t. 13, 1766; m. William Llo d; d.

Feb. 10,1889, eaving two children, Char es S.

Lloyd, b. 1813, m. Emma, dau hter of John W.

Holmes, and Deborah, his wi e. d. Feb. 18. 1881.

He was a well known citizen and a leadin farm

er in Holmdel township. His sister, Cat iarine

Lloyd, m. Aaron, son of Hendrick Longstreet

and Mary Holmes, his wife.

Holmes, b. Aug. 20, 1789- m. Micha, daughter

of Gilbert VanMater and Margaret Sprsgue

(widow Rapelje) his wife, of Long Island. he

was born Aug. 21, 1795. Holmes Vautlater is

interred by his brother, Joseph H., in yard of

“White Meeting House.”

Rhoda, b. Feb. 14, 1792; m.Nov. 15,1818, Daniel,

son ofJohn S. Holmes. John S. Holmes d. Aug.

15, 1821, on the farm he owned in Pleasant Val

ley and the same farm on which his grandson,

Joseph H. Holmes lived and died. He is buried

in family burying ground on this farm. Daniel,

his son, was born Dec. 27, 179'Z—lived, died and

was buried on this farm.

Schauck, b. June 1795; d. single June 20, 1812.

Daniel Holmes was elected sherifl of Mon

mouth count in 1828, and a member of the

council of ew Jersey in 1832. He was a

very popular and influential man in the

Democratic party of that time. A likeness

of him and his son Joseph H. with bio-

graphical sketches appear in Ellis’ History

of Monmouth county. Rhoda VanMater,

his wife, died June 20, 1838.

Only one son of Daniel Holmes and Rhoda

VanMater,his wife, lived to grow up. This

was Joseph H. Holmes, born July 28, 1824;

married September 19, 1848, Ann, daughter

of James G. Crawford of Crawford’s Corner

in Holmdel township; died November 28,

1892, and is buried on the homestead. His

wife, Ann Crawford, was born September 1,

1821, and died June 6, 1894.

Joseph H. VanMater and Ann VanMater,

his wife, had the following children, all

born on the original VanMater homestead,

now occupied by William Jones:—

Huldah Holmes, b. Sept. 14. 1810; d. Feb. 1812.

Huldah Holmes, b. Oct. 15, 1812; d. single Feb.

27, 1868.

Aaron 8., b. Aug. 17 1814; m. Sept. 28,1843,Ann,

dau hter of Peter R. émock and Catharine Hen

dric son, his wife.

William C., b. Oct. 20, 1816; d. Feb. 4, 1817.

William P. b. March 6, 1818; d. 1822.

Joseph 0., l». Nov. 1s. 1821; <1. 1822.

Mary Polhemus, b. Feb. 14, 1822. and is still

(1899) living. Mary Polhemus Vanltfater has

always been active in church work,and for many

years taught a class of girls in the Holmdel

Dutch Reformed church. Many matrons now

residing in Holmdel township are indebted to

Miss Mary Vault/later, not only for religious
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instruction, but the example of her gentle and

reilned manners has exerted a good influence.

Eliza Ann, b. Jan. 9, 1824; d. June 80, 1840.

Josegh 1., b. July 20, 1825; m. Eliza M., daugh

ter of aniel Ayres of Brooklyn Heights, L. I.

Joseph I. VanMater, like many others of

this branch, has been a zealous member of

the Holmdel Dutch church, serving both as

deacon and elder.

Holmes VanMater owned and resided at

one time on one of the best farms in Mon

mouth county. At least it was so con

sidered, and was known as the Academy

farm. It embraced more land than it does

now. By Micha VanMater, his wife, he

had the following children:—

Jose h H., b. Nov. 23, 1818; m. Margaret.dau h

ter of aul Rapelje and Catharine VanMater, is

wife, (daughter of Gilbert VanMaler and Marga

ret Sprague, his wife.)

This Joseph H. VanMater owned and resided

on the farm now occupied b_y Edward Smith on

the south side of the turnpike from Freehold to

En lishtown, about three-quarters ofu mile east

ft e latter place. He was u quiet, but pleasant

and .obliging man. His old neighbors in this

viciinty still cherish his memory, and s eak of

him as a kindly neighbor and a good an chari

table man. He died May 13. i874.

Gilbert H., b. June 12, 1820; m. Sarah, daughter

of John W. Holmes and Deborah, his wife.

Gilbert H.VanMater, too,was a faithful adherent

to the church of his fathers, and in his unob

trusive and modest way tried to live a

Christin life. He removed a number of

years o from Monmouth county to a

plantation in the state of Virginia, where he is

still (189) living and highly respected for his

gentlemanly manners and honorable conduct.

rior to the Civil War he operated n large rist

mill, known as the VanMater, or Red Mil s. at

Holmdel. The pond covered the meadow which

lies in front of the Dr. Cook property, while the

dam was where the public road crosses this

meadow and the stream. The road then was

laid over this dam and a bridge spanned the

flood gates. These mills accidentally caught fire

and were entirely destroyed. They were at the

time full of wheat and other rain and wholly

ilhnigalured. It entailed a heavy oas on Mr. Van

a r.

Catharine, b. I-'eh. 2, 1822- m. Jesse A. Dennis.

They were the parents of Holmes Van Mater

Dennis, who now owns and resides on the Smock

farm, near East Freehold.

.Daniel H., b. Feb. 25, 1824, m. Frances L. Den

nis.

Daniel H. VnnMater represented Monmouth

county in the New Jersey Assembl in 1869 70.

He now resides on his farm which lies just west

of Marlboro village. Like his forefathers he is n

staunch and thorough supporter ofthe old Dutch

church, when-iu he has served as deacon and

elder. Hon. Daniel H. Vanliiuter has one son

and three daughters.

William H., b. Nov. 5, 1828; d. young.

Augustus, b. June 28, 1880; m. M. E. Rappllje.

Margaret, b. Oct. 15, 1882.

Charles 8., b. April 20. 1835; m. Anne Kirby.

Huldah. b. April 17, 1837.

Joseph H. Vau.\iater and Margaret Rap

pelje, his wife, had the following children:

Elizabeth, b. Sept. 18-ll; m. a Mr. Goraelln of

Long Island.

Catharine, b. Aug. 19. 1843; in. W. O. Inilerts.

Holmes, h. July 7.0. 1845.

Jacob, b. Feb. 17. I847.

Paul. b. Aug. B, 1849; m. Lou Kirby of Imlays

town, N. J.

John Henry D.. b. July 11, 1851; in. Eliza,

dau hter of Daniel P. Schenck and Mary Cono

ver, is second wife, and now (I899) owns and

resides on theold VanCleeffarm near Wlckaiunk

station. in Marlboro township.

Joseph H., b. Au . 27. 1852; m. a Miss Johnson

ofS tswood. Mid lesex county.

Gi bert and Augustus. twins, b. March 5, 1855.

Gilbert d. oung.

Gilbert, . Oct. 20, 1858.

Margaret, b. July 6. 1860; m. ex-Sheriff Fick of

New Brunswick, N. J.

William, b. May 16, 1867.

 

THE HULSES OR HUSEHARTS or MONMOUTH

AND OCEAN COUNTIES. '

The men and women bearing above names

are very numerous in Monmouth and Ocean

counties. They are all descendants of “Ben

jamin Holsaert” and “Annetie Luyster” his

wifeastheir names are spelled on the records

of the Dutch church of Monmouth, where

they became communicants in 1717.

A writer on the early migratiom of the

Dutch from Long Island to Somerset county,

N. J., sa s that Benjamin Holsaert settled

there. his is a mistake, originating from

the fact that the people of Kings county, L

I., in those times s oke of their relatives

and friends who ha migrated to New Jer

sey as “gone to the Raritans.”

The territory south of Raritan Bay as well

as that throu h which the Rarilan river

flows went wit them under this one name.

In this generation Raritsn is the name of

one locality in Somerset and one township

in Monmouth. Sloops carried the early

settlers with their goods and stock from the

Brooklyn shore of the East river, down the

upper bay, through the Narrows into Rari

tan Bay, until they reached the south end

of Staten Island; here the settlers going to

Middlesex or Somerset counties sailed up

the Raritan river, while those coming to

Monmouth continued on the same course

landing up Mstawan or Wsycake creeks.
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In the family records kept in some of the

old homteads in Kings county, they were

often put down as removed to the “Rare

tons.” Modern writers on family genealo

gies have seen these entries, and jumped at

the conclusion that “Raritan” was the same

region or place it is now. Some ersons

who settled in Monmouth, like errick

Barkalow and Benjamin Holsaert, are said

tohave settled along the Raritan river in

Somerset county.

An agreement and deed recorded in Book E

ofdeeds, p. 340, etc. Monmouth clerk’soflice,

shows beyond any doubt, that Benjamin

Hulse, (to us the modern name), first set

tled in Monmouth. A Mark Salem and

Cornelius Salem of Freehold township pur

chased together a tract of 230 acres in same

township (now Marlboro), generally de

scribed in said deed as bounded “E. by

'Hopp Brook’ W. by Gravel Brook, N. by

Thomas Hart's land and S. by unappropri

ated lands.” Cornelius Salem by deed

dated June -5th, 1718, conveyed his individ

ual half of said tract to “Benjamin Hols

aert,” described in said deed as a cordwainer

by trade, and a resident of New Utrecht,

Kings county, L. I. B this agreement

said tract is equally divi ed, the souther

moet half to be the separate property of

Holsaert, and the northermost half to belong

to Mark Salem.

This name has been spelled in several dif

ferent ways. Persons who write their names

to-day “Hulse” had parents who wrote the

name “Hulshart.” Among the many mar

riages of this family recorded in Books A

and B of marriages in our county clerk’s

oflice, the following have been selected to

show this fact:

The last couple were the parents of John

W. Hulse, Fsq., one of the justices of the

peace of the township and police 'ustice of

the town of Freehold. Justice nlse has

abbreviated his name to the first syllable of

his father’s surname, and many others have

done the same. John W. Hulse enlisted

as a private when a lad of eighteen years,

and served as a Union soldier until the close

of the civil war. He has served one term

asjustice of Freehold township, and gave

such satisfaction by his fair and impartial

decisions that he was elected to his second

term without opposition. In his physical

appearance he is a fair type of the old gen

erations of this family and also seems to

have their usual mental traits. For the

Hulsharts have ever been a plain and un

pretentious people, without those meddle

some propensities, overweening self-conceit

and insatiable curiosity which make the de

scendants of certain peo le,such unmitigated

nuisances to their nergh rs. Justice Hulse

has in his possession a letter dated August

16, 1830, written and signed by “John

Holsart” as he spells his name, who is also

one of this family.

It is addressed to “John Barcalow,” then

overseer of the poor of Freehold township,

and the grandfather of Wicoff Barkalow, the

resent overseer of the poor of this township.

e signs himself in this letter as a justice of

the peace of Middletown township. The

letter is well written and words correctly

spelled. This man lived and died on his

farm which lay about a mile west of Colts

Neck. This part of Middletown was taken

ofl' when Atlantic township was formed. He

married Mary, daughter of Tobias Polhemus
 

Samuel Hulshart to Mary Emmons, August

11, 179$.

Tunis Hnlshart to Margaret Covenhoven, Jan

uary 5, 1797.

John Hnlse, son of William, to Elizabeth Har

vey, daughter of William Harvey, June 15, 1805.

William Hulse was married to Sarah Forman,

A ril 18. 1799, by Rev. John Woodhull, D.D.

ra Havens was married to Mahala Hulse,

both of Howell township, May 3, 1814, by John

Cooper. V. D. M.

Hendrick Hulst,* widower, was married to

Margaret Yetman, widow, by Rev. Benjamin

DnBois.

Sidney Hulshart was married to Ann Bennett,

both of Freehold township, Feb. 24, 1820.

Thomas Hulshart was married to Anndoshe

Hulahart April 23. 1824, by John D. Barkalow,

elder of the Independent Methodist church.

Wfitesrggen Hulshart to Jane Matthews, Dec.

, 1 .

Joseph G. Hulshart, Esq.. was married January

19,1832, to A nes M. Ely Bennett, by John D.

Barkalow, el er, etc.

“'Our county records show that this name was

sometimes spelled Hulst and Hulz. The follow

ing entry from minutes No. 6 of Monmouth Ses

sions, 1775-1788. shows one of these ways:

oc-roasa -rr~.-ass, 1778.

Before

John Longstreet, Bq.,

Joseph Lawrence, Esq.,

Peter Forman, Esq.,

Denise Denise, Esq.,

Jndges.

John Hulst, Appellant, ads. The State.

Appeal from a Militia fine, £18.15 under the sub

stitntion.

It appearin that the Appellant when called.

was em loye at a salt works which bolls at least

1000 gal one of salt water for the purpose of mak

ing salt. and as Ihe Legislature of the State of

New Jerse passed an act the 11th day of Decem

ber. 1777, or the exempting one man from Mili

tary Duty for every 500 gallons of salt water boll

ed as aforesaid, and a substitute hired in his

stead. Ordered that said fine of eighteen pounds

and‘ fifteen shillings be remitted and entirely set

asi e.”



  

JOHN “.. HULSE \\'lCOFF B.-\RI\'.1\I.()\\",

Justice of the Peace of Frcehold Township Overseer of the Poor of Freehold Township,

. ' - N. J.
l\. l

  

JOHN R. r.0NGS'l'REET, M-.-\RY' Mllikbl

Wife of john R. Longnreet. and Grand

daughter of Gnrn-t Cr-nnvz r and Alice

T0wnship, Monmouth County, N. J. Hendrickson. his wife.

Son of Gilbert Lonzstreet, of Upper Freehold





EARLY DUTCH SETTLE/BS OF 1lIONi’lIOUTH. 93

 

of Upper Freehold township, and was one of

our soldiers in the Revolutionary war, and

was with Col. Asher Holmes at the battle of

Germantown. He died December 6, 1846,

aged 87 years, 6 months, 27 days, according

to the’ inscription on his tombstone in yard

of Marlboro Brick church.

Polhemus, died February 13, 1851, aged 84

years, 10 months, 3 days. Their unmarried

daughter, “Maria 1’. Holsairt,” as name is

spelled on headstone, is interred by them.

She was born December 24, 1792, and died

August 12, 1883.

John Holsart’s willis recorded in Book E

of Wills, page 173, Monmouth Siirrogate’s

oflice. He gives his wife Mar and his

daughter Maria, full possession 0 his lands,

stock and household goodsas long as they

live together and his widow remains unmar

ried. All his weaving apparatus he gives to

his son-in-law, Elias Sickles, his watch to

his grandson, John Holsart Sickles, but if

he dies under a e, then to his brother,

DeWittSickles. e directs 150 acres to be

run off so as to take in all the buildings on

his homestead farm and devises it in fee to

his daughter Mariah. The remainder of his

lands is to be equally divided between his

daughter Mariah and his daughter Hannah,

wife of Elias Sickles. He provides for his

colored man Jack and orders that he shall be

maintained on the homestead out of his

estate. His daughter Mariah and “trusty

friend” John Statesir, are appointed execu

tors. Henry D. Polhemus, J. M. Harts

horne, and R. S. Hendrickson are the wit

nesses. The will is dated June 27, 1838,

and proved January 27, 1847.

’Squire Holsart had another daughter, not

named in this will, Eleanor. She married

Daniel, son of Daniel Barkalow and Annetje

Luyster. his wife, and they removed to and

settled in Western New York or Ohio.

Elias Sickles, who married Hannah Hols

art, and named in above will, resided near the

village of Marlboro and was a deacon in 1830

and elder in 1844 of the Dutch church. He

isadescendant of the “VanSiclin” or “Van

Sikkele,” family who settled in the vicinity

His wife, Mary '

of Gravesend, L. I. The name on the old

records of Monmouth Dutch church is spell

ed in the latter way; see page 87 of Well’s

Memorial Address at Brick church.

Elias Sickles by Hannah Holsart, his wife,

had eight children. One of his daughters,

Willempe, married Peter Antonides, who

has always lived and carried on a blacksmith

business at East Freehold,where his father,

Peter Antonides,T and grandfather, John

t.*,\nt.onides, also lived and carried on same

usiness.

He was born November 12, 1818, and was

a son of Peter Antonides and Mary Lloyd,

his wife. She was a daughter of David

Lloyd. Mr. Peter Antonides, although now

over four score years, is as straight and erect

as a flag stafl', supple and quick and able to

shoe a horse and do other blacksmith work

as well as any young.man in this. county.

One of his uncles, Vincent, or Vincentius

Antonides, removed to and settled in Ohio

during the early t of this century. It is

said he has raise a large family there.

The grandson, John H. Sickles, named in

Squire Holsart’s will,and to whom the watch

is given, is still living. He was a Union

soldier in the war of the rebellion and very

strong in his devotion to the .Union cause,

hating rebels or rebel sympathizers with all

his heart. .He is still a bachelor, for like a

celebrated Judge .of Monmouth county used

to remark, he believes a “man is never satis

fied until he gets as.bad ofl as possible, as is

the case when married.” So he has escaped

the marriage noose and r8.]0lC88 in single

blessedness. He is Dutch clear through on

both sides, and sometimes remarks, that not

E drktl.-p of mongrel or English blood beats in

is eart.

The Hulsharts have generally followed

agricultural or kindred pursuits and have

been as a rule good citizens.

 

-I-Peter Antonldss ls buried in old graveyard

near East Freehold, called erroneously the

Wyckofl burying around. His tombstone states

he died Dec. 6, 1828, aged 58 yrs. 5 in. 16 d. Mary

Ifioydifihés wife, died March 8, 1836, 9-Bed 56 yrs.

I'll. .



THE AUMACKS OR AUMOCKS OF MONMOUTH

AND OCEAN COUNTIES.

The name of “Tennis Amak” and Lena

Laen (Lane), his wife, appear as members

of the Monmouth Dutch church in 1723,

while his brother, “Stephen Aumack” and

Jannetie Janse, his wife, are entered on the

church records five years later.*

Abraham EmausT (Emmons), a resident

of Freehold township, conveys to Hendrick

Hendrickson and Ja ues Denys (Denise) of

New Utrecht, L. I., y deed dated May 1,

1719, ninety-six and a half acres of land in

Freehold township, bounded east by Bartlet

Brook, west by lands of Thomas Cooper,

south by lands of Samuel Dennis and north

by lands formerly William Scott’s. This

tract is described as beginning at William

Layton’s, formerly John Scott’s corner.1

The grantor and rantees named in this

deed, all join in a eed dated May 5, 1730,

couveyingthis same land to Stephen Aumack.

Emans 'oins in order to cure a defect in the

former eed. “Thenny Amack” and “Peter

Jansen,” as they spell their names, are wit

nesses to this second deed.§ Solomon

Deboogh (Debow) by deed dated March 11,

1739, conveys a tract of .100 acres in Free

hold township to “Thenins Arnack,” who 1s

described as a weaver, and resident of Mou

mouth county. Bartlet Brook and Long

Brook are mentioned as part of the boun

daries of this tract. ll

“Thunis Amack” is named among the

rand jurors impannelled by Sheriff Bernar

us Verbryck at April term, 1735, and

Stephen Amack among the grand jurors

impannelled by Sherifl James Stevenson at

April term, l744.1l .

In Book H of Deeds, page 275, I8 the

 

swells’ Memorial Address at Brick Church,

page 87.

1-Abraham Emans and Hendrick Emans. who

settled at Slx Mile Run. Somerset county, N. J.,

in 1703, were sons of Andrews Emans, who came

to America in 1661 and settled at Gravesend, L.

I. This name in Monmouth county is now s ll

ed Emmons. Margaret. wlfe of above Abra Hm

Emans, was a member of the Monmouth Dutch

church in 1713. See Wells’ Memorial address,

1 eiii G of Deeds. page 61, etc., Monmouth

records.

§Book H of Deeds, page 114, Monmouth

records.

\lBook H of Deeds, Monmouth

d .re::;Iril1auf.€B of Monmouth courts, 17851744.

page 237.

record of a public Highway laid out on June

14, 1740, by the surveyors of the hi hways.

"Thennis Amack’s” lands and “S

Amack’s” mill are named in this return.

They also make “void” (vacate) a 2-rod

road laid through the Amack’s, Tunis Denis

(Denise), Gilbert VanMater, Judah Wil

liams, Thomas Borden, and Nathan Tilt0n’s

lands. This record shows that the two

Aumsck brothers lived near each other on

this new road, and that Stephen Anmack

operated a grist mill. Tennis Aumack mar

ried Lena, a daughter of Jacob Thysen Laen

(Lane) and Elizabeth Barkalow, his wife,

and had the following children baptised:

Jannetje, Nov. 24, 1728.

Child unnamed, August 8, 1725.

Elizabeth. August 5. 1783.

Afhle, August 17, 1735.

Jan, April 15, 1788.

Mathys, Au st 2, 1742.

Tennis an Stephen Aumack were born at

Flatlands, L. 1., and were the sons of

Thennis Janse VanAmach, of that place.

He is named among the citizens who took

the oath of allegiance in 1687, and he is

then put down ashaviug been 14 yearsin

America.** The name is there spelled as

VanAmach. I do not know how many

children he had. The name was first spelled

in Monmouth “Amak” and “Amack.”

In Book A of Marriages, page.59, is re

cord of a marriage, where the parties were

both of this family, and it shows how unset-

tled they were a century ago in the spelling

of this name.

“Tennis Aumack to Mary Aamach, Nov.

26, 1801,” is the way it is entered. Accord

ing to tradition Thennis J anse VanA|nach

was a marine on one of Admiral Cornelius

Evertsen’s or Jacob Binches' ships, when

they compelled the English to haul down

their flag over New York in 1673. The

red, white, and blue of the Netherlands

Republic waved over New York and New

Jersey for about a year. VanAmach, then

a young man, during this occupation became

attached to the daughter of a Dutch settler

who lived in Brooklyn. Either his term of

enlistment ex ired, or he was discharged,

for when the eet sailed sway, he remained

and became a resident of Flatlsnds, where he

 

"Vol. I, O'Call. Doc. Hist. of N. Y., p. 061.

tephen .
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raised a family. He is therefore the progen

itor of all the Aumacks and Aumocks in

Monmouth and Ocean counties.

This family can therefore look back to

one of the Dutchmen, who wrested the New

Netherlands from the English in 1673, and

helped fight in the memorable war of that

year, as their progenitor. This conquest of

the New Netherlands was not a secret,

treacherous attack, without a declaration of

war, but a fair conquest after announced

hostilities. England and France with the

German Provinces of Munster and Cologne,

had combined in an alliance to wipe out the

Republic of Holland from the map of

Europe. It is true, there was a party in

England opposed to this alliance and war,

but they were made up principally of the

old Republicans and Roundheads, who had

followed Cromwell. They

Charles ll was a papist at heart, and this

alliance was really a blow at the Protestant

religion, and to restore the Roman Hierar

chy to its old power over the world. Charles

ll had attacked and seized the Dutch colony

of New York in 1664, in order to provoke

the States General into a declaration of War

against England. Such an attack must cause

war asa child might know. This in England

would be represented as a defensivewar,and so

the Protestant party would be compelled,

nolens volens, to stand up for their country.

As Charles II and his secret instigator,

Louis XIV expected and intended, this cap

ture of the Dutch colony in America, to

gether with an attack on their African trad

ing posts at about the same time, and the

seizure of Dutch merchant ships, compelled

the States General to declare war against

England. The successes of the Dutch

admirals at sea, together with other troubles,

led the English Parliament to interfere with

the purposes of their King. A hollow

peace was patched up, but the English pup

pet of the French monarch, held to the

same resolution to destroy if possible the

Holland Republic. lt became necessary,

however, to educate public 0 inion, and in

flame the passions of the Eng ish people, in

order to overcome the opposition of the Pro

testant leaders. Pamphlets and other writ

ings were circulated, filled with the most

outrageous accusations against the Dutch.

A roorbach was circulated through Eng

land, that Admiral VanTromp, as they

called him, after defeating th'e English fleet

in the late war, had hoisted a broom at his

masthead and cruised up and down the

English coast, to show that he had swept the

English ships from the seas

knew King ,

This canard was well calculated to arouse

the patriotism and wrath of the English

masses, and make them support any alliance,

even with the Turks, to punish such inso

lence. There was no one in England to

contradict this lie, so it run its full course,

and aroused the English people to bitter

anger and fury against the Dutch. Admiral

Tromp was a brave, bluff sailor, without the

bravado of the French or the cant and

h pocrasy of the English. He was no more

li ely to perpetrate such a puerile, fantastic

and idiotic act, than General Grant was to

stick a peacock feather in his hat, and strut

around with it, after the surrender at Appo

matox. Nevertheless every charge against

the Dutch was believed without any ques

tion. No one ever asked how it was possible

to see a little broom,fastened high up among

the ropes and sails of a ship’s mast, two or

three miles ofl- at sea from the English coast.

Like the story of the Dutch drinking intoxi

cating liquors before going into action, it

was a lie cut out of the whole cloth. At

that time and for many generations after, it

was the custom of the English navy to serve

out grog to their sailors before going into

action. It was supposed to give them

courage, yet in this,as in many other things,

they charged all their vices on the Dutch,

while they arrogated all the virtues to them

selves.

It would have been far more in accordance

with the truth, to have labelled it Cockney

or British courage, instead of Dutch. Not

only were such roorbachs industriously cir

cnlated, but plays were written and acted in

the theatres of England, showing the Dutch

up in the most odious li ht.

Even the famous Jo n Dryden devoted

his talents to composing such a play, which

was acted to crowded houses, and excited the

fury and hatred ofthe lower classes, so that

private citizens of Holland were mobbed in

the streets ofLondon. This play was written

and acted long before the open alliance be

tween France and England was consum

mated, yet there are several ges in it

which point to it, and show that Dryden

was either conversant with the plans of the

king, or else wrote the play under particular

instructions. Straws, it is said, show which

way the wind blows, and this play coming

from a man like John Dryden, shows that it

was one of the methods used to educate pub

lic opinion, and shut the mouths of the

Protestant or peace party. This play, called

Amboyna, met with great success. The

theatres were crowded to overflowing by

the people, and it seemed to move
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them as much as the play of Uncle Tom’s

Cabin influenced the people of tho north,

prior to the election of Abraham Lincoln.

A strong appeal to the feelings will often

move the masses more strongly than the

best argument addressed to their reason.

The copy of “Amboyna” which I have, was

printed in London, England, during the

latter part of the 17th century. It begins

with a personal address to the “Right Hon

orable Lord Clifford ofChndleigh,” who ap

pears to have been high treasurer of Eng.

land and one of Dryden’s patrons. As a

specimen of fulsome flattery, and suobbish

sycophancy it is unequalled.

Dryden says that this play was “contrived

and written” in a month, and ends up his

adnlations with these words:—

“I pretend not by it (the play) to make any

manner of return for your favors; and that I only

give you a new occasion for exercising your

goodness to me, in pardoning the failin and

imperfections of. My Lord, Your Lor ship’s

most humble, most obliged, and most obedient

servant. JOHN DBYDEN.”

Then comes what he calls a prologue to

Amboyna in verse as follows:—

“As needy Gallants in the Scriv’ners' hands,

Court the rich knave that gripes their mortgag'd

lands,

The rlrst fat buck of all the Season's sent,

And keeper takes no fee in compliment;

The Dotage ofsome Englishmen is such,

'Iro fawn on those who ruin thein—the Dutch.

They shall have all, rather than make a war

With those, who of the some 'l'8li(}i07'' are.

'l'he‘Streights, the Guiney Trade, the Herringa

oo,

Nay to keep Friendship, the

Some are resolved not to fln out the cheat,

But cuckold-like, loves him who does the feat:

What injuries so’ever upon us fall,

Yet still, the same religion nn.swer.s all:

Religion wheedled cu to Civil War,

Drew English bloo ,and Dutchman's now would

spare: -

Be gull'd no longer, for you'll find it true,

They have no more Religion, faith—th.an you:

Inter-est’s the God they worship in their State,

And you, I take it, have not much of that.

Well, monarchies may own Religious name,

But States are Athiests in their very ii-ame,

They share a sin, and such proportions fall

That like a stink, 'tis nothing to 'em all.

How they love En land, you shall see this day:

No mag shows Ho and truer than our Play:

View t en their falsehoods, rapine, cruelty;

Andbthink what once they were, they still would

9;

But hope not either language, plot, o.r art,

'Twas writ in haste but with an English heart;

And let’s, hope, wit in Dutchman would be

As much improper as would honesty.

The play is entitled “Amboyna, or the

Cruelties of the Dutch to the English Mer

chants.” The scene opens at Amboyna,

with a dialogue between the Dutch Govern

or and his fiscal, in which they congratulate

each other, in damaging the English East

India company to an immense amount, and

shall pickle llou.

then settling for a trifling sum. The fiscal

then proposes to carry out a "Plot” against

the English, which he has contrived. The

substance of it is, to cut all their throats and

seize their wealth.

The history of England during this cen

tury is fuil of charges and counter charges,

of plo(s and conspiracies. As it was a favor

ite accusation among themselves it became

very easy to make it against foreign people.

An English captain named Towerson, in

the employ of the English East India com

pany, and an English merchant are next

brought on the stage. The English mer

chant and the Dutch fiscal engage in the

following dialogue. The English merchant

thus speaks of the Hollanders:

English Merchant—“Not being gentlemen, you

have stolen the arms of the best families in

Europe, and wanting a name, .\ou make bold

with the first of Divine attributes. and call'd

yourselves the 'High and Mightn' though, let

me .te.ll you, that besides the blasphemy, the title

is ridiculous, for 'High’ is no more proper for

the Netherlands, than 'Might’ is, for seven little

rascally Provinces, no bigger in all than a Shire

in England. But for myvmain theme, your in

gratitnde to England. e have set you up and

you undermind our Power and Circumvcnt our

trade.”

Dutch Fiscal—“Yes, and good reason, it' our

interest reqfiiires it; besides you give one of the

names of t e ‘Almighty’ to your high men in

England, by calling them Lords, and so make

the vulgar people worship them, as Deities or

Human Gods.”

- En lish Merchant—“That leads me to your

relig on, which is made up of interest; at home

e tolerate all worahipa in them who can pay for

it. and abroad you were latterly so civil to the

Em eror of Pegu (Peru) as to offer sacrifices to

his dols.”

Dutch Fiscal—“Yes, this is all true, and you

English were such precise fools as to refuse it.”

English Merchant—“For ti-ugality, we confess

we cannot compare with yon. Our English mer

chants live like noblemen, while you gentlemen,

if you have any, live like Boors. You are the

mill horses of Mankind; a pickled herring is all

your riches. You have good title to cheat all

Europe, for you coaen your own backs and

bellies.”

Dutch Fiscal-“Yes, this is all true.”

English Merchanb—“Y0ur liberties are a

greater cheat than any of the rest.” You are

ten times more taxed than any people in Chris

tendom. Yon flatter our Kings and ruin their

subjects.”

Dutch Fiscal—“You En lish are so honest.

that we Dutch can easily ool you in name of

our Protestant religion.”

English Merchant-“I prophesy the day will

come, when some English king will see throu h

your hypocricies an frands and protect t e

onest and true-hearted English, against the

rascalities of the Dutch. and resume the fisher

ies ot' the seas, and the riches ofthe East indies.”

Some light scenes and dialogues are next

introduced to relieve the gravity of the play.

Then an English woman, pale, weak, and in

tattered garments, appears on the stage.

She tells a horible story, how she and her
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husband had been on an English ship, and

by treachery certain Hollanders had murder

ed the English crew and plundered the ship.

That she and her husband had escaped in a

small boat, and after terrible suffering her

husband died,but she was rescued by a noble

English captain.” Then follow scenes in

which great outrages are per etrated by a

son of the Dutch Governor, an the English

Captain, Towerson, fights with and kills him

in s fair duel. The Dutch Governor and

his fiscal then arranged a treacherous plot

against the English. They falsely accuse

them of trying to capture the Dutch fort,

and put them to horrible tortures to elicit a

confession. Scene o us and shows the

English tortured int e most fiendish man

ner by fire and water, while the Dutchmen

joke and laugh at their sufferin . The

Governor remarks, as the burn t e Eng

lish merchant, that he will light his pipe

just where the “u’yak” is fed with English

fat; that “the tobacco tastes divinely afler

being so/ire .”

After torture, the En lish captain is put

to death, and the play c oses with a scene in

which the Dutch are feasting and making

merry over a division of the wealth of the

murdered English. Then follows an “Epi

logue” as Dryden calls it, as follows:

T0 one well-born th' affront is worse and more,

When he’s ahns' and bafiled by a Boor:

With an ill- race the Dutch their mischiefs do

The 'vs bot ill nature and ill manners too.

Wel may they boast themselves an ancient

nation,

Ftzr they were bred 'ere manners were in fash

on:

And their new Commouwealth has set 'em free

Only from honor and civility.

Venetians do not more uncouthly ride

Than did their Lubber State mankind bestride.

Their sway became 'em with as ill a mien,

As their own pannches swell above their chin;

Yet is their empire no true growth but humor.

And only two kings touch can cure the

lummuvfi

As Cato did his Afric fruits display;

B0 we before your eyes their Indies lay,

All loyal English will like him conclnde

Let Cresar live and Carthage be subdued.

This is a clear and plain effort to educate

public opinion in England, so that an alli

ance with France against Holland would be

popular among the English masses. This

play is well contrived to stir up their anger

and pride, and was intended for that very

purpose. It fell in with the policy and pur

poses of Charles II, and we can see why

Dryden was a favorite of the court and

patronized by the high oflicials.

This play was written and acted in the

theatres of London several years before the

alliance between England and France against

Holland was consummated by an aggrewive

movement against the Republic.

 

1-|'The two Kings refer to an alliance between

England and France.

EFFORTS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND TO CRUSH

HOLLAND REPUBLIC.

Louis XIV of France was one of the most

astute and able of the kin of Europe. His

zeal and devotion to the gmman Hierarchy

is proved by the banishment of half a mil

lion of his protestant subjects from France.

These refugees were known as French

Hnguenots. As Macaulay, Dickens, and

other truthful historians of England have

shown, Charles II was a mere pu pet of this

champion of Rome. Behind both stood the

priests, dictating and urging a union which

would restore, as they thought, the church

to its old authority and power in the world.

Their object was to crush the Protestant Re

ublic of Holland. They were not only

heretics but republicans, setting a bad ex

ample to Christendom. Their great pros

perity and wealth also excited jealousy and

alarm. This Republic so near the territory

of France and England was a continual

menace to the existence of monarchies. If

people without a king could prosper so,what

necessity was there for royalty and an aristo

cratic or Brahmin caste, to uphold it. King

craft and priestcraft were therefore in hearty

agreement to wreck this upstart Republic.

These “seven rascally little provinces,”

as Dr den put it, “not as big as an

Englis shire.” The two great monarchies

of France and England could easily wipe

Holland oii the map of Europe, everybody

thought. The two Catholic Bishops of the

German Provinces of Munster and Cologne

also joined this alliance with England and

France to destroy Holland. This fact alone

would show that behind this alliance of

nations stood the Roman Hierarchy. Our

American historian, Bancroft, thus describes

this great and most eventful contest:-—

“Charles II had begun hostilities as a
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pirate, and Louis XIV did not disguise his

purpose of conquest.

“With armies amounting to 200,000 men,

to which Holland could oppose no more than

20,000, the French monarch invaded the

Republic. Within a month Holland was

exposed to the same desperate dangers she

had encountered a century before, while the

English fleet, hovering ofl'the coast, endeav

ored to land English troops into the heart of

the wealthiest of the provinces. Ruin was

imminent and had come but for the public

virtues.

“The annals of the human race record

but few instances where moral force has so

successfully defied every disparity of force,

and repelled such desperate odds by invin

cible heroism.

“At sea, where greatly superior numbers

were on the side of the allied fleets of France

and England, the untiring courage of the

Dutch would not consent to be defeated. On

land the dikes were broken up and the

country drowned. The son of Grotius, con

cealing his anger, at ignominious proposals

of the French, protracted the negotiations

till the rising waters could form a wide and

impassable moat around -the cities. At

Groningen,men, women and children worked

on the fortifications. Fear was not per

mitted to the women. William of Orange

(afterwards King of England), was advised

by Arlington, one of the great Virginian

pro rietors, to seek advancement and gain

for imself, by yielding to England; 'My

country,’ calmly replied the young man,

'trusts in me. I will not sacrifice it to my

interests, but if needs be, die with it in the

last ditch.’ ”

The landing of the British troops in Hol

land could only be prevented by three naval

engagements. The veteran DeRuyter and

the younger VanTromp, a son of the old

Admiral, had been bitter enemies. The

latter had been disgraced on the charge of

the former. June 7, 1673, at the battle of

Soulsbay, where the Dutch with 52 ships

of the line engaged an enemy with 80,

DeRuyter was successful in his first

manoeuvers, while the extraordinary ardor

of VanTromp, plunged him headlong into

danger and he could not recover. The frank

.and true hearted DeRuyter, checked himself

in his career of victory, and turned to the

relief of his rival: “Oh, there coma; grand

father to the rescue l” shouted VanTromp

in ecstasy. “I will never desert him, as long

as I breathe.” The issue of the battle was

uncertain. June 14, seven days later, a

second battle was fought, and the advantage

was with the Dutch. About three weelrs

after the Dutch captured New York, Aug

ust 2, 1673, the last and most terrible con

flict took place near Helder. The enthu~

siasm of the Dutch mariners dared almost

infinite deeds of valor.

The noise of the artillery boomed along

the low coast of Holland. The churches

on the shore and the dikes were thronged

with people. praying to the God of Battles

to give victory to the right cause and their

country. The contest raged and exhausted,

and was again renewed with unexampled

fury. Victory was with DeRuyter and Van~

Tromp. The British fleet retreated and was

pursued. This defeat caused the English

Parliament to refuse Charles II further sup

plies. This led to peace with England,al

though war went on with France. At one

time aflairs seemed to hopeless, with the

great French army in the heart of the coun

try, and the mighty allied fleet on the

coast it was resolved with inflexible Dutch

resolution, to defend the country to the last,

and, if all failed, to take to their ships, and

sail to some other part of the world, and

there found a new country and so preserve

the liberties of which Europe was unworthy.

About a mouth after the defeat of the al

lied fleets, or between the 7th and 13th of

September, 1673, Capt. Knyfi and Lient.

Snell with a company of Dutch mariners

from one of Admiral Evertsen’s ships which

lay in the North River before New York,

came over in a sloop to Monmouth County,

' landed at Waycake creek, and marched up

to Middletown village and administered the

oath of allegiance to the States General of

Holland to the citizens there, and then went

to Shrewsbury and did the same. The peo

ple with exception of a dozen or so who were

absent, took the oath of allegiance. So our

people of Monmouth were a part of the

little Netherland Republic and entitled to

some share of the glory which belonged to

their mother country at this time. If this

alliance had succeeded in crushing Holland,

there would have been no Stadtholder with

his Dutch army to land at Torbay, and de-

liver the Protestants of England from the

tyranny of James II. The great revolution

of 1688 would never have occurred. James

ll, backed by the subtle brain and strong

arm of Louis XIV would perhaps have

crushed protestantism in England, as com

Eletely as Louis XIV had done in France

y revoking the Edict of Nantes.

For after the failure of Monmouth’s re

bellion, the spirit of the English people

seemed crushed. The savage and brutal
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punishments infligted ilily Jeffrey; and Kirke

hardl called fort a w imper 0 protest, so
abiectywas the terror and fear they inspired

with the gibbet, hot pitch and dismembered

corpses hung up at nearly every cross road

in England.

This victory of the lgugch “rlnfide the;

deliverance of the Englis y i iam o

Orange possible. Thelilsuél oi' Prgvidenlce

was never more signa y isp aye in t e

history of states and nations than in the

defeat of these powerful nations by “seven

little rascally provinces, all told no bigger

than an English shire,” to use Dryden’s

expression. It was a year big with future

events in the history of Christendom and the

world, as subsequent results show.

The sacrifices, services, and patriotism of

William of Orange * in this war with Eng

land, France and the two German provinces,

together with those ofhis great grandfather,

William the Silent in the S anish war, have

made their names venerate in Holland, as

Washington’s is in America.

The descendants of the Dutch in the

United States claim all three as their worthy

trio of heroes, and worthy of each other to

stand in eternal union and glory. For all

three, one as much as the other, they feel a

veneration and gratitude which words cannot

express. The following song, so popular in

Holland, gives but a feeble echo of what is

in the hearts of all who prize justice, inde

endence, and liberty for “the Frisians shall

lie free as long as the winds of heaven blow !”

We leven in Nederiand vrlj en bli',t hoezee!

Wars zijn we van elke dwingelan ij, hoezee!

Vervloekt zij eenwi bet vreemde juk,

Op vrijheid. vrijhei z|'u we tuk

VIVAT om. JE, noizzsni

Oranje maakte one vrlj en oot, hoezee!

Oran.|e was aitijd een vrien in den nood, hoezeel

Oran ekiant l’jn we dus op en top!

Oran e boven, Oranje voorop !

VIVAT OBANJE. HOEZEE!

Oranje blijv. Nederlands toeveria-at, hoezeel

Aileen met Oranje one Nederland staat hoezee!

Lang leve Oranje! met Rood Wit en Blaauw!

Oranje, we zweren U houw en trouwl

VIVAT ORAN-IE. HOEZEEI

i Vrij en Blij means Free and Happy.

' Bishop Burnet thus describes William of

Oranllez

“I had' occasion to know him well, having

observed him very carefully in a course of 16

years.

“He believed in the truths of the Christian

religion ver firmly, and expremed a horror of

atheism an blasphemy.

“He was constant in his private prayers and in

reading the Scriptures.

“His indifference to the form of church vern

ment and his beiniezealous for tolerat on, to

gether with his cold havior towards the clerg,

gave them generally an iii opinion of him. e

loved the Dutch, and was much beloved among

them; but the ill. returns he met ii-om theEnglis

nation, their jealousies of him, and their per

verseneas towards him, had soured his mind,and

had in agreat measure alienated him from them,

which he did not take care enough to conceal,

though he saw the ill effect this had upon his

business

”Watching over the court of France, and be

stirring himself against their practices was the

revai ing passion of his whole life. I considered

im a person raised up by God to resist the

power of France and the progress of tyranny and

persecution.

”The series of five Princes of Orange that was

now ended in him was the noblest succession of

heroes we find in any history. And the 30 years

from 1672 to his deat in which he acted so great

a part, carry in them so many amazing ate of a

glorious and distinguishing Providence t at in

the words of Davi he ma be called 'The man

of God's right hand whom e made strong for

himself.' He received. however. in his life time

little else than calumnies, abuse and in ratitnde

from the nation he served so well. e once

remarked to Lord Halifax, when speaking of the

treatment he had received from the two great

parties of England, that all the difference he

new between them was 'the Tories would cut

throat in the morning and the Whigs in the

afl.ernoon.' Subsequent generations and pos

terit in England have acknowledged his great

serv ces and abilities, but in a grndging spirit and

without any heartiness, as though jealous of the

contrast between their native born monarchs and

this Dutchman from over the sea. Macaulay,

who is of Scotch ancestry. has done him justice

but even he thus describes him: 'His manners,

(when King of England) were altogether Dutch.

Even his countrymen thou ht him blunt. To

foreigners he often seem churiish. In his

intercourse with the world he ap earedi orant

or negligent of those arts which ouhle t evalue

oi a favor and take away the sting ofa retinal.' ”



THE BARKALOW FAMILY.

Afier the New Netherlands were seized in

1664 by the English Government the public

records were kept in the English language.

Many of the scriveners who wrote legal papers

like wills, deeds, etc., werei norant of the

Dutch language so they (sipel ed and wrote

Holland names like the n ians, from sound.

They also made man surnames from the

Dutch custom of cal ing a person by his

christian name followed by his father’s chris

tian name, with z, s, se, or sen, aflixed. Thus

if Derrick Barkalow had a son named Pieter,

he would be called Peter Derricks, or Derrick

sen. If the latter had a son Jan, he would be

known as Jan Pietersen, or Pieterz. If he

called his son Hendrick; he would be desig

nated as Hendrick Jans or Jansen. The Eng

lish conveyancers would often write these

names according to above custom in deeds and

other legal documents, which went on perma

nent record. ln two or three generations such

names would become fixed and unchangabie,

according to the English custom, toidentify

persons and families and keep land titles

strai ht. This is the reason why several

fami surnames have originated from one

Dutch, pro enitorf It often makes it very

diflicult an in some cases im ible to trace

family connections, especially ifthey frequent

ly changed their residence and neglected to

keep a ainily record or have their children

baptised. For this reason it is nowdiflicult to

trace the Barkalow familg. This name, too, in

changing from the Dutc to the English lan

gua , has been spelled in many different ways,

as %(:llIB€l’Clll0, VanBurkalow, .Borckelloo,

Berkelue, etc.

The ori inai emigrant from Holland was

William anse Barkelo. He came to Amer

ica. at an earl date and settled permanently

at Flatbush, lbong island where he raised a

faniil of several girls and boys. Among the

list o persons taking the oath of allegiance to

the English government in 1687, and published

n pa c 661, vol 1., 0’Callaghan’s Document

ary I istory of New York we find the name

of William Williamsen Dorcklo, who is put

down as born in America, and a resident at

that date of Flatiands. Also, Jan Williamsen

Borcklo, also a native and then residing at

Gravesend L. I. Elizabeth Barkalow, who

married Jacob Thysen Laen (Lane), and

whose name. is found among the original

members of the Monmouth Dutch church in

1709, is supposed to be one of his daughters.

One of his younger sons, Conradt, settled in

Somerset county of this state as early as 1714,

and is the ancestor of the “Barcaiows” there,

as they generally spell their names. I have,

however, an original receipt in my ion

given 130 {lears ago, which is signed y “Dan

iel Barric 0.” t is his genuine signature

and shows another of the man ways the

name has been spelled. The fo lowing isa

true copy: “1770, April 25, then received

from Cornelius TenBroeck the sum of seven

teen pounds, li ht money, being in full for a

oke of oxen, say, received by me. Daniel

rricklo.” Another son of the first emi

grant who was born at Flatbush, Lon Island,

and learned the weaver’s trade was errick.

He married on Long Island, September 11,

1709, Janetje Van Arsdalen, and soon after

removed to Monmouth county, for both of

them are named as members of the Dutch

church here in 1711. He seems to have been

among the active workers in this church, and

was made an elder in 1739. He died in 1744

before all his children had arrived at age.

The minutes of the Monmouth courts show

that he was on the grand jury in January

term of 1735 and several,times aflerwards.

His name is here spelled “Derk Barkelo.”

In Book E of Deeds, page 336, etc., Mon

mouth clerk's oflice, is record of a deed from

Thomas Foreman and Mary his wife, of Free

hold township, to “Derrick Barcalow” of

same township, dated April 15, 1719, convey

ing in fee 90 acres in same townshi . It is

Eenerall described as bounded on t enorth

ythe urlington road, south andwest by

John Oakerson’s lands, and east by two ditch

es and a run of water. Passequenecke brook

is also mentioned in this description. It was

Kart of a tract conveyed to Thomas Foreman

lylgeed from John Oakerson dated May 1,

Jacob Laen and John Sutven (Sutphen) are

the witnesses.

The records of the Monmouth Dutch church

show that Derrick Barkalow and Jane Van

Arsdalen, his wife, had the following children

baptized.

Alke (Aelt e) Oct. 1.1710: m. Jan, son of Jan

Pieterse Wye oil' and Neeltje Williamse Couwen

hoven, his wife.

Elizabeth. bapt. May 11, 1712; m. about 1736.

Ryck Suydain. Her name is entered on church

records as a communicant in 1740. as follows:

“Elizabeth Borckloo. wife of Reik Zedam." She

had the following children baptized: E izabeth,

Dec. 20, 1786; Ryke, Sept. 10, 1788, and Janneije.

May 24. 1741.

Wilm (William) bapt. Jan. 18, 1714; m. Dec. 2,

1737. Aeltje. dau ht-‘r of Aert (Arthur) Wlll1''IlJ-

son‘ and Annet e Oouwenhoven, his wife. Only

two of their children were baptized: Jannelje

Sept. 4, 1788, and Aert, Aug. 10, 1740- Soon afler
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this last date he removed to Upper Freehold and

settled on a tract of land there. where he lived

until his death sometime in 1766. After remov

ing to Upper Freehold he seems to have lost all

connection with the church of his forefathers.

The distance perhaps was the cause. His name

agpears as a landowner in Upper Freehold town

s ip in an assessment made in l75li,while his two

brothers, Daniel and Cornelius, are named as

freeholders the same year in Lower Freehold.Cornelius, bapt. Nov. 17. 1717; m. Nov. 10, 1743- i

Jannetje, daughter of Stephen Aumack and

Jannetje Jause, his wife. He purchased a lar e

tract of land in the southern part ot Freeho d

township. It lay on both sides of the present

line between Freehold and Howell lownshi s.

It was partly bounded by uan brook. Here e

lived and died but I do not now where he was

buried. A number of his descendants have

owned and lived on part of these lauds down to

the present day. He and his descendants drifted

away from the Dutch church, because of the

distance. 1 suppose. The last recorded connec

tion with the church in which his father had

been a zealous member and prominent omcer

was the baptism of a daughter named Jannetje.

June 27, 1758. He had three sons baptized before:

viz: Derk, April 16, 1745, Stephanus July 2|, 1748,

and Johannes March 24, 1751. His name appears

as a grand juror at a court held at Freehold July

1781. He and his two sons Stephen, and John,

were members of the league for protection and

retaliation iormed by the patriotic citizens of

Monmouth during the dark and terrible days of

the Revolution. See age 8730f Barber & Howe's

Hist. Coll , of N. J. is son Stephen is said to

have been one of the most active and resolute of

the men who served under Col. Asher Holmes.

He was in the battle of Germantown and distin

fiished himself by his coolness and courage.

is story was re-‘published by the late Edwin

Salter on page 24 o Old Times in Old Monmouth.

and is entit ed “Jersey Blue at the Battle of

Germantown. Barkalow of Old Monmouth.”

Stephen Barkalow must have prized his gun

highly for in his will on record in the Monmouth

Surrogate's oflice itis the first article mentioned.

He bequeaths this gun and accouterinents to

Stephen, sou of his son David.

Daniel, bapt. Jan. 1, 1720; m. Oct. 17. 1744, An

.netje, daughter of Johannes Lu ster and Lucre

tia Browerf. his wife, who was aptlzed April 8,

1725, Daniel Barkalow had only one of his chil

dren baptized. This was Jannetje, Dec. 29, 1745.

He died June 28, 1795, aged 74 s., 6 mos. 12 d.,

according to his tombstone in t e old graveyard

at East Freehold.

Maria, bapt. Aug. 5, 1722; m. about 1743, first

Abraham Sntven. (Sutphen); had two children

baptized: Antje. May 6, 1744, and Jacob, June 17.

1749. Married second Anthonius Holzart (Hula

hsrt) about 1754. and had one child Jacques,

bapt. Oct. 30, 1756.

Helena, bapt. Dec. 17, 1728; m. Isaac Voorhees,

and had a child Derrick, bapt. June 22, 1755, who

removed to Ohio. and was grandfather of Hon.

Daniel Voorhees of Indiana. the famous orator

known as the “'l'all sycamore of the Wabash.”

Another son, David, born Dec. 4, 1757, removed

to Somerset county, N. J.

Janeka (Jannetje) bapt. Jan. 21.1727; m. about

1755. Isaac Sutvan, and had one child, Lea. bspt.

May 16, 1758.

William, eldest son of Derrick, settled in

what is now the townshi of Upper Freehold,

and had several sons an dang ters, but I am

unable to give the names of al of them.

Tobias Polhemus a citizen of Upper Free

hold, made his will November 26,1780. It

was proved January 22, 1781, and recorded at

Trenton, N. J. He mentions his daughter

Sarah as wife of “Ort” (Aert) Barkalow and

a grandson named Tobias Barkalow. This Ort

Barkalow I think,is the same person heretofore

named as baptized Au st 10, 1740, asAert

(Arthur). In Book Pof eeds p. 62,etc.,Mon

mouth records, is record of a deed dated April

17, 1767, from Arthur (Aert) Barkalow to

Richard Derrick) Barkalow, his brother.

Both are escribed as residents of Upper Free

hold, and the lands conveyed are situate in

in that township, begininng at a stake 12

links from southwest corner of a lantation

formerly belon 'ng to Leffert ertson de

ceased, and is unded on one side by Doc

tor’s creek. After a particular description by

chains and links, the following neral boun

daries are given: 215 acres boun ed southerly

b lands of Richard James and Michael

It ount; easterly by lands of Joseph Grover

and Luke DeWitt, northerly by lands of

Elisha Lawrence, and westerly by other lands

of said Arthur Barkalow.

In BookQ of Deeds, p. 28, is recorded a

deed dated April 1, 1805, from Ann Tapscott,

(late Ann Barkalow) and James Tapscott her

husband,Jaines Baird and Joseph James,exec

utors ofRichard (Derrick) Barcalow,deceased,

of Up er Freehold, to Thomas Potts of same

towns ip. For a consideration of $13,129.80,

a tract in that township is conveyed, and de

scribed as being a art of ,a larger tract con

veyed to William arcalow deceased, b deed

dated April 3d, 1764, from the heirs of ffert

Leffertsoni, deceased. It is therein stated

that William Barcalow had died intestate,

and the lands described in this deed to Potts,

descended to his son Arthur as an heir-at-law.

That Arthur Barcalow had paid certain sums

to his brothers and sisters and also by deed

dated April 17, 1767, (deed aforesaid in Book

P, 62, etc.), quit claimed to his brother

Ric ard ’§_Derrick) the tract now conveyed to

Potts. he said Richard Barcalow by his

will dated March 14, 1803, directed his exec

utors tc sell this tract containing 218.83 acres.

Ann Tapscott, the widow of said Richard

but now wife of James Tapscott joins in the

deed with executors to relinquish her thirds

or dower right. In Book M of Deeds, p. 283,

etc., Monmouth records, is 0. deed showing

that Arthur Barcalow on April 2, 1801, con

veyed those lands which he inherited from his

father, to Jacob Couwenhoven of Lower Free

hold. It describes these landsas beginnin at

southwest corner of Derrick (Richard) ar

calow’s lands, and containing 220 acres, and

the said grantor was then residing on this

property. The Jar-ob Couwenhoven named

in t e deed was well known thoughout Mon

mouth county as “Farmer Jacob.’ His will

was roved Nov. 15, 1825 and recorded at

Free old in Book B of Wills, p. 466, etc. He

devised his property equally to his two sons,

Hendrick and Garret, who were his only chil

4

I.
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dren. He and his wife Mary Sehanck, are

buried in Sehanck-Couwenhoven cemetery,

Pleasant Valley. Garret, his younger son,

married Alice, dim hter of Tobias Hendrick

S0n7/.8.nrl Rebeeea oward his wife and re

moved to Udpeger Freehold township. He

rha s resi on this farm which Arthur

area ow sold to his father.

Garret Couwenhoven’s will was roved

January 14, 1832, and recorded at Free old in

BookCof Wills, p. 247. His sons-in-law,

James Ivins and Thomas Meirs are named as

executors. He and his wife are interred in

yard of “Old Yellow Meeting House” known

in early days as “the Crosswicks Ba tist

Church.” His headstone gives date 0 his

death as Dec. 21, 1831, aged 56 yrs., 7 m., 1 d.

Alice Hendriekson his wife, is buried by him.

She died August 20 1855, aged 80 rs.,5

m., 7 d. 'Their son Jacob, who died w en 28

years old, and their dau hter Catharine, wife

of William Meirs who ied when 20, are in

terred near them.

William Barcalow, the first settler of the

name in Up r Freehold purchased those

lands which escended to his children from

Joseph A lin, William Miller and the heirs

at law of ffert Lefferson. The above is all

the knowledge I have of the “Barealows”

who have lived in that part of Monmouth

county.

 

  

* In Book E of Deeds, p. 884, etc., Monmouth

clerk'sol1ice, isa record of a deed from John

Lawrence and Rachel his wife, oi Freehold town

ship, to ”Aert (Arthur) Williamson of Flatlands

in Kings county, on theisland of Nassau,” dated

January B, 1718, for 870 acres in Freehold town

shi , and described as the most part of a tract

cal ed ”Coo er’s Neck,” and beginning at a cor

ner of lan formerly Governor Laurie's, and

bounded S. W. partly by lands of Nicholas Lake

and partly by lands formerly Isaac Bryans; S. E.

by the "brook that arts it from Co ts Neclr”

E. by lands of Peter evins .(Nevius). and N. . .

by unsurveyed lands. "Derick Barkeloo,” Wil

iiam Lawrence. Jr., and Ruleph Schenck are

witnesses. William Lawrence, Jr., seems to

have done considerable conveyancing fo.r the

people at that time and later. His spelling of

Dutch names in deeds and wills, etc., had much

to do with making several surnames from on.e.

His spelling went on the public records, and in

the course of time became a guide or precedent

for later generations.

Aert Williamson and Annetje his wife became

commnnlcants in the Dutch church of Mon

mouth in 1717.

1'I'he following inscriptions were taken by

Mrs. Lydia H. S. Conover in.June, 1899, from

headstones in the family burying ground of the

Luysters at Holland, in Holmdel township:

Johannis Luyster, [son of Cornelius Luyster

and Sarah Catharine Nevins, his wife] d. Jan. 29,

1756, aged 64 y, 10 m. 7 d.

.--- Lucretia Brewer [wife of above and daughter

of John Brewer] d. Apr. 12. 1771, aged 83 y. 4 m.

Johannis Luyster was born at Fiatbush, L. I.,

March 22, 1691; in. Lucretia Brovver Apnl 10, 1.71i.5.

His grandfather, Peter Cornelius Luyster, imi

rated from Holland in 1656 and settled at Fiat

ush L. I.

Sarah Luyster [daughter of above and wife of

Ryck Suydam] d. Sept. 7, 176-1. aged 47 y, 5 m.

Johannis Luyster, Jr., son of Johanins Luyster

and Lucretia Brower above] d. Sept. 7, 1766, aged

43 y, 3 m, 18 d.

Lucretia Luyster [daughter of Johannis Luys

ter and Lucretia Brewer] d. Mar. 26, 1792, aged

65 y, 6 m, 26 d.

Cornelius Luyster[son of Johannis and Lucretia

gangster aforesaid] d. Oct. 7, 1792, aged 71 y, 9 m,

Arinthis Couwenhoven [daughter of William

Couwenhoven and Ariuthia Bennett, his wife

and first wife of Cornelius Luyster aforesaid] d.

Apr. 16,1769, aged 46 y, 1 m, 2 d.

Margaret VanDerbeit [daughter of Aris Jause

Vanderbilt and Januetje CorneiiseCouwenhoven

and second wife of Cornelius Luyster aforesaid],

d. Nov. 24, 1816, aged 85 y. 10 d.

Sarah Vanderbilt d. May 19, 1812, aged 75 y.,

ll m., 16 G.

Peter Luyster, [son of Johannis Luyster and

Lucretia Brower, aforesaid] d. Feb. 12, 1810, aged

90 y., 9 in. 7 d.

Anne Luyster, [wife of Peter Luyster aforesaid]

d. Nov. 28, 1799, a ed 73 . 10 in. 15 d.

Lucretia, idling) ter 0 Peter and Anne Luys

ter aforesai ] d. ec. 29, 1838. aged 78 y. 4in. 16 d.

JogndP. Luyster d. Sept. 11, 1848, aged 84 y., 9

m., .

Anne Couwenhoven b. Sept. 18, 1764, daughter

of Matthias and Wiiliampe Couwenhoven , wife

of John P. Luyster, d. Nov. 6, 1853, ag 88 y.,

1 m. 18d.

mltinne Luyster d. Nov. 1, 1862, aged 69 y., 8 m.

Willflllg'e Luyster b. Aug. 7, 1791, [daughter of

John P. uyster and Anne Couwenhoven his

wife], d. Dee. 12, 1875, aged B4 y., 5 m. 3d.

B-lélue Luyster d. Sept. 12, 1862, aged 60 y., 5 m.

Sarah Luyster b. July 12, 1795, [daughter of

John P. Luyster and Anne Couwenhoven his

wife], m May 8, 18r6. William D. Hendrickson;

d. Oct. 15. 1821. aged 26 y.. 3 m. 3 d.

William D. Hendricirson [son of Daniel Hen

drickson and Elizabeth Stephenson, his wife] d.

Jan. 14, 1823, aged 30 y, 2 m, 15 d.

Peter Luyster, b. June 18, 1806, [son of John P.

Luyster and Annie Couwenhoven, his wife] d.

Dec. 1, 1875. aged as ,8 Xn.

Miranda Suydam {wife of said Peter Luyster]

d. Oct. 24.1855, aged 47 y. 6 in, 24 d.

Sarah Luyster [daughter of Peter Luyster and

Miranda Suydam, his wife] d. may 22, 1850, aged

19;, 6 in, 21 d.

ohn P. Luyster [son of Peter Luyster and

iliglrailiéia Suydam, his wife] d. Mar. 28, 1&8, aged

y, m.

John C. Luyster [sou of Cornelius Luyster] d.

Oct. 28, 1847, aged 75 y. 11 m. 21 ¢l.

Catharine [wife of John C. Luyster aforesaid]

d. Nov. 18, 1864, aged 77 y, 11 m, 26 d.

27J§hn Brower, d. Feb. 2, 1800, aged 36 y, 2 in,

Hendrick Brower, d Feb. 12. 1802, a ed 67 y.

Albigail Hunt, d. Jan. 14, 1827, ag 81 y, ll m,

11 .

mqiarret Brewer, d, Apr. 28, 1828, aged 34 y, 2 in,

Lucretia Luyster [daughter of-Iohn P. Luyster l

consort of Garret Brower d. Feb. 26, 1874, aged

76 y, 6 m.

Adnne Snyder d. March 9, 1816. aged B9 y, 5 in,

22 .

6 gliette Snyder d. Sept. 13, 1815, aged 36 y, 8 in,

Catharine Snyder d. March 21. 1859, aged 62 y.

Christopher Snyder, d. March B0, 1797, aged 50

y, 5 In. 17 d.

Sdarah Luyster d. Oct. 7, 1885, aged 77 y, 5 m,

27 .

.I-wgb H. Aumack d. April 6, 1861, aged 78 y, 9

in. 2 .

Frnncinke . wife ofJacob H. Aumack, d. Feb.

21.1832,age 39 y, 11m,5 d.

Eleanor Stephenson d. Feb. 24, 1847, aged 55 y.

L4i__-_
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i will November, 26, 1780.

1 Leffert Leflertson was a son of Auke Lefferts

and Mary Ten Eyck his wife. Ba tized Octo

ber 14. 1711, married Jannetje. dang ter of Aert

Williamson. and died on his farm in Upper Free

hold township. August 4. 1755. His daughter

Mary married Tobias. son of Johannes Po)he

mus and Annetje Ten Eyck his wife. His son

Anclrey Leffortson married Sarah, daughter of

Garret Garretse Schenck and Jannetje Coven

hoven his wife. This last couple are buried in

yard of Brick church, Marlboro.

Tobias Polhemus of Upper Freehold. made his

roved January 22, 1781,

recorded at Trenton. entions sons John. Na

thaniel and Joseph; grandson John son of his

son Daniel; son Leffert or Lefierts; daughter

Sarah wife of Ort Barkalow; Tobias Barkalow,

grandson; daughters Hannah, Catherine. Jane

and Mary; sons Tobias, Benjamin and Arthur.

Q Tobias Hendrickson was a son of (iuisbert

Gilbert) Hendrickson and Elizabeth Polhemus

is wife of Upper Freehold township. Elizabeth

Polhemns was baptized August 13, 1710. and was

a daughter oi'Jobannes Polhemus and Annetje

'l'enEyck his wife. Tobias bad been named for

his maternal grandfather. Tobias Ten Eyck of

Brooklyn, L. I.

Tobias Hendrickson and Rebeka Coward his

wife. lived and died on a farm in Upper Free

hold, and are buried in yard of ”Old Yellow

Meeting House,” known in old times as the

“Crosswicks Baptist church.” It was organized

in 1766 by certificate from the Baptist congrega

tion of Middletown.

Joseph Holmes, Jonathan Holmes and 39 oth

er members of Middletown Baptist church resid

, ion.

ing in and about Grosswicks, desire to organize

a church there and are authorized to constitute

a church and are dismissed from this congrega

tion oi which they are members in full commun

Signed at Middletown, April 5, 1766. Part

for whole:

James Paw,

Joan Casssv.

Gsonon TAYIDB,

Brennan Caawr-'nan,

Aaar. Moaolm,

Jauas Morr.

Gums-r WALL.

OBADIAH HoLsnas,

Tnomss Gaovsn,

EDWARD Tsvma.

Inscriptions on tombstone of Tobias Hendrick

son gives date of death May 7.5, 1811, aged 70 yrs.,

11 mos.. 2 d. His wife died June 8. 1815, aged 72

rs . 7 mos , 10 d. Two of their sons are also

nried here, viz: Samuel and Gilbert.

Samuel Hendrickson died March 13. 1818. aged

44 yrs.. 1 m.. 3d. His wife Alckey, died March

2. I828. aged 58 rs.. 1 m.. 17 d.

Gilbert Hen rlckson died February 21, 1837.

aged 72 yrs., 6 mos. 13 d. His wife Allis (Alice)

died January 28. 1852, ed 84 yrs., 2 m.

Gilbert a son of t e last couple. married

Alchey (Aellje) Conover, a sister of the well

known Samuel Conover, twice sheriff of Mon

mouth county. Ho owned and died on the farm

near Sutphen's Corner in Freehold township.

now owned and occupied by his youn est son

Gilbert Hendrickson, one of I-he leading and

well known farmers of Freehold township.

 

RECORDS OF DANIEL AND CORNEILUS BARKA

LOW, SONS OF DERRICK.

The other two sons of Derrick, viz.: Daniel

and Cornelius, lived and died in Freehold

townshi . Daniel lefl; a will recorded in sec

retaryo state’s oflice at Trenton. In Book

Pof deeds p. 640, etc., is record of a deed

dated April 10, 1806, from Nicholas Barcalow

and Jane his wife, and Daniel Barcalow, both

of Freehold township, to Catharine Throck

morton, widow, of Middletown Point, now

Matawnn), conve ing 4 62-100 acres in ree

hold township. t is noted in this convey

ance the grantors get title to this land under

will of their, father, Daniel Barcalow, dated

February 11, 1791, and also as heirs-at-law of

their brother, Derrick Bnrcalow, deceased.

It therefore appears from this deed that

Daniel Barcalow and Annetje Luyster his

wife, had three sons, Derrick, Nicholas and

Dainel.

Derrick is buried by his father in the old

cemetery near East Freehold. His tombstone

states that he died July 28, 1801, aged 23 y.

10 m. 17d.

Nicholas Barcalow was married January 14,

1806 to Jane Williamson by Zenas Conger,

an elder of the Independent Methodist church,

according to entry in Book A of marria es in

Monmouth county clerk’s oflice. I onot

find any mention of his name afier the ear

1806, and therefore presume that he h

moved from this county.

Daniel, the remaining son married Eleanor,

dau hter of Squire John Holsart and Mary

Pol emus his wife, and removed to Western

New York or Ohio and there settled. I do

not know of any descendant of these three

sons now living in this county.

Cornelius, the third son of Derrick Barks

low, the first settler of this name, had three

sons, Derrick, Stephen and John, who were

baptized in the Dutch church as already men

tioned. All the Barkalows now (1900) resid

ing in Freehold, Atlantic and Howell

townships are descendants of either Derrick

or Stephen.b II] cannot learn>anythit2EF<')f gin qr“ _)/_

t t . - e ' {T9/Y2. -

’°i...§§’i”.k 'fi...‘3.- £i"’a....i "ands w ic

came to him from his father, in the southern

rt of Freehold township. He was a weaver

ytrade and seems to have carried on that

business. After his death one of his sons,

John D., commonly known as “Preacher

Barkalow,” carried 1t on until about 19:55 or

1840. His book of accounts is still in exist

ence, and it may interest some people to learn

what were the usual charges for weaving. I

c’ %}’)'7)|"’e-

7.9’) -a 'l"fY7ol '

9':'o YQ-! 7 5

) <i1<1/qI',T>j,
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have copied two entries from his books as

follows:

1825, March 81. Derrick Barkalow, Sr.,

To John D. BurlI8l0W. Dr

To weaving 10r/ yds. cotton and wool at

10 cents per ya, $1.00

1829, Nov. 15. Henry Barkaiow

To John D. Barkalow. Dr

51.98%

To weaving I5}-.',' yds. all wool at 1 shilling

per yd. .

This account book shows by the charges

that John D. Barkalow carried on several

trades or occupations. There are charges for

making and mending boots and shoes, cutting

and making clothing for men, selling dry

ods anddgroceries, meats, grain and vegeta

les, besi es doing.day’s work in hay and

harvest, making cider, choppiu cord wood

and other work. John D. Barka ow seems to

havebeen what the call a “jack ofall trades.”

A great manyo the Barkalows seem to

have dealt with him, and the following names

appear on his account books: 1816-17, John

Barkalow, Sr., Cornelius D. Barkalow and

Derrick C. Barkalow: 1818-19, Cornelius S.

Barkalow, Peter Barkalow, John Barkalow

Sr., John J. Barkalow Daniel Barkalow an

Matthias Barkalow. between 1820 and 1530,

Cornelius D. Barkalow, Ste hen B-arkaiow,

John S. Barkalow Henr arkalow, Mat

thias Barkalow, and Derric Barkalow, Sr.

John D. Barkalow eems to have lived and

carried on these various occupations in the

dwelling house where his son-in-law, William

B. Hulse now (1900) lives in Freehold town

shi .
'lliie account book from which above items

and names were taken be u August 14, 1816,

and on the first page of this book, in the haml

writing of John D. Barkalow, is the following

motto:

“Deal ’mll rm'!/L all, speak z-nil of none.”

Derric , el est son of Cornelius Bnrknlow

and Jane Auinack his wife, was baptized in

the Dutch church April 7, 1745- married

March 28, 1775, Sarah, daughter of Matthias

Couwenhoven“ and Willianipe Couwenhoven

his wife, of Middletown townshi . She was

born April 12, 1751, and was t e firstborn

child of Matthias Couwenhoven and Wil

liainpe his wife. William was daughter

and only urviviug child of illiam Cornelise

Couwenhoven by his first wife Jannetje Wyck

ofl', adanghter of Peter Wyckoff and Wil

lemptje Schenck his wife, who are named

among the organizing members of the Mon

mouth Dutch church in 1709. Jannetje

Wyckoifdied June 22, 1743, and is buried by

her father in Schanck-Couwenhoven cemetery.

Her husband married March 17, 1744, for his

second wife Antje, dau hter of Ex-Sheriff

Daniel Hendrickson, an then the widow of

his cousin William Jneobse Couwenhoven,

and had two children by her, viz: Cornelius,

baptized April 7, 1746, and Catharine, bap

tized .\pril 16, 1749. Derrick Barkalow and

Sarah Couwenhoven his wife lived on the

farm in the southern part of Freehold town

ship, which came to him frnnn his father. He

devised part of these lauds to his son,John D..

who lived and died there. One of his daugh

ters Alice, married William B. Hulse Sep

tember 27,. 18.32, and she and her hnsban now

(1000) reside on and own this farm. Mrs.

William B. Hulse has in her possession an

old Dutch book rinted at Amsterdam, Hol

land, in 1710, w l<'h once belon t0Sarah

Couwenhoven the wife of Derric Barkalow.

It contains the New Testament, Psalms of

Da.vid set to music, and the Heidleberg cate

chism. It is finely bound in morocco, and at

one time was ornamented with silver clasps

and a ring. This silver, however, has been

removed by some vandal who thought the old

 

* Matthias (sometimes called Martin or Mar

tenus) Couwenhoven, was youngest child of

Jacob Oouwenhoven and Sara Schenck his wife.

He is buried by his parents in Couwenhoven

burying ground, situate on that art of Golden

farm which lays on south side 0 the old high

way from Middletown village to 0gbourn’s cor

ner, called in early times “Plain Dealing” road

The following inscriptions were taken by Mrs.

Lydia H. S. Conover, May 22. 1899, from all the

tombstones on the Conover side.

Jacob Ccnwenhoven (son of William Garretse

Gouwenhoven and Jane Montfort his wife),d.

June 4, 1744. aged 65 y. 4 m. 6 d.

Sarah. (wife of above and daughter of Roelof

Msrt~nse Bchanck and Annetje Pieterse Wyck

gt!' hissdwife), died November 1, 1727, aged 41 y.

m. .

Matthias Couwenhoven, (son of above) died

October 22, 1765, aged 40 yrs.,7m., 18 d. Wil

liampe his wife does not appear to be buried

here. She was then about 33 years old, and may

have married again.

Arinthea,(flrst wife~of Jacob Janse Couwen

hoven and daughter of Jacob Jacobse Couwen

hoven and Margaret Conwenhoven his wife).

died May 4, 1780, aged 88 yrs., 8 m. 23 d.

Eleanor, (second wife of above Jacob and

daughter of John Smock and Elizabeth Janse

Couwenhoven his wife), died April 26, 1788, aged

81 rs , 5 m., 28 d.

acnh Janse Couwenhoven owned and ran

Van Dorn mills near Holmdel village, and mar

ried for his Ihird wife Eleanor orfNelly Schenck.

If he and his last wife are interred here there

are no stones to mark their graves.

Jane Oouwenhoven. (first wife of Matthias W.

Conover, and daughter of Cornelius Roelofse

Oouwenhoven and Jane Tennise Denise his

alife), died December 12, 1820, aged 40 yrs., 9 m.,

Matthias W. Conover and his second wife,

Anne Schenck, are buried in yard of Dutch

church at Middletown villa e.

Sarah Tice, wife ofJohu ’I$ice, died October 28,

1771. fixed -'58 yrs.

Catharine Tice, wife of John Tics, died Novem

ber 24,1785, aged 87 yrs., 2 m., 13 d.

Sarah, relict of John Nivisou, died November

2,1887, aged 80 yrs.

Jacob C-ouwenhoven, (son of Jacob Jacobse

Couwenhoven and Margaret Couwenhoven his

gigs), died January 31, 1774, aged 31 yrs., 3 m.

Sarah Sedam (wife of above), died March 31.

1806, aged 57 yrs., 4 m. 28 d.

William Oouwenhoven. (son of above) died

March 29, 1778, aged 3 yrs., 8 m., 2 d.

A number of persons have been buried here

without any monument to mark their graves.



EARLY DUTCH SETTLERS OF MONMOUTH. 105

silver worth more than the book. The name

“Jannatie \.Vyckoti"’ is written on the front

page, showing that it once belonged to her

an was perhaps a wedding resent from her

arents, '\l\;}l:€l;. she married \8illiam Couwen

oven. e o cwin fainil records a rin this book: g y ppea

Jminalie Wyckoffis born January 20, 1702.

William Kouenhoven is gc-boren in net Jaer

M00. Julv 20

lle has inailvertently written 1600 for 1700,

as the new century had just begun, and he

had not become accustomed to 1700.

William Kr-nen hoven married Jannetie Wyck

o!Y.luly 2 1722.

Then follows births of their children:

C--rneiius Kouenhoven born November 4. 1723.

Williamtee Konenhoven ho n Jul 24. 1727.

Cornelius evidently died in in ancy as he

give this name to ason by his second wife.

'illiamtee was doubtless named for her ma

ternal grandmother Williamptje Sehenck, but

. they have been “stuck” on the spelling of

this name as you or I might easily bc.

The Dutch Testament must have been given

to William -, the only surviving child, when

she was ol enough touppreciate her mother’s

Bible. She. was about 17 years old when her

father married his second wife. Her marriage

license in secretary of state's oflice is dated

July 27, 1749, as follows: Matthias Couen

hoven to Willinmtee C-ouenhoven.” Afler her

marriage she has taken this book to her new

home on the Middletown hills. She has made

only one entrg in it that of the birth of her

firstborn chil as follows:

Apr.ll 12, 1751, my daughter Qarah was born.

This was the dau hter who married Derrick

Barkalow, and she as taken the book to her

new home on the edge of our Southern pines,

where it has remained to this da .

Sarah Couwenhoven, wife of errick Bar

kalow, must have been a woman of strong

religious convictions, for she seems to have

impressed two of her sons, Matthias and John

D. with sincere and hearty belief in the Scrip

tures, and zealous devotion to christianity.

Both of these sons made many sacrifices and

labored all their lives to teach and romul

fiate the gospel. Through her the ,ouwen

oven name of Matthias has been brought

into the Barkalow family.

 

CHILDREN OF DERRICK BARKALOW AND THEIR

DECENDANTS.

\

Derrick Barkalow lived and died on the

lands in Freehold townshi which came to

him from his father Corne ius. Only two of

his sons were baptized in the Dutch church,

viz: Conielius, his eldest son, June 2, 1781,

and Matthias, June 24, 1787. Lucretia was

his firstborn child. She married first, one

Ste hen Wills, July 25, 1790. Was married

to Thomas Stricklin, her second husband,

February 28, 1799, by Rev. Benjamin DuBois.

He states in church record of this marriage

that she was the widow of one, Wills.

Besides above three children he had two

other sons, John D. and Peter. They are all

named in the order of their ages in his will

dated May 12, 1827, groved May 15, 1828 and

recorded at Freeho in Book C of wills, .

66, etc. He rovides first for his wife Sara .

Gives to his an hter Lucretia Strickland, for

life, that rt of island lying south of the

line of Jo n Barkalow, Sr.; bounded on east

by lands of Stephen Barkalow, deceased, on

south bya ditch and on west by Wadell’s

line. At her death these lands were to be

equally divided among her children in fee.

He next devises to his eldest son Cornelius,

another iece of his lands for life with fee to

his chil ren equally, except Derrick C. who

is to have “one-half of an acre at northwest

ciirner of Readle’s woodland, and nothing

c se.

This son was known as Cornelius D., to

distinguish him from Cornelius S., son of Ste

phen Cornelius J. who was probablyason

’ of John Barkalow, bin, and Cornelius ., then

aboy of about sixteen years, and a son of

Cornelius S.

Next follow devises of other portions of his

real estate to his sons Matthias, John D. and

Peter. They are each given a life intermt

with fee to their respective children share

and share alike. Thomas Strickland, is sou

in-law, and his four sons are appointed exec

tors. James VanNote, Cornelius J. Barka

low and Thomas Coward are the subscribing

witnesses.

Cornelius D., the eldest son, married Octo

ber 6, 1800, Mary Harbert or Herbert, and

lived and died on the lands left to him by his

father. He is said to have been buried in the

old Baptist cemetery'-* on the outskirts of

 

* The Baptist cemetery was the site of the first

“meetin house” or church erected by the Bap

tists ln reehold township. '

The Burlington Path as called by the first set

tlers, and later the Mount Holly road, followed

the old Indian path from South Jersey. It passed

through Freehold on same course as Main streem ‘

does now from Dutch Lane road til on 4 Q Te/3 l ‘

Q/rt(/(7,
the corner opposite the Preshy an stone

church or about where the house erected b

Alfred Walters stands. Here the old highway #14?‘ 11’; 5

curved easterly and passed between the “old .

Quay house” now occupied by William M. Mo- ave 7-.-n 0 -L

reau and this cemetery. Just beyond this old

house the road curved back to present lines of id: 1. _

-r0 0 1/ 51

Ho Sf-1.311). ~
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the Smithburg turnpike and ran as present road

to West Freehold. About here too, where the

road curved westerly, and quite near the house

the road iorked; the easterly branch running off

to “Blohmonds Mills“ or what is now the village

of Blue Ball. The -Quay house,” so called, was

erected prior to the Revolution, and at the battle

oi Monmouth was occupied by a number of

British otflcers.

The uliar appearance of the house arises

fiom t efact that when erected it faced squarely

the old Burlington path. and what is now the

rear was then the front. The Baptist church

faced the Blue Ball road. The con regation was

composed princi ally of farmers. w o came from

the country for ve or six miles around.

As soon as the church was built the people be

gan to bury their dead in the adjacent yard.

This church was finally torn down or removed,

and a new edifice erected on the lot where the

paesent church stands in the town of Freehold.

hlle walking with a friend through this ceme

tery one Sunday in summer. and examining the

inscriptions, I thought of thore Sundays when

the people trom "far and near” gathered here

for worship. and the following verses occurred

to me as very descriptive of the great change:

“ Thou hast been torn down. old church!

Thou has’t forever passed away,

And all around this lonely yard

The mossy tombstones lay.

The worshippers are scattered now

ho knelt before thy shrine,

An silence reigns where anthems rose

In days of'Auld Lang Sync.’

“ And sadly sighs the wandering wind

Where oft in years gone by

Prager rose from many hearts to Him,

'1‘ e Highest of the High.

The sun that shone upon their path,

Now gilds their lom.-ly graves;

The zephyrs which once fanned their brows

The grass above them waves.

” Ol could we call the many back

Who'd gathered here in vain, .

Who've careless roamed where we do now,

Who’ll never meet again.

Bow would our very souls be stirred

To meet the earnest guze

Ofthe lovely and the beautiful,

The light of other days.”

Freehold town, but no monument marks his

grave. He left three sous as follows: First,

Derrick C., who married April 12, 1825 Deb

orah Francis, and lived and died on the home

steud in Freehold township, leaving three

sons and one daughter. James Burkulow, the

present active and obliging janitor of the

Ionmouth court house is one of his sons;

Hugh and ('onover Bnrkalow are theothcr two.

Second, Matthias t'., who was married N0

vember 5, 1835, to Elizalieth or Bessie F.nnnons

by John D. Burknlow, an elder of the Inde

penfint Methodist church. Hc left two sons

aud three daughter.- surviving him, viz: ('or

nelius LL, who was also married by lildcr

John D. Barknlow, l‘'eht-nary 5, lsl,l, to Deb

orah Chnmbers, and carried on his trade as

carpenter in the town of Frechold until his

dcnth. He served as n soldier in thc ci\'il war,

and was an obliging uci hbor and u, good cili

zen. Garret, thcsccom son of Matthias ('.,

nmrricd Rebeccn Miller. and is still residing

in Freehold township. His three daughters

werc, Mar l-Iliza,wh0 married Matthias,a son

of Elder ohn D. Barkalow; Kate, who mar

ried William Jonesand removed toOhio; and

Ann, who married James lfirrickson.

Third, Henry, married Eleanor,dau hter of

John Errickson, and had only one chi d born

August 23, 1835, and named James J. He

married Roxanna, a daughter of John Gar

rets of New Egypt, Ocean county, and has

always resided lu the town of Freehold.

For many years he curried on the undertak

ing business in Freehold, and became well

known throughout Monmouth county. He

is still in this year 1900, active, alert, and as

fond ofa practical joke or a little fun as ever,

in s itc ot the sad and solemn occupation of

his ife. I am indebted to him for part of this

family histor .

Matthias, t e second son of Derrick Barka

low and Sarah ('ouwenhoven his wife, was

married September 18, 1808', to Elizabeth Jef

frey by Zenas Conger, an elder of the Inde

pendent Methodist church. Hc resided on :|.

tarm in Wall township and raised his family

there. When quite young he became inter

ested in the religious organization called the

Independent Methodist church, and was ap

pointed as elder. He was very active and

zealous in preaching and tr ing to s read the

tenets ofthis sect. Throug his e orts and

those of another cldcr named John Saplin

Newman, a meeting house or chapel was

erected at what is now Glendola, and services

hcld there every Sunday. He also wasjn

strumental in getting another small house of

worship built near Uur House tavern in How

ell township, and another just west of ('olts

Neck. Hc also compiled and had prinwd and

bound at his own expense a hymn book of

272 ages containing 297 hymns, some of

whici were composed by him. The copy

which I saw was well but plainly bound in

leather and fairly printed on good a r.

This book must have cost Matthias Bar :1 ow

much labor, time and money. The last two

hymns in this book are of his own co|nposi

tion and acrostics, ivin his own name and

that of his wife. T re fol owing is a true copy

of the one which spells his nnme by taking

the first letter of cach line:

HYMN NO. 296. M.

Acaosrio.

My Saviour, my Almighty friend,

Attend my humble cries;

Thy succor and salvation send

To aid ]-ne to the skies.

Hear all my cries for Zion's peace,

In power thy word attend,

A blessing send to all that pray

Salvation to the end.

Break ev'ry bar through which I groan,

And full deliverance send;

Bans0m'ri from all malignant foes,

Kept safe unto the end.

And may my pilgrimage below.

Like conquering Zion end,

O’:-r-coming all. through faithflaxay I,

With all the holy stand.
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Whether this hymn was given out to any

congregation to sing, I am unable to say.

John I). Barkalow, the third sou of Derrick

and Sarah Couwenhoven his wife, was born

October 5, 1789, married March 2, 1814, Eliza

beth, a daughter of Gilbert HendricksonT and

Allis (Alice) Wyckofl“ his wife, of U per

Freehold township. His wife was born cto

ber 29, 1793 and died January 11, 1848. He

died December 31, 1876. They are both buried

in the Baptist cemetery. Close to his grave

is a cedar tree, so near that the branches ex

tend over his grave. It is the only cedar in

this burying ground. I thought it an appro

priate and emblematic monument of this

inan’s life. It should be allowed to remain as

a living memorial of “Preacher Barkalow”

as he was called, who spent his life and means

in trying to do good iii his unpretentious and

homely way to the people residing through

our Southern pines. He had no artificial ed

ucation or training so as to wind adroitélfi

through the difliculties of life, pleasing

and offending no one. He had no diplomacy

to mana e public opinion. N0 adventitious

aids sue as vestments, ceremonies, choirs

and beautiful architecture to impress the pop

ular mind. ile officiated at funerals, married

people and preached, without salary or re

 

1 Gilbert Hendrickson was a son of Tobias

Hendrickson and Rebecca Coward his wife. oi

Upper Freehold township. He is named in To

bias’ will recorded in Book A of Wills, page 430,

at Freehold. Gilbert Hendrickson lived and

died on his farm in Upper Freehold and is

buried in yard of old Yellow Meeting house, as

heretofore mentioned. His will was proved

March 4, 1837. and recorded in Book D of Wills,

p. 60, etc. William Barcslow, Wesley Wilbur

and Daniel Barcalow are the witnesses. He

mentions his wife “Allis” (Alice) and ten chil

dren, among whom are Elizabeth, wife of John

D Barkalow. and Gilbert

His son Gilbert married December 26. 1821,

Alchev (Alice) a daughter ot' Richard Conover

and a sister of the well known Samuel Conover,

twice sheriffof Monmouth county. He bought

and resided on n farm near Sntphen’s Corner in

Freehold township. now owned and occupied by

his youngest son, Gilbert Hendrickson. He had

three other sons, viz: Rulit 8.. James Conover

and Ri<hard Conover, who are now deceased.

His daughter Alice was the first wife of Tunis

Denise. one of our leading and well known

farmers of Freehold I/Ownship. Gilbert Hen

drickson died on the farm where his son Gilbert

now, (1900), fives. January 81. 1847, aged 48 yrs.,

10 mos.. 28 d., and is buried in old Baptist cem

etery. His wife rests by him. She died October

27,I880.aged 78 yrs.,4 mos.,28 d. She was the sec

ond child of Richard Conover, who owned and

lived on the farm adjacent to the farm on which

her son Gilbert now lives. James Conover was

the Eldfir-L Aaron, his third child, married

Francyntje Conover. Eliza, the fourth, married

Joseph Hornor. who carried on the wheelwright

business at West Freehold many years ago.

Samuel, the fifth, was the popular “Sheriff Sam”

of Monmouth county who hung Donnelly. Wil

liam R . the sixth child, lived and died on the

homestead now owned and occupied by his two

sons, Miliard and Frank. Richard, the young

est, married a Miss VanNote, and lived and died

on his farm at Burnt Tavern, (now Ely).

ward save such gifls as gratitude might evoke.

He talked to the people in a lain, unlettered

way, as men talked in every ay business. He

could tell no pathetic or amusing anecdotes or

play the actor in the pulpit, so as to draw a

crowd. He sim ly told the plain truth as he

read it in his Bi le, and would “add no more.”

IIe freqyuently held what were called “wood

meetings, ’ where his words and manner were

as unconventional and natural as the forest

around him. On Sundays even when very

old he would often walk six or ten miles to

preach at some out of the way place in the

pines. The people to this day remember and

often talk about “Preacher Barkalow,” for so

he was generally called.

He was overseer of the Poor in Freehold

township from 1830 to 1840. He was then

elected justice of the peace for this township.

His commission as justice is dated October 30,

1843, and signed by Governor Daniel Haines.

His dockets are in existence and show that

he had not over six or seven contested cases

during his five car’s term. Nearly all the

cases are mark settled, and his total fees in

each case was about 75 cents. Also as elder

of the Independent Methodist church he kept

a careful record of all marriages, funerals and

baptisins, beginning in 1812 and ending in

1873, when he was over fourscore years of age.

His books show 286 funerals attended, and

191 couples married. The last entry is very

feeble and tremulous. Only part of these

marriages are recorded in the clerk’s oflice,

for in many cases no money was left to pay

the clerk's fee for recording. The only record

therefore of many marriages is that in his

book, now in ssession of his son-in-law,

William B. Hu se.

One of his sons named Wicoff, (Wyckofl

the surname of his wife's mother) marri

Elizabeth, a daughter of James Vannote, and

died when a oung man, leaving one child

also named icofl, who was born April 17,

1839. He is the well known overseer of the

or of Freehold township. As will be seen

rom this genealogy he is of unmixed Dutch

blood on both sides clear back to the first set

tler from Holland on Long Island. In his

personal appearance he show all the hysical

characteristics of the Hollander. e stands

six feet in his stockings, and weighs over 200

ounds. Like his grandfather, the preacher,

lie has given carefu attention to the r of

this township who have come un er his

charge, doing for them in many instances

what a father would do for a child. This con

sideration, kinduess and attention which he

has shown to these unfortunates have given

him the re utation of being one of the best

overseers t at Freehold ever had.

The -fourth and youngest son of Derrick

Barkalow and Sarah Couwenhoven was Peter.

He married August 30, 1818, Abigail Long

street, and lived and died in township of

Freehold.
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Matthias and John D. Barkalow were both

elders of the Independent Methodist church.

I am not familiar with the pnrplose or histor

of this sect. In the preface to is hymn boo

Matthias Barkalow laments “immoderate at

tachment to particular opinions or modes of

worship or ceremonies, instead of doing 'us

tice, loving mercy, and speaking the p ain

truth.” “That harmony among professing

christians can only come from having in their

hearts a sincere love for God. This will make

them resemble God in trying to do good to their

fellow men.” ln closing, he says “The da

is fast approaching when Jesus will make a I

the different denominations one.” “Then the

children of God will be a mighty host against

the workers of darkness.”

Several letters are in existence from Elder

Samuel Stanton of Mt. Pleasant, Wayne coun

ty, Pa., Elder Samuel Croaker and others to

Matthias Barkalow, giving an account of

general meetings in lennsylvania, Genesee

county N. Y., and elsewhere.

The ollowing circular was found among Eld

erBarkalow’s papers.In it they s ak for them

selves,andasit was part of the histor of those

days now forgotten, lthink it shoul be publ

ished just as spelled and punctuated:

CIRCULAR LETTER.

DEARLY Bi:Lo\'En BRETHRI-IN:

Wit, the members of the Methodist Inde

pendent or Free Brethren Church, as insti

tuted in the state of New Jersey, being assem

bled in feneral meeting or yearly conference,

agreeab e to revious appointment, Do feel it

our duty to ay something before you to in

courage you to tand fast in the glorious Gos

pel Freedom, and not be entangled in an

yoke of bondage either spiritual or tempora ;

or whom the Son makes free is free indeed,

and, consequently, constitute a part of the

Lord’s heritage, who are baptized into one

body and made to drink into one spirit.

Shurely, dear Brethren, it is not the will of

our God, who has begot us again to a lively

hope in Christ Jesus thro’ sanctification of

his spirit and belief of the truth, that we

should feel the iron arm of oppression from

any who, though assuming to themselves

spurious titles through an overbalance of

owcr in their own hands, seperate from the

ody of the people whom they represent;

which power, when vested in the hands of one

or more individuals, is seldom relinquished

for the benefit of community, which ever ren

der those under such representatives in dau or

of Ministerial oppression and drowns the i ea

that all men are brethren, or that God out of

one fiesh and blood hath made all nations.

Surely, dear brethren, if this superiority, one

over another, accompanied with men’-s tradi

tions confounds the pure language of the

G'()SI'EL O1" (-'lIRIi\."I' and keeps many of

us who profess to be followers of the incck and

lowl Jesus, at sword’s point;—hence it is, we

won d ask the solemn question is it not high

time to forbcar building babels of party to

rend the seamless coat of Jesus? But raise a

standard against such corru tious as split and

divide those whom the LON hath united—for

our Saviour has prayed that we might all be

one as He and the Father is one. Hence it is,

dear brethren, that every thing which milli

tates against love and a general union amongst

christians, must consequently spring out of

the corruptions of the day in which we live:

For scripture informs us that the multitude

that believed were of one heart and one soul;

hence it is that love to God and one another

breathes the pure spirit of the Gospel and

constrains the world to believe there is reality

in the religion of Jesus. Hence it is, dear

brethren, that we congratulate you on the

glad news that light is now bursting forth in

the diflerent states, while many have taken a

decided stand.

On the part of Gospel freedom and scripture

holiness, raying for a reciprocation in

preachin tihe word of 'God and the adminis

tration o the holy sacramentiwe also learn

by a pamphlet lately published in N. York

that a decipline suited to an itinerancy will

shortly appear which we can bid God speed

out of love to souls and a desire for the uni

versal spread of the Gospel of Christ in all the

earth; hence we would praise God that they

that are not a inst us are on our part and

from the best information that we can gether

our main object is one; namely: holiness of

heart, aIpure church and a consistant govern

ment. rom this consideration we can see no

just reason why the various branches of the

church in these United States should not be

brought together in one happy union &c.

And now, dear brethren, in order that such

a union should be brought about the confer

ence have appointed our brother elder, Jesse

Oakley, a missionary in behalf of this branch

of the church of God; whose common residence

is when not traveling, in Broom street, city

o New York, who in conjunction with broth

er R. Caddy, of the same place, are hereb

impowered to form a union with any branc

of the church of God at any time previous to

the session of our next yearly conference

meeting to be held, the Lord willing, on the

5th of October, lS21—at Long Branch in the

townshipzof Shrewsbury county of Monmouth

state of ew Jersey, at which time and place

we solicit all those branche of the church

who are now in union with us or that may at

any time hereafter form a union with us, or

intimate adesire to form a union with us to

send delegates to represent them in the afore

said conference.

N. B. our quarterly conference meetin . will

take place at the following times and p aces:

First at Lon Branch on Saturday before

the first sabbat in January, 1821.

2nd. At Colt’s Neck on the Saturday be

fore the first sabbath in April, 1821.

3d. At the Free Communion Chapel in

Howell on Saturday before the first sabbath

in July, 1821.

Teinporar Quarterly meeting to be held

when and w ere it may be most expedient to

fill up the vacancies, &c.

Signed in behalf of the conference this 10th

day of October in the vearof our Lord 1820.

JESSEE OAKLEY, Prmi’l.

MA'i-riiiAs BARKALOW, Srr’y.
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The second son of Corneilus Barkalow and

Jannetje Aumack, was named for his matern

al firandfather, Stephen Aumack, who was a

mi er by occupation. It is likelly that he

learned how to 0 crate a rist m’ l when a

boy in his grand ather’s mill, for we find him

en ged in this business through life. His

mi was located on Squan brook, about where

the Wyckoff mills are now situated in Howell

township. They were formerly known as the

“old Barkalow mills.” Stephen Barkalow

was born in April, was baptized July 24, 1748,

and lived on his property near this mill. He

married twice. The christian name of his

first wife was Ann, who died July 16 1799.

His second wife was Margaret, who died April

2, 1854.

In Book P ofdeeds, p. 599, in the Monmouth

county Clerk's oflice, is record of a deed dated

Mareh9,1805, from Stephen Barkalow and

Margaret his wife of Howell township, to Wil

liam Barkalow of the same township, which

shows that he must have married again in a

few years after his first wife’s death. Stephen

Barkalow was a soldier of the Revolution,and

distinguished himself by his cool cou at

the battle of Germantown where the on

mouth militia under Col. Asher Holmes was

engaged. He died March 15, 1825, and is bur

ried in the yard of Bethesda church, near

Blue Ball. His will dated January 29, 1825,

proved April 6th, 1825, is recorded in Book B,

8. 433, etc., Surro te s oflice of Monmouth

‘ounty. Samuel orman, John Hulsart and

Jonathan Errickson are the witnesses.

His first bequest is to his grandson Stephen,

son of his son David. He gives to him “his

gun and all the accrutrements.” This was

the weapon he carried during the war and

s oken of in the story re ublished by Edwin
Sldlter in Old Times 1n ld Monmouth. He

evidently prized it hi hly, in thus first nam

ing it in that solemn our when a man exe

cutes his will and realizes that he can take

nothing out of this world except the good will

of immortal minds.

He next mentions Mar Sa rs and John

Sa ers, two of his gran chil ren, and then

or ered all his property sold and roceeds di

vided in eight equal shares, an gives one

share to each of his children who are named,

I presume, in order of their ages, as follows:

John William, Cornelius, Richard, David

and ane. One share to the three daughters

of Hannah Sagers, so they have their mother’s

share between them, and one share to his

grandson, John Sager, equally with his child

ren. He also ivesto his grandson Stephen

son of David Jiarkalow his silver knee an

shoe buckles. From the fact of possessing such

ornaments he must have taken some ride in

his personal appearance. His sons 'illiam

and Cornelius, and his grandson John Sagers

are appointed executors.

John his eldest son, removed to New York

city, where he lived until his death, Septem

ber 15, 1854. I am informed that one of his

daughters named Margaret was married in

this county October 11, 1828, to Robert Havens,

by John Saplin Newman, an elder of the I n

dependent Methodist church. This, however,

may be a mistake. William, the second son,

learned the business of a miller in his father’s

mill. \.\~'hen a youn man he was either em

loyed in or rented t e grist mill lying east of

olts Neck and in that part of Atlantic town

ship which was taken he of Shrewsbury

townshi . They were formerly known as the

“Jake robasco Mills”to distin ish them

from the first Probasco mills, whic are locat

ed west of Colts Neck. During the present

generation the have been known as the Sny

er and Mulin rink mills. While living herc

he married adau htcr of Thomas Parker, who

resided near Smit burg,in Freehold township.

He was the father of Charles Parker, sheriff

of Monmouth county, and randfather of Joel

Parker, twice vernor of ew Jersey. Rev.

John Woodhu l, D.D., married them and he

has thus entered it on record in Monmouth

county clerk's office in Book A of marriages:

“William Barkalow of Shrewsbury townshi ,

to Lydia Parker of Freehold township, Fe -

ruary 1, 1798.”

William Barkalow died Au st 16, 1849,

aged 77 years 7 months, 28 ays accord

ing to his hesdslbue ll] the ard of the Old

Baptist cemetery at Freehol . His name is

here given as William S. Bsrkalow. His wife

is interred by him and the date of her death

given as October 4,1834, a ed 61 yrs., 10 mos.

8 d. They had three chi] ren to grow up and

marry, two daughters and one son, viz:—

Ann, the eldest, married Job Emmons, who

owned and lived on the farm in the township

of Freehold which lies between the farm now

owned by Nathan J . Conover and the farms of

Koert and Elisha Schanck, sons of Henry

Schanck, deceased. This old Emmons farm

was considered one of the best farms in Free

hold township.

Amy, the second daughter, married Daniel

D. Denise. Shc was his second wife.

Thomas Parker, the only son, was born
near (r-olts Neck March 21, 1811; married,

November 3, 1830, Ann, daughter of. John

Woolley of Lon Branch, (born November 9.

1808, died Octo er lst, 1891.) Thomas P.

Barkalow died August 11, 1872, and was bur

ied in Ma lewood cemetery at Freehold. He

left four c ildren, of whom more hereafter.

Cornelius S., third son of Stephen Bar

kalow, was born Februar 22, 1774, mar

ried August 11, 1799 J idah Erricksonr

born July B, i7so, died May 6, 1860), and

ied February S, 1842; buried in Bethesda

church yard. He lived and died on the

farm now (1900) owned and occupied by

Wilson Hendrickson in Howell township,

abouta mile south of Buckshootem bridge.

In Book O of Deeds, page 974 Monmouth

count clerk's oflice, is record of a deed from

this Jornelius Barkalow and Jedidah, his

wife, of Howell township, to his brother

Richard Barkalow of the same township,datcd

September 29, 1804, and conveys one equal
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undivided third part of a tract of 30 72-100

acres in same township. It is described as

be 'nnin at asapling on the north side of

Po ly P brook; and where Poll Pod brook

and Hayst;ick',brook em ty into eteteecunk

river, is called for in the undaries. Cornel

ius S. Barkalow and Jedidah Errickson, his

wife, had the following children:

Hannah Stout, born April 1, 1801, died May

22 1803.

Hannah, born September 22 1804 married

Januagy 19, 1826, to Jesse Cowdrick by James

M. Ch lisééaastor of Up r Freehold Baptist

church, di July 20, 1 71. Jesse Cowdrick

died May 21, 1857, aged 57 yrs., 7 mos., 27 d.

This couple had thirteen children of whom

only one, the wife of Brittain C. Cook who

keeps the well known hostelry at Toms liliver,

is now living. Among their children was

Cornelius, born October 8, 1826, and was asso

ciated with Brittain C. Cook in keeping this

hotel. John B., born December 17, 1828, and

David, born January 13, 1831.

Cornelius C., born August 24, 1812, married

first March 29, 1837, Catharine, daughter of

John Errickson- married second, January 4,

1863, An letty Clayton, awidow, and dau h

ter of Wi iam Bennett. Cornelius C. Bar a

low is now, 1900, in his eighty-eighth year but

in full possession of all his mental faculties.

I am indebted to him for this information

about his near relatives. The dates he fur

nished me from two family bibles in his pos

session. He now, 1900, lives on the old,

Havens farm near Blue Ball which he bought

a number of years a . Prior to this he lived

on the old hoinestea of his father mentioned

above, and now occu ied by Wilson Hendrick

son. Cornelius C. arkalow by his first wife,

Catharine Er-rickson,, had three sons, but no

children by his last wife.

Silas, born May 16, 1839, he married and

settled at Jackson, in the State of Michigan.

He is still livin and it is said has accumulat

edaver lar ortune.

Corne ius ., named for his grandfather,

was born February 8, 1842, and now deceased.

John E., the youngest son, now residing at

Blue Ball.

Cornelius S., the second son deserves more

than a assing notice. Like his reat grand

father tephen Barkalow, who istinguished

himself at the battle of Germantown, so this

descendant, by his cool courage and activity

distinguished himself in several battles during

the late civil war. He enlisted in Company

A 14th Regiment New Jersey Volunteers,

when he was about 21 years old. It will be

seen from the Barkalow enealogy, he was al

most of unmixed Dutch lood for the Errick

sons althou h of Sweedish origin, are nev

ertheless a indred race to the Hollanders.

In his hysical appearance he bore a neral

resemb ance to his cousin, Wicoff Bar alow.

Standin full six feet in height, with broad,

square s oulders, and dee chested, with a

natural military carriage, e attracted atten

tion wherever he went. He was made first

sergeant July 31, 1862, of Company A, then

commanded by Austin H. Patterson; was pro

moted to first lieutenancy Se tember 10, 1864, 'and captain of Compau I, Iiiecember 1 of the

same year. Brevctted {lager for gallant and

meritorious services before Petersburg April 2,

1865, to date from April 2 of that year. See

pa 663, 668 and 1712, Record of Oflicers

an Men of New Jersey in the Civil War,1861

1865. Brought up on a Monmouth county

farm with only such education as our country

schools could give, yet he made as gallant and

heroic an ofllcer as any ever turned out by

West Point. Natura'ly good natured and

kind of temper, with a jovial, fun loving

spirit, he at the same time was very consider

ate of the feelings of others and always ready

to extend a helping hand to those in trouble

or need. Those traits made him one of the

most popular nien in the 14th regiment. His

rapid promotion was due to his zealous dis

charge of duty and his coolcourageous con

duct in battle.

At the battle of Monocacy in Maryland,

July 9,1864 he was shot through the body

just below the heart, and left unconscious on

the field as our men fell back before the Con

federates. Then occurred an incident well

worthy of remembrance, for it shows that

gratitude and chivalry sometimes flourished

in rebel hearts as among the knights of old.

That even in the wild frenzy of battle where

men seek to sla , that influenced by gratitude

they can turn rom slaughter and try to save

life instead of destroying it. I have this ac

count from Colonel Austin H. Patterson and

John II. Hurley, both of whom are still liv

ing, and both had personal knowledge of the

acts.

After the battle of Antietam Captain A. H.

Patterson with part of his company was de

tailed to conduct some rebel prisoners to Fort

Delaware and deliver them to the oificer in

charge. Cornelius S. Barkalow was one of

the non-commissioned oflicers selected for this

dut . These risoners were taken by railroad

to t e city of altimore, and from there trans

orted in a steamboat to this fort. Captain

atterson stated to me that these rebel prison

ers were in a most wretched condition from

want of food,exposure,and from vermin. Some

of them too were suffering from malarial fever

and so emaciated that they looked like living

skeletons. Others, wretc ed and despondent,

had made no effort to relieve their persons

from vermin and had holes eaten in their necks

and hacks. hvhile on the cars they could do

nothing for them, but at Baltimore Sergeant

Barkalow mana in some way to have suita

ble provisions,with some medicines and delica

cies, and clean shirts sent to the steamboat on

which they were to embark. On their pas

sage Barkalow went among them in his frank

and friendly way distributing provisions to

those who could eat, and medicines and deli

cacies to the sick, and clean shirts to all.

When the Confederates were delivered at Fort

Delaware they all shook hands with our men
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and expressed great thanks for the kindness

shown. Now at the battle of Monocacy it

happened that among the confederates was an

oflicer who had been amon those prisoners

and had been exchanged. e at once recog

nized Barkalow as he lay unconscious on the

battlefield. He ordered a private to for a

rebel surgeon whom he knew and w 0 was

near at hand. The surgeon came at once and

was requested by the rebel oflicer to examine

Barkalow. This he did and found that the

bull had passed through his body just beneath

his heart, and that he was bleeding internally.

A silk handkerchief was torn in strips and

one of these strips gassed through this wound

so as to cause the lood to run out. He was

treated with the reatest care and it was this

which saved his ife. Other wounded soldiers

lay around but Barkalow was the only one

who received treatment from the rebels, and

it was due to his generous and kind attention

to those rebel prisoners. The following aff

davit also gives the facts:

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, }ss

COUNTY OF MONMOUTH. '

John H. Hurley, being duly sworn, on his

oath saith that he was a private in Company

A, 1-lth N. J. Vols. That he was in battle of

Monocacy on the 9th of July, 1864. That he

was wounded by a rebel sha shooter so badly

that he could not walk an was left on the

battlefield as the soldiers fell back. That

Cornelius S. Barkalow, then an orderly ser

geant, was also wounded in same fight. That

a ball passed through his bod just below his

heart and he lay near this eponent. That

as this deponent lay there a force of the Con

federate soldiers came up, who or some of

whom. reco ized said Cornelius Barkalow

as said Bar alow had before that time shared

part of his rations with some rebel prisoners

who were half starved. That said rebels saw

condition of said Barkalow, that unless he

bled externally he would die. That some of

them went to said Barkalow and assed a silk

handkerchief through the woun and caused

it to bleed externally, which deponent thinks

saved his life. That said rebels treated him

with great consideration and ains, but did

nothing for this deponent. at they left

said Barkalow and this deponenf there and

we were taken off by our own people alter

wards. This deponent further saith that said

Barkalow was one of the best and bravest of

the under oiiicers of said regiment. That he

was always full of fun and jokes and did all

he could to make his men comfortable and to

see to their wants. That everybody in the

regiment liked him and res ted him.

JOH H. HURLEY.

Sworn and subscribed before me this 16th

day of MW, 1899.

ons . HITLSE, Justice of the Peace.

The testimony of above soldier is that of

every man in this re iment. He recovered

from this wound but efore it was entirely

healed he was back with his regiment and

served until war closed, when he came back

to .his father’s farm. He died from blood is

oinng, caused by what was thought a tri ing

wound in his foot. His death occurred only

three weeks after his marriage. He was buried

in the yard of the old Bethesda church, near

Blue Ball, and his grave there will always be

honored by the people of Monmouth county.

His name will always be remembered and

cherished. If the flowers, strewn each Decor

ation Day on his grave, had the faculty of

speech they could truly say:

“ Blossoms there are for day of troth,

And blushing bride array;

Blossoms to make for trembling feet,

A rosy marriage way.

Daisies that star the early fields

For chubby hands Io hold,

And buttercups which God has sent

To be the babies gold.

But we, a higher fate is ours;

Ordained rom bnd to bloom,

To lie amidst the green, young gram,

Above a soldier’s tomb. .

And when upon his quiet grave

With love and tears we're laid,

And music swells from martial bands, ,

He heard when on parade.

And when the tattered flags are raised

He fought and died to keep.

We feel a stir, through tangled growth,

A thrill from hearts that sleep.

And when the dew falls ilentlg.

With throbbing drums gone y.

We are on guard, we flowers, and prond,

Upon his grave, to die.”

The fourth son of Cornelius S. Barkalow

ad Jredgdah Errickson, his wigei vfilas John 0.,

rn e ruary16,1820, marri ar rwin,

a sister of the well known squire, vi G.

Irwin, who died a few years ago. John C.

Barkalow died at his residence in .the village

of C<eJtlltsJN‘1eek, June 28, r11892. gleig will:was

rov u y 19, 1892, an recor at ree

hold in Book V of Wills, page 372, etc. His

wife and one son, William, survives him and

still reside at Colts Neck.

Richard, (Derrick) fourth son of Ste hen

Barkalow, married February 14, 1807, ar

garet, a daughter of Alexander Low, a promi

nent citizen of Freehold at that time. Richard

Barkalow and Margaret Low, his wife, were

the parents of two sons, William D. and Alex

ander L., and two daughters, Mar Ann and

Cornelia, who died unmarried. T e two sons

lived to,ether in a house on the right hand

side of t e Blue Ball turnpike on the outskirts

of Freehold town and were strongly attached

to each other, but not in any demonstrative

wa .

William D. died unmarried but his brother

married Rebecca A., widow of William Em

mons and died leaving one son,William F.,sur

viving him. The two brothers, as many people

now living will reniember,were plain, prudent,

and reliable men, just what they appeared to

be without cant, quack or pretentious.
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David, the fitth and youn

Barkalow was born Decem er 22, 1780, mar

ried Marcli 2, 1805, um Borden, (born A rll

6 1785, died April 25, 1862) and r.emov to

Wayne county, N. Y., where he raised a fam

ily and died there April 27, 1864. It was to

Stephen, son of this David, that the famous

gun was bequeathed.. .

I have but little information about Jane,

the dan hter of Stephen Barkalow, and who

is named in his will. Cornelius C. Barkalow

informed me that she married one .Stoffel

(Christopher) Probasco and removed with her

husband to the state of Ohio and there settled.

Neither do I know an thin of the Sagers

familyin which the dang ter annah mai.'ri.ed.

Thomas P. Barkalow, the only surviving

son of William S. Barkalow and Lydia Pa.r

ker, his wife, seems to have learned the mil

tson of Stephen

' ler’s business in his father’s mill at Colts Neck.

Soon after his marriage to Ann Woolley he

urchased and moved to a farm near the vil

age of Toms River. He also bought the mill

w ich his grandfather, Stephen, owned. on

S nan brook, now known as Wyckofl”s mills.

A r residing on the farm at Toms River a

number of years he removed to Forked.River.

in Ocean county, and became associated with

his cousin, Stout Parker, in the business of

building schooners for the coasting trade and

in shipping cord wood to the New York and

other markets. In 1858 he bought at Sherifl"s

sale the famous old hostelry in Freehold

known as the Union hotel. Prior to and dur

in the war of independence it was called the

“ 'hite Hall, Tavern.” John Longstreet,

a zealous loyalist, owned and conducted this

tavern when the war began. He was active

in raising a com any for the battalion of Jer

seymen which S eriff Elisha Lawrence com

manded in Skinner’s brigade, and was made

acaptain or lientenant in the British army.

If this old part of the Union hotel could have

spoken many interesting and exciting tales

could have been told of t ose days which tried

men’s souls. Our county records show that

on an inquisition taken June 9, 1778, John

Longstreet was found guilty of joiniu the

king’s army. Judgment was enter and

execution issued directing seizure and sale of

his real estate. The White Hall tavern was

purchased at this sale by Major Elisha Wal

ton. The deed to him is dated June 10, 1779,

and recorded in Book R of Deeds, page 558,

ete., Monmouth county clerk's oflice.

From this time on down to 1834, when Bar

zillai, son of Daniel Hendrickson and Eliza

beth Grover, his wife, became the owner and

landlord, there were several dilferent owners

and landlords and the name was changed to

the “Union Hotel.” From 1844 to 1850 it was

run by the well known Nathaniel S. Rue,who

is still living at an advanced age in the town

ship of Upper Freehold. About 1842 an ad

dition was put up between the old building

and South street which was used until 1856 for

a general countr store, but in that ear it

was made a parto the hotel by Sheriff olmes

Conover -and John Vanderveer Carson, Who

were then the owners. The deed from Sheriff

Samuel Conover to Thomas P. Barkalow was

dated March 23, 1858, and is recorded in Book

G 6 of Deeds, page 126, etc. Mr. Barkalow

carried on the hotel business here until No

vember 18, 1865, when he sold the property

for $14,000. It then included all the land in

the rear of the buildings alon South street as

far as the railroad track. Tliis part of the

pro rty was covered with sheds, barns and

stab es. The entrance to this rear yard was

about where the front of the brick store now

stands from South street. September 11, 1886

the hotel was destroyed by fire which started

in the adjoinin building. The Belmont hotel

now stands on t e site o this old building.

Man changes in methods and customs of

the ol fashioned taverns have taken place

since the day when Mr. Barkalow was the

landlord. I now know of but one hostelry

conducted in the old way and that is the one

at Toms River of which the well known Brit

tain C. Cook is landlord.

When Mr. Barkalow moved to Freehold in

1858, he brou ht with him his wife and two

daughters. e had the following children:

Lydia, born August 21, 1831; married George

Cowgerthwait, w o came of the well known

Qua er family of this name in West Jersey.

Mr. Cowperthwait resided at Toms River and

for many years conducted a general country

store at that place.

William, born December 27, 1833, died

young.

John Woolle , born February 12, 1835

married Mary atherine Conover, at Forked

River, N. J .

Elizabeth, born July 11, 1837, and still re

sides in the old home on Main street in Free

hold, where her father and mother lived the

last years of their lives.

Eleanor Laird, born March 20 1840; mar

ried December 25, 1861, Jose li Stillwell

Conover, who, prior to his deat was asso

ciated as a partner with Hon. Ceorge W.

Shinn in a general country store at Freehold.

Mr. Conover was a very affable and leasant

n.ian and popular with the peo le. e mar

ried in 1875, Mr. Charles L. Ho es, and died

April 25, 1900, leaving three children by her

first and one by her second husband surviving.

Durin the riod when Mr. Barkalow con

ducted t e Union hotel there was but one rail-»,

road running from Freehold, that to James- -

burg. Stages ran to Toms River, Long Branch 'i

and Keyport.

the morning and about sunset in t e summer,

announced the de rture and arrival of the

Keyport stage. T e fare to New York city

by stage and steamboat was fifty cents, or

a out half what it is today. During the first

week of the regular terms of our county

courts the Union hotel would be overcrowded

with jurymen, witnesses, and persons with

law business on hand. The overflow were

lodged at various rivate houses about town

but they all l]08.!'dgrl at the hotel. Mr. Bar

kalow personally looked after the comfort of

each guest and presided at the regular meals.

The sound of a bu le early in l
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He was a man of rotund, gortly figure, broad,

square shoulders and rud y complexion. Of

courteous address and dignified manners he

was the very ideal ofa landlord. The stirrin

times of the great rebellion began and end

during his occupation of this tavern.

The political excitement and discussions,

enlistment of men and later the draft, the

departure and arrival of otiicers and men

from the front, news of battles, men killed or

wounded, and the thousands of wild rumors

gave unusual animation to the daily occur

rences at such a public house. The first meet

ing of the citizens of Freehold to enlist men

for the three months service under President

Lincoln’s call for 75,000 men was held in the

room adjacent to the bar-room. The Freehold

newspapers of that date give an account of

this meeting and the names of the men who

enlisted. One tall thin fellow enlisted that

evening who wore a pair of new and heavy

cowhide boots. Some one inquired what he

got such boots for? He very earnestly re

plied “to stam the bowels out of the di

rebels.” In t enews of the first battle the

re ort came back that this chap had hidden

be ind a big log. So the rebels never suffer

ed any from those boots. During this eriod

Mr. Richard Davis, generally called ' Uncle

Dick” Mr. Thomas M. Vanderveer and his

son, D. Au nstus Vanderveer, Lewis Hofi’

man, Rev. ilbur F. Neil, the youn and

popular rector of St. Peter’s church an sev

eral other bachelors and widowers boarded

and lodged there.

The utmost harmony and good feeling pre

vailed among them for there were no 'lady

boarders.” I'hey all became warm friends of

Mr. Barkalow and family. While there was

no glitter, tinsel or pretensions yet everything

was substantial and comfortable and ke t

scrupulously clean and neat under the watc -

ful supervision of Mrs. Barkalow and her

daughters. Domestic affairs in a private

home could not have moved along more quiet

ly and orderly. In the fall an winter the

bar-room was a kind of socinlcluh for the

business and professional men of Freehold.

Well supplied with cushioned seats along the

whole side next to South street, and comfort

able armed chairs with a great stove in the

center of the bar-room, hardly an evening

passed but what they were occupied. The war,

politics, law suits, horse races and horse trades,

interspersed with stories and anecdotes were

the principal subjects of conversation. Gov

ernor Parker, Dr. John Vou ht, A. R.

Throekmorton, SheriffSut hen, S erift" Sam

Conover, William V. War , Joseph D. Bedle,

and many others of our leadin citizens,

dropped in nearly every evening. heir stay

would be short or long according to persons

resent and the subject discussed. A wonder

tul change in the social relations of Freehold

has taken place since then. The 'acent

room was used for public meetings, trials of

justices court cases, auctions, etc. Mr. Bar

kalow was respected by everybody. Good

natured, frank and consistent in his dealings,

he had no enemies. Generous and kind heart

ed, he had many friends. I never heard a

profane or vulgar word fall from his li s, nor

anfv. harsh criticism or condemnation 0 others

be ind their backs. In many solid r ualities

of heart and head Thomas P. Barks ow, the

landlord of the Union hotel,had few equals and

no superiors among the people of Freehold.

 

THE HENDRICKS OR HENDRICKSON FAMILY.

Daniel and Wilm Hendricks, as they wrote

their names and were called amon their own

folks were brothers and sons of Hendrick

Hendricks by his first wife. They came from

Flatbush, in Kings county, Long Island, to

Monmouth county about 1692 or 1693, and

settled on a tract of land at what is now Hol

land in Holmdel township. This land has been

in the continuous ownership and occupation

of the descendants of Daniel Hendricks, the

pioneer settler, down to the present year 1900,

or over two centuries.

The late Hon. William Henry Hendrickson,

who twice represented Monmouth in the New

Jersey senate, was born, lived, died and was

buried on this homestead farm, as his father,

grandfather, and great-grandfather who was

the youngest son of the first settlerl ad been

before him. I therefore take up Daniel Hen

dricks and his posterity before his brother

William, because the latter has no descend

ants living in this vicinity.

We find Daniel Hendrickson first mentioned

in Book (.' of Deeds, p. 78, in our county

clerk’s oflice. An agreement dated September

23, 1693 is here recorded between Daniel

Hendrickson and “John Gihbonson” as name

is spelled, of Flatbush, Kings county, L. I.,

of the one part, and William Whitlock of

Middletown, Monmoutit count , of the other

part. It seems they had on eptemher 22d,

1692, leased of Whitlock 104 acres of land, de

scribed as partly bounded by Mahoras brook,

and they now agree to pay him £25 in yearly

installments until whole is paid by lOth of

March, 1697 and Whitlock agrees to convey

it when whole sum is paid. Daniel Hendrick

son conveyed 28 acres of this tract to Gybert

sen or Guisbertsen as name is s elled, who

with Ester his wife, by deed dat December

22d, 1701, conveys it to John Ruekman. This

Guisbertsen was the progenitor of the Giber

son family as name was afterwards spelled,

and I think was really a VanPelt.

In Book I of Deeds p. 166, secretary of

state’s oflice, Trenton, J., is the record of

a deed dated May 16, 1698 from John Whit

lock and uh'y his wife, late of Middletown
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township but then of Freehold, to Daniel

Hendrickson, conveying 104 acres for the con

sideration of £164. This land is described as

situated at Strawberry Hill now occupied by

Daniel Hendrickson bounded south by lands

late of William Wliitlock, east by lands of

Thomas Whitlock, north by a small run com

ing from the hills, and west by another small

brook; which 104 acres John Whitlock with

other tracts of land got from the roprietors

of East Jersey by patent dated anusry 20,

1676. Also another tract bounded northerly

b James Wall’s land, westerly by John

VKhitlock's land, southerl b land late Wil

.liam Whitlock, and east ahoras brook.

Also 13 acres of salt meadow at Shoal Har

bour, bounded north by the creek.

In this same Book I of Deeds, p. 184, etc.,

-is record of a deed dated February 5, 1706,

from Thomas Cooper of London, England, a

merchant to Obadiah Bowne, Garret Wall,
Gershom rMott, James Hubburd, James Gro

ver, James Cox, Joseph Cox Richard Stout,

Daniel Hendricks, Obadiah Holmes, William

Lawrence, James Lawrence and Benjamin

Lawrence all of Middletown township, in

Monmouth county. Cooper, for the consider

ation of £260 pounds, conveys tothem one full

'equal half -propriety, or 48th part of all lands

taken up or to be taken up in the Eastern

Division of the Province of New Jersey, ex

cepting only 5,000 acres already taken up by

said Cooper in right of first division, and Ni

acres taken up in right of second division of

said half propriet or 48th part of said

Eastern Division o New Jersey, and which

nrc already sold b.v said Thoinas Cooper. Hc

also conveys by this deed 600 acres of land at

Barnegat, in what is now Ocean county.

On page 194, etc.,oi' this some Book I of

Deeds, is record of a deed from Olnidiah

Bowne and rest of grantors aforesaid cxccpt

Daniel Hendricks, to said Daniel Hendricks

dated February 5, 1706. It recites that said

grantors with said Daniel Hendricks, pur

chased of Thomns Cooper one-half propriety

or 48th art of the undivided Eastern Divi

sion of ew Jersey, and also 600 acres of land

at Barnegat; and by this deed they convey to

said Dainel Hendricks, his heirs and assigns,

a tract of 1-ll acres and right to take up 184

acres more under the second and third divi

sions. They also convey to him 21 acres of

land and marsh at Barnegot.

In this same Book I of Deeds, p. 376, is rec

ord of a deed dated December 7, 1709, from

Richard Hnrtshorne and Margaret his wife to

Daniel Hendrickson, John Schenck, Garret

Schenck, Cornelius Couwenhoven, Peter

Wyckoff, all of Middletown, in Monmouth

county, conveying to thcin three tracts ofland

at aplace called by the Indians “Conescunk.”

The first tract contains 200 acres and lays next

to bay. The second tract contains 70 acres

and is situate on west side of “Conescunk

Neck.” The third tract is made up of several

pieces of meadow containing in all 50 acres.

Minutes of Monmouth county courts labelled

No. 1, 1688-1721, show that Daniel Hendrick

son was n grand juror at March term, 1699.

He was again summoned to serve on grand

jury .Marc 26, 1700, when the new judges

appziinted by Governor Andrew Hamilton,

too their seats for the first time. As has

been already explained Daniel Hendrickson

with many others of the Middletown ple

refused to serve or to recognize the ant ority

of these judges. For this he was fined $10

and the sheriff was ordered to make the money

lg seizure and sale of his personal property.

is brother, William Hendricks, is named

among the men who broke up the court March

25,1701, and held Governor Hamilton, the

count Judges and other oflicers prisoners for

four ays. The surrender by the Pro rietors

of the right of government to the 'nglish

crown in 1702, brought about an entirely new

condition of affairs, and settled for a time

their old r uarrels and nnimosities.

Daniel lendrickson * was appointed one of

 

* Tenntje Thyse Laen Van Pelt. the mother of

Daniel Hendrlckson's wife, came to America

with her father and settled at New Utrecht. L.

I. Herlbrother Guisbi rt married,',Jauneije Adrm

anse Lnmbersen. and removed to Monmouth

county. He wrote his name or was known as

”Gisbert Laen,” and he and his wife are among

the organizing members of the Dutch church in

1709. Be had the following children:

Adraan, b. —, married Marytje Smak (Smock).

Jannlje b. —. died single.

Wilhelmynlje, bap. Sept- 18. 1677; married Wil

liam Hendrick, Ihe brother of Daniel Hendrick

son. Her name appears as ”Wlllismpe” on rec

ords of Dutch church in 1709.

Mathys, bar. Aug. 23, 1879; died young.

Catalina, bap. April 24, 1681; married Elyas

Di-Hart.

Mutthys, bsp. March 30, 1883; married Anlje,

daughter ofGarret Bchanck and Neellje Voor

hees his wife. of Pleasant Valley.

Cornelius, hap. April 3. 1685. .

Mary, bap. March 3. 1689; married Ferdinand

Vanaiclen.

Joost (Joseph) died single and was blind.

Maiksn or Movka married Stoflls Longstreet

and they were the parents of Stofile Longstrect

who settled in Upper Freehold township.

Tobias Hansen of Dover, in New Hampshire.

conveyed to Gilbert Lane of New Utrecht, L. 1.,

200 acres in Shrewsbury township, by deed dated

March B0, 1699 recorded in Book D of Deeds .

128 Monmouth county clerk’s ofllce. In Book

of Deeds, p. 844, etc.. Gilbert Lane of Mlddle-

town township, conveyed to his son Matihiss

Lane, 460 acres which Alexander Innes had

deeded to him Anril28.1709. Gilbert Lane made

his will Nov. 7, 1720; proved May 27, 1727, and re

corded st Trenton in Book B of WlllF, p. 66, etc.

Names iis wife Jane, and all his children.

S aks of his daughter Wiliimea who married

illiam Hendrickson, as deceased, and also her

husband as dead.

Gilbert Lane had a brother Pater who settled

in Monmouth, and was known as Pieter Tyson.

In Book E, p. 814, etc., Monmouth county rec

ords, is a deed dated October 6, 1709. from John

Bowne to Peter Tysen and Derrick Tysen of New

Utrecht, and John Tysen of Brooklyn, L. I., for

750 acre= at Wiquetunk. This roperty was af

terwards conveyed to Roelt' Sc anck. 8eepsge

813 “Old Times in Old Monmouth.” Some of this

family removed to Bucks or Lancaster county.

Pennsylvania, and retained the surname Tysen.

Those who remained here spelled their name

“Tice.” The Lane. Tysen or Tice, Pietersen and

Giberson surnames are all derived from a Van

Pelt progenitor.



 

 

  

Dwt-lling h0usc on Hcndrickson h0nwstead at Holland, N. J. The

original part was built by Daniel llendricks0n. the first settler. be

tween 1700 and 1720; remodeled and enlarged by the late H0n. \Vil1i:nn

II. llendrickson.
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the constables of Middletown township in

1704-5 and three years later sheriff of the

county. He was the first Netherlander to

hold this ofiice. We also find him and his

wife, and his brother William and wife among

the organizing members of the Dutch church

in 1709, and a few yearslater he was an Elder.

He was also appointed captain of the militia

of Middletown township.

_,Daniel Hendrickson married in Brooklin

e/' Catherine, daughter of Jan Janse \-'anDy

V and Tenntje Th S8 Laen vtlu Pelt his wife.

Daniel Hendric son died in January, 1728,

leaving his widow and 11 children survivin .

The following is a certified co y of his wi l

recorded in Book No. 2 of W' s, p. 491, etc.

The scrivener who wrote it was evidently

ignorant of the Dutch language as he has

iven the English names for some of the ehil

ren, while he has s elled others according to

sound. Tryntje is utch for Catharine, but

in writing the name of Daniel Hendrickson’s

wife he spells it “Taytye.”

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN.—I Daniel

Hendricks of Middletown in the county of Mon

inouth and Eastern Division of ye Province of

New Jersev Gent. This Sixteenth day of Novem

ber in the Year of our Lord one Thousand seven

hundred At Twent Seven. being very Sick &

weak ofB~dy buto aSound Mind and Disposing

Memory (Thanks be to God for ye Same &. call

ing to mind ye uncertainty of this present Life

knowing That it is appointed for all Men once

to Dye) Do make & declare this to be my Last

Will & Testament as fclloweth Vizt. first &

principally I recomend my Soul to Almighty

God that gave it and my Body to ye Earth from

whence it was taken to be buryed at ye Di3CI'\

tion of my Esecutors herein after named and as

T0uching Such Wordly Goods and Estate asit

hath Pleased Almighty God (far Beyond my

Deserts) to bestow upon me I give Devise & Dis

iiose of ye Same in Manner & form following

Viz IMPRIMIS my WiH is that all my Just

Debts bejustly and truly payd by my Execntors

hereinafter named and for That end 8: purpose

my Will is. and I do by These Presents give To

my Three Execuiors. or in case of Death or Re

fuzal to any two of Them full power to sell and

Dispose of my Two Largest Lotta of Wood Land

on Conescunk Neck & my Land at Barnegate &

Right to Propriety, pt I give & Devise to my Son

Hendrick the plantation on which he Dwells.

formerly Benjamin Stouts, and the full halfe of

all my Lotta of Meadow at Conescunk on con

dition that he pay the Sum oi: Three hundred

Pounds to my Seven Daughters in such Payments

& at Such Times as hereafter expressed VIL

That 'oe pay to my daughter Catharine the Sum

of thirty seven pounds Ten shillings at ye Time

of her Marria e or ye Age of Twenty one Years

which shall rst happen & to my Daughter

Jonayfye the sum of Thirty seven pounds Ten

shillings at ye Time of her marriage or ye a e of

Twenty One Years which shall first happen e

Remaining Two hundred Twenty five pounds y

equal parts to my Seven Daughters Namely

Ghesye. (Geesie) enntye. (Tenntje), Mayklje,

Ga'.harine,Anne, Francis (Francyntye), & Janayil

ye (Jannetje), the first Payement to commence

tour Years after my Decease to my Eldest Daugh

ter & so on yearly the Like Sum to ye Next old

est till e Seven Daughters hath Received ye

same. hat Then I Give & Devlse the sd Lands

and Meadows to m Son Hendrick Hendricks

his heirs & Assigns or Ever, pt I give and Devise

to my Son John the plantation whereon he

 

Dwells that I purchased of Stephen Warne, on

condition That he pays the sum of five hundred

pounds to my Daughters as hereinafter expres

sed viz That he pay to my Daughter Anne ye

Sum of Thirty Seven pounds Tenn Shillings at

e Time of her Marriage or ye age ot'Twenty one

ears which i-hall first happen and ye Remain

ing Two hundred Sixty two pounds Tenn shil

lings by equal parts to my Seven Daughters above

named, the first payment To Commence Four

Years atter my Deceaee. to my Eldest Daughter,

and so on Yearly the Like sum to ye Next oldest

till ye beven Daughters have received ye same.

That then I Give & Devise the said Plantation to

my Said Son John his Heirs & Assigns forever.

pt. I give and Devlse to my Son William ye

Remaining halfe of My Salt Meadow Lotts at

Conescunk & to him his heirs and Assigns for

ever and m Will is That the fee simple of the

Three Hun red Acres ofLand I Lately purchased

from ye Executor: of Obadiah Bowne Deced be

settled & Confirmed to my said Son William his

Heirs & Assigns forever on condition Th at he

gay ye Sum of four Hundred pounds to my

aughters as herein After Expressed viz: That

-he pay to My Daughter Francis (Francyntje) the

sum ofThirty Seven pounds Tenn Shillings at yo

Time of her Marriage or the Age of Twenty One

Years which shall first happen and ye Remaining

three hundred Sixty-two pounds Ten shillings by

equal p rts to my Seven Daughters Above named

the first payment to commence Six Years after

my Decesse to my Eldest D ,nghter and so on

Yearly the Like Suinto ye Next oldest till ye

Seven Daughters have Received the Same. pt.

I give and bequeath to- my Loving Wife Taytye

the use of my Homestead plantation & three

parcels of Laud more. the One I purchased of

Jarai. Wall, one of John Wall & a parcel adjoyn

ingto Wailens Land, and my Salt Meadow at

Shoal Harbor with the use of m Personal Estate

for & During the Term ot her idowhood, if the

Same continue Not Longer than That my Young

est Son Daniel Attain ye Age of Twenty One

Years. If at That Time she be my widow un

marr d my Will is that ye Said Lands be Equally

Devi ed between her and my Said Son Daniel

During her Widowhood and at the Expiration

thereof, I give and Devlse all ye Lands and

Meadow I have herein given her the use of to my

Said Son Daniel His heirs 80 Assigns for Ever on

condition that he Pay to my Seven Daughters

the Sum of Three hundred & fltty Pounds VIZ

fifty Pounds to my Eldest Daughter within One

Year alter he is o the age of twenty One Years

and Lawfully possessed of the whole Plantation

and so Yearly fifty Pounds to ye Next Eldest till

ye Seven Daughters have Received their fifty

ounds a Piece, and Personal Estate Equally to

all my Children. pt. I give and Devise to my

Nephew Daniel Hendricks a small Lott of Land

I have in Amboy urchased of Stephen Warne

VIZIr TO Danie Hendricks, the Son of my

Brother William Hendricks his heir & Assigns

forever pt. I give & Devise Two Small Parcels

ofU land at Conescunk called ye Landing and

Lan lng Lotta, Equally to my four Sons Namely

Hendrick, John, William & Daniel and To their

heirs & Assi ns for ever as Tenants in common

t. and Last y I do Nominate & appoint my son

endrick Hendricks and my Sons in Law

Rocleff Schank and Jonathan Holmes, Junr.,1‘

1* See letter of Jonathan Holmes ex laining

this will on page 309 “Old Times in O d Mon

mouth. Jonathan Holmes was the eldest son of

Obadiah Holmes and Alice Ashton his wife. He

was known as Jonathan Holmes, Jr., to distin

guish him from his uncle Jonathan Holmes, Sr.,

who is buried in old Topanemes graveyard.
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. That

Executors of this my Last Will and Testament

to see ye Same executed.

IN TESTIMONY whereof I have herennto Sett

my Hand 8: Seal the Day & Year first Above

Written Signed Daniel Hendricks with a (Seal)

SIGNED. SEALED and PUBLISHED by Daniel

Hendricks as his Last Will & Testament i.u ye

Presence of Cornelius Wyckof. Johanuis Leiister

g'uyster), Cornelius Dooren (Doorn), William

awrence Junior.

WILLIAM BU RNET, Esqr. Captain General

& Governour in Chief of ye Provinces of New

Jersey, New York and Territories thereon de

pending in America, and Vice Admiral of ye

same &c, KNOW YE That in ye County of Mon

mouth in ye Province of New Jersey, The Twen

ty Ninth day of January one Thousand seven

hundred & Twenty Seven, The Last Will and

Testament of Daniel Hendricks Late of Middle

town in ye County of Monmouth yeoman Deced,

was proved hetore LAWRENCE SMYTH who is

Therennto by me authorized and appointed for

purpose. having while he Lived and at 5 e

Time of his Death. Goods, Chattels & Credits in

Divers places within This Province, by Means

Whereofye full Disposition of all & Singular ye

Goods Chattels & Credits of y.e said Deced, and

ye Administration of Them. also ye hearing of

Account, Calculation or Reckoning and the tlnal

Discharge and Dismission from ye Same unto

me Solely and not unto any Other Inferiour

Jndge are ltianifestly known to belong, and the

Adn'inistraton of all & Singular 5 e Goods chat

tels & credits of ye said Deced, & his Last Will

and Testament in any Manner of Ways Concern

ing was .Granted unto, Hendrick Hendricks,

Roelefl Schsnk & Jonathan Holmes, ye Exec

utors In the sd Last will & Testament Named

Chiefly of well & Truly Arlministring the same,

and of making a True and perfect Inventory of

all & Singular ye Goods Chattels and Credits of

ye said Deced and Exhibiting ye same into ye

Registry of ye Prerogative Court in ye Secreta

rv's omce at on or before ye Twentyeth day of

June next Ensulng & ot' rendering a just & True

Account when tlierennto required.

IN TESTIMONY whereof I have caused ye

PREROGATIVE SEAL of ye sd Province of

New Jersey to be herennto Atlixed at Burlington

in New Jersey Afd. ye 22d Day of February in ye

First Year of our Reign

JAMES SMITH Secry.

Geesye, b. Oct. 9, 1696, at Flatbush, L. I.;

m. 1714, Roclef, eldest son of Jan Schenck

and Saarije Couwenhoven his wife of Pleas

ant Valley, in whatis now Holmdel township.

She died September 20, 1747, and was buried

in Schenck-Couwenhoven cemetery. Her

headstone is still in a state of good preserva

tion, and gives her age 50 yrs. 11 mos. 11 d.

Her husband is buried by her, and his age

iven as 73 yrs., 10 mos., 28 days. Roelef

gcheuck became a communicant in the Dutch

church of Monmouth county in 1715, and his

wife 32 ears later or in 1747. Her brother, ,

Daniel endrickson, and his wife Catrina

Couwenhoven, and her sister Jannetje, then

the widow of Roelef Couwenhoven, joined the

church at the same time. See page 87 of Well’s

address at Brick church. Six of Daniel

Hendrickson’s daughters became members of

this church, or all exce t Catharine. k Geeyse

Iiendrickson and Roe ef Schenck her hus

band, had the following children:

Sarah, b. May 22, 1715; m. Dec. 1, 1734,

Joseph Vanlilater, (b. Feb. 5, 1710, d. Oct. 15,

1792), and died Sept. 1,1748, aged 33 y. 3 mos.

9 days, according to inscription on her head

stone un family burying-ground on old Van

Mater homestead in Atlantic township. The

names of her children have heretofore been

.published in genealogyoftheVauMater family.

Katrinje, bap. March 19, 1717, died young.

Kalrya, (Catharine) bap. Dec. 21, 1718; m.

first, Simon DeHart; second, Peter, son of

Jacob Couwenhoven and Sarah Schenck his

wife. The marriage license of last couple is

recorded in oflice of the secretary of state at

Trenton. It was granted July 27, 1749. The

names of her six children b these two hus

band a 310oi.i)ii<,.’.’.’.’.°$'u'ii§’." Page ° “Old Times in

Jun, I). January 22, 1720' m. Nov. 26, 1741,

JIl.Cr)ul].lyul18, daughter of Cornelius Couwen

hoven and Margaretta Schenck his wife of

Pleasant Valley; died Juue 27, 1749, s ed 29

y., 5 inos., 5 day, according to his headstone

in Schenclr-Con we.nhoven cemetery. His wife

is not buried by him. She may have married

a second husband.

Daniel, ba . May 26, 1723; d. Sept. 20,1747.

l\ccltje (E esnor), b. Se t. 10, 1724; m. Oct.

12, 1.744, Garret, son of acob Couwenhoven

and Saartje Schanck his wife, b. Nov. 5, 1716,

ii. Dec. 9, 1797), and died ov. 25, 1800.

She is buried by her husband on Conover

homestead near Tsylor’s mills, Atlantic town

ship. The names of her children have been

hleretofore given in the Couwenhoven gene

a 0 y.

endrick b. July 29, 1731, married his

cousin Cat arine, daughter of Jonathan

Holmes, Jr., and Tennt e Hendrickson his

wife. Their marriage icense was granted

Feb. 28, 1749. He died on his farm near

Brick church Marlboro township, August

24, 1766 aged 35 yrs., 25 days, accordingto

his headstone in Schenck-Couwenhoven yard.

H.e.lefl. one son Rulef and four daughters sur

vivin . strange coincidence attends Hen

drick s will and his father’s will. The have

same subscribing witnesses were prov same

year, and are both recorded in Book I of Wills

at Trenton, N. J.

Engelt.ie, bap. April 28, 1732, died young.

Tenntje, (Antonia), bafi. in Brooklyn,

April 9, 1699; nr. 1715, onathan Holmes,

J r., eldest son of Obadiah Holmes and Alice

Ashton his wife. Tenntje was the first of the

seven daughters of Daniel Hendrickson to

join the Dutch church. This was in 1737.

Her husband, Jonathan Holmes, J r. was so

called to distinguish him from his uncle, Jon

athan Holmes, Sr., and Jonathan Hohnes,

minor.

Jonathan Holmes, Jr., mnde his will Sept.

6, 1766; it was proved Nov. 2, 1768, and re

corded at Trenton in Book K of Wills, p. 264.

The witnesses are Obadiah Holmes, Obadiah

Holmes, Jr. and Asher Holmes. He de

scribes himself as “I, Jonathan Holmes, Jr.,

of Freehold township.” He devises all his

real estate to his sons William and James



 

Front view of house erected hv Hendrick Hendrickson on his farm in

l’icas:rnt Valley, N. J.. hctwcen 1730 and 175).

I'h0t0gr:]phed in 190() by .\Irs. L. H. S. Conover.

   

Rear view of h0uw erected by Hendrick Hendrickson on farm in Pleas

ant Valley. N. J.. between 1730 and 1750.

Ph0t0graphed by .\|rs. L. H. S. ('0n0vcr in summer of 1900.
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baptized Jacobus).

onathan, John, Daniel, Samuel

dren of his son Jose h, deceased. His daugh

ters named in this wi l were Alice Van Brakle,

Catherine Schenck, and Mary. Obadiah

Holmes, the father of Jonathan Holmes, Jr.

was the eldest son of Jonathan Holmes and

Sarah Borden his wife, and was born JulJ

17th, 1666, at Gravesend, on Long Islan .

with Capt. John

He also mentions sons

and chil

They were probabl staying

Bowne who lived t ere, an who had married

L dia Holmes, a dau hter of Rev. Obadiah.

T esettlement at Mi dletown in Monmouth

county was bein eflected, and Jonathan

Holmes with his mily remained at Graves

end until his dwelling-house could be built

and made read for occu ation. The next

year, 1667, we nd this onathan Holmes

among the first officers elected in the town

ship of Middletown.

Jonathan Holmes, whose name appears so

prominently on our firs.t records from 1667 to

1684, was born in 1637 in England, and came

with his father to America in 1639. He was

the firstborn and eldest son of a man famous

in the annals of the Baptist church and who

was a zealous preacher of this faith at New

rt, R. I., from 1652 to his death in 1682.

4 f John Bowne, who was the leading spirit

o t is colony from Gravesend to Monmouth,

had married his daughter, and he doubtless

lent him his name and influence to make this

enter rise a success. His name appears on

Nico s patent of 1665 as one of the atentees,

but he never removed here. Two o his sons

Jonathan and Obadiah, represented him and

his interests. The latter, however, only re

mained a short time, for we find him residing

on Staten Island and a justice of the Peace

there under Jacob Leisler. The troubles arising

from his connection with this man led him to

remove to Salem county, N. J., where he

lived the rest of his life. Jonathan Holmes

remained in Monmouth until 1684, and then

returned to Rhode Island where he remained

until his death in 1713.

His will was proved Nov. 2nd of that year

and is recorded at Newport, R. I. He devised

all his real estate in Monmouth county equal

ly to his sons Obadiah and Jonathan, who

both settled lived and died here. Obadiah

'"—*married Alice Ashton as alread stated, and

Jonathan Holmes J r. was his rstborn and

eldest son. Jonathan Holmes, the first settler,

was one of the trusted leaders next to Capt.

John Bowne, both in industria , religious and

civil matters of the early colonists. He was

a depu to the first general assembly which

met at lizabethtown in 1668. The next year

he was dismissed for refusing to take the oath

of allegiance to the Proprietors. Soon after

Governor Carteret sent commissioners to the

people of Monmouth demandin their submis

sion and obedience to the Lor' s Proprietors

as they randiloquently called themselves.

The peopfir of Shrewsbury managed to evade

committing themselves. The eo le of Middletown spoke out boldly and tlrlankly, and

their answer is recorded in full in the old

Town Book of Middletown. It is well worth

reading as it is the first public declaration for

popular rights against government by favor

itism and caste ut forth on this American

continent. Tra ition reports that Jonathan

Holmes, who had been rejected as a deputy

for refusin to take the oath of allegiance and

fidelity to t e Proprietors, framed this answer.

Neither the proclamation of Charles I, King

of England, orderin them to submit, nor this

threat of Governor arteret that they would

be unished as “mutineers” or rebels, seems

to ave intimidated them. It isa strong,

honest and sensible declaration of their rights,

a.nd shows what a difierence then, as ever

since, has existed between the people of the

two ori 'nal townships.

Jonat an Holmes’ son Obadiah married in

1696 Alice, (b. 1671, d. 1716), daughter of

James Ashton and Deliverance Throckmor—

ton, his wife. Obadiah Holmes died April 8,

1745, leaving a will dated Dec. 24, 1744,

proved April 17, 1745, and recorded at Tren

ton in “D” of Wills, p. 265, etc. He mentions

Jonathan, Obadiah, James Samuel, Joseph

and John, six sons, and Deliverance, wife of

Jose h Smith, and Mary, wife of James Mott,

two aughters. He gives his homestead farm

at “Ramnessin,” on Hop Brook, in resent

township of Holmdel, to his son Jo n and

hislands at Crosswicks, (now U per l’ree

hold), to his son Joseph, whose escendants

have owned and resided on it to this da .

Our resent chosen freeholder from lpper

Freeho d township Joseph Holmes, now

owns this homestead and is a lineal descend

ant of this son of Obadiah Holmes to whom

he devised these lands. Obadiah Holmes was

sheriffof Monmouth in 1699, and one of the

leaders of the people in breaking up Gover

12]8]' l{0amilwn’s court at Middletown, March

’, l7 1.

Obadiah's son Samuel, (b. April 17, 1704,

d. Feb. 23 1760), married Dec. 7, 1731, Hul

dah, dau liter of Gershom Mott and Sarah

Clayton is wife, and lived and died on a farm

called “Scotschester," in the present town

shi of Marlboro. They were the parents of

As er Holmes, (b. Feb. 22, 1740 d. June 20,

1808), who was first sheriff of Monmouth

county under our Republic. He was Colonel

of our county militia and of state troops, and

was en in the battles of Germantown,

Princeton and Monmouth. He also repre

sented Monmouth in the state council in 1786

88. The oflicers of our Monmouth militia

during the Revolution were neither profes

sional soldiers nor Literary or learned men.

They never made any efforts to per .tuate the

memor of their deeds, and never c aimed any

particu r credit for doing what they thought

was their plain duty. Therefore when we

find any writing by them detailing the part

they took in this memorable war, we should

especially prize it. The following letter was

written b Colonel Asher Holmes to his wife

after the iattle of Geruiantown, merely to as

\/

/

.
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sure her of his safety, and without any idea

it would be treasured up and preserved for

other generations.

Camp on the Mountain near Perkamie Creek,

29 miles west of Philadelphia, Oct. 6, 1777:

DEAR S.u.|.m:—

The day before yesterday there was a gen

eral engagement. The first part of the day

was much in our favour. We drove thc ene

my for some miles. General Howe had given

orders for his army to retreat over the Schuy

kill River but the afierpart of the da was’

unfavorable to us; our line of battle was rok

en, and we were obliged to retreat.

The battle was near Germantown. This

attack was made by different divisions in dif

ferent quarters nearly at the same time, but

the morning being very foggy, was much

against us, and the severe firing added to the

thickness of the air, which revented our see

ing far, therefore a great disadvantage to us.

The Jersey militia and the Red Coats‘ under

General Forman, and the Maryland militia

with some ’Listed troo s under Gen. Small

wood, were on the le wing of the whole

army. We drove the enemy, when we first

made the attack, but by the thickness of the

fog the enemy got into our rear. Therefore

had to change our front, and then retreated to

a proper lace.

Gen. cDougall’s 'Listed men then formed

to the left of us and Gen. Green’s 'Listed men

to the right of us, but they all gave way ex

cept the Monmouth Militia, and Gen. For

man’s Red Coats tood firm, and advanced

upon the British Red Coats, who were at

least three times our number, to a fence where

we madea stand. The fire was very severe

and the enem ran.

They broug t a field-piece to fire on us with

grapeshot, but our Monmouth men stood firm

until their ammunition was nearly exhausted,

and the enemy advancing around our right

flank. Gen. Forman then ordered us tore

treat, which we did in pretty good order until

our Continental troops broke and ran the

second time and this running through our

men broke them entirely. 0ur Jersey Brig

ade suflered very much by storming a strong

stone house in Germantown, which first

stopped our pro ess and I believe was one

great cause of reaking our line in that

quarter.

I have seen Brother John Holmes, Capt.

Mott, Ca t. Burrows and Bostwick and most

of our onmouth oflicers. We are all well.

Since the battle our army is in good spirits

although our duty has been very severe. The

night before the battle our men marched all

night and had very little sleep the night utter.

Providence seems to have protected our

Monmouth Militia in a particular manner, as

we have lost very few, if any killed, and not

 

* Red Coats under Gen. Forman, were the Jer

sey Minute men, who wore red hunting coats.

and in s fog or smoke of battle might easily he

mistaken for the British who also wore red coals.

and thus cause confusion.

many wounded, although the enemy was

within 120 yards of us in the hottest of the

fire, and their field piece firing on us with

grapeshota reat part of the time. I have

esca ed wit out being hurt, althcughl was

muc exposed to the enemy’s fire.

From your ever affectionate

ASHER HOLMES.

To Mrs. Sarah Holmes.

This letter is directed

“To Mrs. Sarah Holmes in Freehold

forwarded by Mr. Logan.”

Teuntje, the second child of Daniel Hen

drickson, was an earnest and active member

of the Dutch church, while her husband, Jon

athan Holmes, like all his family, was a

zealous believer in the tenets of the Baptist

faith. The baptism by immersion was one of

their most important doctrines. Neither did

they believe in infant baptism. Tenntje Hen

drickson must have been a woman of great

resolution, for she had her children ha tized

in the Dulch church and taught the sidel

ber catechism. Her children are the only

Ho meses whose names appear on the old

records of the Monmouth Dutch church.

There must have been much talk and hold

ing up of hands in amazement among the good

brethren of the Baptist faith, that these de

scendants of the sturdy Rev. Obadiah Holmes

should be sprinkled and not immersed. There

must have been many earnest a peals made to

their father against this woeful eparture from

the true faith. The only reply Jonathan

Holmes, Jr., could make, I suppose, was

“When a woman will, she will, and when she

won’t,she won’t." Tenntje,however,was never

able to bring herhusb and clear over, as M ar

garet Wyckolf had done with Jonathan For

inan, but she turned her, “Holmes” children

into good “Dutchmen.”

The records of our Dutch church show that

Jonathan Holmes and Teuntjle Hendrickson,

his wife, had the following children baptized:

Obadiah, bapt. Oct. 28, 1716. died unmarried in

1752. The records in the ofllce of the Secretary

of State show that letters of administration on

his estate was granted to his brother, Joseph

Holmes, Jr., Oct 17, 1752, Book B of Wills, . 69.

Daniel. bapt. April 9, 1721, m. 1752, Les , (b.

1736, d. March 15. I813). daughterof James Bowne

and Margaret Newbold. his wife. Both are

buried in yard of Holmdel Baptist church.

Jonathan, bapt July 19, 1722, married Sarah

Potter in 1758, and was a merchant in New York

city in 1752. He may have been the “Jonathan

Holmes” called “ Minor.”

Joseph, b. . m. June, 1752. Sarah. daugh

ter of James Mott, and Mary Holmes, his wife.

and was engaged with James Mott, Jr., in mer

cantile business in New York city. He died in

1761. James Mott and James Mott, Jr.. appointed

administrator of Joseph Holmes, Sept. 22. 1763,

Book H of Wills, p. 293. Secretary of State oflice.

John, b. ; m. 1764 Catharine Brown, was

ass-~ciated with his brotherJonathsn in business

in New York city in 1752 In 1768 he resided at

and operated a grist mill at Forked River in

what is now Ocean county. but then part of Mon

mouth. During the Revolutionary war his
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dwelling was plundered by a party of refugees.

He lelt three sons who married and had numer

ous descendants. Many of these followed the

water and were captains of vessels in coasting

trade.

Alice, bapt. March 30, 1730; m. 1749, John Van

Brakle d. May 19. 1796.

Catharine. b. May 11. 1731; d. May 12, 1796. aged

68 years. 1 day. according to the inscription on

her headstone in Schenck-Couwenhoven yard,

where she is buried b her first husband. Hen

drick Schenck. She le a will. recorded at Tren

ton, N. J. She married first in 1749, Hendrick,

son of Roelof Schenck and Geesey Hendrickson,

his wife. who died August 24, 1766. She married

second. John, son of Garret Schenck and Neelfe

Voorhees, his wife. She was his third wife. e

died Feb. 13, 1775, on his wife's farm near what

is now Bradevelt station. and was buried by his

father and mother in Schenck-Couwenhoven

yard. There were no children by the last mar

riage.

Mary.

James. bapt , Jacobus, '\'ay, 1, 1737.

Samuel. hapt. July 8, 1789.

William. b. . died in 1776. Letters of ad

ministration in his estate were granted to his

brother, Daniel Holmes, Feb 28. 1776. See Book

M of Wills, p. 29. Secretary of State oflice, Tren

ton.

Catharine Holmes, the seventh child of

Jonathan Holmes, Jr., and Tenntjc Hendrick

son; his wife above mentioned, by her first

husband, Hendrick Schenck, had seven chil

 

-dren of whom five lived to grow up, viz: one

son, Rulitf, and four daughters, Mary, Elea

nor, Catharine and Ann. Her youngestchild,

Ann, was born on her farm near what is now

Brudcvclt station, June 14, 1766, and married

Jonathan Holmes, son of Samuel Holmes, and

Mary Stout, his wife. Samuel Holmes, (h.

Oct. 4, 1726; d. Au °. 26, 1769), was a son of

Jonathan HolulfiS,%r., by Rcbccca Throck

morton, his second wife. They are both

buried in old Topancmus grave yard. This

Jonathan Holmes, sou of Samuel Holmes and

Mary Stout, his wife, married Ann Schenck,

us above stated, und rlied without children,

Nov. 16, 1814. His will is dated Januar 6,

1810, proved Nov. 22, 1814, and record at

Freehold in Book A of Wills, p. 685, etc.

He first orders that one uarter of an acre

of land on the form where is brother, John

S. Holmes then lived, and “where the burying

ground now is” shall he a burying place for

the Holmes family. He then gives to his

brother, John S. Holmes, the use of all his

real estate, and ut his death to go to his two

sons, Daniel and John, or the survivors of

them in fee simple. This is the same farm in

Pleasant Valley where ex-Sheriff Daniel

Holmes lived and where his son, the late

.r.s.-,,|. n. liolnws, lived and died. The

Holmes family still own it.

Jonathan .lI')lIu\!.i then made the following

ln.quests: To his sister Lydia, wife of Garret

Stillwcll, $250; to the children of his sister

Pnrmelia, wife of John Stillwcll, $250; to his

brollwr, Stout Holmes, $375. This brother

married first Elizabcth Pintnrd, second Mary

Ogbourne, widow of Samuel Bray. One of

his daughters, Alice, married ex-Judge Joseph

Murphy, and was the mother of Holmes W.

Murphy, who served two terms as clerk of

Monmouth county and represented this county

in General Assembly during the years 1880-81.

He was associated with the writer as partner

in low business for several years.

Jonathan Holmes also gives by thi will

$375 to his sister Catharine, wife of Nathan

Stout. To his brother, Samuel Holmes, he

gives the interest yearly on $3,750 for life, and

at his death to his son, Jonathan, if livin .

If dead,'then $750 of principal to Samuel s

two daughters, Mary and Catharine, and the

remaining $3 000 to Daniel and John, sons of

his brother, John S. Holmes. To Jonathan

son of his brother, Jose h Holmes, $500, and

to Nelly, daughter of his rother Joseph, $125.

To Jose h, son of David Crawford, $62.50, and

to Josep Covert son of Daniel Covert $62.50.

To Jonathan Holmes, son of his brother

Samuel, his clock, sideboard, silver tankard,

best horse he has, his fusee and implements

belonging to it. Orders all legacies paid in

gold or silver. Directs Daniel and John, the

two nephews to whom he gives all his real

estate, not to sell it but keep same in Holmes

family forever.

John S. Holmes named in this will married

Sarah, daughter of Col. Daniel Hendrickson

who commanded the Third Re iment of Mon

mouth militia during the Revo ution, and was

speaker of General Assembly of New Jersey

in 1784. John S. Holmes also represented

Monmouth county in General Asscmply dur

ing years 1810-11, and 1813-14.. His son Dan

iel married Rhoda Van Mater, as has been

mentioned in Vanlliater records. This Daniel

Holmes was nmember of the constitutional

convention of 1844.

The followin paper has the genuine signa

tures of John . Holmes, Col. Asher Holmes,

and others who have been mentioned in these

articles. It also shows that they a precinted

education and good schools and m e an elfort

to have an academy or high school established

in Holmdel:

“On condition that the acre of ground, this

day sold by Obadiah Holmes unto us the

undersubscribers, for erecting an academy;

that if it should fail of success, then if its ever

convenient to any other use we enga e to

pay said Obadiah -Holmes or his lawfu re -

resentatives, the further sum of fifty poun s

for said lot. This we engage in case that either

us or our heirs shall convert it to any other

urpose. Witness our hands this twenty

ourth day of December, seventeen hundred

and ninety-three.

AsnEn HOLMES,

Tuonss LLOYD,

Basses SMOCR,

DANIEL K1zromuu,

JOHN I. Houlu-zs, JOHN S. HOLMES,

B.u-uvrxs H. SMOCK, CuRnv1=:Yonol-z VAN

MmEn, Gum1z'r IIENDRICKSON,

Witness prcsent:

HEx. HENDRICKSON,

J ARRET S'1'lLI.\\'EL1.,

Wll.L!.-\M BmT'ro.\'.”
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Garret Hendrickscn, who has signed above,

was Lient. Garret Hendrickson in Capt. Wm.

Schenck’s company, and Barnes Smock com

manded an artillery corlnlpany during the

revolution. Hendrick endrickson, who

signs as witness, was one of the county judges

and part of time presiding judge, as our court

minutes from 1790 to 1800 show.

As the Holmes family has always been

prominent in this county and have numerous

relatives, there are many who will feel inter

ested in the followin extracts from a letter

written by the Rev. badiah Holmes to his

wife in 1675: ”if she remains in the land of

the living, after my departure” to use his own

words. Afier speaking of the “comfort their

children have been,” he writes: “Wherefore

make use of that he is leased to let thee

enjoy. I sa make use 0 it to thy resent

com ort. T on art but weak and aie , cease

from th labors and great toil and ta e a little

rest an ease in thy old age. Live on what

thou hast, for what the Lord hast given us I

freely have given thee,for thy life to make thy

life comfortable; wherefore see thou doeth it,

so long as house, land and cattle remain.

Make much of thyself, and at thy death, then

what remains may be dis osed according to

my will. And now, my ear wife, whom I

love as my own soul, I commit thee to the

Lord, who hath been a gracious merciful God

to us all our days. Not once doubting He will

be gracious to thee in life or death, and will

carry thee through this valley of tears, with

his own supporting hand. Sorrow not at my

departure, int rejoice in the Lord, and again

I say rejoice in the Lord of our sal

vation. And in nothing be careful, but make

thy requests to Him,who only is able tosupply

thy necessities and to help thee in time of

need. Unto whom I commit thee for counsel,

wisdom and trength, and to keep thee blame

less to the coining of the Lord Jesus Christ, to

whom be all glor , honor and praise, forever

and ever. Fare 'lhee Well.”

Extracts from a letter to all his children:

After urging them to seek the kingdom of God

and his ri hteousness, he says: “And now my
son JOBGPLIIZ Remember Joseph of Arimathea

was a ood man, and a discigle of Jesus, and

was bofid and went boldly an asked the body

of Jesus and buried it.” ~ '

“My son John: Remember what a loving

and beloved disci le he was.”

“My daughter ope: Consider what a peace

of God hope is, and court after that ho e that

will never be ashamed, but hath the ope of

eternal life and salvation by Jesus Christ.”

“My son Obadiah: Consider that Obadiah

was a servant of the Lord and tender in spirit,

and in a troublesome time hid the prophets by

60 in a cave.”

“My son Samuel: Remember that Samuel

was a chief prophet of the Lord, ready to hear

his voice saying “Speak Lord, for thy servant

heareth.”

“My daughter Martini: Reineinber Martha,

although she was cumbered with many things,

et she loved the Lord, and was beloved of

im, for He loved Mary and Martha.”

“My daughter Mary: Remember Mary chose

the better part, that shall not be taken away,

and did hearken to the Lord's instructions.”

“My son Jonathan: Reineuuber how faith

ful and loving he was to David, that servant of

the Lord.”

“ME daughter Lidiah: Remember how

Lidia ’s heart was opened, her ear l)0Wl.’d,hcr

spirit made willing to receive and obe

apostle in what the Lord re uired, an was

baptized, and entertained an refreshed the

servants of the Lord.”

“Let your conversation in life be squared by

the Scriptures, and they will direct on how

to behave toward God and man. An next to

loving and fearing the Lord, have you, a most

dear and tender ~t to your faithful, care

ful, tender hea loving , aged mother.

Show your duty in all thin . Love her with

high and cheerful love an respect and then

make sure you love one another. Let it con

tinue and increase. So you may be good ex

amples to others. Visit one another as often

as you can, and ut one another in mind of

the uncertainty o life, and what need there is

to prepare for death. Take counsel one of

another, and if one see cause to advise or re

rove the other, hearken to it and take it well.

the

e ye content with your present condition and '

portion God iveth you, and make a good use

of. what you ave, by making use of it to your

comfort for meat, drink and ap rel it is the

gift of God. And take care to ive honestly
justly, quietl , with love and peace with al

men, etc., an forget not to entertain strangers

according to your ability, etc.”

OBADIAH HsLLi\ms.

The 17th day, 10th month, 1675.”

Hendrick, the eldest son of the pioneer set

tler, was born in 1700' married 1725 Neeltje,

daughter of Garret Schenck and Neeltje \-'oor

hees, his wife, of Pleasant Valley and died

intestate, February 21, 1753, aged fift years,

according to his headstone in the fami y bury

ing round on the old Hendrickson homestead

at olland in Holmdel township. His wife

is not buried by him as she married in 1761

Elias Golden and is probably buried by him

on the Golden homestead. Administration on

his estate, at request of the widow, was rant»

ed March 20, 1753, to his brothers, aniel

and William, and his brother-in-law, Garret

Schenck. See Book F of Wills, ge 107,

Secretary of State oflice at Trenton, J. He

had the following children:

Tryritje, baptized April 3, 1726; died in

infancy.

Dainel, born November 11, 1727; married in

1767, Mary Schenck, (see license in Secretary

of State oflice) and died without surviving

children March 2nd, 1776, aged 48 years, 3

months, 21 da s, according to his headstone

inscription in omestead yard. His wife is

not buried by him, which would indicate that

she has married again. His will is recorded
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at Trenton in Book M of Wills, pa 16-17.

He describes himself as “Daniel Hen rickson,

Jr., of Middletown township.” He 'ves his

.wife Mar £1400, with household s and a

negro gir . All his real estate is devised in

fee e uall between his two brothers, Garret

and en rick. He bequeuths £100 to his

sister, Nelly VanMater, and the same amount

to his sister, Mary Couwenhoven, and £20 to

his sister Ann, with a negro man. To James

Schenck a cow and calf. This will is dated

February 18, 1775, proved March 12, 1776.

His two brothers, Garret and Hendrick,

divide the lands so devised between them by

quit claim deeds, recorded in Book I of Deeds,

page 92, Monmouth county clerk’s oflice. .

eeltje. baptized January 4, 1734; died

young.

Garret born January 22 1734, died Decem

ber 2, 1§~01, and is buried by his first two

wives on the homestead. He married first,

l!.Cr'0rdln to license granted, December 8,

1755, an on record at Trenton, his cousin,

Catharine, daughter of Tunis Denise and

Francyntje Hendrickson, his wife, (born Ma

8, 1732, died Sept. 8 1771). Married secon

Lena, or Helena, (born Sept. 26 1753, died

Jan. 1, 1786) dau hter of Denise i-’anLieu, or

VanLieuwen, and Ida W ckoff his wife.

Married third, Nelly, daug iter of Arie Van

Doorn and Antje Janse Schenck, his wife, and

then the widow of Hendrick Smock. She died

February 11, 1834, aged 91 ears, 10 months,

8 days, according to her hea stone in Schenck

(louwenhoven cemetery. Garret Hendrickson

lived and died in the old Dutch built farm

house, still 1900) standing, on the farm where

C renius endrickson lived and died in

P easant Valley, afterwards owned and occu

pied by his only son Henry Denise Hendrick

son, well known to our present eneration of

people in this county. Garret endrickson

/--'*was a lientenant in ('a t. William Schem-k’s

company of militia during the Revolu(ionary

war and rendered good service to his country.

The following extract from the New Jerse

Gazette of June 28, 1780, speaks of him a .

though by mistake his name is printed “Hen

derson” instead of Hendrickson. There was

no officer by the name of Henderson in the

Middletown militia. Thomas Henderson of

Freehold wasa lientenant-colonel and a ph si

cian, and is said to he the writer of those et

ters from Monmouth county published from

time to time in this newspaper. Our county

records show that a pension was granted to

Garret Hendrickson and Walter Hier (Hyers)

for wounds received in a skirmish on June

21, 1780. The United States overnment at a

later date laced Garret Hen rickson on the

ension ro l for this same injury. “Letter

rom Monmouth county dated June 22, 1780.

Yesterday morning a party of the enemy con

sisting of Tye with 80 Blacks, 26 Queen

Rangers and 30 Refugee Tories landed at

Conascun . They got between our scouts un

discover and went to James Mott’s, Sr.,

and plundered his and several neighbors

houses of almost everythin , and carried off

the following persons: ames Mott Sr.,

James Johnston, Joseph Dorsett, Jose h

Pearce William Blair James Walling, gs

John Wallin son of Thomas Phillip Win

ling, James ‘Vail, Matthew Origgs, several

negroes and a great deal of stock- but all the

negrom except one, and a great deal of stock

were retaken by our peo le. Capt. Walling

was slightly wounded an a Lient. Henderson

(Hendrickson) had his arm broken. Two pri

privates suppsed mortally and a third slightly

wounded in a skirmish we had with them on

their retreat. The enemy acknowledge loss

of seven men but we think it more consid

erable.”

It appears that there was hand to hand

fi hting, for in an aflidavit on record in the

onmouth clerk’s oflice to support Hyres’

claim for pension, it is stated “that he received

a cutlass wound while boldly fighting.” Doc

tor Barber and Doctor Thomas Henderson,

(writer of there letters) certify that Garret

Hendrickson has lost almost entire use of his

right arm from injuries received in this fight

on June 21, 1750. See ge 303 of Old Times

in Old Monmouth, alt ough there is a typo

graphical error here. for the month is printed

January instead of June.

In this and several other raids the enemy

landed at Conescunk. The reason of this was

the depth of water at this place near the shore

which enabled them to get ofl' their boats at

any stage of the tide. At other places the

flats would be bare for a considerable distance

or water too shallow to float their barges at

low tide. Captain John Schenck is said to

have led our forces and ressed close upon

them until they eurl)B.l'l(9<¥. So closely were

they pressed that they abandoned near] all

the cattle, sheep and hogs they had ta en,

and all the negro slaves except one.

While their last boat was within musket

shot from the beach an oflicer stood up in the

stern of the boat and dclibcrawl aimed and

fired at Captain Schenck, who ha come down

to the watcr’s ed e. The bullet whistled close

to his head. “They shoot as if they wanted

to kill a body,” said the grim farmer, “but

two can play at this work. ' Then scizin a

gun from one .of his men he walked into fie

water up to his arm its and carefully aiming,

fired at the man w o still stood up in the

stern of the boat. He was seen to fall back

but how badly hurt was never learned.

Hendrick, the fifth child of Hendrick Hen

drickson, and Neeltje Schenck, his wife, was

born April 23, baptized June 5, 1737, and died

.Octobe.r 11, 1811, according to his tombstone

in family yard on homestead farm. He mar

ried first according to license granted, March

7, 1757, Dydia, dau hter of Ensi n Elias Cou

wenhoven and \ illiamsee W l his wife,

(born March 11, 11as; died March 16, 1805)

married second, .Helena Longstreet, October

18, 1806, according to marriage records in

Monmouth clerk’s oflice. I think she was a

widow; and the daughter of Joseph Coven
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hoven and Hannah, his wife. She was born

November 28, 1754, died October 3, 1820.

Both wives are buried by him in homestead

ard at Holland. By his first wife he had the

o.lfl.owing children, but none by his second

wi e.

Hendrick, born November 13, 1758 baptized

February 18 1759; died unmarrie , Novem

ber 8, 1803. He served in light horse company

during Revolution and was also the schi per

or boss of a crew of whaleboatmen, w ose

boats lay concealed in the ravines near Mata

wan creek and swamps near Waycake creek.

' born February 2, 1761; married'illiampe

/ first, November 9, 1778, Aaron Longstreet;

second, Dr. Pitney, and died October 21, 1837.

Elias, baptized Se tember 29, 1765' married

Gitty, who died L ay 10, 1805 when only

nineteen years old accordin to headstone in

homestead yard. ho diede ildless July 2s,

1805, aged 40 years, and is buried by her. . He

also served during the Revolution in light

horse com an .

-—-—_- Hendrick llendrickson, the father of these

three children, served as one of our county

judges many years, and art of the time was

residing judge of the onmouth courts; see

fios. 7, 8 and 9 of court minutes of Monmouth

county. Denise Denise, Garret I. Covenhoven,

John Covenhoven, Peter Schenck and Peter

Wyckoff were associate judges with him part

of this time. As a judge he was fair and im

partial, with stronfi common sense. In addi

tion to lands he in erited from his father, he

ot 200 acres under will of his brother Daniel.

Ie also purchased of John C0venhoven130

acres, and some years later 150 acres more,

adjacent to his farm in Pleasant Valle . He

also bought 37 acres of adjacent lan from

Garret Schenck, and so became the owner of

some 600 acres of as good land us there was in

Pleasant Valley. As his sons died childless,

this large and valuable farm passed out of the

Hendrickson name under his will dated July

12, 1811, roved November 28, 1811, recorded

at Freeho d in Book A of Wills, gage 457 etc.

He devised all his real estate to is grandson,

John Longstreet subject to the comfortable

maintainence of his widow for life. This

devise passed into the Longstreet family, one

of the finest and most productive farms in

Pleasant Valley. He gives to his daughter,

William e Pitney, interest on £342, then in

hands 0 Aaron Pitney. He gives Anne Sea

brook and Lydia Smock £600 each. To his

randson, Hendrick Longstreet, £5, to Aaron

Schenck, son of Obadiah Schenck and Nelly

Longstreet, £500. Hendrick Longstreet, his

grandson and friend Denise Hendrickson are

ap ointed executors.

he sixth child of Hendrick Hendrickson

and Neeltje Schenck his wife was Mary, born

December 6, 1740, married January 13, 1767,

Cornelius (b. Feb. 11, 1746, d. Oct. 10, 1806).

son of William Cornelise (rouwenhoven and

Annetje Hendrickson his second wife. She

died January 3, 1806, and is buried by her

husband in Schanck-C-ouwenhoven cemetery.

,.}i-—j_

Tryntje, (Catharine) bap. September 30,

1740; died young.

Neeltje, ba . September 30,

1756, Jacob "anMeter (b. March 3

April 20, 1775), already mentioned

Mater records.

Antje, bap. October 7, 1744, married David

Hansen Van Nostrandt, who was bap. Sep

tember 18, 1737.

William, ba;I>iDeeember 18,1748

Garret and endrick Hendrickson owned

some of the best farming lands which could

be found in Monmouth county. They were

well stocked with cattle, sheep and swine.

The hams and bacon made by them were of the

best. In the fall an abundant supply of

smoked meats, salted provisions, and other

things to eat and drink, were laid away in

cellar, smoke house and garret. This is the

reason why so man raids were made throu h

Pleasant Valley. he last of these expe i

tions occurred February 8, 1782. Forty refu

ees from Sandy Hook under command of a

ieutenant Steelman who belonged down in

Ca May county, came u during the ni ht

an surrounded Garret endrickson and is

brother IIendrick’s houses before daylight.

This was directly after a heav snowstorm

and I suppose these men on the ook were in

a state o starvation and ready for an ' desper

ate adventure to et rovisions. hey suc

ceeded in takin em rick Hendrickson and

his two sons, endrick and Elias, with all

women folks and negro slaves, and Garret

Hendrickson with his people, and John Cov

enhoven his family and servants on adjacent

farms, prisoners and placed them under close

guard. A young man named William Thomp

.son at Garret HclidriCks0n’s house managed

in some way to escape undiscovered and hur

ried ofl' to Captain John Schanck’s home

where he gave the alarm. They seized five

woodsleds on these different farms. On two

they fastened hay shelvings with boards nailed

aglainst the sides and on the bottom. On the

ot er three they placed the bodies of farm

wagons. Then they hitched two teams or four

horses to each sled, for the snow lay dee and

the roads were unbroken in man p aces.

They ut two barrels of up le whisky in one

end o the hay shelvings and) barrels of pork

in the other, and between five live shee .

Barrels of flour, corn meal, potatoes, and a l

the poultry they could kill was placed on the

other shelving. The other sleds were loaded

with bacon, smoked meats, hams, corned beef,

butter, and all other kinds of rovisions the

could lay their hands on. hey also too

clothing, blankets, and cooking utensils.

Mrs. Garret Hendrickson’s silk dress was

taken and used to wrap up hams. After load

ing u with all kinds of lunder they started

back or the Hook. In t e meantime Captain

Schanck was gathering his men and succeeded

in glettiug thirt mounted men ready in about

an our aftert e Refugees had started. The

dges snow and unbroken roads with the heavy

l s made the progress of the Refugees slow.

1740, married

1732, d.

in Van

died young.

'pf
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They were overtaken and a lively skirmish

ensued in which three of them were wounded

and twelve taken prisoners. The rest escaped.

One of them cut a horse loose from among the

teams and rode ofl'. All the plunder was re

taken. Our eople lost one man killed. This

was young hompson who had given the

alarm. On their return they were attacked

unexpectedl by a detached party of Refugees

consistingo sixteen men under command of

Shore Stevenson. Ca tain Schanck at once

ordered a charge be ore they could reload

their guns. The at once threw down their

arms and asked or quarter. In the confusion

however, eight of the first lprisoners got away,

leaving only four who wit Stevenson and his

sixteen men made 21 risoners.

Lientenant Garret endrickson by Catha

rine Denise his first wife had the following

children:

Hendrick, baptized March, 20, 1757, died

young. . . b

Francylntge, baptized March 18,1¢59; mar

ried Wil 'am Forinan. Both buried in yard

of Old Tennent church. She died June 19,

1815, and her husband January 31, 1823, aged

71 years, 5 months, 5 days.

Denise born November 12 1761, died March -

7 1839. He married December 28. 1786, Anne,

(born Nov. 15, 1766- died Aug.6, 1858) dau h

ter of John Schenck and Nelly Bennett, is

wife, of Pleasant Valley. Both are buried

on homestead farm at Holland.

Hendrick, born July 19, 1764; married

January 20, 1791, Phoebe Van Mater; died

June 6, 1837. Both are buried on homestead

farm at Holland. Names of their children

have been heretofore given in VanMater

genealogy. . .

Neeltge, ba tized August 10, 1766; married

John, son of Iendrick Brower and Abigeltje

Hunt his wife.

Catharine, born April 8, 1768; married Sep

tember 18, 1794, Peter, son of Hendrick Brower

and wife aforesaid. She died August 8, 1822,

and is buried in homestead yard.

By his second wife Helena VanLieu, he

had the following chil ren: .

Ida, baptized March 19, 1775; married Se -

tember 10 1794 Joseph K.VanMater, alr y

mention in anMater records.

Daniel G., baptised June 1, 1776; married

December 21, 1797, Sarah, daughter of Cor

nelius Albcrtse Couwenhoven and Mary

Logan, his wife. They removed to some other

part of New Jersey.

Mary, baptized Ma 2, 1779; married De

cember 24, 1797, Wil iam VauMater, whose

children have been already named in Van

Mater articles.

L dia, born October 9, 1781; married Steph

en rane and died May 4 1851, aged 69 ears,

6 months, 25 days, accor ing to her hea stone

in homestead burying ground at Holland.

Her husband is not buried by her; I do not ’

know where he was.

Anne, baptized December 7, 1783; married

October 3, 1799, Garret Terhune.

Denise Hendrickson and Anne Schenck, his

wife, named above, had the following children:

Garret D. born July 7, 1787; died October

12, 1861. He married March 23 1808, Jane,

daughter of Capt. Hendrick Hendrickson and

Francinke Covenhoven, his wife. One of

their daughters, Catharine, born April 20,

1815, married the late William Henry Sickles

of Red Bank. Another daughter, Adaline,

married John Vanderveer Carson, now (1900)

residing in Freehold, and the parents of the

Carson Brothers, who have so long carried on

the butcher’s business here.

Catharine, born October 8, 1801; married

December 24, 1821, Peter R. Smock, and died

September 9, 1890. Both are buried in Smock

buryin ground near Holmdel village on the

farm w ere Peter R. Smock lived and died.

They are the parents of ex-Sheriff Rulilf P.

Smock, now a resident of Freehold.

John Schenck, born May 9, 1807, married

Ellen Hyres.

John, the second son and fourth child of -

Daniel Hendrickson, the ioneer settler, was

born about 1702; married a out 1734, Annetje,

born in February, 1708) daughter of Jacob

ouwenhoven and Saartje Schenck, his wife.

The parental homesteads ofthese young lein a direct line over the meadows andmfii ls

were less thana mile apart. They had known

each other from their earliest childhood.

After his marria John settled on a farm in

county of Midd esex, which his father had

purchased of Ste hen Warne and which he

ad given to him y will. Here the following

children were born:

1735; married in 17Daniel, born July 3

b. Aug. 4, 1735, d. Feb.Eleanor VanMater P1 b 7 d

ovem erI , 1809, an is12, 1828). He died

buried in famil yard on farm of late George

Crawford Hen rickson, his great grandson,

at east end of Middletown villa and still

owned by this family. Names of is children

have been already published in history of the

Vanhfater family.

Jacob, baptised February 12, 1738; no other

information. John Hendrickson died in 1740,

and letters of administration on his estate were

ranted October 11, 1740, to his eldest brother

endrick, to his brother-in-law William Cou

wenhoven, and Henry Disbrow, see Book C

of Wills, §agIe 335, secretary of state's oflice,

Trenton, . I do not know whether his

widow survived him or not. She would have

right of administration, but as she is not

named it would seem that she had died prior

to her husband.

Maijke Micha) the fifth child, married

Geysbert anMater (b. Feb. 24, 1694). Names

of their children have been heretofore pub

lished in geneology of the Vanllziaters.

Tryntje (Catharine) ixth child, is the only

one who married and removed from this

county and the only one of the seven daugh

ters who did notjoin the church in this county.

She married one Henry Dusberry or Dusen

berry and removed to some other part of New

Jersey or some other colony. She, however,

~'
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.;

while visiting her parents in Monmouth, had

three of her children baptized in the Dutch

church, viz:

Antje, baptised December 19, 1736. Her

brother John Hendrickson and his wife,

Anne 'e Couwenhoven, appear as sponsors on

churc records.

Anne, baptized December 24, 1738. He,

brother, Hendrick Hendrickson, and his wife;

Neeltje Schenck, are sponsors.

William Hendrickson baptised October 12,

1743. Her brother, William Hendrickson,

and his wife, Mary Longstreet are sponsors.

This is all the records given us of Catharine

where she lived and when and where she di

is unknown.

William the third son of Daniel Hendrick

son and Catharine VanD ke, was baptized,

November 6 1709, niarri about 1731 Mary

or Maria (bapt. May 6 1702) daughter of

Stoflle Lan traat and Maicken or Moyka

Laen his wi . His wife’s name appears as a

communicant on records of Dutch church in

1741 as “Maria Langstraet, wife of Wilm Hin

' drickson.” They had the following children:

Catharine, baptized August 8, 1732, married

Jacob son of Rem Remsen of Brooklyn N.

Y. He was born in 1719, died 1784. Their

marriage license in Secretary of State ofl-ice

at Trenton was granted, August 11, 1747.

“Catharine Hendrickson of Monmouth Coun

tvto Jacob Remsen, Sr., of New York.”

They have one child ba tized in our church

May 6, 1750, and name William. His ma

ternal grandparents were put down as spon

sors.

Daniel, baptized December 25, 1736, mar

ried in 1756. Catharine (b. Jan y 29, 1738,)

daughter of Rut ers VanBrunt and Elizabeth

Voorhes, his wi e, of New Utrecht,L. I. This

Daniel Hendrickson was a land surveyor and

was very prominent during the war for inde

pendence as Colonel of the 3rd Regiment of

the Monmouth militia. These two children

are the only ones Willian Hendrickson and

Maria Lon treet his wife had; William Hen

drickson died intestate in 1783,and the records

in the Secretary of State oifice show that letters

of administration were granted to their son

Daniel October 27, 1783. I do not know

where he or his wife are buried but would not

be snr rised if it was somewhere in the vicin

ity of 'nton Falls, as his son Daniel then re

sided there. Colonel Daniel Hendrickson by

Catharine VanBrunt his wife, had the follow

ing children:

William ba tized Jul 31, 1757 died young.Elizabeth, aptized I

uly 16, 1758, married

Richard McKinght Captain of Monmouth

militia during Revolution.

William, baptized January 11, 1761, died

young.

Daniel, born 1763, married Elizabeth,

daughter of Barzillai Grover and Theodosia

his wife, of Upper Freehold.

Mar , baptized March 17, 1765.

Sara , born March 9,1767, married John S.

Holmes (b. Nov. 29, 1762, d. Aug. I5, 1821),

sol} of éamuel Holmes and Mary Stout. his

wi e.

Daniel Hendricksou and Nicholas Van

Brunt represented Shrewshury township in

the Provincial Congress of New Jersey, in

1775. In minutes of Provincial Congress and

of the Committee of Safety of New Jersey, for

years 1775-6, his name is frequently men

tioned. After the Revolution he represented

Monmouth county four years in the General

Assembly and in 1784 was Speaker of the

House. I cannot find out where he is buried

or date of his death. Like Captain Joshua

Huddy, Captain Chadwick, and some others

that served the people faithfully, the Repub

lic has forgotten their graves.

In Book M, of deeds, page 161-165 in Mon

mouth Count Clerk's oflice is record of two

deeds from aniel Hendrickson of Shrcws

bury township. Both deeds are dated April

30, 1791. One conveys to Cornelius Luyster

of Middletown, ten acres of land, being art

of the lands which William Hendrickson ate

of the townshi of Middletown died seized of

and which said Daniel Hendrickson claims

title in art asan heir-at-law of his father,

'William endrickson,aforesaid,.and in part by \’_

a quit claim deed from Catharine Hendrick

son, (Reinsen) daughter of said William Hen

drickson deceased, as one of his heirs at law.

The ten acre tract is described as be inning

ata maple tree on the west side of 1 ahoras

brook, adjoining Luyster’s land and the north

past! corner of Daniel Hendrickson’s cleared

an .

The second deed conveys to Peter Luyster a

tract of woodland containing 20 acres, which

William Hendrickson died seized of, and goes

on to set out Daniel’s title as in first deed.

This land is described as beginning at the cor

ner of the ten acre tract conveyed to Cornelius

Lu ster, and runs along line of this lot to

Ma oras brook, and along said brook, etc.

In Book L of Deeds, p. 97, etc., Monmouth

county clerk’s oflice, is record of a deed dated

April 4, 1797, from Colonel Daniel Hendrick

son of Shrewsbury townshi to Daniel Hen

drickson, Jr.,'|' . of Upper reehold, and John

 

’rIn Book M of Deeds. page 413, etc., Monmouth

lcounty clerk’s otflce is record of a deed from

Jacob Hendrickson and John Polhemus, execu

tors of John Polhemus, deceased, to Gan-at

Wyckoff of Upper Freehold dated March 18. 179-1,

which se- s out that John Polhemus,late of Upper

Freehold. deceased, was seized of 213 68-100 acres

in U per Freehold, by deed from James Holmes

date May 1, 1762, and that said John Polhemus,

by his will dated June 7, 1788. authorized and

directed his executors to sell the land generally

described as bounded westward by Daniel Hen

dricks0n’s land in part and in part by JoeI clny.

ton. Timothy Hankins, and Amos Miller; easter

ly h. said Garret Wy<.:kofi"sland, and northerly

by John Britton's mill pond and brook below

said nd. This deed is witnessed by Daniel

Hen rickson, Jr., and Samuel Imlay, and it

shows where Daniel Hendrickson, Jr., lived in

Upper Freehold.

/.

1
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S. Holmes of Middletown, in which it is set

out that said Daniel Hendrickson, Sr., being

justly indebted to several persons in the sum

of £1,720 ($8,600), and the said Daniel Hen

drickson, Jr. (his son), and John S. Holmes,

(his son-in- WY)“ bflufi engaged gointly

with him, said niel endrickson, r., for

the payment of said sum, he thereby sells and

conve sall his real estate to them to secure

them or these liabilities, etc. In same Book

Lot' Deeds p. 100 etc., is record of another

deed from Daniel Hendrickson, Sr., of Shrews

bury township, to Daniel Hendrickson, Jr.,

of Upper Freehold. John S. Holmes and John

Holmes of Middletown township, Catharine

Remsen widow of Jacob Remsen ofNew York

city, and Rutgers VanBrunt of Kings county,

'L. I. This deed dated April 5, 1797, sets out

that Daniel Hendrickson Sr., grantor, being

justly indebted to Daniel Hendrickson, J r., of

Up r Freehold *John S. Holmes and John

Ho mes of Middletown, Catharine Remsen

and Rutgers VanBrunt of New York,does sell

and convey them in settlement of said indebt

edness all his real estate, consisting of several

tracts of land at and near Tinton Falls in

Shrewsbury township. Then follows descrip

tion of these lauds an statement: that the first

two tracts at Tinton Falls, on which grist and

saw mill stands, he claims title under a deed

from Tunis Vanderveer dated May 10 1773.

The third tract by deed from John Morris

dated May 25, 1783, and fourth tract by deed

from Nicholas VanBrunt dated May 1, 1784.

Like many other oflicers of the Revolution

he served his country at a sacrifice. The

seven years of war and confusion mined his

business. The raids of the refugees of which

he was a victim two or three times, caused

 

‘John 8. Holmes left a will, proved August 25,

1821, recorded at Freehold in Book B.,n. 257, etc.

Provides for his wife Sarah. Gives $7..)') to each

of his four daughters, together with his grist

mill and carding machines, viz: Marv. who mar

ried Albert VanBrum; Catharine, who married

Daniel H. Ellis of Freeho1d- Emma, who mar

ried George Taylor of Freehold, and Eleanor,

who married Charles Hasbrouck. All residue of

his property both real and personal he gives to

his two sons, Daniel and John H. in fee.

him great loss. The depreciation of the con

tinental currency had also depreciated the

value of his real estate, and there was no sale

for real estate exce t at a ruinous sacrifice.

He was thus compe led to make this transfer

of all his lands to these near relatives in order

to prevent an entire loss under aforced or

sherifi"s sale.

Colonel Daniel Hendrickson died soon after

this assignment, probably discouraged and

broken hearted over his troubles and sorrows.

When and where he died is unknown. Neith

er is his place of burial known. He lies in an

unknown and unmarked grave. Such is the

gratitnde of a re ublic.

We find Danie Hendrickson and Elizabeth

his wife of Upper Freehold and John S.

Holmes and Sarah his wife of Middletown, b

deed dated August 9, 1799, recorded in Boo

M of Deeds, p. 98, etc., Monmouth clerk’s

oflice, conveying part of this real estate to

Colonel Barnes mock, viz.: that tract at Tin

ton Fa‘ on which grist and saw mill and

other bu dings stand with benefit of millpond

and stream as far as Colonel Daniel Hendrick

son’s, dec’d, right extended. Also a tract of

12 50-100 acres near Tinton Falls, which tracts

with other lands were sold b Lewis Morris

Ashfield Esq., to Jacob Van erveer by deed

dated May 5, 1762, and then sold at sheriffs

sale January 28, 1772, to Tunis Vanderveer

and by him sold to Col. Daniel Hendrickson

b deed dated May 10 1773, and by him to

a ve grantors by deed datedApril 5,1797; also

96 65-100 acres on west side of the road from

Tinton Falls to Middletown.

In Book N of deeds p. 18-I, etc., is record of

adeed from Daniel Hendrickson and Eliza

beth, his wife, of Upper Freehold, to John S.

Holmes of Middletown, a merchant, conve -

ing to him two tracts of land at Tinton Fal ,

which his father, Colonel Daniel Hendrick

son, deceased, owned in his life time.

In Book O, of deeds . 109, etc., is record of

a deed from Daniel endrickson and Eliza

beth his wife of Upper Freehold, and John S.

Holmes and smh an wife, of Middletown, to

Jacob Hubbard, dated April 25 1800, convey

ing 195 acres of land which Daniel Hen

drickson owned in his life time.



ACCOUNT OF A RAID OF TORY REFUGEES IN

THE YEAR;;<;¢ J77?

The following account of a raid on Col.

Daniel Hendrickson at Tinton Falls by a

pIarty of refugees is taken from files of the

ew Jersey Gazette now in our state library

in Trenton:

”On June 9, 1779, a party of about 50 refu

es landed in Monmouth and marched to

inton Falls undiscovered, where they sur

prised and carried olf Col. Daniel Hendrick

son, Col. W'yckoff, Capt. Chadwick, Capt.

McKnight with several privates of th militia,

and drove ofl' shee and horned catt . About

thirty of our mi itia hastily collected and

made some resistance, but were repulsed with

loss of two men killed and ten wounded. Loss

of enemy unknown.”

Thomas Chadwick and Richard McKnight

were both captains of the Monmouth militia

and the latter was a son-in-law of Col. Daniel

Hendrickson. Auke Hendrickson was a mil

ler by occu ation and a lientenant in Ca tain

Peter Wye ofl"s company from Up r ree

hold. At this time he was em loy in Col.

Hendrickson’s grist mill at 'nton Falls.

Col. Hendrickson had collected uite a mag

azine of powder, arms and other m itary stores

at Tinton Falls for the use of our county

troops. Besides he had ground a large quan

tity of flour and meal for use of the American

army. It is said that he had borrowed from

his relatives, Mrs. Catharine Remson and his

father-in-law, VanBrunt, in New York, £1,000

($5,000), which he had used in the purchase

of these stores. The spies of the enemy had

carried information to the refugees on Sandy

Hook and hence this raid which entailed

great pecuniary loss to Col. liendrickson.

The notorious James Moody in an account

of his career,dictated by him and published in

London, England, after the close of our Rev

olutionary war, gives his version of this raid.

He sa s that on June 10, 1779, he was at

Sandy ook and in command of sixteen men.

There he asked a friend named Hutchinson,

who had six men and some guides, toassist

him on an expedition against the rebels in

Monmouth county.

They started from Sandy Hook for Shrews

bury villa e and eluding the rebel guards

reached a p ace called the Falls undiscovered,

and surprised and made prisoners, one colonel,

one lientenant-colonel, one major, two captains

and other persons of lesser note. They des

troyed a considerable magazine of powder and

arms.

as they could carry or bring ofl', Hutchinson

With their prisoners and such stores-

took charge of, while Moody and his men re

mained in the rear. The were ursued by

double their numbers. L oody with his six

teen men made a stand and kept up such a

sharp fire on the rebels asto hold thein back,

while Hutchinson moved on with the prison-

ers and lunder.

Afler utchinson had

distance ahead, Moody and is men would fill

back. When they reached another good place

they would make another stand, until in this

way they reached Black Point (now Sea

bright.) Here they transported their prison

ers and plunder over the inlet. The rebels

were reinforced by ten men and made a de

termined attack, in which Captain Chadwick

and Lientenant Auke Hendrickson were shot

dead. Moody says there was somethingculiarly shocking in the death of the re el

ca tain. He was shot through by Moody

w ile with most bitter oaths and threats of

vengeance, after having once missed fire he

was again leveling his gun at him. That afler

three nien were killed and a number of others

lay wounded, the rebels raised a flag of truce

and asked for cessation of hostilities to re

move their dead and wounded. This was

agreed to on condition that they were allowed

toremove and take away all their plunder.

Moody sa s their goods and stores taken

ot a considerable

were sol or £500 ($2,500 and the money all

dlividedd ong the men w owere with him in

I; is rai .

Mood may have had only 16 men of his

own an six of Hutchinson's when he started

but he had at least fifiy when he reached

Tinton Falls before daylight. They found our

men in bed and wholly unprepared. The

threw a large quantity of powder in the mi l

pond and broke the guns. They seized all

the horses and wagons they could find at Tin

ton Falls and vicinity and loaded them with a

large uantity of stores, meal and flour from

the mill, to ther with all the provisions and

goods of va ue they could find. They drove

ofl' all the sheep and cattle on the farms

around there, besides slaughtering several

hogs, whose carcasses they wok off in one of

the wagons. They collected all this lunder

and moved ofl' down the road towards hrews

bury village before our militia could gather.

Then not over thirty men were in our force

when they began their pursuit. The over

took the rear guards commanded by oody

in person somewhere in the vicinity of what

if now Fair Haven. He however had all his
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prisoners stationed.close by his men; so that

our people could not fire,without endangering

their lives as much as those of the refugees.

Thus holding back' our force he allowed

Hutchinson with his train of wagons, cattle

and sheep to t well in advance. Then fall

ind baek, stil witbzthe lIl80u6rl as shields to

his men, he slowly fol owed.’ In thisway

they-reached Blaickilbim. Thereour people

had-ten more men tojoin them, and made an

sharp attack: on their flfllI’k’Whll€ the were

gettingi their plnnderioverthe inlet. . n .- the

confusion.- Captain ('ihadwick-.and Lientenant

Auke Hendrickson broke l0ose- from.. the-

enemyiand ran overito our men. Lientenant

Heudrickson was r1.1n81]. of -fiery temper and,

Ca£.min.Chadwick also was .very excitable

an passionate under provocation-. The tan-

talizmg and unfair wa'~ in which they had

been used-anal. tre 'while prisoners, by

Moodyhadexasperated both tothe ver of-

As soon as Lientenant Hendric - on

reac on-r lineihe grabbed amnsket which

had been. discharged, and ationce turned 'and-

ran towards Moody withloud threats and.

usage.. His

he was shot

. Captain . Chadwick, .who'

had also turne on them, was killedht the

same time by some oftthe-otherrefngees.

Some. ten of our. men were also wounded

which made any] further- effort' uselem. A

flag of-truce was raised and- Moody agreed »to

allow the removal of our-dead ' and wounded-

provided they were -permitted to carry ofl" all

their plunder. Like Captain JbShu&' Huddy

Captain Dennis, Lientenant Whiflock, , an

many other patriots 0l"0ur Revolution, who

gave up their lives for American ludBp€lll.'l'-’

ence, Ca tain Chadwickaud Lientenent Auke

Hendric son lie iriun'klnown’'and unmarked

graves.- Surely this is a replroach and a shame

tothe eof Monmout count .
Danie - endric'k's -' son“ of (llol. Daniel

Htndrickhoir and" on rine VanBrunt his

wife, married rElizabeth; daughter of Barzillai

imprecat-ions for his-cowardlly

n‘ of course -missedlfirc an -

own by Mood ..

Grover. He resided in-Upper'l''lreehold town—

ship and carried on a grist' mill' located on

Doctor’s Creek in that township. I think this -

mill was at Red Valle

mistaken as to that.

children:

William, born June. 2, 1782, married and

removed to one of the western states.

Barzillai, born February 19, 1784 married

Elizabeth Horsefull.

ed the- Union hotel at Freehold during the

thirties of last century.

although Imay be

Daniel, born May-19, 1786, died uumarried..

His.will was-proved Se t-ember.18, 1862, and.

recorded in Book. G of.\ ills,

hold: Makes a nest to his sister Theodosia,

wife of Forman I endrickson, and if dead, to

her dang-hter Eliza, wife of Jacob Ellis. He

page 470 at Free

gives to Georgeiluilay $100 - and residue of his

propert to his nephews, lilnoch Hendrickson

and Ric rd M. .lIeudrickson.’.

Joseph', born March’ 14,r 1788.

James G., born February 19, 1791, married

March~3,’ 1813, Hannah Morris.

Samuel, born July 26, 1793, married Phoebe-~

Mount.

Theodosia, born November’2, 1795,‘ married'

Foriuan, son of Jacob Hendrickson and lilliza»

both Mount, his wife.

Richard Howell, born Novembar|2,1795,.

married Lyde- I’errine.~

Katharine, born Junie 29, 1797, married

Peter Imlay.

John B., born January 26, 1799, married-

Parmilla Grover.

Enoch, born April’7, 1802,'married Achsah

Parker.

Pierson, born July 31,' 1808, married August

7, 1823, Sarah VanDorn. This last son resided

many years at-Tinwn Falls, where he carried

on a country, store.

Elizabeth Flendrickson, the mother of these

ten boys and two 'rls, made herwill January

27, 1843, oved ecember 6, 1851, recorded

at Freeho d in Book F of Wills, page 107, etc

 

CHILDREN. OF DANFEL HENDRICKSON5 AfND

CATHARINE VANDYKE, HIS WIFE.

Annetje, (Ann) the eighth child of above

named parents, was ba tized December 30,

1711, married 1732, “"r liam, son of Jacob

Couwenhoven and Saartje Schenck, his wife.

Their names appear as commuuicnnts on

records of the Dutch church in 1741 as follows:

“Wilm Cou wenhoven and Antje Hendrikze,

his wife.”

They had three children, viz.

Ssartje (baron) born in 1733, married Jacob.

(born 17:18) son of William Wyckoff and Agnes-

VanDorn. his wife. Their license was granted

January 7,1754. She died August 25. 1790. and

her husband - March 5, 1812. according to their

headstones in Tennenr. church yard.

Daniel. baptized Mnrch"30, 1737. married Aug

ust 23. 1757, Helena. daughter of George Taylor,-.

and died December 26, 1808. according to inscrip--

tion’on his tombstone in Lippet and Taylor

buryingground on the old Daniel J. Hendrickson

farm, now owned by the Morfords at en-st end of’

Middletown village An old Bible with name of

-Rebecca Coven oven” written on front leaf.

as owner, contains the following family record.

"Daniel Covenhoven, born January 2?, 1737.

Helena Ooveniioven, his wife. was born February

10.17.17. married August 23. 1757.

hey had the following.-

He owned and conducl>- -
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Anne Oovenhoven, their daughter, was born

July 9, 1768, about nine o’clock in the forenoon.

Bebecka Oovenhoven, born March 27, 1761,

about five o'clock in the afternoon.

William Covenhoven, born April 7, 1768, about

five o'clock in the morning.

George Govenhoven, born December 18, 1767,

about three o'clock in the afternoon.

Daniel G. Conover and Sarah Ann Cooper were

married December 16, 1818.”

Jacob, third child, was baptized October 14,

1789; no other record.

William Conover, as name is now spelled,

the father of above three children, died intes

tate in 1742. Letters of administration on his

estate were granted October 17, 1742, to his

widow, Ann, his brother Ruliph, and his

brother-in-law, \Villiam Hendrickson. The

widow, however, did not remain long in

mourning for she married March 17, 1744,

William Couwenhoven, (born July 20, 1700;

died November 10 1755) son of Cornelius

Couwenhoven and Margaret Schenck, his wife,

of Pleasant Vall‘e‘y. He too, had lost his first

wife Jannetje yckoif, and buried her by

his father in the Schenck-Couwenhoven ceme

ter .

Hy this second marriage there were two

children, a son and daughter viz:

Cornelius, born February 11; baptized,

April 7, 1746; married January 13, 1767,

Mary (born December 6, 1740, died January

3, 1860,) daughter of Hendrick Hendrickson

and Neelt'e chenck his wife and heretofore

mention . He died October 10, 1806, a ed

60 years, 7 months, 27 da s, according to is

headstone in Schenck- ouwenhoven yard.

His will is recorded in Book Aof Wills at

Freehold. '

By Mary Hendrickson he had following

four children:

Anne. baptized December 6, 1787; married Oc

tober 18. 1785, Abram Van Horne.

Nelly, baptized February 24, 1771; married De

cember 14, r790. Cornelius Vanflorne.

Lydia. baptized December 20, r778; married

January 2Z, 1807, Daniel Polhemus of Middlesex

county N. J.

William Hendrick, baptized June 2, 1782, died

uinnnri ied September 26. 1805, and is buried by

his father. granofather, and great-grandfather

in Schenck Couwenhoven yard.

Catharine, the only dau hter was baptized

April 16, 1749; married anua.ry 15, 1767.

Nicholas VanBruut, son of Nicholas Van

Brunt and Geesye Hendrickson his wife whose

names a pear as communicants in records of

the Drrtc church in 1731. This Geesye Hen

dricksun was a sister of Daniel and William

Hendrickson, the pioneer settlers. Nicholas

VanBrunt was Sheriff of Monmouth county

in 1778. He removed all the prisoners in our

county jail to Morris county before the British

army reached Freehold in June, 1778. Heand

Colonel Daniel Hendrickson were deputies to

the Provincial Congress of New Jersey from

Shrew.-bury township in 1775. He was an ac

tive anri zealous patriot during the Revolu

tion and a Captain in the militia.

By Catharine Couwenhoven his wife he had

following children.

Cornelius, baptized July E, 1769.

Nicholas, baptized August 4, 1771.

Antje, baptized May 8. 1774.

Mary, baptized June 25, 1775.

Hendrick, baptized April 5. 1778.

Daniel Covenhoven, baptized April 30, 1780;

died young.

Sarah Wyckoii', baptized September 28, 1788.

Daniel Conover, baptized November 18, 1787.

Sheriif Nicholas VanBrunt, a few years

after the close of the Revolutionary war, sold

his farm near Tinton Falls to Col. Daniel

Hendrickson and removed with his family to

Cherr Valley, New York, where he lived the

rest o his life.

Franc ntje, (Frances the ninth child of

Daniel endrickson an Catharine VanDyke,

his wife, married 1731, Tennis, (born June 15,

1704, died June 10, 1797,) son of Den se

Denyse and Helen Cortelyou, his wife, of i\ew

Utrecht, L. I. She was his second wife, as he

first married Catharine, a daughter of Hen

drick VanD ke, by whom he had one daugh

ter named elena,.born March 14, 1728; mar

ried A ril 17, 1759, Samuel Forman (born

Novem r 13, 1713; baptized Februar 13,

1714; died Janna? 18, 1792 , a sou of ons

than Forman and argaret yckofl, his wife.

She died January 20, 1789, and is buried by

her husband in old burying ground at Mt.

Pleasant or Freneau station.

Tennis Denyse, married for his third wife,

December 2, 1779, Rachel, daughter of Garret

Schenck and Neeltje Voorhees his wife, and

the widow of Geisbert Lon treet and Jacob

VanDorn. It was the thir venture of both

in the lotter of matrimony. Histor not onl

re ats itse f with nations but wit indivi -

ua s, for we have toda in Monmouth county

a lineal descendant of ennis Denise, who not

onl ' bears the same name, but has been mar

ri three times and whose second wife was

also a Hendrickson.

Tunis Denyse made his will April 2, 1792,

roved Januar 16, 1798, and recorded','i'n

ook 37 of Wills, page 350 at Trenton, N. J.

His son Daniel and son-in-law, John Forman,

are named as executors. His sons-in-law were

among the most influential and prominent of

the patriots during the revolution.

Francyntge Hendrickson and Tunis Denyse,

her husban , had the following children:

'Pr-ynl e, (Catharine) born May 8, 1732; died

Septem r 8, 1771. married Garret Hendrickson,

(born January 22. 1784; died December 2, 1801.)

who has already been mentioned in former

article. %1'3,~\ -

Eleanor, baptized May 26. 1 4; married John

Forman. (born 1731. died lslluann of Samuel

Forman and Mary. his wife. Their license was

granted May 2.1752. John Forman served as

one ofonr county jndges. She died in 1796.

Anna. horn June 16, 1736; married June 16.

1757. David Forman, (born October 1. 1798; died

March 30, 1812) son of Jonathan Forman and

Margaret Wyckoff, his wile. Their license was

granted June 9, 1757. according to records in

secretary oi state’s ofiice. She died September

9. 1798, and is buried in Tennent church yard.

David Forman was '&q@~

of Monmouth during the Revolution and(rnun

Sher’7'5;
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one of the most energetic and active of the pa

triotic leaders. On account of his swarthy com

plexion he was called Black David Forman.

Nnis or Denyse baptized January 4, 1738, died

young.

Jannetje (Jane) born August 19, ha tized Oc

tober 2. 1740, married Cornelius R., ( rn July

29. baptized September 14, 1740, died July 12,

1796, son of Roelot' Cornelius Couwenhoven and

Sara Voorhees his wife. Their license was

granted December 5, 1758. She died March 26,

1799, and is buried by her husband in Schenck

Couwenhoven yard. This couple had ten chil

dren, three boys and seven daughters who all

married well.*

Fammetje (Phoebe) born Au ust 11, baptized

September 4, 1743; married Octo er 19, 1765, Rev.

Benjamin DuBois the iamous pastor for over 50

years ofthe Monmouth Dutch church. He was

born March 30. 1739, and died.August 12.1727.

She died January 7, 1839, and is buried by her

husband in yard of Marlboro Dutch church. .

Denyse. baptized December 22, 1745; marned

April 17, 1768, Margaret. daughter of Richard and

Sara Francis, who died April 18, 1770, aged E

years, 10 mouths. 24 days,accordlng to her head

stone in To anemus burying ground where she

is interred y her parents. He married for his

second wife Catharine. daughter of Garret Gar

retse Schenck and Jannetza Willlamse Couwen

hoven his wife. She was baptized September 5,

1756. Denyse Denyse was a major of our militia

and also a jndge in our county courts during and

nent to t e Revolution.

Dainel, baptized May 15. 1748, married first

April 18,1771, Jane Schenck. who was born in

1754; married second. Mary Stillwell. Buried in

old yard near East Freeho d.

Mary, born July 9, 1750; married July 31, 1767,

John Schenck, the famous leader of our militia

during the Revolution. He was born August 28,

1745, and died August 28. 1884, on the farm in

Pleasant Valley where his .andson, David

Schenck, now resides. She died July 15.1829.

Both were first buried in Schenck and Couwen

hoven yard.but with many others have been

since removed, or rather what little was left of

their bodies has been removed and their tomb

stones set up in the Holmdel cemetery.

 

‘Marriages of the ten children of Oornelius B.

Couwenhoven and Jane Denise, his wife, from

records of the Dutch church.

"Francinke, to Hendrick Hendrickson, May 18,

81.

Tennis to Hannah VanBrockle, March 19, 1783.

Sarah, to Robert Ashton, June 21. 1783.

Mary, to Samuel Forman. March 12, 1789.

Rulif. to Sarah Vanderveer. January 12. 1789.

Catherine, to John Vanderveer. April 7, 1791.

Margaret, to Tennis Hobburt (Hubbard) Jan

uar I5, 1797.

E eanor, to Caleb Stiliwell, December 10. 1797.

Jane. to Matthias or Martin Covenhoven

March 10, i804. She was his first wife and died

December 12. 1820, aged wgears, 9 months, 6 days.

Cornelius 12., to Mary toutenburg, March 9,

1807.

Cornelius B. Covenhoven died April 11, 1817,

aged 33 years, 11 months. 8 days. Maréy Stouten

hurg, his wife, died A rll 29, 1861, age 74 years,

24 days. They were t e parents of Holmes Con

over, who married Caroline, daughter of James

G. Crawford, and died May 22. 1860, aged 52 years

4 months, 13 days. He was sheriff of Monmouth

county. His wife died August 28, 1843. aged 24

years. Buried in Schenck-Couwenhoven ceme

tery but arterward removed to Holmdel ceme

tery.

  

John Schenck, who marri

dau hter, was next to

his grother-in-law, one 0 the most active and

daring of the oflicers of our county militia.

So troublesome was he that the enemy offered

a reward of fifty guineas for his capture or

death.

An uttem tto ca ture the notorious tory,

mayor of ew Yor city, David Matthews,

by some Monmouth men led by John Schenck

and William Mnrriner, was perhaps the pri

mary cause of this offer. This was a ver bold

move and failed of success through the a sence

of Mayor Matthews from home that night.

He had been nccidently detained in New York

city.

The kidnapping of prominent patriots in

Monmouth by raiding bands of refugees was

of frequent occurrence, and their treatment as

risoners of the harshest kind. It is said that

'unningham often boasted when in liquor,

that he had used u more rebels by starvation

and ne lect than t e whole British army had

killed y their bullets and bayonets. At all

events reprisals or retaliations of some kind

were the onlly means left to compel decent

treatment an exchangeof prisoners. Accord

ingly. it was resolved to capture David

Matthews and two or three other prominent

loyalists who resided at Flatbush, L. I. and

within the lines of the British Elm . John

Schenck had a number of relatives iving in

the vicinity of Flatbush, and when a b0 had

often visited them and so became wel ac

quainted with the country and roads. Marri

ner presented this plan to the council of safety

who sanctioned it.

Nearly every neighborhood through which

a large stream or creek flowed into Raritan

rivcr, and from Cheesequake creek to Comp

ton’s creek along theBayshore had its associa

tion of men to own and man what was called a

whnleboat. Raritan Bay was wholly com

mnnded by the guns of the British men of war

so our people were obliged to hide their boats

up in some swamp or ravine. The large barges

or gun boats were kept well up Raritan river.

The usual crew of a whaleboat on the patriot

side was fifteen men, of whom one steered and

avc commands while the others rowed.

icked men of grmt physical strength and

endurance were selected. The least sign of

cowardice on part ofa man led to his instant

dismissal from the crew. They were trained

to row without noise and could propel the

hoat at the rate of twelve miles an hour.

Each man was armed with a cutlass and

pistols,and the boat sup lied with a few pikcs

and hooks on long po es a few grappling

irons, lanterns and heavy blankets.

Tlicse boats were about thirty feet in length

with flat bottoms to float in shoal water, wide

in the centre with high sides to carry big

loads, and ointed on oth ends. They were

called wha eboats but altogether different

from the small boats used in the whale fisher .

They were built of cedar or some other light

iroml so that they could be lifted from the

oungest

. avid orman
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water and carried over land by the crew and

concealed in some swamp or.ri.ivine up)ii.i the

woods. These boats were originally uilt to

carry on a secret traflic with the enemy and

smuggle goods back and forth. A whale boat

loaded with butter, eggs, poultry and other

farm truck, in ummer, and hay, grain, fire

wood, ew., in winter, slipping out of the inlets,

or rivers on our coast were safe from capture

on the ocean or bay unless intercepted by the

whale-boats of the patriots. Comm back

with the s cie or other valuable s after

trading with the enemy, they were valuable

prizes to our people when ca. tured. Trans

ports loaded with inunitions o .war and other

su lies for the British army in occupation

of ew York were constantly coming and go

ing out of Raritau Bay: A constant demand

existed for fresh pl'0VlSl0u8 on part of the peo

ple within the British lines an there was a

constant traflic to supply this demand.

An association of men existed through this

rcgion back of Middletown Point as Matawan

was then called, who had two whale-boats hid

in the ravines southeast of the village. These

men were seen by John Schenck and agreed

to hel him and Marriner in their raid. The

first c oudy or dark night was agreed on.

This ha pened the second Saturday in June,

1778. even of the regular crew met Marri

ner and Schenck at Brown’s Point late in the

afternoon. The boat was taken from its hid

ding place and launched in the Creek a little

after sunset. The sky was overcast with

clouds and there was every indication of an

easterly storm. They rowed directly across

to Staten Island, and guided by the li hts

which shone out from the houses on and

skirted the shore until they reached the Nar

rows. Here they rowed across and landed

some distance above what is now Fort Hamil

ton. Leaving two men in char e of the boat,

and guided by John Schenck t iey went over

to Flatbush. They reached here about mid

night and effected a noiseless entrance into the

dwelling of Mayor Matthews. The women

were placed in one room under guard but the

mayor was not at home. They took however,

four of his ne ro slaves. At the next house

they captur a Major Moncrieff and a Mr.

Bache. With these two white men and four

negroes they ot back to their boat without

exciting the east alarm. They rowed back

and reached the mouth of Matawan creek

with their six prisoners by daylight next

mornin . A newspaper of thatda in speak

ing of t is raid says they travele over fifty

miles between sbi o’clock Saturday night and

six o’clock next morning and behaved with

the greatest prudence and bravery. This

spiriting away of prominent men at night

from their homes within the British lines nat

urally aroused great alarm. No one felt safe

or secure against capture and same treatment

as they ave the American prisoners. Their

fears ma e them more humane.

Following is the British account of the

Flatbush raid from the journal of Lient. Col.

Stelphen Kemble, published in N. Y. Hist.

Co ection for year 1883, Vol. 1, pages 151-2.

“Sunday, June 14,1778. About2 o’clock

this morinng, aparty, said to be about 20

men some armed, others not, with faces

blacked, took ofl' Major Mcucreifle and Mr.

Bache. Attempted the Ma or, Mr. Matthews’

house, but it being well astened, and a shot

being fired, which the apprehended might

give the alarm, induce them to go ofl', with

the two first mentioned gentlemen, supposed

into Jersey, but at this time no certain ac

count can be given. All else is quiet.”

In this account the Mayor is left out as

though he was home and his house fastened

but the truth is he was not at home, and ifa

shot had been fired it would have created an

alarm as the British sentinels were posted all

around, for Flatbush was within their lines.

Jannetje, (Jane) the tenth child and youn -

est of the seven dau hters of Daniel Hendric -

son, was born and rought up on the home

stead at Hohndel. She married Ruliph, (born

March 1, 1712) a son of Jacob Couwenhoven

and Saartje Schenck, his wife, their nearest

nei hbors. She had known him from her

ear iest recollections. They had played and

romped together, sung Dutch nursery son

and followed the customs and usages whic

revailed at that time among their own people.

he same characteristics, manners and usages

marked them as those described b Miss Ger

trude Lelferts Vanderbilt in her ok called

“The Social History of Flatbush and the Man

ners and Customs of the Dutch in Kings

County: L. I.” They were the children of

these ong Island ople and were like them

in all respects, for t e ‘Dutch were not given

to change but were stable in all their ways.”

It was not until the Revolutionary war tore

up the foundations of society and government,

that there was any reat chan e in families

and classe. Uptot is time t e Dutch lan

gua e was generally used in family intercourse

or tie home life. There are a few rsons

now living born and brought up in P easant

Valley, Holmdel township, who can remember

when children, of hearing and singing the

words of the following Dutch nursery song

yvhifih Miss Vanderbilt has published in her

ioo :

Trip. a trop. a tronjes.

DeVarkens in de boonjes,

De Koejes in de Klaver,

De panrden in do haver,

De eenjes in de waterplhau,

So groot myn Kleine Claus-was.”

These lullabies and a few words like

“stoep” “blickey” “paas” “skipper” and

“baas” (boss) are the last lingering echoes of

the mother tongue once spoken b those old

settlers in Monmouth who came roin Kings

county on Long Island. '

There is a wide difference in the spirit and

sentiment expressed in these lullabies of the

Dutch, from those of the English, or Mother

Goose melodies as called.

The former re resented (peo le and animals

comfortable an contente ,pli2asant associa
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tionsand memories. and cheerful and sunny

prospects. Or they inculeated some lesson of

industry, economy, faithfulness or other every

day virtue. Their saint Santa Claus, was

jol y and benevolent, alwa s doing generous

and kindly acts. But chil hood and youthful

days soon pass. On the 12th of August A. D.,

1741, Jannetje Hendrickson married Ruliph

Couwenhoven. Their marria e license is

published in full on pa e 34 of ’ells’ Memo

rial Address at Brick C urch. It was signed

by Lewis Morris so prominent in the early

history of Monmouth county but at that time

Governor of New Jersey. These licenses are

all recorded in secretary of state’s oflice at

Trenton and in annexed note is a list from the

records of all licenses issued to the Hendrick

sons and Hendricks in Monmouth county,

between 1748 and 1772. Jannetje and Ruliph

('.ouwenhoven her husband had three children,

viz:

Sarah bapt. August 12. 1742, married in 1763

Ben'amln (baptized October 10, 1742) sou of Ben

am n VanCleaf and Helina or Neeltje Couwen

oven his wife.

Daniel, baptized January 15, 1744.

knowledge.

Catrina, ba tlzed Feb. 16. 1746, married Feb

uary 28. 1765, avid baptized September 25, 1748)

son of Tunis Van erveer and Aeltje Garretse

Schenck his wife. This couple had a son Tunis

who married December 12, 1792, Margaret, a

daughter of Rev. Benjamin DnBois.

Ruliph ('ouwenhoven died intestate in 1746.

Letter.-.. of administration on his estate were

granted same ear to his brother, Peter (\ou

venhoven, an his brothers-in-law William

Hendrickson and Tunis Denise.

Jannetje, however did not remain a widow

long for the next year, 1747, she married Peter,

asou of Jun Schanck and Saartje Couwenho

ven of Pleasant Valley. He ha lost his first

wife Jannetje VanNostrand or Ostrandt and

was read y for another. By Peter Schenck

she had following children:

Roelef P. known as “Long Buly” horn Decem

ber 27, 1748, ha tized January 22, 1749, married

Elizabeth Gor on (born December 8, 1757, died

August 15. 1887) and died November 28, 1814 Both

buried in Tennent church yard.

No other

Hendrickson marriage licenses as recorded

at Trenton, in oflice of Secretary of State be

tween 1748 and 1772.

Elizabeth, Monmouth,

Staalen Island. 20 May 1754.

Catharine, Monmouth, Jacob Remsen, Sr.,

New York, 11 Aug. 1749.

Mary, Monm0uth,Corn's Conover, Monmouth,

12 July 1767.

Neeltje, (widow) Monmouth, Elias Golden.

Monmouth. 80 July 1761.

Abram. Kings Co.,Anna van Kirk, Monmouth,

28 May 1759.

Albert. Monmouth, Johanna Mills. Monmouth,

3Jan. 1755.

Ooonradt. Monmouth, Mary English, Mon

mouth, 18 June 1759.

Cornelius. Monmouth Mary Thorn. 28Jan.1767.

Daniel. Mlddlesex, Eleanor van Mater, Mon

mouth, 14 Nov. 1758.

Daniel, jr.. Monmouth. Mary Schenck, Mon

mouth, 2 bept. 1767.

Garret, Monmouth, Catharine Denice, Mon

mouth, 8 Dec. 1755.

Hendrick, Middletown, Sara Thomson, Mid

dle1own.3 April 1751.

Hendrick, Monmouth, Ledy Conover, Mon

mouth. 7 March 1757.

Jacob. Monmouth, Elizabeth Mount,

mouth. 2 May 1771.

Tobias. Rebecca Coward, 21 March 1762.

William, Charity Robinson, Monmouth, 21

D90. 1756.

rzgllllam, Monmouth, Mary D0Ilglas, 22 April

’

William, Monmouth, Rachel Longstreet, 22

Feb. 1768.

Hendricks, Abraham. Monmouth,

Wykoff. Monmouth, 17 Dec. 1754.

Hendricks, Coonradt, Monmouth, Mercy Knott,

17 June 1763.

Hendricks, John, Monmouth, Phoebe Smith,

81 Oct. 1759.

Hendrickson marriages from records of

Dutch church, prior to 182."):

Jannetje, born June 1, bapt. July 28, 1751; mar

ried December 5, 1769, John Walter (born June

11, 1730, died October ll, 1775, according to his

headstone in Schenck-Couwenhoven cemeter )

and died January 6, 1774. A son of this coup e

named John Walter is buried by them in above

yard and his headstone gives date of his death

October 13, 1837, aged 66 years and 11 months.

Antje. baptized Se iember 30, 1758, married

Garret Janse Couwen oven. She was his second

wife and died April 5, 1808, according to her

headstone in yard ot' Marlboro Brick Church.

Her children have been already named in Con

over genealogy.

Leah, baptized November 9, 1755. married No

vember 80, 1775, John, aha tized August 26. 1750)

son of Benjamin VanC ea and Neeltje or Helena

Couwenhoven, his wife.

Francyntje. ba tized March 7, 1782, married

February 5, 1803, illlam Nicolas.

Neeltje, baptized June 17 , 1759. No other record.

Jannetje, to Boelot Covenhoven, Aug. 12, 1741.

Daniel, to Catherine Covenhoven, Dec. 22, 1748.

Ann, to William Covenhoven, March 17, 1744.

Mary, to Cornelius Covenhoven, Jan. 13, 1767.

Willimpe, to Aaron Longstreet, Nov. 9. 1778.

"Hendrick, to Francinke Covenhoven, May 18,

81. _

Cornelius, to Lydia Vanderbilt, March 24, 1785.

7Csatharine, to Cornelius VanDerhove, Nov. 29,

1 8 .

Denise. to Anne Schenck. March 21, 1788.

Hendrick. to Phoebe VanMater. Jan. 20, 1791.

John, to Mary Lloyd, Nov. 27. 1793.

Ida.to Joseph Kearney VanMater, Sept 10, 1794.

Catharine, to Peter Brewer. Sept 18, 1794.

Wlllism,to Elizabeth Vanderrype, Nov. 2-i, 1797.

Mary, to William VanMater, Dee. 24, 1797.

2 tljaotherine, to Jacobus Hubbert (Hubbard) May

, 8.

Anne, to Garret Torhune, Oct 8. 1799.

Lydia. to Hendrick Brewer, March 16. 1802. -

Garret D.. to Jane Hendrickson. March 23,1818.

William H., to Eleanor DuBois, Jan. 2. 1812.

Pierson, to Sarah VanDorn, Aug. 7. 1828.

Cyrenius, to Ida Van Mater, Sept. 18, 1823.

lIe.ndricl.lrson marriages from Book A of

marriages ln Monmouth clerk’s oflicc:

7Page 8-William, to Hannah Middleton, Feb. 7,

1 96.

Page 35—Daniel, to Sarah Covenhoven, Dec. 21,

1797.

John Vanderbilt,

Mon

Mary
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Page 40—Cornelius, to Catherine Reynolds,

both of Freehold townshi , Sept. 28, 1799.

Page 45—Wil1iam, to E eanor Emmons, both

of Freehold township, April 4, 1800.

‘Page 59—0ornel1us, to Anne Smith (widow)

11, 1802.

e59—Hendricks, John, to Christianna

Van eventer, An . 15, 1812.

Page 69—Hend ckson, Joseph, to Catherine

Anderson, both of Freehold township, Nov. 20,

1&8.

Page D8-Peter, to Catherine Cox, both of

ddletovm, to Belenah

Upper Freehold tovvnshifi, Dec. 19, 1807.

Page 85—Hendrlck, of i

Longstreet of Shrewsbury townshi , Oct. 18 1806,

mgaage 88—Bamne1, to Deborah mbs, Dec.,6.

HPtige 89—Wi11iam, to Ruth Horsefu1l,June a.

1 04.

Page 148—Jaoob, to Sarah Vanderveer, Feb. 18,

1810.

Page 148—'I'obias, to ldah Conover.Feb. 10, 1818.

Page 160—James G., to Hannah Morris, March

3, 1818.

Page 161—Danie1, to Deborah Tilton, Jan. 12,

1813.

Page 209—Willlam, to Sarah Lnyster, May 8,

1816.

Page 2l5—Joseph, to Elizabeth Hendrickson,

June 1, 1816.

Daniel the eleventh and youngest child of

the first Daniel was born lived died and was

buried on the homestead at lfolland in the

present townshi of Holmdel, which was de

vised to him by is father. He was born Jan

uary 5, baptized May 5, 1723, married Decem

ber 22, 1743, Catherine (born June 2, 1720,

dicd May 5, 1810,) the youngest child of Cor

nelius Couwenhoven and Margaretta Schenck

his wife, and died intestate June 24, 1788. The

records 1n our secretary of state’s oflice show

that letters of administration on his estate

were granted to his widow, July 31, 1788.

The headstones at their graves in the family

burying ground on the old homestead, give

their names, dates ofdeath and res tive ages.

Their son Hendrick, grandson Wi liam H. and

reat-grandson, the late Hon. William Henry

endrickson, who all lived and died on this

farm,are interred in this same buryin ground.

Daniel Hendrickson and his wife atherine

with his eldest sister Geesye and youngest sis

ter Jannetje joined the Dutch church of Mon

mouth together in 1747. From this timeto

his death Daniel Hendrickson was very zeal

ous and active in church work. In his own

home he conducted regularly family worshi

by reading the scriptures and prayer, an

when requested,at the houses of his neighbors.

Sometimes when the regular minister was ab

sent or sick he would conduct the services on

Sunday from the pulpit. It is said that he

could reach almost as good a sermon as the

pastor imself. A sermon written by him and

printed in the Dutch language was in the

possession of the late Rev. Garret C. Schenck,

whose first wife was his great-grand-daughter.

The Dutch settlers of Monmouth while not de

monstrative, theatrical or noisy in their re

ligion or worship were nevertheless firm and

practical believers in an everyday Provi

r enoe.

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and

lean not unto thine own understanding,” was

a real conviction in their minds. Daniel

Hendrickson voiced these convictions and sen

timents so often, that he became known as

“Dominic Dan’ll Hendrickson” and was called

“Dourinic” to the day of his death. Those of

his numerous descendants who have followed

in his footstc s and who have lived and died

on this ferti e farm with its healthful sur

roundings, and beautiful scenery, and enjoyed

the good will of their neighbors have good

season to say as “Dominic Daniel" did in his

ay:

“Except the Lord build the house, the la

bor in vain that build it; except the Lord ee

the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. ’

“They that trust in the Lord, shall beas

Mount Zion, which cannot be removed but

abideth forever.”

“The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor

the moon by night.” ,

“The Lord shall reserve thee from all evil,

He shall preserve t y soul.”

“The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and

thy coming in from this time fort an even for

ever more.”

Daniel Hendrickson by Catherine Couwen

hoven his wife, had following children:

Daniel D. born October 29, ba tized Decem

ber 9, 1744, married Elizabeth rn June 21

1763, died July 30,1836,)adaughter of Daniel

Stephenson or Stevenson, who owned the

farm which la adjacent to the Hendrickson

homestead at olland on the north and being

the same farm the late Hon. Wi.'liam B.

Hendrickson lived and died on. Through

this marria he acquired the Stevenson farm

for in the ivision of the real estate of his

father no share was allotted to him. He

grobably had all the land he wanted and took

is share in the personal property of his fath

er. During the Revolutionary war he com

mandedatroop of light horsemen and ren

dered good service to the patriotic side. He

has sometimes been confounded with his

cousin Colonel Daniel Hendrickson who com

manded the 3rd Regiment of Monmouth mili

tia and resided at Tinton Falls. Like other of

ficers of our militia he suflered great pecuni

ary loss throu h the neglect of his private

business and devoting his time and means,

during the seven years war to the American

cause. He died November 23, 1836, and was

over ninety-two years of age. He and his

wife are buried on the tarm where he lived.

There are only four graves in this family

burying ground whic is near the residence

of the late Hon. William B. Hendrickson, viz:

these two and their son Daniel D. and his

wife Catherine Bedle.

Daniel D. Hendrickson and Elizabeth Ste

venson his wife had two sons viz: Daniel D.

and William D. The latter married May B,

1816, Sarah, (born Jul 12 1795, died October

15, 1821,) daughter o John P. Luyster and

Anne Couwenhoven his wife. He died Janu

ary 14, 1823, aged 30 Years, 2 months, 15 days,
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according to his tombstone in the Luyster

family burying round at Holland. His will is

recorded at Free old in Bof Wills, p, 316, etc.

He left surviving two children, both daugh

ters; one of them named Anne Luyster, mar

ried James Madison Burrows, the other Eliza

beth Stephenson married Joel Stout. Daniel

D. the otherson was born April 22, 1786, mar

ried Catherine, ( born September 28, 1787, died

Januar 12, 1859) daughter of Thomas Bedle,

and di May 15, 1858, and was buried on the

farm where he was born, lived and died. He

was a Captain ofacom un.y of militia of Mon

mouth count , which urin the war of 1812

.was station at Sand Hoo , and was gener

ally known or called y the people “Captain

Daniel Hendrickson.” He was also active in

the erection of the Dutch church at Middle

town village in 1836.

At the first meeting of those friendly to the

erection of a Dutch church in Middletown

vill , held at the tavern of William Wilson

in this village, February 25, 1836, he was ap

pointed chairman of the committee to select

and purchase a location for the church edifice.

He was also on the committee to oversee the

work. His will was made August 18,1851,

roved June 24, 1858, and recorded at Free

old in G of Wills, p. 133, etc. He gave the

use of all his property to his widow for life

and at her death he devised all his lands to

gether with his rsonal property and “cider

house and disti lery” on his farm to his son

William B. Hendrickson. This devise is sub

'ect to payments of certain sums to his ei ht

ivin daughters and the children of is

dang ter Martha Winters deceased, and chil

ilrenof his son Daniel Hendrickson de

ceased.

Captain Daniel D. Hendrickson by Cath

erine Bedle his wife, had three sons and ten

dau hters. One of these sons and one daugh

ter ied young the others grew up and mar

ried. Only one of this large fiunily is now

living, viz; Henrietta, who married Daniel,

son of James Wilson, who now (1901) owns

and occupies the Wilson homestead. Mrs.

Henrietta Wilson is still living on this farm

adjacent to the one where she was born and

raised.

Daniel B. one of Captain Daniel's sons was

married and settled on a farm at Nut Swamp

where he died when a young man, leaving one

son Jose h A. Hendrickson, who now (1901)

owns an resides on this farm, and isnne of the

prominent and respected farmers of Middle

town township and évnoffi

William B. do whom the homestead was de

vised, was born February 10,1830, married

November 24, 1852, Catherine, daughter of

Joseph S. Applegate, Esq. He represented

Monmouth county in the Assembly in 1872-3

and was one of the influential citizens of Mid

dletown township. A sketch of his life and a

fair likeness can be seen in Ellis’ History of

Monmouth County. He died on the farm

where he was born and always lived, a few

yuirs ago, leaving two children a son and
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daughter. Cornelius second son of Daniel

Hendricksou and Catherine Couwenhoven his

wife, was born August 28, baptized October

11, I747, married March 24, 1784, Lydia (bap

tized November22, 1761, died October 22, 1822)

daughter of Cornelius VanDerbilt and Mar

garetta Lamberson his wifer and died October

10, 1802. He and his wife are buried in fam

irlly yard on the old Hendrickson homestead at

olland. He served durin the Revolution

in his brother, Captain Dainel Hendrickson’s

troop of light horsemen and also under Col

onel Asher Holmes. After his father’s death

in 1788, his share in real estate was arranged

by deeds, from his sister Catherine and broth

ers Daniel D. and Hendrick. The principal

tract deeded to him lay north of the resent

Daniel Wilson farm and east of ahoras

brook and extcnded well down toward Har

mony school house.

His son Daniel C. was born January 11,

1785, married January 12,1813, to Deborah

'l'ilton, by Rev. Beifainin Bennett, and died

September 7, 1863. e is buried on the home

stead farm at Holland. Cornelius also had

two daughters, who were both baptized June

15, 1788, viz: first Mar ret, who married,

May 31, 1809. Daniel erbert, died April 5,

1883. Daniel Herbert died October 6, 1836, aged

57 years, 3 months, 2 days. Both are buried

in yard of Middletown Dutch church. Second

Catherine, born January S, 1788, married

Murphy Tilton, died Se tember 24, 1881, and

is hurried in family ar on homestead.

Daniel C. Hendric son and Deborah Tilton

had a son Cornelius, born A ril 17, 1814,

married Mary, daughter of Jo n G. Ta lor

and Elizabeth Couwenhoven his wife. A soa

son Daniel T. born in 1822, married Deborah

Ann Morris, and died March 26, 1857, aged 35

years, 1 mouth, 28 days, according to inscrip

tion on his headstone in yard of Middletown

Dutch church.

The third child and only daughter of Daniel

Hendrickson and Catharine Couwenhoven,

his wife, was Catherine, born August 8, bap

tized Sc tember 30, 1753, and died unmarried

on the omestead where she always lived,

March lst, 1835, aged 81 years, 6 months, 23

days, according to inscri tion on the head

stone at her grave in the omestead burying

ground. Her will recorded at Freehold in

C of Wills, page 459, etc., is very voluminous

for she remembers with some kind of gift

nearly all her nephews and nieces. The

fourth child of the second Daniel Hendrick

son was Hendrick, born May 2, baptized June

12, 1758, married May 13, 1781, Francinke,

(b. Nov. 18, 1763, d. March 26, 1845,) daugh

ter of Cornelius R. Covenhoven and Jane

Denise his wife, who have been menitioned in

afornier article. Hendrick died December

1, HHO, aged 82 years, 6 months, 3!! rlays, and
 

'Cornelius VanDsrbilt was a son of Arts Van

Derbilt and Jannetje Cornelise Couwenhoven

his wife. He died August 18. 1800, aged 69 years,

8 months, 7 days. aecordin to inscription on his

tombstone in yard of Midd etown Dutch church.
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is buried on the homestead where he alwa s

lived. William, the fiflh and oungest chi d

of the second Daniel Hendric son, was bap

tized Nov. 22, 1761, and died young and

unmarried.

As the father of these children died intestate

June 24, 1788, the three surviving sons and

daughter b amicable arrangement among

themselves ivided the real estate.

In Book K of Deeds, page 56, etc., Mon

mouth Clerk’ oflice, we find record of a deed

executed Au ust 6, 1789, from Daniel, Cor

nelius, and endrick Hendrickson, the three

_--- sons to their sister Catherine Hendrickson.

It is recited therein that the rantors and

grantee are the only children an heirs-at-law

of Daniel Hendrickson of Middletown town

ship, who lately died intestate. That they

have agreed among themselves as to shares of

each in the real estate of their father and by

this deed the three sons convey and quitclaim

to their sister Catherine, her heirs and assigns

forever, the followin described lands and

premises, situate in said townshi of Middle

towri. The tract first described gins at an

apgle tree standing at the southeast corner

an beginning of a line settled by releases

between Johannes Luyster and Daniel Hen

drickson, dated April 11, 1745. Then follows

a particular description by chains and links,

and that it is the westermost rt of the home

lt.ract”“whereon said Daniel endrickson did

ive.

Then comes a general description of a tract

containing 122 87-100 acres, bounded south

erly in part by Luyster’s land and in

art by a branch of Mahor-as brook and

Colonel Daniel Hendrickson’s land; westerly,

in part by land formerly John Bowne’s"

esquire, deceased, now John Crawford’s and in

_part by Colonel Daniel Hendrickson’sland;

northerly, by a brook coming from the hills

and Hum hrey Wall and John Stillwell's

lands, an easterly by the east-most line

named in this particular description first

iven. It is then stated that part of the said

and was purchased of John \\ hitlock by

 

'John Bowne was the eldest son of Obadiah

Bowne and had one son Andrew and two daugh

ters, Lydia and Catherine. His daughter Cath

erine married Willlam, son of George Crawford.

His son Andrew died unmarried. His will was

proved January 18, 1776. and recorded In Book

M of Wills, page 1ll,etr-., at Trenton N. J. He do

vised all his real estate to John and William

Crawford, sons of his sister Catherine, subject to

ayment of em to their sister Father Crawford.

eaidne of his estate is left to John, William,

and Esther Crawford, the three children of his

sister Catherine Crawford. William Crawford,

Robert Hartshorne, and Garret Wall of Mount

Pleasant, were appointed executors; will is wit

neasedh William Hendrickson, Richard Craw

ford an Safety Bowne. John and William

Crawford divided the real estate so left,and John

Crawford became owner of the art next to the

Hendrickson homestead and wh ch John Bowne

had owned in his life time. John Crawford was

the father of thelate James G. Crawford of Craw

ford’s Corner, Holindel township.

Daniel Hendrickson the elder, by deed dated

May 16, 1698, and the other part by deed from

Garret Wall dated December 29 1709. . Four

and one half acres of fresh meadow lying on

the north side of a neck of woodland and con

veyed by John Wall to Daniel Hendrickson

the elder, by deed dated May S, 1711, and two

and two-fifths acres of salt meadow at Shoal

Harbour, are also conveyed to Catherine

Hendrickson by this deed.

Catherine Hendrickson, however, did not

retain this land long, for on April 1st,l800, by

deed of that date and for the consideration of

$2,000, she conveyed all the above premises to

her brother Hendrick Hendrickson.

deed is recorded at Freehold in L. of deeds p.

571, etc. and gave Hendrick the ownership

of all the original homestead owned by the

first Daniel and devised by him to his young

est son Daniel. Hendrick Hendrickson by

his will left all these lands to his grandson the

late Hon. William Henry Hendrickson, so

well known to the present generation of our

people in Monmouth county.

By deed dated Au ust 26, 1789, recorded in

same book K of d s, pa 67, etc., Daniel,

Cornelius and Catherine endrickson convey

and quitclaim to Hendrick Hendrickson the

eastermost part of the homestead on which

their deceased father lived. in particular

description first given the “Southwest corner

nfa mill dam” and “the middle of the flood

gate” are called for as monuments. Then fol

owsa general descri tion as 154 acres bounded

southerly and easter by Luyster’s land and

in part easterly by ahoras brook; northerl

in part by John Stillwell’s line and asmal

brook coming from the hills, and in part b

the lower edge of the upland bank on sont

side of the meadow on said brook;westerly, by

the westermost line named in the particular

description.

Six and four-fifths acres of salt meadow at

Shoal Harbour was also conveyed, and then

reference to chain of title same as in above

deeds to Catherine. These two deeds were wit

nessed by William Crawford, John Covenho

ven and Colonel Asher Holmes and were proved

bf aflidavits of Colonel Asher Holmes before

l endrick Hendrickson,one of the 'udges of

the Court of Common Pleas of onmouth

county on Februar 10, 1792.

-In this same boo K of deeds, 71, etc,

is a record of the deed from Danie , endrick,

and Catherine Hendrickson to Cornelius Hen

drickson, dated August 26, 1789, with same

witnesses and proof of execution before Judge

Hendrick Hendrickson. Several tracts are

conveyed by this deed. Firstatract of 11|r

acres and in the particular description given,

the “southwest corner of the mil dam where

it joins the uplands” and “middle of flood

gates” were called foras monuments. Then

follows a general description a 119 acres

more or less, bounded easterly by lands of

John Taylor, Esq., northerly by Aumack's

now Edward Taylor, deceased, land, westerly

in part and in part northerly, by lands form

This
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erly Daniel Stevenson’s now in .ssessi0n of

Daniel Hendrickson, Junior, an in part by

Mahoras brook as it now runs, which tract of

land was deeded by John Ta lor, Esq.,T to

Daniel Hendrickson, deceased, y deed dated

August 10,1763 together with half rt of

grist mill built by said Daniel Hendrickson,

and the right and privilege of digging and

carting ofl' earth for use in making, mending

and repairing the mill dam from southwest of

said milldam forever. Also a tract of 157 acres

near “Whakake" and four and one-halfacres

of salt meadow on east side of “Whakake

Creek.” Half of 36 acres situate a mile south

of“Sandy Hook” (Raritan) “Bay” and one

and one-half miles southwest of Point Comfort;

50 acres on north side of public road from

Middletown to Perth Amboy,and six and one

half acres of salt meadow at Shoal Harbour,

are likewise conveyed to Cornelius Hendrick

son by this deed. N0 share in his father’s

land is conveyed to Daniel who at this time

owned and occupied the Stevenson farm. The

father may have advanced money to him to

purchase t is laud or he may have taken his

share in personaldpro rty or in money.

Hendrick Hen ric son bv Franciu eC0u

wenhoven his wife had the following children.

Catherine, baptized March 14, 1782, mar

ried May 23, 1803, Garret Laue, and resided

with her husband at Piscaiaway, Middlesex

county, N. J. She had the following children:

Hendrick Hendrickson. bap. June 3, 1807.

Eliza Jane, born Sept. 22. I809.

William Hendrickson. twins born Sept. 24,

Garret Smock, 1811.

John. born April 21, 1814.

William H., born January 28,1787, mar

ried January 12, 1812, Eleanor (b. Aug. 19,

1792 d. Se t. 25,1879,) daughter of Charles

Dul§ois an Anne Hendrickson, and already

mentioned amon the descendants of Daniel

Hendrickson an Eleanor VanMater, his wife.

William H. Hendrickson died February 9,

1831, and was buried on the homestead. He

left a will proved before Peter C. Vauderhoef

Surrogate, April 2, 1831, and recorded in C of

Wills, page 194, etc. As his father was living

 

. {John Taylor, Esq. was appointed sheriff, first

in 1751 an held offlce to 1754, when Robert

Cummin s succeeded him. He was again ap

pointeds eriff of Monmouth county in 1757 for

three years. At the breaking out of the Revo

lutionary war he was one of the jndges of our

county courts. He was also one of the Peace

Commissioners appointed by Admiral Howe on

the part of the British government. In 1792 he

sold his larm at Middletown Village to George

Crawford and a few years after removed to Perth

Amboy where he died.

at this time he left no real estate, only per

sonal proplerty. He mentions in this will the

gold watc w ich once belonged to his brother

in-law Peter DuBois.

Jane, born March 6, 1792 married March

23, 1808, Garret D. Hendrickson (h. July 7,

1787,d. Oct. 12, 1861), and died August 5,

1875. Both buried in family yard on home

stead farm at Holland. Their children have

been named in a former article.

Hendrick Hendrickson made his will-De

ceiuber 9, 1834, proved December 21, 18-l0,and

recorded at Freehold in D of Wills, page 310,

etc. He provides for his widow Fraucinke,

and mentions his daughters, Cat eriue Lane,

and Jane, wife of Garret D. Hendrickson.

“The farm of296acres where I now live” with

all stock, etc. on same, he devises in fee to his

randson, William Henry Hendrickson. The

ollowing clause also appears in his will: “

do hereby reserve one acre of land on the farm

where I now live to be used as a burying

ground for the Hendrickson family and their

connections, which said graveyard is toinclnde

the present graveyard and as much land on

each side of itasshall make said acre.” A

codicil is added August 1, 1836 in which he

directs that the widow and children of his

deceased son William shall reside with him

and no charge be made against them for main

tenance. In his will he orders his grandson,

William Henry to say to -his sisters, Sarah

Anu, Franciuke, an Mar , $2,000 each.

William Henry, son of endrick Hendrick

son, married Januar 12, 1812 Eleanor Du

Bois, and had the fol owing children:

William Henry, born June 3, 1813, married

first, February 28, 1839, Elizabeth Woodward;

married second Mrs. Rebecca P. Fields,widow

of Thomas Fields. He twice represented

Monmouth county in New Jersey Senate and

was one of the leading and respected citizens

of Monmouth count . A verygood likeness

and full history of is life appears in Ellis’s

history of Monmouth county.

Sarah Ann, born April 14, 1816 married,

October 21, 1834, Rev. Garret C. Schanck (b.

September 14, 1806, d. Se tember 17, 1888,)

an died February 20 18 . Both buried in

yard of Marlboro Bricl: church.

Charles DuBois, born April 21, 1818, died

October 31, 1834.

Francinke, born Au st 18, 1822, married

March 4, 1840, George . Cox, and died A ril

29, 1854. Buried by her husband in yar of

Yellow Meeting House, Upper Freehold.

Mary, born October 1 1825 married Decem

ber 25, 1856, HenigeCorlies, (born October 20,

1821, and son of njamin W. Corlies.) She

died in August 1898.



WILLIAM HENDRICKSON, OR WILM HENDRICKS,

AS WRITTEN, BROTHER OF DANIEL.

Wilm Hendricks, as he wrote his name,was a

brother of Daniel Hendricksou,the first settler

at Holland, in the present townshi of Holm

del. I think Hendrick Hendricks t efather of

Daniel and William, lived in Llonmouth be

tween 1694 and 1706. Our court minutes for

this period show that one Hendrick Hendricks

served on the grandjury and also on a coroner’s

jury, called to view a corpse thrown up by the

sea on Sandy Hook beach. After above dates

no Hendrick Hendricks is named on our pub

lic records as resident of this county until

Daniel’s eldest son arrived at age. Hendrick

Hendricks was a widower and married again

about 1706 Helen Cortelyou, the widow of

Nicholas V’anBrunt and of Dionyse Denyse.

After this marriage it is said that he lived with

his wife on lands at New Utrechet, L. I.,.which

per father, Jacques Cortelyou, had devised to

Nil'

William Hendricks is first mentioned in

our county records as one of the persons who

broke up Governor Hamilton’s and Lewis

Morris’ court at Middletown village March

25, 1701, as has been already related. In Book

I of Deeds, page 219, Secretary of State's office,

is record ot an agreement between William

Hendricks and Jarret Wall of Middletown,

Monmouth county, dated June 17, 1703, fixing

division line between their lands. The begin

ning of the line is fixed at mouth of William

Hendricks’ ditch on west side of Mahoras

brook and to run due west from this point to

west side of Hendrickson land. On page 1.32

of court minutes of Monmouth under date of

December 6, 1709 William Hendrickson with

others appears before the court as a committee

from Dutch church t.o present Joseph .Morgan

as their pastor. He is also mentioned in these

same minutes in record oftwo public highways

laid out by the commissioners. The first under

date of September 27, 1706, of.a highway

from Middletown to the county line towards

Amboy. “William Hendricks mill” is named

as on line of this road. In the return of

another road laid out A ril 2, 1706, the begin

ning is at “William endricks’ mill” and

runnin thence “direct to Cocowders’ brook,

where alter Wall's th went over, and then

to Ruckman’s path w ic.h goes.to Waykake.”

This road return is published in full on page

266-7 Old Times in Old Monmouth.

Some forty years a o the remains of an old

dam,extending about alf across the meadow,

could be seen a few hundred feet south of. the

dwelling house where Jose(£El‘i Dorsett lived

until his death, and where rge Dorsett his

father had lived before him. The track of the

New York and Long Branch railroad run a

little distance north of this place. The banks

on both sides of the Mahoras meadow south of

this old dam are quite high. The east bank

curves around to the west so as to make a

natural dam half the width of the meadow.

The Mahoras brook which flows north along

the west bank of the meadow makes a turn

opposite the remains of this old dam and for a

short distance flows westerly and then turns

northerly along the farm of the late Hon.

William B. Hendrickson. It only needs a

short dam across this narrow neck of the

meadow to unite the east and west banks, and

so dam up the waters of Mahoras brook. In

the division deeds, between the children of the

second Daniel Hendrickson executed in 1789

and heretofore mentioned, this dam and flood

gates are referred to as monuments in the des

cription.

The fact that the deceased father had erect

ed a mill and conveyance of, half of same to

the son Cornelius is mentioned in the deed to

him. I think that here is the site of the first

grist mill erected in Monmouth count . The

old Town Book of Middletown towns ip con

tains records of the contract between the first

settlers in 1668 and one Robert Jones, of New

York, to ut up and operate a grist mill. It

wasto be uilt at a lace called b the Indians

“Choncis Sepns.” The early sett ers had oxen

and a few horses, and were obliged to select a

place on some stream with sufficient water to

run a mill. Mahoraa brook is the only stream

near the village of Middletown with sufficient

water for this purpose. The banks on each

side at this place favored the construction ofa

short dam. The hills were then covered with

dense forests and beneath were vines and un

derbrush, so that the storm water was held

from running off ra idly. All the streams

carried a greater vo ume of water and the

meadow or lowlands had not been filled up or

raised by the washings from the banks and

hillsides after they were cleared and plowed.

The Mahoras brook drains an extensive

region and durin heavy storms an immense

amount of water fiows down from the hills.

Robert Jones erected a mill at this

1669, for on May 24, 1670, town lot 0'. 33 is

transferred to him, which indicates that he

must have completed his part of the contract.

He did not, however, operate it long, for soon

after we find James Grover in ssession of

the mill and running it. I think aniel Hen

dricks purchased the property of Whitlock

lace in
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and Wall on account of the close proximity of

this mill. He was a man of more than ordi

nary intelligence and ener y for we find him

n constable and then sheri inless than fifteen

years aft:-r he settled. This, too,amongstran e

people of a different race and langua -. t

was doubtless his ownership of the a jacent

lands which enabled him to secure this mill

site for bis brother Wilham. At all events

this same family held it from 1705 until the

close of the centur as the deeds of 1789 inform

us. A miller and blacksmith were two of

the most important inen in a new settlement.

A great demand existed in early times, as the

settlements were pushed to west and south, for

men understanrling these trades.

William Hendricks married Willimptje,

(baptized at Flatbush, L. I., September 16,

1677,) a dauglhter of Guisbert Thys Laen

\'anPelt and annetje Adriaense Lambersen,

his wife, who are named among the organizing

ineinbers of the Monmouth Dutch church in

1709. His name, however, on church records

is entered “Gisbert Lwen” for the Van Pelt was

dropped. At a later date the name was spelled

"Laue” which surname has been retained by

his descendants to this day. One of his

daughters, “Moika” (Micha) married Stofliel

Dircksen Lougstrnat of Flatlands, L. I., who

also removed to Monmouth county, and were

the parents of Stoflel Longstreet (baptized

December 25, l7l3,died 17:54) who was the

first settler of this name in Up r Freehold

township and lived there unti his death.

William Hendricks died in April or May of

1711, before any of his children had arrived at

age. His will is dated April 2anrl proved

June 14 of the year 1711, and recorded at

Trenton, N. J., in Book 1 of Wills, pa e 326,

etc. Cornelius Doorn (VanDorn), \ illiam

Brudenseck and Barnes Lambersen are the

subscribing witnesses. His brother Daniel

Hendrickson, and friends Peter Wyckoff and

Stoflle Luugstrect are named as executors.

He does not mention his wife Willimpe and I

thcreforc infer that she had died prior to this

time (1711.) He mentions Guisbert (Gilbert)

as his eldest son and gives him four shillings

extra on this account. He gives his youngest

son Daniel, £20 more than t eothers. This is

the nephew Daniel Hendrickson also men

tinns in his will, giving himasmall lot of

land at Perth Amboy w ich he purchased of

Stephen Warne.

William Hendricks also speaks in his will

of his daughters but does not name them or

nny other sons except Gilbert and Daniel. He

states however that all his children are mi

nors. Gilhert Lane his father-in-law, in his

will dated Nov. 7, 1720, proved May 17, 1727,

and recorded at Trenton in Book B of wills p.

66, etc., speaks of his grand-children ”born of

my daughter Williamea Hendrickson late de

ceased, ormerly the wife of William Hen

drickson likewise deceased, and gives them

their mother’s share in his estate. These or

han children of William Hendricks and

\-_ Villiamptji Lane his wife, who were all under

a e in 1711 were: Guisbert, Geesye Hans

( ohn,) Jannetje (Jane,) Hendrick and

Daniel. As their father rana rist mill on

Mahoras brook, it is likely that t ese boys all

learned the business of ainiller for we find

some of them or their children following this

business at a later date in other parts of New

Jersey. I do not now know of any descendents

of these four sons residin in the old township

of Middletown. They a 1 removed to other

arts of this county or state and to Bucks and

ancaster counties in Pennsylvania. Some

retained the name of “Hendricks” and others

the ”Hendrickson” surname.

Guisbert, the eldest son, married about 1728,

Elizabeth (ha t. Augt. 13, 1710,) daughter of

Johannes Polhemus and Annetje TenEyck,

his wife, who have been heretofore mentioned.

She was a sister of Tobias and Johannes Pol

hemus, who also settled in Upper Freehold

township probably soon after Guisbert Hen

drickson settled in that vicinity. This part of

Monmouth together with adjacent territory in

what was then Burlington and Middlesex

counties, went under general name of Cross

wicks, now confined in one small village.

Nottingham township was then in Burling

ton county. Part of this township was taken

- offof Burlington and called Hamilton town

shi when Mercer county was formed in 1838.

I t ink Gilbert Hendrickson settled in this

part of Burlington. but now Mercer county,

somewheres near Yardville. - He devised this

lantation or farm to his youngest son,-David

endrickson, who I believe lived and died on

it. I should not be surprised to learn that

Gilbert Hendrickson operated a grist mill in

the vicinity of his farm. This however is a

conjecture. As his father hel ed organize the

Dutch church in 1709, so Gi bert helped the

first Presbyterian church at Allentown. As

will be seen from his will he remembers this

church with the giift of £10 or fifty dollars, '

which was a consi erahle sum in those oa .s.

Gilbert Hendrickson, like his father, read is

Dutch bible and accepted its teachings when

he read therein.

“Who is among you that feareth the Lord,

that obe eth the voice of his servant, that

walketh in darkness and hath no light? Let

Irim trust in the name of the Lorzl, and slay

upon his God.”

“I, even I am he that comforteth you; who

art thou, that thou shouldst be afraid of a man

that shall die, and the son of man which shall

be made as grass?”

“And forgettest the Lord, thy maker, that

hath stretched forth the heavens and laid the

foundations of the earth ? ”

“Fear thou not for I am u1'th thee: be not

disnmycd; or I am th God.” I will

strengthent ee; yealwill elptlzec; yealu-ill

up/told thee with the right hand of my right

counress.”

He believed in the word of God and trusting

in the “righteousness” of God, and not his

own oodness, he assed awa from this earth

in arch or April of 1777, caving his wife
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surviving and seven stalwart sons. He men

tions no daughter in his will, buta grand

daughter, Margaret Emley. He therefore

ma have had adaughtcr who married an

Eme and died prior to date of this will.

His escendants are numerous and will be

infirested in his will where he speaks for him

se .

The will and inventory of Guisbert Hen

drickson:—In the name of God, amen, I,

Gisebert Hendrickson of the township in

the county of Burlington in the Western Di

vision of the Province of New Jersey, being

weak in body but of Sound Mind and

Memory Blessed be God. do this Eleventh

day of November, in the year of Our Lord

one thousand seven hundred and Seventy

Six I do make and publish this my last Will

and Testament in manner and as followeth

that is to say FIRST I give and Bequeath

unto my beloved Wife Elizabeth the sum of

fifteen pounds Yearly during her natural

Life and to have any one of the rooms in

the house where I now live that she shall

Choose with every necessary thereunto be

longing with the use of one Negro Wench

with all other necessaries of life found her

as long as she shall remain my Widow, and

it is my will that all the Estate that my

Wife shall have at her death shall be equally

divided between my six sons hereafter men

tioned or the Survivors of them.

ITEM I give and bequeath unto my Son

Willaim the sum of One hundred pounds

Besides his Equal part with the Rest of m

Sons that is to say with himself & John

Daniel & Tobias and Cornelius & Jacob and

it is my desire that he may be Contented

with the proportion of my Estate with what

he already had.

ITEM I give & Bequeath unto my son

David all the Plantation whereon I now

dwell which I purchased by Sundry Surveays

now adjoining together to him his Heirs

and Assigns for aver together with tour

horses three cows twelve sheep Waggon plows

Hnrrows Gears He paying to my Six Sons

above named three hundred pounds in three

Years alter my Decease and tltteen pounds

Yearly unto my Widow as above said dur

ing her Natural Life and make such provi

ayons for her as is Bequeathed her in this

ill.

ITEM it is my will and do Bequeath to

Margaret Emley my Granddaughter one hun

dred pounds four years after my decease to

be paid by my Son David.

ITEM It is my Will and I do Order that

that Lot of Land lying at the North East

Corner of the Plantation formerly Abraham

Tiltons lying upon Doctors Creek to be sold

by my Executors And the Money arising

from the sale thereof to he Equally Divided

amongst my Six Sons above mentioned to

them their heirs and Assigns for ever.

ITEM it is my will & I do Order that if

either of my said sons should die without

issue that his part and portion herein be

queathed him shall be equally divided

amongst the Survivors that have Issue to

them their heirs and Assigns for ever.

ITEM it is m Will and I do order that

all my Moveable state be sold Except what

is already Bequeathed in this Will and after

all my just debts and funeral Char es are

paid that then the Overplush he naliy

Divided amon st my Six Sons above men

tioned that is illiam, John, Daniel, Tobias,

Cornelius, & Jacob all as aforesaid to them

their Heirs and Assigns for ever. And I do

hereby ordain and appoint my two Sons

William Hendrickson and Tobias Hendrick

son to be my true & lawful Executors to

this my last Will & Testament. Item it is

my Will and I do Order that my Executors

first of all do pay to the Elder of the Pres

byterian Church of Allentown ten pounds

for the use oi said church I do hereby re

voke all other Wills by me heretofore made.

IN WITNESS Whereof the said Guisbert

Hendrickson have to this my last Will and

Testament set my Hand and Seal the day and

year above written.

Guisbert Hendrickson (SEAL.)

Signed Sealed and Delivered by the said

Guisbert Hendrickson as and for his last

Will and Testament in the presents of us

who were present at the signing & Sealing

thereof.

Tobias Poihemus

Margaret Magaliard (w) her mark

William Reynolds.

Tobias Poihemus one of the wltnessesl to

the within will being first sworn on the

Holy Evangelist of Almighty God doth de

clare and say that he was present and saw

Guisbert Hendrickson the Testator in the

within will named Sign and Seal the same

& heard him Publish pronounce and de

clare the within Writing to be his last Will

& Testament And at the doing thereof he

was of sound and disposing mind and

Memory as far as he knows and as he Verily

believes and that Margaret Magaliard and

William Reynolds were also present at the

same time and Signed their Names as Wit

nesses to the Will together with this De

ponent in the presence of each other and in

the presence of the Testator.

Sworn the 28th day of April 1777 at Bur

lin ton before Robt Burcham.

he foregoing Will being prov’d probate

was Granted by his Excellenc Govr. Liv

lngston unto William Hen rickson and

Tobias Hendrickson Executors in the ad. Will

named being first sworn truly to perform

the same exhibit a true Inventory and

render a true Accot. when thereto lawfully

required Given under the Prerogative Seal

the day and Year aforesaid.

Cha. Pettit Regrr.

(I) The old wills now on record in Sec

retary of State’s oflice at Trenton. N. J.,

were originally recorded at Burlington,

for West Jersey, and numbered. While in

East Jersey they were recorded at Perth

Amhoy and books lettered. Thus there are

two sets of books covering the some period

of time. Some of the Monmouth county

wills, although in East Jersey, are recorded

at Burlington, as is shown in this article.



WILLIAM HENDRICKS AND WILLIAMPTJE LAEN,

HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN.

 

1. William, eldest son of Guisbert, mar

ried according to license granted February

22, 1768, Rachel Longstreet.

In Book I of deeds, page 496, Monmouth

Clerk’s oflice, is record of a deed dated Feb

ruary 2, 1778, from William Hendrickson

and Rachel, his wife, of Upper Freehold.

to Gilbert Longstreet of the same town

ship. The grantors convey for £4,000 a

tract of land in that township which Stoflel

Longstreet had deeded to William Hend

rickson, and “Peter Wecofi's ” land, Albert

Couwenhoven’s lands, and Doctor’s Creek

are called for as monuments.

2. John, second son, married November 14,

1763, Anna Cox, and resided 1n what is

now Ewing township, Mercer county.

8. Daniel, third son, was born aboutl787;

married Ann Stewart, and settled some where

near what is now Hamilton Square. He was

a zealous patriot and soldier of the Revolu

tion.

4. Tobias, fourth son, married according

to license dated March 21, 1762, Rebecca

Coward, and died May 23, 1811, aged 70

years, 10 months, and 2 days according to

his headstone in Old Yellow Meeting House

cemetery. His will is recorded at Freehold

as heretofore mentioned with some of his

descendants in Barkaiow genealogy.

5. Cornelius, fifth son is supposed to be

the same person named in marriage license

granted January 28, 1767, to Cornelius Hen

drickson and Mary Thorn of Monmouth coun

ty. No other knowledge.

.6. Jacob, the sixth son, married according

to license dated May 2, 1771, Elizabeth

Mount, and died July 24, 1881, aged 72

years, 6 months, 12 days, according to his

headstone in the Old Yellow Meeting House

cemetery. His wife is buried by him.

(+3. Joseph Holmes was the second son

of badiah Holmes and Alice Ashton, his

wife, and their son named in his will to

whom he devised his lands at Crosswicks

(Upper Freehold vicinity). Joseph Holmes

was born in 1699; married Elizabeth, daugh

ter of John Ashton. and lived on his farm

in Upper Freehold, and died in July, 1777.

He is buried in Ashton graveyard. His will

is recorded in Liber. 19, page 7. He had the

following seven children: Allis (Alice) born

June 10, 1726, married John Polhemus, died

without issue April 1, 1788, buried by her

husband in Yellow Meeting house cemetery;

Obadiah, born October 13, 1728; James, born

March 6, 1732, died young; Mary, born Sep

tember 17, 1733, married Peter Imlay; Joseph,

born December 3, 1786, married Phoebe

7. David the seventh and youngest son,

to whom his father left the homestead,

which lay, I think, in what was then Not

tingham township, Burlington county, but

now part of Mercer county, lived and

died on this farm, butI have no dates

of his marriage or death.

One of the maternal uncles of these seven

sons was John Polhemus, who lived in Upper

Freehold township and died there without

children. His will is dated June 7,17B8,proved

1793,and recorded at Trenton,N. J., in Liber.

83of Wills p. 284. This John Polhemus mar

ried Alice, daughter of Joseph Holmes and

Elizabeth Ashtonf his wife, of Upper

husband died September 15, 1793, aged 72

years, and is buried by her. In his will he

names his wife’s cousins,Elizabeth and Sarah

daughters of Jonathan Holmes, and Eliza

beth, daughter of John Holmes, and Eliz

abeth Wyckofl, daughter of Peter Imlay. He2

also mentions his own sister, Catherine,

who married Matthias Laen (Lane).

are named as members of Dutch church in

1750). If she is dead he orders legacy paid

to her children. He mentions children of

his brothers, Daniel Polhemus,Tobias Polhe

mus, and Cornelius Polhemus, and children

of his sisters, Nelly Couwenhoven and of

Elizabeth Hendrickson. “My brothers’ and

sisters' children,” are his words. His

nephew, Jacob Hendrickson of Upper Free

hold, and his brother, John Polhemus of

Middletown are appointed executors. The

will is witnessed by Garret Wyckofl, Robert

Imlay, and Samuel Imlay. It thus appears

that the Polhemuses. Hendricksons, Long

streets, and Wyckofis, settlers in Upper

Freehold, were closely connected by blood

or marriage.

Jonathan Holmes, the soldier of the Revo

lution, by his wife, Lydia Throckmorton,

Wardell, died August 31, 1809, leaving only

one child, a daughter, (his will was proved

September 16, 1809, and recorded at Free

hold in A of Wills, page 817. He leaves

£300 to Baptist church of Upper Freehold) '

Jonathan, born December 4, 1788, married

Lydia Throckmorton, died August 4, 1777,

from exposure and hardships in American

army during the war (he was a captain or

lientenant), buried in Yellow Meeting House

cemetery by his wife; John, born March 29,

1744, married Deborah Leonard, died Au

gust 10, i788, (his wife died May 6, 1811,

also buried in Yellow Meeting House ceme

tery.

Freehold. She died April, 1788, according

to her headstone in Yellow Meeting House

cemetery, aged 61 years, 10 months. Her

(They —- - -"'
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had a son Joseph, born 1772, married Mary

Bruere, and died July 16, 1815. His young

est son, Joseph, born November 24. 1810,

married Martha Ann Miers, and died Au

gust, 1897. They were the parents of Joseph

Holmes, our present Chosen Freeholder from

Upper Freehold township, and who still

(1901) owns anderesides on old Holmes home

stead in that township. The Joseph Holmes

who died July, 1777, and the progenitor of

the Upper Freehold Holmes family, was a

delegate to the Provincial Congress of New

Jersey and a member of the Council of

Safety in 1775-76. He was one of the most en

ergetic and trusted of the patriot leaders of

Monmouth county and his death at the very

beginning of the war was a great loss. Col.

Elisha Lawrence, who raised a battalion of

Jerseymen to serve in the English army and

who was very active on the royal side, was

a near neighbor to Joseph llolmes. There

were other very bitter and malignant Tories

among his near neighbors. His dwelling on

one occasion was attacked by the Refugees

and plundered.

William iiendricks and Williamptje Laen.

his wife, and their children:

Geesye, or Gezina, as spelled on page S7

of Wells’ address at Brick church, where

she and her husband are put down as mem

bers of the Dutch church in 1743, married

Matthias Peterzon. or Pietersen and was the

second child of William Hendricks. In the

record of the baptism of his children, her

name is sometimes entered as “(,ieesye Wil

liamse," meaning Geesye, the daughter of

William.

Matthias Pieterson, her husband, was a

son of Peter Thys Laen \-"anI’elt and Barbara

Houlton, his wife. He was known as Mat

thias, son of Peter. and so Pleterson became

his surname. Some of his descendants, it is

said, removed to Hnnterdon and Somerset

counties in this state, and others over into

Bucks and Chester counties. Pa.

Matthias Pieterson and Geesye Hendricks

had the following children:

Barbara, baptized May 26, 1717.

Peter, baptized November 23, 1718.

William, baptized January 13, 1723.

Mary, baptized January 10, 1733.

Daniel, baptized June 17, 1738.

Ilans (John) the third child of William

Hendricks, married Sarah Mosier and died

March :15, 1789, aged 89 years, according to

his headstone in yard of Marlboro Brick

church. His wife is interred by him and

date of her death given as March 31, 1782,

agcd 80 years, 2-! days. 0n page U6 of Wells'

address her name is spelled “Sarah Maser”

and she became a comlnunlcant in 1731. -John

Hendricks, as he wrote his name. made his

will May 18, 1785, proved April 15, 1159,

and is on record in Trenton in Book 30 of

Wills, page 175, etc. He orders his execu

tors to sell his land at lmlaystown, Upper

Freehold township, and one half ot his mill

Wherlz his son, Abraham Hendricks. now

lives in that township, and all other lauds

owned by him. He gives his old Dutch

Bible and £10 to his son Abraham. He men

tons his grand-daughter Charlotte and iour

children of his deceased son William. he

also mentions his grandsons Jacob and John

Vanderbilt, children of his deceased daugh

ter, Elizabeth. lie speaks of two children

of his son Conradt, appoints his son Abra

ham Hendricks and his two grandsons, Jacob

and John Vanderbilt, executors. The will

is witnessed by Mary Vanderbilt and Lewis

Forman. Seven of the children of John

Hendricks and Sarah Mosier, his wife, are

buried in the yard of the old Brick church

at Marlboro. All have the Hendricks sur

name. Some of his descendants removed to

Enston, Pa., and to Rockingham and other

counties in Virginia.

d By Sarah Mosier he had the following chil

ren:

Johannes. baptized April 8, 1733, married,

according to the license granted Uctober 31,

1759, Phoebe Smith, and died, according to

his headstone, July 13, 1760, aged 235 years,

5 months, 1 day. His will is dated July 3,

1760, proved July 26, 176..), and recorded at

Trenton in Book 9 of wills, page 258, etc.

He described himself as a resident of Mid

dlesex county, New Jersey. 1 think it was

in that part of Middlesex county taken olt in

1838 to form Mercer county. tie mentions

his wife Phoebe but had no children. lie

gives his brother William, six shirts and

two beaver hats, and to his brother Guisbert

(Gilbert) the remainder of his wearing ap

parel.

John Vanderbilt. The will is witnessed by

John Hendricks, Andrew Forman and Lewis

Forman. This John Hendricks. the, witness,

Ithink wasason of Gilbert Hendrickson

and Elizabeth Polhemus, his wife, already

mentioned, and residing in what was Not

tingham township, Burlington county, but

now Ewing township, Mercer county.

Elizabeth, baptized August 25. 1734, mar-

ried according to license dated May 20, 175},

and recorded in orlice of Secretary of State

at Trenton, N. J., John Vanderbilt of Staten

island, N. Y., and died August 13, 1760.

aged :36 years, l month, 13 days, according

to her headstone in Brick church cemetery.

She left two sons. who are the executors

named in her father’s will made 25 years

later. or in 1755. Under this will they sold

and conveyed away his real estate,as appears

from deeds recorded in Monmouth Clerk's

oliice.

William, baptized Decinber 25, 1786, mar

ried, according to license granted December

21, 1756, Charity Robinson of Monmouth

county and died before his father, leaving

tour children surviving. One child named

Charity died December 23, 1761, and is

buried in Brick church cemetery with a

headstone giving her name and age. He al

so had a son, John, baptized November 19,

17.37, who was his firstborn. As no others

He also mentions his brother-in-law, _
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are buried in Brick church yard it is likely

that they removed to some other place or

colony.

Conradt, baptized August 27, 1738 mar

ried first, according to license .dated June

18, 1759, Mary English. She died October

26, 1762, aged 27 years, leaving one daugh

ter, Elizabeth. baptized at Tennent church

November 22. 1761. He married for his sec

ond wife Mary Knott. This license is dated

Julie 17, 1763. During the Revolution he

sided with the King and enlisted 1n the

company raised by Capt. Thomas Crowell

which served in the battalion under Col.

Elisha Lawrence. the ex-sheriff or last of the

Kings' Sheriffs in Monmouth county. This

battalion was in Skinner's Brigade and was

stationed much of the time on Staten Is

land. On page 12 of Book A of Executions

in the Monmouth (Jlerk's otiice is record of

an execution issued May 1, 1779. sgslnsl

Thomas Crowell of Middletown township

who had been found guilty under an inquisi

tion of joining the Klng's army. On the next

page,No. 13, is record of an execution against

('onradt Hendricks. who had also joined

the King’s army. The real estate of these

men was sold under these executions.

They, however, never returned to this coun

try, so far as I can learn. They may have

removed to Nova Scotia.

Guisbert, (Gilbert) baptized May 24, 1741,

died single March 25, 1785. aged 4-4 years. 1

month, 2days, according to his headstone in

Brick church cemetery at Marlboro.

Mary,baptized April 7,1744, married Thom

as Hendricks, who. I think, resided some

where near Hopewell, N. J. She died Nov

ember 5, 1768, aged 24 years, according to

her headstone in Brick church cemetery. Her

husband is not buried in this yard and I do

not know what became of him or whether

she left any children.

Sarah, baptized June 28, 1747, died single

February'28, 1772.

Abraham, born——, married, according to

license dated December 17, 1754, Mary,

daughter of William Wyckoff and Agnes Van

Doren, his wife. She was born October 1,

173-r3, and died February 12, 1796, and is bur

ied in Brick church cemetery. Abraham

Hendricks may have been the oldest of the

eight children of John Hendricks, but there

is no record of his birth or baptism unless

the “Old Dutch Bible,” which his father

mentions in his will. be found. Neither do

1 know where Abraham died or where he

was buried. He seems to have resided in

Upper Freehold and run a grist mill at or

near Imlaystown or Allentown. During the

Revolution he was an earnest and energetic

patriot and a soldier.

I have no information or knowledge of

his children, if any. His father’s selection

of him as executor and gift of family Bible

to him leads me to think he was the oldest

son. Jannetje,. the fourth child of Wil

liam Hendricks and Wiilaimpe Laen, his
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wife, married Christopher Warmsley, and

moved to some other part of New Jersey or

some other colony. She had, however, three

of her children baptized in ourl)utch church

while visiting her parents, viz: William,

baptized May 3, 1719, and two others un

named, one October 25, 1724, and the other

April 16, 1r-316.

Hendrick, the lifth child of William ileu

dricks, was born November 11, 1706, mar

ried about 17'.',S, Altje,, daughter of Albert

Couwenhoven and Neiltje Schanck, his wife,

and died July 28, 1783, aged 7:5 years, S

months, fl days. His wife was born January

20, 1701!. tier father and mother are both

buried in Schauck-Couwenhoven yard, and

dates of their deaths from headstone inscrip

tions show that the prlnted statements here

tofore given are incorrect. Albert Couwen

hoven died September 15, 1748, aged 72 years,

9 months, and 6 days. Neiltje Schanck, his

wife, died July 27, 1751, aged 70 years, 6

months, and 4 days. Hendrick Hendrickson

and Aeltje Couwenhoven, his wife, had two

sons baptized in the Dutch church,viz: Hen

dric. ,-June 20, 17l$0,and Albert, July 16,1732.

There may have been other children born

and not baptized. Hendrick, according to li

cense granted April, 175l, married Sarah

'l'omson or Thompson. Both are put down

as residents of Middletown township. They

had the following children baptized: Hen

drick, May 3, 1752; William, February 26,

757; Albert, July B, 1759; Arrlnthia, Sep

tember 6, 1761. Albert, the second on

of Hendrick, married, according to license

dated January 3, 1755, Johanna Mills.

Both are named as residents of Monmouth.

This couple had the following children:

Hendrick, §J%.|a.e2 756; Altje, born

July 12, 1758, 1?, a e'§ iglark, as his chris

tian name is spe e on churc records, and

had seven children baptized between 1776

and 17114, viz: Rebecca, November 29, 1761;

Catherine, September 21, 1766; Mary, Aug

ust 25, 1768; Nelly, February 3, 1777; John,

February 3, 1777; William, February 8,

1777; Sarah, April 22, 1778. 1 do not know

of any of the male descendants of Hendrick

Hendrickson and Altje Couwenhoven, his

wife, now residing in Monmouth county. i

think some of them settled in Gloucester and

Salem counties and others removed to New

York and Pennsylvania. Daniel, the young

est son of William Hendrickson and Wil

laimpe Laen, his wife, is so named in his

will and is also named in the will of his

uncle, Daniel Hendricks, published hereto

fore in full. He removed from this county.

Iflnd Daniel Hendrickson running agrist

mill on the Millstone river, in Somerset

county, N. J., in the year 1741. This may be

the same person. His grandfather, Hendricks

Hendrickson, with Peter Cortelyou, Stofiel

Probasco, Theodore Poihemus, Hendrick

Lott, Jacques Cortelyou, Dionje Denyse, and

Cornelius Wyckofl, purchased in 1701, of

John Harrison ten thousand acres of land in

'W74 rz"/'@/¢/

E /a 15-mq,€ r
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Franklin township, Somerset county. N. J.

This land extended from Millstone river

over to the old Indian path which ran from

the falls of the Delaware River across New

Jersey to a point about three miles from the

mouth of the Raritan river. Here the river

was crossed and the path ran over to Mount

Pleasant and from there to (,'rawford’s Cor

ner, and from there over the hills by the

residence of Daniel Hendricks, the pioneer

settler to Ruckman’s. Hills at Middletown

village, and here intersected the old Indian

path from Freehold to the bay shore and to

Sandy Hook.

The eight purchasers divided this tract in

to eight parts. Now Daniel Hendrickson,

the youngest son of William. had’an oppor

tunity to learn the miller's business in his

father’s mill on Mahoras brook heretofore

mentioned. His uncle Daniel left him by

will a small lot of land at Perth Amboy.

This would indicate that Daniel had removed

to this town or vicinity at the mouth of

the Rarltau river. His grandfather, Hend

rick, owned lands on the Millstone River

which afforded a good site for grist mills,

a business which he understood. Neither

is Daniel Hendricks, the youngest son of

William, named in any of our county records

after the probate of his uncle Daniel’s will.

There is a probability from these consider

ations that the miller of this name on the

Millstone river in 1i41 may have been this

man.

This concludes the family records of some

of the Dutch settlers ot Monmouth county.

I have not written these articles to gratify

any foolish family pride or vanity, or to in

still notions of superiority; for “birth is an

accident,” and transmits neither brains or

virtues of parents to children. The plodding,

industrious, and economical habits of our

Low Dutch ancestors are worthy of remem

brance and imitation. Their ardent love of

liberty, independence, and truth was a

mighty factor in the establishment of this

great Republic. Their descendants are bound

by every principle of right and duty tocarry

forward their beneiicent work, until man

kind is freed from caste kings, priests and

all other forms of hereditary bondage or op

pression. The following lines by Lowell ex

press the truth:

“Let those who will, claim gentle birth,

And take their pride in Norman blood.

Thepnrest ancestry on earth,

Must find its spring in Adam’s mud.

And all, though noble now or base,

From the same level took their rise.

And side by side with loving grace,

Leaped crystal clear from Paradise.

“Among our sires no high horn chief.

Freckled his hands with peasants' gore; -

No spurred or coronetted thief.

Set his mailed heel upon the poor.

N0! We are come of a purer line,

With nobler hearts within the breast;

Large hearts, by suffering made divine

We draw our lineage from the oppressed."

“There's not a great soul gone before,

That is not mentioned in our clan.

Who, when the world took side with power,

Stood boldly on the side of man.

All hero spirits plain and grand.

Who for ages ope the door,

All labor’s dusky monarchs stand ,

Among the children of the poor.

“Let others boast of ancestors,

Who handed down some legal right,

To stand behind their tyrant's horse,

Or buckle his spurs before the fight.

We too, have our ancestral claims

Oi.’ marching in the van;

Of giving ourselves to steel and flame,

When aught is to be achieved for man.

“And is not this a family tree,

Worth keeping up from age to age;

Was ever such ancestry

Gold-blazoned on the heraldrs page?

In old Monmouth let us still,

Maintain our race and title pure,

The men and women of heart and will,

The people who endure.”



ERRORS AND OMISSIONS.

Pa 2, column 1, line 23:-—I)ate of Albert

Van .ouwenhoven’s death should be Sept. 13,

1748.

P e 2, column 1, line 28:—-Date of Jacob

Van ouwenhoven’s death should be June 4,

1744.

Page 6, column 2, line 10 and 11:-Strike

out ‘ or Ogburn” after “Peter” andsubstltute

“Rhoda Ogbourn” for ”Anna Ogden.”

Page 10, column 2, line 1l:—-Date of Cath

arine Sc-.henck’s birth should he March 17,

1762.

Page 10, column 2, line 31:—Elleanor

Schenck's marriage to George Crawford

should be January 27, 1799.

Page 15, column 1, line 7:—Insert after

”John R.” “the third child of Ruliff and

Sarah Schenck.”

Page 19, column 2, between lim-.40nnd 41:

Insert ”Aletta, born about 1752;” a child

omitted.

Page 25, column 1 lines 8 and 10:—Date of

Roelefl"s birth should be 0c¢. 5, nos, and his

death Aug. 20, 1786. The dates rinted were

dates of his wife's birth and deut .

Page 26, column 1, line 12:—“('.atherine”

was married to Daniel Hendrickson, Dec. 22,

1743.

Page 26, column 2, line 47:—Dnte of Sarah's

marriage to John VanCleaf should be June 14,

1739.

Page 29, column 2, lines 45 and 46:—For

”Antje I-lendrickson,his second wife,” sub

stitute ”Jannetje Wyckoff, his first wife.”

Page 35, column 2, line 31:-—C0l. Elias Con

over and Jose h Conover are said t.o be des

cendants of illiam VanCouwenhoven the

onl brother who remained on Long Island,
andyone or more of his sons settled at Penns

Neck or vicinity, and it is claimed was the

rojenitor of the above named persons and not

John Couwenhoven as stated. I do not know

which version is correct.

Page 39, column 2:—Among the 'urymen

named were other Scotcbmen besi es those

marked with a star.

Page 42, column 1, line 42:—Afier ”Jacob”

.. insert “Couwenhoven.”

Page 42, column 2:—Notc at bottom marked P

with star and including eleven lines, should

have been rinted at bottom of 1st column of

pa e 42. t is inserted in a sentence “His

wi e sur-” and following this note “vived him

for a number of years.”

Page 43, column 1, line 11:—Afier “Engelt

'e” insert words “the second child of Jacob

anDorn and Marytje Bennett.”

Page 44 column 1, line 43:—Date of Peter’s

ha tism should have been “Sept. 2, 1711.”

46, column 1, last line:—Date of Antje

$22 orn and Jan Cierk’s marriage should be

z .

Pa e 46, column 2, line 34:—Date of David

Van orn and Mary H. Crawford’s marriage

should be 1844.

Pu e 65, column 1, line 24:-—“That he died

in onmouth county” is uncertain. He is

said to have been an Indian trader in the

Shenandoah Valley, Va.

Page 76, column 1, line 13:-Substitute

“better” for ”little” before “covenant.”

Page 103, column 2, line 54 and 55:—I

should have said that John left children but I

have no definite information about them.

Page 105, column 2, lines 9 and 10 of foot

note:—'l‘he Burlin ton path began t.o diverge

from Main streeta ut where residence of late

Joel Parker stands, and not where the Pres

byterian stone church stands.

Pa .126 in title of chapter, the year 1799

shot! d be 1779.

Page 128, column 2, lines 59 and 60:—~Sub

stitute “grandson" for ”son” of Samuel For

man.

Page 128, column 2, in two last lines, strike

out “Brigadier General of our Monmouth

Militia” and substitute “Sheriffof Monmouth

county. /

Page 129, column ,2 line 2:—Strike out

“Gen.” and substitute ”Sherifl"’ before

”David Forman.” -/

Page 133, columnllfon line 57:—Aft.er word

township, add ”and another son named Edgar

who served with credit during the great rebel

lion as a soldier of the Union.”

Page 141, column 2, line 4l:—After date

“July 12, 1758" insert word “married.”



INSCRIPTIONS TAKEN FROM HEADSTONES IN

SCHENCK-COUWENHOVEN CEMETERY,

PLEASANT VALLEY.

Albert Couwenhoven, b. December 6 16765

d. Sept. 13, ma, u ed 12 y., 9 m., e <1. Son of

William Garretse ouwenhoven and Jannatie

Monfort.

Neeltje Schenck, b. Jan. 23, 1681; d. July

27, 1751, aged 70 y., 6 m. 4d. Wife of Albert

Couwenhoven and daughter of Roelof Mar

tense Schenck and Annetje Wyckoff.

Neltje Couwenhoven, b. Feb. 7, 1719; d.

Apr. 22 1738, a 19 y., 2 m., 15 d. Daugh

ter of Albert an Nel -'e ('ouwenhoven.

Christo her, b. Fe . 21, 1774; d. Mar. 16,

1775, a 1 y., 25d. Son of Cornelius Al

bertse Cou wenhoven and Mary Logan.

John, b. June 1, 1777; d. Apr. 4, 1783, aged

5 y., 10 m., 3d. Son of Cornelius Albertse

Couwenhoven and Mary Logan.

Cornelius C., b. May 18, 1771; d. Dec. 20,

1814, aged 43 y., 7 m., 2 d. Son of Cornelius

Albertse Couwenhoven and Mary Logan.

John C., b. Nov. 10, 1799; d. Nov. 26, 1852,

aged 54 y. 16 d. Son of Cornelius C. Coven

hoven and Elizabeth Covenhoven.

Elizabeth, b. Sept. 11, 1804; d. Jan. 30, 1860,

aged 55 . 4 m.,19 d. Daughter of John A.

Van Der ilt and Mary McKildoe, and wife of

John C. Conover,

Cornelius I., b. Mar. 11, 1826; d. Oct. 1,

1852, agfld 27 ., 6 m., 20 d. Son of John C.

Conover and Jizabeth Vanderbilt.

Emily, b. Aug. 13, 1830; d. Feb. 14. 1856,

aged 25 y., 6 m. Wife of Charles K. Butler,

and daughter of John C. Conover and Eliza

beth Vanderbilt.

Isabella, d. Aug. 31, 1858, aged 4 y., 5 m., 5

d. Daughter of Charles K. Butler and Emily

Conover.

Aaron, b. Nov. 29, 1838; d. Mar. 4. 1840,

aged 1 y., 3 m. 5 d. Son of John C. Conover

and Elizabeth Vanderbilt.

Eliza, b. Feb. 19, 1824; d. May 9, 1827, aged

3 y., 2 m., 20 days. Daughter of John C.

Conover and Elizabeth Vanderbilt.

Mary, b. Feb. 14, 1792; d. Nov. 1, 1801,

aged 9 y. 9 1n., 18d. Daughter of Cornelius

C. Covenhoven and Elizabeth Covenhoven.

Sarah Jane lIonoe,wife of Henry D. Smock,

d. .lan. 7, 1860, aged 24 y., 2 m., 15 d.

Jacob, son of Isaac and Caroline Smock, d.

Jnly18,1826, aged 2 '., 8 m., 7 d.

William I. S<-hanc , d. Aug, 12, 1860, aged

55 y., 8 m.

Denice D. son of David K. and Jane

Schenck, a 10 m., 2 d.

Jane,wife of David K. Schenck, and daugh

ter of Denice Schenck and Margaret Polhemus,

d. A r. 5, 1823, aged 31 y., 3 m. 28 d.
P

Elizabeth Covenhoven, b. Mar. 7 1769; d.

Nov. 16, 1837. Wife of Cornelius Coven

hoven and daughter of Harmen Covenboven

and Phoebe Baylee.

Daniel I. Schenck, b. Dec. 26,1778; d. Oct.

23, 1858, aged 79 y., 9 m., 29 d.

John Schenck and Mary Denise.

Elleanor Schenck, b. Jan. 16, 1783; d. July

15, 1858, a 75 y., 5 m., 29 d. Wife of

Dainel I. Sc enck and daughter of Garret G.

Schanck and Sarah Covenhoven.

Col. John Schenck, d. June 19 1864 aged

11 m., 23d. Son of Capt. John Schenck

an Mary Denise.

Micha VanNuyse, d. Oct. 1825, aged 48 y.

Wife of Col. John Schenck.

Elleanor Schenck, d. 1823, aged 21 y. Wife

of Asher Carlile and daughter of Col. John

Schenck and Micha VanNuyse.

Infant son of Elleanor Schenck and Asher

Carlile d. 1823.

Garret, son of Col. John Schenck and Micha

Van Nu se, aged 3 years. -

Anne aria, daughter of Col. John Schenck

and Micha VanNuyse, a 1 y., 11 m.

.Anna, dau hter of Co . John Schenck and

Mic-ha Van uyse, a 2 y.

Jacob Smock, d. pt. 11, 1826, aged 30 y.,

8 m., 24 da s.

William Schenck, d. Aug. 12, 1860, aged

55 years, 5 m.

William C., son of Hendrick Covenhoven

and Ann Bowne Crawford, b. June 23, 1808,

d. Aug. 8 1817, a ed 9 y..1m., 25 d.

Dr. William Jo nson Conover, son of John

I. Conover and L dia Johnson.

John I., son of r. William J. Conover and

Catharine S. Conover.

Anna Rebecca, daughter of Dr. William J .

Conover and Catharine S. Conover, d. Feb.

20, 1844, aged 2 y., 9 m.

A. s. d. Aug. 11, 1742.

Jacob Covenhoven, b. June 19, 1746' died

Oct. 18, 1825, aged 79 y., 8 m. Son of (Jarret

Jacobse Couwenhoven and Neeltje Rolofse

S:-henck.

Mary Schenck, born, Mar. 17, 1757; d. Mar.

7, 1818, aged 60 y., 11 m., 20 days. Wife of

Jacob Covenhoven and dau hter of Hendrick

Schenck and Catharine H0 mes.

Hendrick Covenhoven, d. Sept. 17, 1835,

nged 62 y., 5 m., 9 d. Son of Jacob Coven

hoven and Mary Schenck.

Son of Capt.
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The Burrowus housc, at Middletown

Point, whcrc the company \\-as iormcd

described by .\lajor S. S. Forman.

Here, also, occurred the raid of “the

Greens” in the early June morning, thc

5th, 1778. The object was to capture

the son. Major John, at homc for a

few hours. He was alarmed in time

to jump from his bcd, reach the lowr

story, escape through a window, swim

the creek and find snicty through his

knowledge of the country.

The picture to the rirmt shows the

fine old hall of the lhirrowes housc.

The chair on the first landing marks

 

the spot whcrc .\'l~'=. llurrowes was met

and sabrcd by the brutal officcr for rc

fusing her shawl to bind lhc wmunls

of a raidcr—a wound resulting in

blood poisoning and death in v<ry

early life. The burning of the mills

 

owned by Burrowcs & Forman is rc

cordcd in local histories. The taking

of John Burrowes. Sr.. to :r prisnn shin,

the seizure of two prominent Tories of

.\iiddlctown by ('oloncl llendcrson and

\-Villiam W'il-roff, bringing them to .\lon

mouth jail as hostages. and that se

 

 
curing Burrowcs' release.





A PI'ENDIX.

Ann Bowne Crawford, h. June 25, 1788; d.

Feb. 10, 1832, aged 43 y., 7 m., 14 d. Wife.of

Hendrick Covenhoven and daughter of W|l-

liam and Rebecca Patterson Crawford.

Mar Schenck, d. Feb. 2, 1773, aged 4 m.

21 d. aughter ofGarret G. Schenck, II., and

Sarah Covenhoven.

Garret, minor son of Garret G. Schenck, II.

and Sarah Covenhoven, d. Jan. 27, 1784, aged

3 ., 4 m., 15d.

{lulif G. Schenck, b. Apr. 27, 1697; ri. Aug.

22, 1768, a 71 y., 3 m., 25 d. Son of Garret

R. Schenc , I., and Nelke Voorheese.

John Schenck, b. Dec. 7,1717; died Feb. 18,

1775, ed 57 y., 2 m. 11 d. Son of Garret R.

Schenc , I., and Nelke Voorheese.

Nell , daughter of Capt. John Schenck and

Mary Henise, d. Se t. 23, 1773.

Garret G. Schenc , Il., d. Sept. 29, 1797, aged

533'. I1 m., 5 d. Son of Garret G. Schenck

an Jannetje Couwenhoven.

Sarah Couwenhoven, b. July 23, 1744; d.

Nov. 16 1805, aged 61 y., 3 m., 24 d. Wife of

Garret . Schenck, II., and daughter of Rulif

C. Couwenhoven and Sarah Voorheese.

Rulif C. Schenck, b. Feb. 28, 1778, d. Mar.

26, 1815. Son of Garret G. Schenck and

Sarah Covenhoven.

Anne Schenck, d. Mar. 25, 1807, aged 42

gé 5m., 25d. Dan hter of Garret G.

henck, III. and Sara Couwenhoven.

Garret G. Schenck, III. d. Aug. 25, 1779,

aged 16 v., 5 m., 30 d. Son of Garret G.

Schenck and Sarah Covenhoven.

--e Garret R. Schenck b. Oct. 27, 1671; d. S t.

5 1745, aged 73 y., 1(l m., 8 d. Son of R0 of

Liartense Schenck and Neeltje Garretae Cou

wenhovcn.

. / Neeltje Voorheese, h. Oct. 1, 1675, d. Aug.

4, 1750, age 74 y., 10 m., 4 d. Wife of Garret

R. Schenck and daughter of Koert Voorheese.

Garret G. Schenck, b. Nov. 2, 1712' d. Aufi.

20, 1757,, aged 44]y., 11 m. Son of arret .

Schenck and Nee t'e Koerten Voorheese.

Janetje Couwen oven, b. Oct. 6, 1714; d.

Feb. 14, 1792. Wife of Garret G. Schenck

and daughter of William W. Couwenhoven

and Autle Lucasse Voorheese.

Mary, d. Jan. 29, 1758, aged 1 y. Daughter

of Garret Jacobse Covenhoven and Neeltje

Rolfese Schenck.

Aarie VanDooru, d. Dec. 4, 1748, aged

52 y., 8 m. Son of Jacob VanDoorn and

Marytje Bennett.

Jacob, d. Sept. 9, 1785, aged 52 y., 9 m., 9

d. Son of Aarie VanDoorn and Anlje Jan

Schenck.

Elleauor VauDoorn, d. Feb. 11, 1834, aged

91 ., 10 m., 8 d. Widow of Hendrick Smock

an Garret Hendrickson and daughter ofAarie

VanD0orn and Antje Schenck.

_Mary Jane, daughter of Elisha and Jane

Holmes.

Ann Golden, daughter of Elisha and Jane

Holmes.

_'Daniel, son of Elisha and Jane Holmes.

~ Isaac, son of Elisha and Jane Holmes.

Peter, sou of Elisha and Jane Holmes.

 

Joseph, son of Elisha and Jane Holmes.

John Waller, d. Oct. 11, 1775, aged 45y.,

9 m.

Jane, d. Jan. 6, 1774, d 22 y., 7 m., 5d.

Wife of John Walter an daughter of Peter

f___.--m

Janse Schenck and Jauatie Hendrickson. -

John d. Oct. 13, 1837, aged 66 y., 11 m.

Son of John Walter and Jane Schenck.

John Schuyler, d. Jan. 4,1838, aged 7 y., 5

m., 22 d. Son of Charles O. and Sarah E.

Walter.

Cornelius, d. Dec. 9, 1789, a 8 m., 5 d.

Son of Abraham VanHoru an Anne Coven

hoven.

Samuel Bowue, died Mar. 11

y. Husband of Patience ( Eliasel Covenhoven.

Alfred Theodore, d. Oct. 15, 1803, 1 y.,

9m., 26 d. Son of Conover and izabeth

Bowne of New York.

Elisha Holmes, d. June 17,1866, aged 69 fa,

11 m., 4 d. Son of Joseph Holmes and Ne ly

Schenck.

Jane, born Apr. 29, 1799- d. Sept. 27 1837,

aged 37 y., 4 m., 28 d. Wife of Elisha Holmes

and daughter of Peter Van Dorn and Jannatie

Williamson.

Arintha, b. Nov. 24, 1798' d. Oct. 30 1854,

aged 55 y., 11 m. Second wife of Elisha

Holmes and daughter of Schuyler Schenck

and Margaret Covenhoven.

Sarah, d. June 30 1768 a ed 13 y., 1 m.,

Schenck and4 d. Dau hter of Hendrick

Catharine olmes.

Daniel Conover, b. Dec. 20, 1742; d. Feb. 18,

1821, a 78 y., 1 m., 28 d.

Jaco Conover, b. Nov. 25, 1779; d. Sept. 9,

1846, aged 66 y., 9 m.. 14 d.

Ensign Elias Covenhoven, b. Sept. 12, 1706;

d. Dec. 25, 1750, aged 44 y., 3 m., 13 d. Sou

of Peter Couwenhoven and Patience Daws.

Willemsee, b. Mar. 24, 1709; d. Mar. 24,

1759, aged 50 y. Wife of Ensign Elias Cou

wenhoven and daughter of John Wall and

Mary Hubbard.

Catharine H., b. Mar. 17, 1762; d. June 5,

1816. Daughter of Hendrick Schenck and

Catharine Holmes.

Rulif H., b. Apr. 17, 1753; d. Oct. 12, 1800,

aged 47 y., 5 m., 5 d. Son of Hendrick

Schenck and Catharine Holmes.

Sarah, b. Feb. 13, 1759; d. A r. 13, 1811,

aged 52 y., 2 m. Wife of Ruli H. Schenck

and daughter of John Schenck and Neltje

Benuet.

Hendrick b. June 13, 1777; d. Dec.12, 1812.

Son of auuf H. and Sarah Schenck.

Jacob, b. Sept. 13 1793; d. Dec. 22, 1859.

Son of Rnlif a. and smh Schenck.

Johnathan, b. July 19, 1761; d. Apr. 4 1771.

Son of Hendrick Schenck and Catharine

Holmes.

Rolof, b. Feb. 21, 1692- d. Jan. 19, 1766,

aged 73 y., 10 m., 28 d. Son of Jan Schenck

angesamlll) C8uwenh°9‘6eli'l Se 20 1747 ged

eye, . ct.916 - . t. , a
50 ., 11 m., 11 Wife orpllolof Schenck

an daughter of Daniel Hendrickson and

Catharine VanDyke.

1799, aged 77 /’

/
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John, b. Jan.- 22, 1720; d. June 27, 1749,

aged 29 y., 5 m., 5 d. Son of Rolof Schenck

and Ges a Hendrickson, daughter of Sherifl‘

Daniel endrickson.

Hendrick, b. July 29, 1731, d. Aug. 24, 1766

aged 35 y., 25 d. Son of Rolof Schenck and

Geaye Hendrickson.

Catharine, h. Ma 11, 1731; d. May 12, 1796,

aged63 y., 1 d. idoiv of John and Hendrick

Schenck, and daughler of Johnathan Holmes

and Senniche Hendrickson, daughter of ex

Sherilf Daniel Hendrickson.

Cornelius R., b. July 29, 1740, d. July 12,

1796, aged 55 y., 11 m., 14 d. Son of Rulif C.

Couwenhoven and Sarah Voorheese.

Jane, b. Aug. 19, 1740; d. Mar. 26, 1799,

at!!! 58 y., 7 m. 7 d. Wife of Cornelius R.

venhoven and daughter of Tunis Denise

and Francinka Hendrickmn.

Tennis, b. Mar. 10, 1761; d. Oct. 30, 1787,

26 y., 7 m., 20 d. Son of Cornelius R.

ovenhoven and Jane Denise.

William C., born July 20, 1700; d. Nov. 10,

1755, aged 55 y., 3 m., 21 d. Son of Cornelius

Couwenhoven and Margaratta Schenck.

.——-— Jannatie, b. Jan. 26, 1702; d. June 22, 1743,

889<1 41 y., 4 m., 27 d. First wife of William
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C. Couwenhoven and daughter of Peter Weeof

and Willempe Schenck.

Cornelius W., b. Feb. 11, 1746; d. Oct. 10,

1806, aged 60 y., 7 m., 27 d. Son of William

C. Covenhoven and his second wife, Annelje

Hendrickson.

Mary, b. Dec. 6, 1740' d. Jan. 3, 1806, aged

64 ., 27 d. Wife of Cornelius Covenhoven

an daughter of Hendrick Hendrickson and

Ne‘l‘tije Garretse Schenck.

illiam Hendrick, d. Sept. 26, 1805, aged

22 y., 6 m., 12 d. Onl son of Cornelius

Covenhoven and Mar endrickson.

Cornelius, b. Nov. , 1671: d. May 16, 1736,

53e<164 .,5m.,17cl. Sonof-WilliamGerritse/

Couwen oven and Janattie Monfort.

Margaratta, b. Feb. 9, 1678' d. Dec. 6, 1751,

grad 73 y., 9 m., 27 d. Wife of Cornelius

uwenhoven and daughter of Rolofe Mar-/

tense Schenck and Annetje Wychof. /

Bulif, b. Oct. 5, 1706; d. Au . 20, 1786,

$ 79 y., 10 m. 15 d. Son o Cornelius

uwenhoven and hlargaratta Schenck.

Sarah, b. Apr. 12, 1710- d. Dec. 12, 1789,

aged 79 y. s m. Wife of fiuiir Couwenhoven

and dau hter of Cornelius Voorheese and

Marytje itmars.



RE-INTERMENTS FROM SCHENCK-COUWENHOVEN

CEMETERY TO HOLMDEL CEMETERY.

John Schenck, b. Feb. 10, 1670; d. Jan. 30,

1753. Son of Roelof Martense and Neeltje

Garretse Couwenhoven Schenck.

Sarah Couwenhoven, b. Jan. 6, 1675- d. Jan.

31, 1761. Wife of John Schenck and daughter

of William Garretse and Jannetje Monfoort

Couwenhoven.

John Schenck, b. June 27, 1722; d. Dec. 24,

1808. Son of John and Sarah Couwenhoven

Schenck.

Nelly Bennett, b. Ilov. 2.<J, 1728; died June

1, 1810. Wife of John Schenck and daughter

of Jan Bennett and Eyke VanMater Bennett.

Mary Schenck, b. Jan. 23, 1769; d. May 12,

1772. Daughter of John and Nelly Bennett

Schenck.

Chrineyonce Schenck, b. Se t. 18, 1753; d.

young. Son of John and elly Bennett

Schenck.

Chrineyonce Schenck, b. Dec. 29, 1760' d.

Mar. 15, 1840. Son ofJohu and Nelly lien

nett Schenck.

Mar ret Polhemus, h. Mar. 11, 1766; d.

Jan. 1 , 1857. Wife of Chrine once Schenck

and daughter of John and ary VanMater

Polhemus.

Daniel P. Schenck, b. May 12, 1805; d. Dec.

29,1864. Son of Chrineyonce and Margaret

Polhemus Schenck.

Lydia H. Longstreet, b. Dec. 18, 1809; d.

Apr. 7, 1838. Wife of Daniel P. Schenck and

daughter of Hendrick and Mary Holmes

Longstreet.

Chrineyonoe Schanck, b. Feb. 21, 1838, d.

Feb. 17, 1839. Son of Daniel P. and Lydia H.

Lon treet Schenck.

Jo n C. Schenck, b. June 2, 1797; d. Aug.

22, 1799. Son of Chrineyonce and Margaret

Polhemus Schenck.

Eliza Schenck, h. Mar. 2, 1799; d. Dec. 2,

1799. Dau hter of Chrineyonee and Margaret

Polhemus henck.

Mar ret Schenck, b. May 12, 1801; d. Mar.

10, 1 . Daughter of Chnneyonee and Mar

garet Polhemus Schenck.

Abigail Schenck, h. Apr. 28, 1808; d. May

31, 1825. Daughter of Chrineyonoe and Mar

garet Polhemus Schenck.

John C. Schenck, b. June 6, 1803- d. Aug.

13,1858. Son of Chrineyonoe and Margaret

Pol hemus Schenck.

Margaret Schenck, d. Jan. 16, 1831, aged 1

y., 2 m., 28 d. Daughter ofJohn C. and Mar

garet Polhemus Schenck.

Sarah Schenck d. Se t. 9, 1834, .2 y.,

5 m., 21 d. Daughter of ohn C. and argaret

Polhemus Schenck.

Catharine Schenck, d. Feb. 23, 1840- a ed

11 m., 5d. Daughter of John C. and Misr

garet Polhemus Schenck.

Chrineyonce Schenck, d. Mar. 10, 1861; aged

16 ,. 7 m., 14d. Son of John C. and Margaret

Po helnus Schenck.

Charles Schenck, h. Se t, 1. 1856; d. Dec.

30, 1%. Son of Daniel . Schenck, Jr., and

Lavenia Conover Schenck.

Cornelius R. Covenhoven, d. Apr. 11 1817'

aged 333., 11 m., 8 d. Son ot'Cornelius ll. an

Jane Denise Covenhoven.

Mary Stonlenburg, d. Apr. 29, 1861;aged 74

y., 24 d. Wife of Cornelius R. Covenhoven.

Holmes Conover, d. May 22, 1860; aged 52 y.,

4 m., 13 d. Sou of Cornelius R. and Mary

Stontenburg Conover. Twice sheriff of Mon

mouth county.

Caroline Crawford, d. Aug. 28, 1843; aged

24 years. Wife of Holmes Conover and

daughter of James A. Crawford.

Garret R. Schenck, d. May 28, 1866; aged 65

y., 5 m., 12 d.

Conover Schenck, d. July 26, 1840; aged 10

y., 3 m., 20d.

Mary Jane Schenck, d. Aug. 12, 1833; aged

10 m., 3 d. Children of Garret R. Schenck.

Garret D. Schenck, d. Nov. 9, 1830, aged 51

y. 2 m., 25 d.

Qarah Ann Schenck, d. Jan. 5, 1851, aged

56 y., 2 m., 1 d. Wife of Garret D. Schenck.

Sarah Schenck, d. Dee. 29, 1848, aged 24 y.,

1 m., 27 d. Daughter of Garret D. and Sarah

Ann Schenck.

Daniel G. Schenck, d. Nov. 2, 1838, aged

4 y., 1m., 7 d. Son of Garret D. and Sarah

Ann Schenck.

George Rappleye, d. Apr. 25, 1869, aged 75

y., 3 m., 18 d.

Jane Ann Ragpleye, d. July 30, 1838, aged

15 y. 8 m., 4 ( . Daughter of George and

Elizabeth Smock Ra leye.

Garret Smock, d. Mgr. 30, 1856, aged 90 y.,

7 m., 26 d.

Jane Schenck, d. Mar. 23, 1850, aged 82 y.,

11 m., 30 d. Wife ofGarret Smock.

Capt. John Schenck, d. Au , 28, 1834; aged

89 years. Son of Garret an Jane Conover

Schenck.

Mary Denise, d. July 15, 1829, 79 y. 6

d. Wife of Ca t. John Schenck an daughter

ofTennis and rancinke Hendriokson Denise.

David Schenck, b. May 10, 1783' d. A r. 23,

1872. Son of Capt. John and Mary nise

Schenck.

Sarah Smock, d. Feb. 2, 1832; ased 32 y., 2

u). Wife of David Schenck and aughter of
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George and Margaret Van Deventer Smock.

Jonu Schenck, b. June 26, 1828; d. Feb. 5,

1859. Sou of David and Sarah Smock Schenck.

Jane Schenck, d. April 23, 1791, aged 1 y.,

7 m., 11 d. Daughter of Capt. John and Mary

Deinse Schenck.

William Schanck, d. Mar. 5, 1844; aged 71

., 8 m. 21 d. Sou of Capt. John and Mary

enise Schenck.

Garret G. Smock, b. Oct. 31, 1815; d. Jan.

5, 1859.

George G. Smock, b. May 8, 1788; d. Apr.

21 1868.

Sarah Smock, b. Jan. 17, 1793; d. Apr. 13,

1832. Wife of George G. Smock.

John O. Stillwell, b. Apr. 25, 1763; d. Nov.

17 1847.

Mary Schenck, b. Apr. 19 1115; a. Segit. 29,

1864. Wife ofJohn 0. Stiliwell and augh

ter of John and Nelly Bennett Schenck.

Capt. Daniel I. Schenck b. Apr. 1, 1771;

<1. Au . 9, 1845. Son of John and Nelly Ben

net Sc enck.

Catharine Smock, b. Mar. 7, 1775; d. June

8, 1839. Wife of Capt. Daniel I.Schenck and

daughter of Hendrick and Nelly VanDorn

Smock.

John Schenck, d. Dee. 8, 1798, aged 4 y., 9

m., 12 d. Son of Capt. Daniel I. and Catharine

Smock Schenck.

John S. Schenck, d. Jan. 18, 1833, ',a 22

y., 4 m., 29 d. Son of Capt. Daniel . and

Catharine Smock Schenck.

Aaron Longstreet, b. June 9, 1753; d. Oct.

19 1600.

Willempe Hendrickson, b. Feb. 2, 1761; <1.

Oct. 21, 1837. Wife of Aaron Longstreet and

daughter ofHendrick Hendrickson and Lydia

Covenhoven Hendrickson.

Hendrick H. Lougstreet, b. May 4, 1785, d.

Feb 26, 1860. Son of Aaron and Willempe

Hendrickson Longstreet.

Nelly S. Lon street, b. Apr. 4 1783; d.

Sept. 27, mos. ife of Obadiah sciimk and

dau hter of Aaron and Willempe Hendrick

son ngstreet.

Ann Longstreet, b. Mar. 29,1812; d. May

28,1814. Daughter of Hendrick and Mary

Holmes Longstreet.

John I. H. Longstreet, b. Feb. 22, 1826; d.

June 14, 1851. Son of Hendrick and Mary

Holmes Longstreet.

Hendrick H. Smock, b. Dec. 1, 1805; d. Oct.

8,1841. Son of Barnes B. and Lydia Long

street Smock.

Johnathan I. Holmes b. Dec. 23,1791; d.

Aug. 12, 1866. Son of Joseph and Nelly

Schenck Holm.

Ann Eliza Holmes, b. Dec. 13, 1827; d. Sept

1, 1851. Wife of Daniel S. Conover and

daughter of Johnathan I. and Ellen Schenck

Holmes.

Jose h Holmes, b. Mar. 29, 1822; d Aug

22, 18 . Son of Johnathan I. and Ellen

Schenck Holmes.

Elleanor Hendrickson, b. May 20, 1824; d.

Feb. 28,1844. Wife of John S. Longstreet

and daughter of Garret D. and Jane Hendrick

son.

Peter Schenck, d. June 6, 1837, aged 71 y.,

10 d. Son of John and Nelly Bennet Schenck.

Rhoda O bourne, d. Aug. 21, 1848 aged 83

y. 1 m., 24 . Wife of Peter Schenc '.

Rhoda Schenck <1. Jan. 2s, 1s21, agied 20 y.,

5 m., 4 d. Daughter of Peter an Rhoda

O bourne Schenck.

arah Schenck, d. Dec. 22, 1823 aged 27 y.,

20 d. DaughterofPeter andRh a gbourne

Schenck.

John P. Schenck d. Feb. 10, 1863 a ed 57

y., 6 m., 23 d. Son of Peter and hoda

Ogbourne Schenck.



 

SCHENCK—COUWENHOVEN MARRIAGES FROM

RECORDS OF FIRST DUTCH CHURCH OF

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

Nelly Schenck and Derk Sutphen, Feb. 10,

1743.

‘ Garret Schenck and Neltje Voorhees, Oct.

19, 1144.

Mary Schenck and Aert Sutphen, Nov. 23,

1744.

Ellfiesner Schenck and Edmund Harris, Jan.

4, 17 .

Geesye Schenck and Aaron (Arie) Van

Doorn, May 9, 1765.

Cornelius Schenck and Margaret Taylor,

July 3, 1765.

Kort Schenck and Bebecca Rogers, Jan. 20,

1767.

gohn Schenck and Mary Denise, July 31'

17 7.

{Mary Schenck and Tobias Polhemius, Oct.

21, 1768.

J9B.’l'l8 Schenck and John Walter, Dec. 5,

176 .

Jane Schenck and Daniel Denise, Apr. 18,

1771.

‘$.u1it'Schenck and Sarah Schenck, Dec. 22,

17 4.

[Lea Schenck and John VanCleaf, Nov. 30,
1775.

Garret Schenck and Mary VauMater, Aug.

3, 1778.

.,_ William Schenck and Marya Tyse (Tice),

Dec. 20, 1778.

Roelof Schenck and Martha Buckalew, June

28 1779.

Nelly Schenck and Joseph VanCleaf, Dec.

19 1782.

£15<-.-lly Schenck and Joseph Holmes, Oct. 20,

17 .

Anne Schenck and Denyse Hendrickson,

Dec. 28, 1786.

Garret Schenck and Jane Van1(irk, Dec.

12 1787.

l{dlifSchenck and Sarah Ma.cMul1en, Feb.

13, 1788.

Nelly Schenck and Thomas Shepherd, Oct.

22, 1790.

Jolin Schenck and Polly Quackenhush, Feb.

24, 1791.

Geeshe Schenck and Isaac Harris, May 5,

179l.

[Tennis Schenck and Altie VanDeveer, Dec.
13, 1792. -

Nelly Schenck and Garret Denise, Jan. 16,

1793.I Peter Schenck and Sarah Shepherd, Oct. 26,

1793.

Nelly Schenck and Thomas Shepherd, Jan.

19 1795.

ltéulif Schenck and Sarah Bennet, Jan, 28,

179 .

Denye Schenck and Margaret Polhemius,

Oct. 31, 1798.

Dauie1Schenck and Ellener Schenck, Feb.

10, 1801.

Gitty

4, 1802.

Ellenor Schenck and William Denyse, Feb.

23, 1802.

John Schenck and Sarah Laen, Dec. 20, -

1802.

Franeyntie Schenck and William Nicolas,

Feb. 5, 1803.

Ellener Schenck and Daniel Stoutenburg,

Oct. 13, 1805.

Mary Schenck and Joseph Dorsett, Oct. 27,

1805.

Mary Schenck anrr John Stilwell, Mar. 25,

1806.

Catharine Schenck and Peter VanKirk,

Dec. 16, 1806.

John K. Schenck and Anne VanC1eaf, Dec.

14, 1808.

Mary Schenck and John Wbitloek, Feb.

20, 1810.

; Crgonee Schenck and Mary Schenck, Jan.

21 1 11.

Hendrick Schenck and Sarah Schenck, Dec.

2, 1812.

Anne Schenck and John S. Walter, Sept. 27,

1814.

Jonathan G. Schenck and Ellener Schenck,

Feb. 9, 1815.

Garret Schenck and Lydia Schenck, Apr.

4, 1815.

Jane Schenck and Aaron Lane, May 15,

1816.

Catharine Schenck, and Joseph Combs,

Dee. 23. 1816.

David Schenck and Sarah Schenck, Nov.

12 1818.

lillisha Schenck and Idah Schenck, Dee. 18,

1818.

Garret Schenck and Sarah Ann Schenck,

Dec. 22, 1820.

William Schenck and Abby Polhemus.

Pieter Couwenhoven and Neltje Polhemius,

Nov. 7 1737.

Sarah Couwenhoven and Johannes Van-

Clef, June 14, 1739.

Aeltje Couwenhoven (widow) and Cornelius

Middah, Feb. 3, 1740.

Schenck and Jacob VanDoorn, Feb. __¢
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Pieter Albertse Couwenhoven and Willempe

Voorhees, May 19, 1741. .

Helena Couwenhoven and Benjamin Van

Cleaf, Jul 2,1741.

_fRoelof ouwenhoven and Jannetje Hen

drickson, Aug. 12, 1741.

Jacob Couwenhoven and Margaret Couwen

hoven, Dec. 21, 1742.

__- --Sarah Couwenhoven and Arie Laen, May

17, 1743.

Catharine Couwenhoven and Daniel Hen

dricksnn, Dec. 22,1743. .

William Couwenhoven and Anlje Hendrick

son, (widow) Mar. 17, 1744.

John Couwenhoven and Catharine Voorhees,

Oct. 19, 1744.

Arintha Couwenhoven and Cornelius

Leister, (Luyster) May 19, 1746.

Catharine Covenhoven and David Van

Dervoer, Fob. 28, 1765.

' Albert Covenhoven and Patienre Coven

hoven, Dec. 1, 1765.

Jam.. Covenhoven and Peter Longstreot,

Du'. 3, 1765.

,Cub.uje Covenhoven and Cyrenius Van

Mater, Apr. 6 1766.-/

Cornelius Covenhoven and Mary Hen

drickson, Jan. 13, 1767.

Sarah Covenhoven and Joseph Thompson,

Feb. 19, 1767.

Cornelius Covenhoven and Mary Logan,

Jnllzy 12, 1770.

elly Covenhoven and Barrent Smock,

July 12, 1770.

Ghasie Covenhoven and Hendrick Coven

hoven, Mar. 19, 1772.

Elias Covenhoven and Catty Forman, Oct.

2, 1774

Catharine Covenhoven and Samuel Bucka

lue, Jan. 26, 1775.

Rodof Covenhoven and Altje Voorhees,

Fob. 1, 1775.

Sarah Covenhoven and Derrick Barkalo,

Mar. 28, 1775.

Agnes Covenhoven and William Remsen,

Mar. 18, 1775.

Aeltje Covenhoven and Mathys Laen, Apr.

29, 1778. \..

Anne Covenhoven, widow, and Benjamin

Griggs, Nov. 26, 1778.

Geartrury Covenhoven and Jacob Allen,

Jan. 14, 1779.

Wilgliam Covenhoven and Mary Wall, Nov.

4, 177 .

Jane Covenhoven and Abraham Golden,

Nov. 25, 1779.

Sarah Covenhoven and Johunnes DeGraef,

Mar. 9, 1780.

_.//— Nelly Covenhoven and Hendrick William

sen, Mar. 23, 1780.

@ Covenhoven and William Combs, Aug.

31, 1780.

Francinke Covenhoven and Hendrick Hen

:lriekson, May 13, 1781.

Arintha Covenhoven and Joseph Willet,

Feb. 13, 1782.

Catharine Covenhoven and Hendrick Laen,

May 14, 1782.

Nelly Covenhoven and George Laen, May‘

14 1782.

William Covenhoven and Elizabeth Mount'

Jan. 1, 1783.

Sarah Couwenhoven and Robert Ashton,

June 21, 1783.

Tennis Covenhoven and HannahVanBrakle,

Mar. 19, 1783.

Jane Covenhoven and Hendrick VanDer

bilt, Apr. 10, 1783.

John Covenhoven and Anne Smock, May

23, 1783.

Anne Covenhoven and Isaac VanDoorn,

July 3, 1785.

Anne Covenhoven and Abram VanHorn,

Ocl. 13, 1785.

Euphanie Covenhoven and John Willet,

Jan. 19, 1786.

Jm-oh Covenhoven and Jemima Wil|iamsen,__.

Dec. 13. 1787.

Mary Covenhoven and Thomas Shiehls,

Mar. 23, 1788.

'I'ennis Covenhoven and Martha VanDer

hoof, Dec. 7, 1788. '

Garret Covenhoven and Mary Covenhoven,

Dev. 18, 1788.

"< R-relof Covenhoven and Sarah VanDerveer,

Jan. 12, 1789.

Mary Covenhoven and Samuel Forman,

Mar. 12, 1789.

John Covenhoven and Anne VanBrunt,

Nov. 25, 1789.

Nelly Covenhoven and Cornelius VanHorn

Dec. 14, 1790.

Catharine Covenhoven and John VanDer

veer, Apr. 7. 1791.

Garret Covenhoven and Mary Schenck, Jan.

12, 1792.

Hannah Covenhoven (widow), and Aron

Kraue or Crane, May 16, 1792.

Garret Covenhoven and Nelly Heyer, June

26 1794.

glelly Covenhoven and Aaert Wycof, Oct 4,

1 4.

Nelly Covenhoven and George Morris, Dec.

7, 1796.

Albert Covenhoven and Elizabeth Shepherd,

Dec. 27, 1796.

Margaret Covenhoven and Tennis Hubbert,

(Hubbard) Jan. 5, 1797.

Peter Covenhoven and Sophia DuBois,

Mar. 19, 1797.

Nelly Covenhoven and Danie] Little, Mar.

22, 1797.

Cornelius Covenhoven and Margaret Hans,

Nov. 26, 1797.

Nelly Covenhoven and Caleb Stillwell,

Dec. 10, 1797.

Sarah Covenhoven and Daniel G. Hendrick

son. Dec. 21, 1797.

Peter Covenhoven and Mary Rue, Feb. 17,

1799.

Peter Forman Covenhoven and Jane Denise,

Nov. 27, 1799.

Elleanor Conover and William Herbert,

Jan. 31, 1801.

William Conover and Jane VanDerveer,

Feb. 19, 1801.
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Ghasey Conover (widow) and David Gor- Mary Conover and John Taylor, .lan. 29,

don Aug. 20 1801. . . 1838.

Elizabeth Conover and Dainel Dubois, Feb. Wimam Conover and Mm-y Ot"er8on' 0%

9, 1803- 10, 1838.

Sarah Conover and Albert (Elbert) Van
Dflom’ Man 14, 1803. John Schuyler Conover and Emeline Heyer,

 

' Matthias Conover and Jane Nov. 4, 1840'
Coh,,l,.:::\,-l:r:]°au(. 10. 1gl)4.) Mary Louiza Conover and James VanKirk,

William Conover and Catharine Sntphen, NOv. 8. 1840

Jan.16,1805. Mary Ann Conover and Aaron Sutphen,

Mary S. Conover and Joseph Sutphen, Nov. 23, 1841,

Apr. 24, 1805. Ellen Conover and Isaac G. Smock, Dec. 23?

Jane Conover and Jonathan R. Gordon, 1841, .

Oct. 23, 1805. . John Schenck and Cobatje Covenhoven, ,__,

Lewis Conover and Catharine Demse, May Out, 14, 1769.

28, 1806. Mary Schenck and Jacob Covenhoven,

Anne Conover and Sidney Denise, Nov. 18, A r-, 25 1771,

1806. an Schenck and Jacomina Covenhoven,

Mary Conover and James Patterson, Dec. Nov. 26, 1741.

31, 1806. Neltje Schenck and Garret Covenhoven,

Cornelius Conover and Mary Stoutenburg, Oct, 12, 1744.

Mar. 9, 1807. Anne Schenck and Rulif Covenhoven, June

Ebenezer Conover and Mary Leflerson, Dec. 22 1773.

17 1807. Peter Schenck and Elizabeth Covenhoven,

E ._Mary Conover and John VanDoorn, Jan. Jan. 1, 1775.

30 1809. Jane Schenck and John Covenhoven, Aug.

Elizabeth Conover and John G. Taylor, 22 1778.

Mar. 8, 1809. Nelly Schenck and Jacob Covenhoven,

Jane Conover and Stacey Priekott, June 15, Dec. 19, 1782.

1809. Mary Schenck and Garret Covenhoven,

Rulif Conover and Pamilla Wallen, (Wal- Jan. 12, 1792.

lin ) July 17. 1809. Garret Schenck and Nelly Covenhoven,

ohn Conoverand Ann Smock, Feb. 8, 1814. Aug. 24, 1797.

George Conover and Mary Dubois, June 19, Schuyler Schenck and Margaret Coven

1815. hoven, Feb. 18, 1798.

Peter Conover (widower) and Patience Mary Schenck and Elias Covenhoven, July

Scott, June 12, 1816. 1, 1798.

Jacob Conover and Elleanor Smock, Nov. Catharine Schenck andJac0b I.Covenhoven,

13 1s16. Se t. 26, 1799.

Elleaner Conover and Daniel West, Dec. 6, e Lafayette Schenck and Nelly Coven

l817. hoven, Dec. 17, 1805.

Catharine Conover and John Frost, Jan 12, Sarah Schenck and Garret Conover, Jan. 6,

1818. 1807.

Ansng Conover and William Jackson, Oct. Sggmes Schenck and Anne Conover, Dec. 21,

—, 1 1 . 1 .

Jane Conover and Peter Garretsen, Feb. 3, Peter Schenck and Nelly Conover, Apr. 3,

1820. 1811.

__Willempe Conover and Garret VanDoorn, William Schenck and Anne Conover, Mar.

Feb. 26, 1821. 11, 1812..

Arintha Conover and Johnathan Pierce, John H. Schenckand JaneConover,(widow)

Dec. 17, 1821. Alg. 2, 1812.

John Conover and Elleanor Peacock, Mar. phraim Loree Schenck and Nelly Conover,

17, 1822. Se t. 15, 1812.

John G. H. Conover and Gertrude Van- arya Schenck and Troley Conover, Dec. 9,

Derbilt, Dec. 31, 1823. 1812.

z5Ra§;|5ael Conover and Adam Conrow, Feb. 8Mary Schenck and Garret Conover, Dec.14,

‘ , 1 . 1 14.

Jane Conover and Levi Solomon Sutphen, Arintha Schenck and William Conover,

Feb. 24, 1836. Feb. 5, 1816.

Sarah Ann Conover and William Statesir, Anne Schenck and Martians (Matthias)

Apr. 20, 1836. Conover, (his second wife) Apr. 18, 1822.



TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS.

Old Tenn-ant Cemetery, Trnnmt, 1'. J.

Anna Denise, wife David Forman, and

daughter of Tennis Denise and Francinke

Hendrickson, d. Sept. 9, 1798, aged 63 y.

William Forinan, d. Jan. 31, 1823, aged

71 y., 5 m., 5 <1.

Francinka Hendrickson, wife William For

man, and daughter of Garret Hendrickson

and Catharine Denise, d. June 19, 1815, aged

56 . 4 m., 5 d.

.?Ol1n Covenhoven, d. Nov. 3, 1824, aged

79 .

Mary Covenhoven, wife John Covenhoven,

d. Nov. 14, 1826, aged 86 y.

John Covenhoven, Jr., son of John and

Mary Covenhoven d. Oct. 3, 1804, aged 29 .

Elizabeth Hendrickson, wife JohnSchenck, d. Nov. 15, 1831, aged 26 y.

Joseph L.Covenhoven, elder of this church,

d. Apr. 3,1853, aged 71 y., 2 m., 17 d.

Gertrude Covenhoven, wife Joseph L.

Covenhoven, d. Jan. 19, 1853, a ed 75 y., 6 in.

Charles Covenhoven, son of oseph L. and

Gertrude Covenhoven, d. Jan. 6, 1838, aged

22 ., 8 m., 16 d.

lgulif P. Schenck, d. Apr. 8, 1854, aged

18 y., 10 m., 16 d.

Rulif R. Schenck, b. June 20, 1784; d. June

28 1860.

David Covenhoven, d. Sept. 20, 1822, aged

62 .

Igsther Covenhoven,wife David Covenhoven,

d. July 1, 1829, aged 61 y.

Ann Covenhoven, daughter of David and

Esther Covenhoven, d. Mar. 2, 1868, aged

73%;, 10 m.

illiam Covenhoven, d. Aug. 12, 1852, aged

78 y., 1 m., 20 d.

Jane VanDeveer,wife William Covenhoven,

and daughter of David Van Deveer and Cath

arine Covenhoven, d. Jan. 16, 1858, aged

83 y., 3 m., 17 d.

8 Jacob Conover, d. Dec. 24, 1846, aged 31 y.,

m.

Ellen L. VanDevere, wife Jacob Conover,

d. Sept. 24, 1846, aged 29 y., 9 m., 22 d.

Wycof Conover. d. May 3, 1833, aged 49 y.,

4 m., 21 d.

Ely Conover, wife of Wycof Conover, d.

Nov. 11, 1880, aged 90 y., 2 m.

William B. Covenhoven, d. Aug. 15, 1807,

aged 55 y., 2 m., 12 d. Son of Benjamin Cov

enhoven.

Elleanor Forman, wife William B. Coven

hoven, daughter Peter Forman and Elleanor

Willemsen, d. Aug. 20, 1823, aged 71 y.

('apt. Benjamin W. Covenhoven, d. Nov.

27, \\849, aged 61 y. '

Margaret Covenhoven, wife Capt. Benja

min W. Covenhoven, d. Feb. 3, 1869, aged

85 y., 3 m., 26 d.

Peter Forman, Esq. son of Jonathan For

man and Margaret Wycotf, d. Sept. 8, 1785,

aged 66 y., 8 m. 10 d.

Elleanor Williamsen wife Peter Forman,

and daughter of Aert Willemsen and Anatie

gogenhoven, d. Nov. 6, 1771, aged 51 y., 1 m.,

Garret Covenhoven, son of Peter Forman

Covenhoven and Jane Denise, d. Sept. 8, 1823,

age 17 y., 2 m., 6 d.

Daniel D. Covenhoven, son Peter Forman

Covenhoven and Jane Denise, d. May 4, 1841,

aged 41 y., 20 d.

Mar aret Covenhoven, wife Daniel D.

Coven oven, d. Oct. 2, 1882, aged 83 .

Garret B. Covenhoven, son of Benjamin

Covenhovgn, d. Dec. 18, 1824, aged 63 y.,

11 m., 18 .

Lydia Forman, wife Garret B. Covenhoven,

daughter of Peter Formnn and Elleanor Wil

18n559n, d. Feb. 15, 1840, aged 78 y., 1 m.,

29 .

Benjamin G. Conover son of Garret and

Lydia Covenhoven, d. May 22, 1834, aged

46 y., 10 m.,12 d.

Elleanor Herbert, wife Benjamin G. Con

over, d. Jan. 15, 1863, aged 78 y., 11 m., 1 d.

William B. Conover, d. Feb. 22, 1837, aged

21(/y., 6 m.

atharine Covenhoven, daughter of Garret

B. Covenhoven and Lydia Forman, d. Nov.

13 1830, %g€d 40 y., 26 d.

Mar; . Covenhoven, dau hter of Garret

B. an Lidia Forman Coven oven, b. Dec.

10, 1795; . Sept. 1 1883.

18é\41lice Conover, Oct. 18, 1800; d. May 18,

Robert Covenhoven, d. Apr. 1, 1826, aged

45 .

iihn M. Covenhoven, d. Sept. 13, 1828, aged

70 y., 7 m.

Ann Covenhoven, wife John M. Coven-

hoven, d. Aug. 24, 1855, ag86 91 y., 2d.

Elizabeth Conover, wife Joseph Preston, d.

Feb. 24, 1871, aged 57 y. 7 m.,15 d.

Rulif Vandevere, son David Vandevere and

Catharine Covenhoven, d. Sept. 13, 1801, aged

36 y., 4 m., 24 d.

Catharine Vandevere, dau hter of Rulif

Vandevere and Nelly Lloyd, . Nov. 20, 1808,

aged 14 y., 6 m., 21 d.

Sarah Covenhoven, wife Garret H. Coven

hoven, d. Mar. 15, 1856, aged 71%, 11 m.

Joseph W. Covenhoven, d. ay 2, 1849,

aged 62 y., 9 m.

Allice Conover, d. Feb. 22, 1864, aged 75 y.
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Richard Conover, d. Sept. 20, 1851, aged

81%., 5 m., 12 d. .

66 annaih Conover, d. Sept. 6, 1810, aged

y., 6 . '

Mary Conover, d. May 23, 1850, aged 40 y.,

2 m., 13 d.

Old Yellow Meeting Home Cernetery,

Imlayslmml, N. J.

James Holmes, d. Mar. 6, 1825; aged 20 y.,

7 m., 29 d.

Sarah Bruere, wife of John H. Brnere and

daughter of Joseph and Mary Holmes, d. June

20, 1831, aged 23 y.

John H. Bruere, b. July 13, 1803; d. Sept.

15, 1864.

Joseph Holmes, son of Joseph and Mary

Holmes, b. Nov. 24, 1800; d. Aug. 1 1897.

Deborah Holmes, wife of John Holmes, d.

May 6, 1811, aged 64 y., 6 m., 24 d.

John Holmes, son of Joseph and Elizabeth

Holmes, d. Au . 10, 1783; age 39 y., 5 m.

Jonathan Ho mes, d. Aug. 4, 1777 (or 1,)

aged38 y. 8m., 2d.

Lydia olmes, d. Feb. 14, 1783, age 38 y.

Joseph Holmes, Esq., d. Aug. 31, 1809, ag

"2 . 8m.

’ llhbebe Holmes wife of Joseph Holmes, d.

Feb. 25, 1786 aged 49 6 m.

5 JosephdHolmes,d. uly 16, 1815, aged 43 y.,

. m., lb‘ .

Mary Holmes, wife of Joseph Holmes, d.

Jude 28' 181313’ 9 y"h3 iislalszsadlsso

orman en rlc sou . ; . .

Elizabeth Grover, widow of Daniel Hen

dlgckson, d. Nov. 7, 1851, aged 87 y., 10 m.,

6 .

Gilbert Giberson, d. Dec. 21, 1843, aged

91 y., 2 m., 29 d. . . .

d ljaehael Glalgfiirafln, w8l(t)'e of gnlbert Glberson,

. uue 23 1 , a y., m.

Allice Holmes, aughter of Jonathan and

Lydia (1l1olmes,d. Mar. 16, 1790, aged 14 y.,

3 m., 2 .

Mrs. Eliza Ellis consort of Rowland Ellis,

a merchant of Philadelphia; d. May 9, 1795,

aged 201%., 4 m., 9 d.

John olhemius, d. Segt. 15, 1793, aged 72 y.

Allis Holmes, wlfe of ohn Polhemius and

daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Holmes, d.

Apr. 10, 1788, aged 61 y. 10 m.

' Sarah Throckmorton, dau hter of John and

Sarah Throokmorton, d. ar. 8, 1805, aged

47 y., 2 m., 25d.

Peter Wykod, d. July 10, 1854, aged 48 y.,

10 m., 23 <1. .

Harriet Wykofl, widow of Peter Wykofl, d.

Mar. 31, 1861, aged 51 y., 10 m., 14 d.

John Salter, d. Aug. 29, 1723, aged 28 y.,

10 m., 7 d.

Samuel Hendrickson, son of Tobias and

Rebecca Hendrickson, d. Mar. 13, 1813, age

44 y., 1 m., 3 d.

Alckey Hendrickson, wife of Samuel Hen

drigkson, d. Mar. 2, 1828, aged 58 y., 1 m.,

17 .

Tobias Hendrickson, d. May 25, 1811, aged

10 y., 11 m., 2 d.

Rebeka Coward, widow of Tobias Hendrick

son, d. June 6, 1815, aged 72 y., 7 m. 10 d.

Gilbert Hendrickson, son of Tobias and

Rebeka Hendrickson, d. Feb. 21,1837, aged

72 y. 6 m., 13 d.

Allis Hendrickson, reliet of Gilbert Hen

drickson, d. Jan. 23 1852 84 y., 2 m.

Rev. John Coward, d. Ju y 30, 1760.

Allis Coward, wife of Rev. John Coword, d.

Oct. 30, 1766.

Idah Hendriekson,wife of Tobias Hendrick

son and daughter of David and Easter Coven

hoven, d. Oct. 27. 1815, aged 26 . 4 m., 12 d.
Tobias Hendrickson, son ofy Gilbert and

Allis Hsndrickson, d. Dec. 22, 1833, aged

11 y., 6 .

Samuel Hendrickson, d. May 8, 1848, aged

52(y., 9 m. 15 d.

eorge W. Cox, d. Aug. s, 1874, aged 64 y.,

6 m., 27 d.

Francinke Hendrickson, wife George W.

Cox daughter of William and Elleanor Hen

<11{-igkson, d. Apr. 29, 1854, aged 31 y., 8 m.,

Peter Perrine Hendrickson son of Tobias

and Margaret Hendrickson, Feb. 13, 1839,

aged 7 m., 6 d.

Easter Ashton, d. Jan. 6, 1825, aged 73 y.,

4 m., 4 d.

Garret Covenhoven, d. Dec. 21, 1831, aged

56 y. 7 m., 1 d.

Allice Hendrickson, wife Garret Coven

hoven, d. Aug. 20, 1855, aged 80 y., 5 m., 7 d.

Jacob Covenhoven, son of Garret and Allice

Calgenhoven, d. May 10, 1828, age 28 y., 3 m.,

1 .

Rebeka P. Covenhoven, wife Jacob Coven

hoven, b. Oct. 13, 1802; d. June 2, 1858.

Catharine Covenhoven, wife William Meirs

and daughter of Garret and Allice Coven

hoven, d. Nov. 17,1828, age 20 y., 5 m., 21 d.

Richard H. Covenhoven, b. July 16, 1819;

r1. Oct. 11, 1892.

Allice H. Covenhoven, daughter of Richard

and Elizabeth Covenhoven, d. Feb. 27, 1850,

age 6 y., 11 m. 23 d.

Thomas S. Meirs, d. Aug. 11, 1859, aged

60 y.,11m.,17 d.

Martha Polhemus, b. Apr. 23, 1838; d. Aug.

31, 1854.

8Job Polhemus, b. Oct. 20, 1807; d. Jan. 28,

1 97.

Mary Hodson, wife of Job Polhemus, b.

Dec. s, 1816; d. May 21, 1894.

Tobias Polhemus, b. Nov. 5, 1795; d. Mar.

10, 1878.

Sarah Meirs, wife Tobias Polhemus, b. July

2s, 1so2;a. Se r.. so, 1880.

Arthur Pol emus, son of Tobias and Sarah

Poldhemus, d. Jan. 22, 1863, aged 22 y., 10 m.,

22 .

Sarah A. Embley, d. Jan. 15, 1878, aged

33 ., 10 m., 3 d.

aeob Hendrickson, d. Aug. 15, 1810, aged

Mg.’ 5 m.

llzabeth Mount, wife Jacob Hendrickson,

d. Jul 24, 1832, aged 76 y., 6 nl., 12 d.

Mic ael Mount, d. Feb. 4, 1805, aged 85 y.
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Mary Mount, wife Michael Mount, d. Sept.

2, 1809, a ed 70 y.

Samuel orman, d. Aug. 4, 1817, aged 78 y.,

9 m., 7 d.

Margaret Forman, wife Samuel Forman, d.

July 17,1824, aged 74 y., 4 m., 1 d.

Ezekiel Forman, son of Samuel Forman

and Marty Wilbore, d. Oct. 3, 1746, age 39 y.,

11 m., 2 .

Elizabeth Seabrooke wife Richard Mount,

formerly wife Ezekiel Forman, d. Mar. 16,

1791, aged 79 y.

Richard Hendrickson, b. Sept. 6, 1800; d.

Mar. 16, 1873.

Mary Thomas, wife Richard Hendrickson,

b. Dec. 10, 1808; d. Jan. 15, 1880.

Michael Hendrickson, son of Jacob and

Elizabeth Hendrickson, b. Mar. 2, 1776; d.

July 11, 1811.

Sarah Horsfull, wife Michael Hendrickson,

d. Aug. 4,1854, aged 71 y., 10 m., 6 d.

Samuel M. Hendrickson, d. Aug. 29, 1819,

aged 38 y.

Richard Horsfull, d. Oct. 4, 1859, aged

55 y., 5 m. 21 d.

Elizabeth Hendrickson, wife Richard

Hgrsfull, d. Feb. 7, 1859, aged 55 y., 5 m.,

5 .

William J. Hendrickson, d. Feb. 15, 1893,

aged 70 y. .

Peter G. Hendrickson, d. Dec. 30, 1862, age

76 y., 17 d.

Catharine Hendrickson, widow of Peter G.

H€rl‘ldr1CkSOn, d. Jan. 8, 1868, age 81 y., 5 m.,

25 .

Gilbert P. Hendrickson, d. May 14, 1861,

age 45 y., 5 m., 19 d.

Hannah W. Hendrickson, d. Dec. 11, 1865,

aged 62 y., 3 mo., 6 d.

William E. Hendrickson, son of Gilbert

and Hannah Hendrickson, d. Dec. 23, 1866,

age 19 y. 5 m., 17 d.

Mary Hendrickson, daughter of Anthony

and L dia Hendrickson, b. Sept. 23, 1863; d.

Ma 1 1867.

Charles H. Polhemns, b. Feb. 6, 1834; d.

Nov. 10, 1871.

Mary Poihemus, wife George Hendrickson,

b. May 29, 1836; d. May 28, 1888.

First C’/iurrh, (Tranbury, N. J.

Peter Wyckofl, d. Mar. 29, 1855, aged 68 y.,

28 d.

Elizabeth Wyckofl, wife Peter Wyckotf, d.

Dec., 1895, aged 95 y., 9 m., 12 d.

William Schenck, d. Apr. 11, 1821, aged

44 y.,1m., 28 d.

Sarah Schenck, wife William Schenck and

daughter of Thomas Wetherel, d. Nov. 10,

1858, aged 75 y., 9 m., 28 d.

James Gaston, son of Hugh and Jane

Giaéton, d. Oct. 20, 1738, aged 33 y., 1 m.,

18 .

William Covenhoven, d. Mar. 10, 1813,

aged 47 y. _

Sarah Covenhoven, wife William Coven

hoven, d. Apr. 28, 1853, aged 87 y.

23Peter Covenhoven, d. Feb. 9, 1816, aged

y.

Mary Dey Covenhoven, d. Dec. 7, 1817,

aged 23 y.

Phoebe Covenhoven, d. July 8, 1815, aged

17 .

Ilammetie Remsen, wife Luke Schenck, d.

Jan. 31, 1750, aged as y., s m., 10 d.

Martir:iSchenck, d. Nov. 2, 1818, aged 35 y.,

8 m., 16 .

Samuel Longstreet, d. Dec. 21, 1829, aged ._e._

94 .

William W. Covenhoven, d. May 9, 1803,

aged. 61 y. 2 m., 7 d.

Elizabet , wife William Covenhoven, d.

May 13, 1807 aged 61 y.

William Covenhoven, son of William

and Elizabeth Covenhoven, b. Aug. 14, 1783;

d. Jan. 23, 1837 aged 54 years. 7

(.'atharine,wife William W. Covenhoven, <1.

July 21, 1852, aged 64 y., 7 m., 15 d.

Ann Covenhoven, wife John P. Bergen,

daughter of William and Elizabeth Coven

hnylen, d. Nov. 24, 1860, aged 90 y., 5 in.,

14 .

John P. Bergen, d. Jan. 11, 1850, aged 84 y.,

3 m., 11 d.

John W. Covenhoven, d. July 16, 1854, aged

64 y., 6 m.

Phoebe Covenhoven, wife of Peter Coven

lélrgeu, d. May 14, 1826, aged 78 y,, 5 m.,

57J0hn P. Cavenhoven, d. Apr. 12, 1835, aged

y.

Lydia Dunkin, wife John P. Covenhoven,

d. Aug. 2, 1851, aged 75 y.

36Stephen Covenhoven, d. Sept. 8, 1837, aged

y.

Ann Covenhoven, wife Johnson Coven

hoven, d. July 13, 1841, aged 54 y.

Elias J. Conover. d. Sept. 29, 1861, aged

49 y., 11 m., 9 d.

Arthur and Elleanor Wyckofl'; hedicd Aug.

1784, aged 67 y.; she died Mar., 1788, aged

68 .

flue Lane, wife of Aaron Iflue, d. Aug. 20, -<j

1836, aged 44 y.

Second Church, Cranbury, N. J.

Richard G. Konover, d. Aug. 11, 1865, aged

60 y., 8 m., 28 d.

Perm’: Neck Cemetery.

Richard Schenck, d. July 22, 1854, aged

52 ., 18 ri.
Jibbn J. Schenck, son of Capt. John Schenck

and Mary VanDorn, d. Feb. 3, 1857, aged

77 ,, 8 m., 6 d.

Elizabeth Schenck, wife John I. Schenck,

d. Mar. 9 1857, aged 76 y., 8 m., 6 d.

James Schenck, d. July 11,1865, aged

53 .

lgichard R. Schenck, d. Sept. 3, 1878, aged

49 ., 11 m.

Nathaniel Schenck, d. Ont. 6, 1886, aged

731%., 11 m. .

itty Schenck, wife John D. Schenck, h.

Apr. 20, 1747; d. July 10, 1880.
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William Schenck, h. Apr. 22, 1823; d. Mar.

23 1891.

Lydia A. Stults, wife William Schenck, b.

Feb. 19, 1827.

John A. Schenck, d. Sept. 18, 1839, aged

75 y., 91n., 29 d.

Margaret Schenck, wife John A. Schenck,

d. Oct. 8, 1842, aged 77 y., 7 d.

\._..-William Kovenhoven, b. Dec. 2, 1767; d.

Se t. 24,1838, aged 70 y., 3 m., 8 d.

ary Kovenhoven, wife William Koven

hoven, d. Jan. 4, 1817, aged 38 y., 9 m., 6 d.

Voorhees Kovenhoven, d. Aug. 26, 1843,

age 33 y., 6 m.

Deborah Kovenhoven, daughter of William

and Mary Kovenhoven, d. Feb. 14, 1859, aged

53 y., 5 m., 11 d.

George F. Kovenhoven, d. Nov. 2, 1815,

aged 2 m., 21 d.

Anna F. Kovenhoven, d. Aug. 24, 1815,

aged 12 d. Children of William and Mary

Kovenhoven.

Old Penn’; Neck Yard,

one-quarter mile from village Penn’s Neck,

one and a half miles from Princeton, between

Princeton Junction and Princeton, N. J.:

Eve Schenck, widow of John R. Schenck,

d. Nov. 21, 1510.

Albert G. Schenck, d. May 21, 1786, aged

65 y.,1m.,2 d. .

Cornelius Couwenhoven, d. 1787, aw 51 y.

- Chrystena Couwenhoven, wife illiam

Couwenhoven,and daughter of Cornelius Lane,

d. June 24, 1787, age 78 y.

Harmon Couwenhoven, d. Jan. 4, 1804, age

63 v., 7 m.

Phoebe Baley, wife Harmon Couwenhoven,

d. Feb. 2, 1832, aged 87 y., 9 m., 16 d.

Elias C. Schenck, d. Nov. 5, 1800, age 6 y.,

7 m., 17 d. .

Elizabeth Schenck, d. May 5, 1785, aged

7 m.

Joseph Schenck, son of Jan Schenck and

Mary Johnson, d. Oct. 25, 1822, age 66 y.,

5 m., 5 d.

Peggy Sohenck wife Jose h Schenck, and

daughter of Wiliiam and Jizabeth Coven

hoven, d. July 18, 1804, aged 38 y., 4 m., 8 d.

Anney Schenck, daughter of Joseph and

Peggy Schenck, d. Oct. 25, 1776.

Margaret Schenck, d. Aug. 5, 1816, aged

70 y.

Mary Schenck, d. Se t. 12, 1769.

Garret Schenck, d. ay 11, 1810, aged 68 y.

Jacob R. Schenck son of Ruleph and

Engeltie Schenck, <1. Dec. 19, 1786.a ed so .

Mary Sr-henck, wife William P. henc ,

d. July, 1829, aged 70 y.

William Kouwenhoven, d. Oct. 7, 1777, aged .'

35 y., 4 m., 9 d.

Garret A. Schenck, d. Mar. 8, 1794, aged

41 y.

Baptist Church Yard, H01-rndel, N. J.

' Leah Bown, widow of Daniel Holmes, d.

Mar. 15, 1813, in 77th y.

James Holmes, Esq., d. Friday, Aug. 13,

1762, age 66 y., 6m., 4d. This man was a

member of the Colonial Legislature of New

Jersey.

Old Red Meeting House Yard.

near residence of late Dr. Cook, Holmdel,

N. J. Here was site of first Dutch church in

old township of Middletown.

8 Jgthn C.VanMater, b. Jan. 30, 1793; d. Sept

,1 ‘7.

Lucy, wife John C. VauMater, d. Jan. 23

1861, age 63%., 3 m.

Cyrenius ennet,d. Apr. 20, 1850, age 70 y.,

9 m., 17 d.

Albert Bennet, d. June 17, 1857, age 81 y.,

11 m., 7 d.

Rebecca, wife Albert Bennet, d. Feb. 1,

1858, age 83 .,1m.,8 d.

VVillram . Bennett, d. Oct. 13, 1853 age

47 y., 5 m., 7 d. Vife, Ann S. Schenck, d.i\Tov.

8, 1879, age 76 y., 7 m., 13 d.

Alchey, wife Isaac I. Conover and dau hter

of John W. and Elizabeth Bennet, d. Fe . 19,

1846, age 47 y., 7 m., 16 d.

Alchey Sinder, wife of Derrick Zutphen, d.

Se t. 30,1837, a 76 y., 2 m., 25 d.

errick Zutp en, r . Feb. 18, 1832, age

77 y., 9 m., 6 d.

Mary, wife of Derrick Zutphen, d. Apr. 13,

1824, age 51 y., 4 m., 16 d.

From Smock Grave Yard

on farm of late Peter R. Smock at Holmdel:

Cornelia Stillwell, wife of William R.

Smock, d. May 26, 1853, age 37 y., 5 m., 29 d.

Barnes B. Smock, d. Sept. 26, 1%, age

80i., 3 m.,13 d.

ydia Longstreet, wife of Barnes B. Smock,

d. Feb. 17,1865, a e 84 y., 1 m., 6d.

Rulif Smock, . Sept. 24, 1834, age 65 y.,

10 m., 4 d.

Mary VanDoorn,wife Rulif Smock, d. Aug.

11, 1865, age B7 y., 5 m., 21 d.

Sarah Couwenhoven, wife of George Smock,

Sen., d.’ Mar. 30, 1794, age 38 y., 11nr., 6 d.

Mathias Laen, d. Jan. 15, 1824, age 75 y. --""'

Catharine Smock, wife Mathias Laen, d.

Oct. 12, 1837, age 78 y.



 

MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED BY ELDER JOHN D.

BARKALOW.

The following list of marria es was taken

from a book ept by John . Barkalow.

Many of them are not recorded in Monmouth

clerk’s oflice, and there is no other record ex

cept this book, now in possession of William

B. Hulse.

On the first sage.,.the following entry ap

wrmpears in the han ng ofJohn D. Barkalow:

“A book of records of man-|.' es by John D.

Barkalow, Elder of the cthodiat Inde

pendent Church, Monmouth County, ' New

Jersey, August 12, 1812.”

1. Married on the 3rd day of Au st, 1812,

Mr. Samuel Youn to Miss Eliza th Wil

liamson. Both oft e county of Monmouth.

2. November 4th, Mr. Garret Hulshart,

Sr., to Miss Allice McCabe.

1813.

3. January 28th, Mr. Daniel Emmons, Jr.,

to Miss Esther Hulshart.

4. February 6th, Mr. John G. Hulshart to

Miss Mary Chapman.

5. Au nst 1st, Mr. Jacob Lain to Miss

Jane Hu shart.

1814..

6. March 12th, Mr. David Applegate to

Miss Alice Hendrickson.

‘-7. 2-lth, Mr. John I. Brewer to Miss Elize

Jeffre .—All the above of Monmouth county.

8. arried on 2nd day of April 1814, Mr.

Peter Gravat to Miss Hannah VanCleafe, both

of the county of Monmouth.

1815.

9. June 2-lth Mr. John G. Bartholfof the

city of New Yorl: to Miss Christianna Haring

of Monmouth county, New Jersey.

10. September 16th, Mr. Stephen Bills to

Miss Mary Thompson, both of Monmouth

county.

1916.

11. January lst, Mr. John D. Oakerson to

Miss Eliza Voorhees.

12. March 3rd, Mr. John W. Taylor to

Miss Idah Covenhoven.

13. March 3rd, Mr. Aaron Hires to Miss

Gertrude Cottrell.—These four above all of

the count of Monmouth.

14. Ju y 11th, Mr. Feuwick Thompson of

the city of New York, to Miss Mary Mount of

Monmouth, New Jersey.

15. December 7th, Mr. Gilbert Matthews

to Miles Catharine Emmons, both of Mou

mout .

 

’* Ocean county was then part of Monmouth

county.

16. December 11th, Mr. John Conine to

Mia; Rachel Bennett.

1 17.

17. January 23rd, Mr. Tylee W. Lefetre to

Miss Catharine Harrin .

18. February 8th, r. John Errickson to

Miss Allice Matthews. .

19. March 5th, Mr. Uriah White to Miss

Nancy Oakerson.

20. May 21st, Mr. Peter Applegate to Miss

Maria Covenhoven.

21. December 27th, Mr. Joseph ('. Thomp

son to Miss Ann Hulshart.

1818.

22. January 3rd, Mr. Joseph Combs to

Miss Mary Patterson.

23. Januar

Miss Eleanor aen.

24. Married on the 22nd day of January

1818, Mr. Abraham P. Hunt of the city 0

New York, to Miss Margaret Neafiea of Mon

mouth, New Jersey.

25. September 6th, Mr. William Hough

magltéo Rebecca Nivison, both of Monmouth.

26. January 6th, Mr. Charles Fowler to

Miss Mary Buckalue.

27. Januar 21st, Mr. Joseph Buckalue to

Miss Nancy alentine.

28. March 13th, Mr. Hezakiah Smith to

Miss Ezilpha Lemmon.

29. March 20th, Mr. Robert Fielder to Miss

Hannah Brown.

30. May 18th, Mr. Richard Stepe to Miss

Elizabeth Robes or Jobes.

31. November 29th Mr. Abraham Good

enou2g0h to Miss Mary Ilrown.

18 .

32. August 30th Mr. John K. Vanliouten

to Miss Sarah C. Meeks, both of the city of

New York.

33. November 18th, Mr. James Vincent to

Miss Saran Ann Kenaghan, both of Mon

mouth.

1821.

34. March 9th, Mr. James Hankins to Miss-

Sarah Wainright.

35. April 9th, Jonathan Errickson to Miss

Julia Ann Rogers.

36. May 3rd, Mr. Robert Harbert to Miss

Elizabeth Seebrooks.

37. At the same time and place, Mr. Jacob

Cooper to Miss Hannah Daviss.

38. September 15th, Mr. John Hough to

Miss Hariet Borden.

39. October 26th, Anthony Richmond to

Miss Catharine Holmes.

7th, Mr. William Snyder to --
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40. December 15th, Mr. William W. Lay

ton to Miss Catharine Voorhees.

41 Married on the 29th day of December

1821, Mr. John Oakerson, Sr., to Miss Caty

Bnckelue.

42. On the same da Mr. Gidion Hulshart

to Miss ('athariue hompson all of Mon

mouth.

1822.

43. April 4th, Mr. Gilbert Miller of Bur

lington county to Miss Rebeeca Oakerson of

Monmouth.

44. May 7th, Mr. William Evens to Miss

Mary Cob, Monmouth.

45. December 18th, Mr. Samuel D. Hayes

to Miss Sarah Stricklin.

1823.

46. Januar 9th, Mr. Benjamin VanCleaf

to Miss Rache VanCleaf. .

47. April 20th, Mr. Gilbert Brewer to Miss

Hannah Voorhees. .

. 48. October 4th, Joseph Brewer to Miss

Hannah Haukins. .

49. December 24th, James Layton to Miss

Charlotte Ayres.

I824.

50. January 10th, Albert H. Voorhees to

Miss Lydia H. Covenhoven.

51. April 3rd, Mr. Thomas VanHorn to

Miss Rebeccah Pitten er.

52. Au ust 12th, r. Peter G. Nickels to

Miss Eliza th Bennett.

53. August 23rd, Thomas Hulshart to Miss

Ann Doshe Hulshart.

54. Se tember 25th, Mr. John Voorhees

to Miss lizabeth Stricklin, both of Mon

mouth.

55. October 30th, Mr. Robert Skidmore to

Miss Hannah Holeman.

1825.

56. May 7th, Capt. John S. Cowdrick to

Miss Jane Barkalow.

57. June 13th, Mr. George Maxson to Miss

Esther Fish.

58. August the 21st, Mr. William Duncan

of Monmouth, New Jersey, to Miss Jane

Story of New Burgh, state of New York.

59. Married the 20th day of November,

1825, Mr. David Matthews, Sr., to Miss Ann

Preston, both of Monmouth county.

1826.

60. March 26th, Mr. Rulifl Smith to Miss

Catharine Hendrickson.

61. July lst, Mr. John I. Clayton to Miss

Altia Hulshart.

6'2. Bth, Mr. Jonathan C. Stricklin to Miss

Nancy Voorhees.

63. August 26, Mr. William Bills to Miss

Catharine Oakerson.

1827.

64. March 3rd, Mr. Richard Hagerman to

Miss Maria Heaviland.

65. 22nd, Mr. William W. Sale of the city

of New York, to Miss Elizabeth Pattersonpt'

Monmouth count . -‘4

66. June 2nd, Mr. Jacob Hagerman to Miss

Lydia Heaviland; both of Monmouth county.

67. Septembtr 20th, James Oakerson to

Miss Rhoda Attison.

68. October 20th Samuel Werden to Miss

Mary Ann Hendriclrson.

69. December 22nd, John Hartsgrove to

Miss Catharine Clayton.

1s2s. .

70. January 5th, Forman Palmmer to Miss

Phebe Cottrell.

71. February 23rd, Mr. John T. Hall to

Miss Rebecca Patterson.

72. April 5th, Samuel Matthews to Miss

Catharine Emmons.

73. Se tember 27th, Mr. William Chap

man, to iss Eleanor Heaviland.

74. October 2nd, Mr. Joseph Perrine to

Miss Amy Thompson.

75. Married on 16th day of October, 1828,

Mr. A. Evernham to Miss Altia Hendrickson,

both of Upper Freehold, Monmouth county,

New Jersey.

76. 29th, Mr. Lewis Ayres to Miss Jane

Layton.

77. November Sth, Mr. Samuel Painton to

Miss Mary Snyder. ,

78. On the above same day, William R.

Cottrell to Miss Luc Woodward.

79. December 24t , John Henry Mount to

Miss Nancy Boude.

1829. '

80. June 17th, Mr. Isaac Lobb of the city

of New York, to Miss Carharine Hamilton of

the city of Trenton, Hunterdon county, New

Jersey.

81. 28th, Mr. Ste hen Hulshart to Miss

Sarah Matthews, bot of Monmouth county,

New Jersey.

82. September 17th, Mr. Miles Reynolds to

Miss L dia Cottrell.

83. tober 7th, Mr. Joseph VanCleat' to

Miss Martha Lawrence, (Blackpeople).

1830.

84. Capt. Garret P. H ers to Miss Wil

liampe Conk, both of onmouth county,

New Jersey.

85. July 21st, George W. Bennett to Miss

Annjeletty Clayton.

86. September 22nd, Joseph L. White to

Mi%s3Lydla Patterson. .' "

l - 1.

87. May 28th, Tunice V. Voorhees to Miss

Eleanor Stricklin.

88. September 24th, John Boude to Miss

Lydia Elumons.

89. October 28th, Cornelius D. Clayton to

Miss Catharine Giberson.

90. Married on 30th October 1831, Mr.

David D. Matthews to Miss Mary Emmons,

botgd<sf Monmouth county, N. J.

1

91. January 19th, Mr. Joseph G. Hulshart,

Esq., to Miss Agnes M. Ely Bennett.T

92. August 23rd, Mr. Benjamin Matthews

to Miss Rhoda Ann Lewis.

 

T These were the parents of John W. Hulse,

Esq., one of the police justices of Freehold at

this time.
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93. September 29th, John J. Applegate to

Miss Esther Hankins.

94. October 12th, Mr. Jacob Miller to Miss

Ann Matthews.

95. December 1st, Mr. William Donaldson

to Miss Eliza Bills.

96. 6th, Mr. William Stoney of the town

ship of Middletown to Catharine Matthews of

the township of Freehold.

1833.

97. January 19th, Mr. John Reid to Miss

Ann Hulshart.

98. 23rd, Mr. Charles J. Mathews to Miss

Sarah Ann Robbins.

99. 31st, Mr. David T. Thompson to Miss

Mary Anderson.

100. Ma 5th Mr. Francis Duncan of

llliotvivell, to iss Margaret Kernaghan of Free

o .

' 101. May 19th, Mr. William Clayton to

Miss Eleanor Voorhees.

102. May 25th, Mr. James J. Clayton to

Miss Alice Ann Coven hoven.

103. On same da , Mr. Samuel Formau

Matlthews to Miss ane Bond, all of Free

ho .

104. Married on the 1st day of January,

1834, Mr. Henry Reynolds to Miss Hannah

Ann White.

105. At same time and ‘place, Mr. John

Marriner to Miss Abigll hite, all of the

township of Howell.

106. April 12th, Mr. Charles Hankins to

Miss Sarah Hulshart, both of Monmouth

county.

107. October 19th, Mr. Calvin H. Gardiner

of city of New York to Miss Content Bills.

’ 108. November 8th Mr. Joseph W. Lewis

of Freehold, to Miss Mary Ann Macelvey of

the township of Howell.

1835.

109. February 28th, Mr. Anderson Cham

bers to Miss Amy Matthews.

110. March 26th, Mr. John J. Errickson of

Freehold, to Miss Sarah Ann Youngs of

Howell.

111. August 12th, Mr. John L. Patterson

to Miss Mary Hannah Clayton.

112. August 13rh, Mr. John Patterson to

Miss Mary Ann Patterson.

113. November 5th, Mr. Matthias C. Bar

kalow to Miss Elizabeth Emmons.

114. December 5th, Mr. Abram Lefinge of

the city and county of New York, to Miss

Catharine Bills ofthe township of Freehold.

115. Married on the 28th day of August,

1836, Mathias Apglegate to Miss Mar ret

Emmons, both oft e county of Monmout .

116. December 31st, Robert Ireland to Miss

Margaret Voorhees.

1837.

117. January 7th, William Francis to Miss

Sarah Voorhees. -

118. January 14th, John P. Re nolds to

Miss Eliza Ann Luker, both of onmouth

county.

119. July 30th, John Lokerson to Miss

Alice Clayton.

120. November 12th, Mr. Aaron BordenMiss Sarah Ann Emmons, both of township

of Howell.

1838.

121. January lst, Mr. Hampton Herbert

to Miss Mary Kernaghun.

122. March 31st, Mr. William Allen of

Eastville, Upper Freehold to Miss Ann Hen

drickson of ‘reehold.

123. May 12th Mr. Jacob Patterson to

Miss Caroline Lorlrerson; both of Monmouth

county.

124. June 19th, Mr. Garret Voorhees to

Miss Rebecca Ann White.

125. October 15th, John Bond to Miss

Sarah VanKirk.

126. November 3rd, David Southard to

Miss Rhoda Emmons.

127. December 16th, John J. Clayton to

Miss Esther Emmons.

128. Married, 26th January, 1839, Mr.

James T. Thompson to Miss Amy Ann Hen

drickson, both of Freehold township.

129. February 7, Mr. Moses Patterson to

Miss Elea White; Both of Howell township.

130. 9th, Mr. John W. Reynolds to Miss

Susan Cottrell; both of Freehold townshi .

131. March 31st, Mr. Jurob Hornerto iss

Sarah Applegate, both of Upper Freehold

township.

132. April 3rd, David Hulsart of Freehold

t<|>r.Miss Lydie Jane Patterson of Howell town

s ip.

l33. 29th, Mr. Elias J. Anderson to Mia;

Hannah Cottrell; both of Freehold township.

134. November 14, Mr. Job M. Kerr gr,

Miss ‘Ann Shutts; both ofthe county of Mn“.

mout .

1840.

135. Agril 29th, Mr. Jonathan More to

Miss Sara VanNote.

136. December 19th, Mr. Cornelius Han

kins to Miss Nancy White.

137. December 22nd,.Joseph E. Lewis to

Miss Elizabeth Wilkins.
1841. . ..., ' m

138. January 2nd, David Clayton to Miss

Lettia Voorhess; both ofthe county of Mou

mouth.

139. April 24th, Hendrick Hulshart to

Miss Esther Patterson.

140. June 19th, Mr. Joseph Voorhees to

Mi.s Rachel Lucas.

141. October 23rd, Mr. Daniel Hankins to

Miss Hannah Ann Clayton.

142. Married on the 18th of November,

1841, Mr. Lloyd Robbins to Miss Maria Hall;

both of the township of Howell.

1842.

- 143. June 12th, Mr. Orsen Miner to Miss

En her Applegate.

144. August 21st, Samuel Lake of Mon

mouth couiity, N. J., to Frances Ann Mount

of state of New York. v

145. Oowber 16th, James Britton Patter

son to Miss Sarah Maria Smith.
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146. November 5th, Johnson Bills to Miss

Ann Thompson; both of the county of Mon

mouth.

1843.

147. April 22nd Hendrick Oakcrson of

Mercer county to Miss Catharine Leiya Clay

ton of Monmouth, N. J.

148. August 5th, Thomas Debow to Miss

-Phebe Hflnklus; both of the township of

Freehold.

149. December 2nd, John H. Barkalow of

the township of Freehold, to Miss Martha

Worden of the township of Dover.—-All of

Monmouth county, N. J.

1844.

150. March 18th, John M. Clayton of the

township of Howell to Miss Alice Kernaghan

of the township of Freehold.

151. May 2nd, Joseph T. Matthews to Miss

Ann Reynolds, both of the township of

Howell.

1845.

152. May 26th, Mr. William Thompson to

Miss Mary Apple te.

153. October 5t , Mr. William Lake of the

township of Howell to Miss Mary Ann Pain

ton of the township of Freehold.

154. Married on 2nd day of December,

184.1, Mr. Joseph Lake of the township of

Howell, to Miss Lydia Megill of the same

township.

1846.

155. Mr. Warington Fields of Yellow

Hook, Long Island, state of New York, to

Miss Sarah Lake of the township of Howell,

Monmouth county, N. J.

-’ 156. June 20th, James C. Hankinson of

the townshi of Freehold, to Miss Adaline

Thompson o the same township.

157. November 29th, David D. A plegate

t<;r.Miss Caroline Dey, both of Freeho u town

s ip.

1847.

158. March 20th, Mr. Robert Graham to

Miss Am Ann Thompson, both of the town

shig4gf It illstone, county of Monmouth.

1 .

159. Mr. Thomas Conk to Miss Eleanor

Finch, both of Freehold township.

I850.

160. January 20th, Hiram Cottrell of Jack

son townhip to Miss Nancy M. Worth of the

townshi of Dover.

1.6l. an-h 2nd, John Hendrir-kson to Miss

Elizabeth Ami Buck, both of Jackson town

ship, Ocean county.I

162. August 31st, Stephen Thompson of

the townshi of Jiu-kson, Ocean county. to

Miss Mary lgarent of the township of Mill

stone. couuty of Monmouth.

163. October 9th, Edward W.Worth of the

townshipof Freehold to Miss Hannah Wagner

of the township ot' Howell.

1852.

164. January 8th, Michael Lewis to Miss

 

I Oc,-an county was set off from Monmouth

in 1850.

Saral}lC. Maxson, both of the county of Mon

inout .

165. May 16, William H. Williams to Miss

Catharine Brewer, both of the township of

Marlborough, Monmouth county.

166. Married, 20th day of June, 1852, Mr.

David Errickson to Miss Catharine Emmons,

both of Freehold township.

1854.

167. February 16th John Cornen of Mercer

county to Miss Ann Wilson of the township of

Freehold.

168. September 27th William B. Hulshart

to Miss Alice H. Barkalow, both of Freehold

township.§

1857.

169. October 18th, Mr. Asher Applegate to_-~~ "

Miss Rhoda Hulshart.

170. October 28th, Mr. William Ayres of

the township of Howell to Miss Catharn

Maggtia of the township of Ocean.

1 .

171. April 3rd, Thomas Wilson of Free

hold township to Susan Reynolds of the town

ship of Jackson, Ocean county.

1859.

172. April 1st, I married David D. South

nrd to Miss Rhoda Ann Hnlshart, both of

Freehold township.

1860.

173. February 5th William H. Hendricks

of the township of Manalapan to Miss Elim

Chambers of the townshi of Freehold.

174. At same time an place, Cornelius M.

Barkolow to Miss Deborah Chambers, both of

Freehold township.

175. September 4th, Tunis Einmons of the

township of Howell to Miss Mary E. Hula

hart of township of Freehold.

176. November 11th, James J. Malsbury

of the township of Millstone to Miss Mulindy

Worth of the township of Freehold.

1861.

177. March 31st Edward Stephens to Miss

Margaret Cottrell, both of Freehold townshikp.

178. Married, August 24, 1861, William .

Bills of Freehold township to Miss Mary H.

Wo|cott of Ocean townshi .

179. August 27, David . Applegate to Miss

Aiuy Chambers, both of Freehold township.

180. November B, Job Smallwood of town

ship of Dover, Ocean count , to Miss Ursula

Hu shart of Freehold towns ip.

1862.

181. September 25th, Archibald A pleget

ofthe townshi of Freehold to Miss - annah

Ann Benson o the township of Millstone.

1863.

182. May 3rd, John H. Hulshart of the

township of Freehold to Miss Jane Ann Bond

of the township of Howell.

1864.

183. Januar 20th, Joseph F. Carr of

Hightstown, It erccr county, to Miss Sarah

Elizabeth Bowne of Jackson township, Ocean

county.

 

§This was Preacher Barkalow’s own

daughter.
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184. November 27th James McLaughlin

and Miss Amelia Cottrell, both of Freehold

townshi .

185. December 8th, David Clayton and

Miss Elizabeth Barkalow, both of Freehold

township.

1866.

186. May 17th Charles H. Cottrell of

Middletown township to Martha J. Anderson

of Freehold townshi .

187. June 25th, iiliam H. Patterson to

Miss Catharine Malsbury, both of the city of

New York.

1867.

188. April 21st, Gorden Reynolds of Free

hold township to Miss Sarah Elizabeth Rey

nold of Jackson township, Ocean county.

1869.

189. October 20th, Geor e W. Cottrell of

Howell township, to Miss argaret A. Voor

hees of Jackson township, Ocean couuty.

1872.

190. November 6th, John H. Barkalow of

the township of Lacey, Ocean county, to Ellen

Pharo of Stafford township, Ocean county.

1873.

191. November 27th, Hiram Hulse to Miss

Martha Anderson of the township of Jackson,

Ocean county.



_ B

TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS.

Presbyterian Church Yard, Allentown, N. J.

taken June 18, 1901, by Mrs. Lydia H. S.

Conover:

Derek Barealow, d. Nov. 10, 1803, aged

as y., 6 m., 22 <1.

Sarah, wife of Arthur Barealow and daugh

ter of Tobias Polhemus, d. Jan. 7, 1799, aged

54 2 m., 27 d.

ohn Sinclair, d. Sept. 22, 1801, in 38th

year.

Hannah, his wife, d. June 5, 1819, in 56th

year.

Samuel P. Forman, son of Peter Forman

and Elleanor Williamsen Forinan, d. Jan. lu,

1805, aged 47 y., 2 m., 4 d. .

Rebecca, his wife, d. Nov. 2, 1840, in 79th

year.

Forman, son of Peter and Hannah (Foman)

Cowenhoven, d. Apr. 5, 1762,-aged 1 y., 19 d.

* Gerrar us Beekman, son of C

, . Mar. 25, 1823, in 51st year.

Tobias Polhemus, d. Mar. 18, 1779, aged

711;” 7 m.

is wife, Mary Lelfertson, d. Jan. 3, 1781,

aged 44 y. ~ .

Hannah Polhemus, daughter of Tobias Pol

hemus, d. Nov. 9, 1783, a 37 y., 2 m.

Lefford son of Tobias olhemus, d. Feb. 19,

113-, aged 23 y. 6 m.

Margaret, widow of Peter Forman, d. Jan.

8, 1804, agleid 77 y. 10 m.

endriel-I

 

Daniel son, d. Feb. 5, 1840, aged

77Iy., 2 m., 17 d.

eter Imlay, d. Mar. 27, 1852, aged 62 y.

His wife Catharine, daughter of Daniel

Hendrickson d. Feb. 13, 1847, aged 50 y.

James L. Gonover, d. Apr. 27, 1884, aged

as1%., 1 m., 1 <|.

is wife Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob and

Sarah (Vandeveer) Hendrickson, d. Apr. 10,

1874, aged 56 y.

John Jacob, son of James L. and Elizabeth

(Hendrickson) Conover, d. Mar. 1, 1849.

Jaoob Hendrickson, son of Jacob and Eliza

beth (Mount) Hendrickson, d. Nov. 7, 1826,

aged40y., 51Ir., 26 d. .

His widow, Sarah Vandeveer, b. Jan. 28,

1190,<1. Dec. 3, 1s1s.

Michael Hendrickson son of Jacob and

Sarah Vandeveer Hendrickson, d. Dec. 8,

1814, aged 25 d.
 

‘This christian name should have been

‘sgel1led;'3Gelgi.1:-due.” dH3.g1as a son 9fdChIrIi.s

er. ee an an i unmarrie . is
willl is recorded’in Book B of Wills, Mon

-m.0uth county Surrogate’s ofliee. He leaves

his property equally to his four brothers and

four sisters.

Edward T. Hendrickson, b. Nov. 15, 1815;

d. Sept. 9, 1s94.

Richard Horsfull, Sr.,-d. Aug. 6, 1827. aged

50 y., 5 m., 13 d.

Margaret, wife of Stockton Pullen, d. Mar.

31, 1841, aged 57 y.

Samuel Wykofl', Esq., son of Garret and

é\eltie1§iVikofl', d. Apr. 24, 1826, aged 95 y.,

II]. .

85His wife, Gertrude, d. Feb. 15, 1820, aged

11 m., 23 d.

His wife Mary, d. Nov. 4, 1857, aged 77 y.,

1 m., 27 d.

William Croxon, d. July 10, 1857, aged

81%., 10 m., 10 d.

is wife, Catharine Wikoff, d. Apr. 25,

1847, aged 74 y., 3 m., 6 d.

Vashti, wife of Samuel S. Forman, d. Jan.

16, 1813, a 27 y., 21 d.

Samuel . Wikofl', d. May 17, 1824, aged

58 y., 7 m. 10 d. -

9 swag; (\]rVikoif, d. July 19, 1323, aged 41 y.,

m., - .

. Peter R.Wikofl", son of Aukey and Deborah,

d. Mar. 24, 1833, aged 29 y., 7 m. 24 d.

Ann Eliza, wife of Michael Hendrickson,

d. June 7,1833, aged 23 y., 1 m., 6 d.

Ankey Wikoff d. July 27, 1835 aged 58 y.

Emeline, daughter of E. I. and A. E. Hen

driskson, d. Apr. 20, 1824, aged 2 y., 3 m.,

24 .

John, son of Garret and Elizabeth Wikofl,

d. Oct. 5 1793 aged 5 y., 5 m., 3 d.

Peter wikod", sq., son of Garret and Aeltie

Wikofl', d. Apr. 1, 1827, aged 87 y., 1 m., 6 d.

His wife, Allice Lon treat, d. June 16,

1820, aged 78 y., 5 m., 3 .

Garret P. Wikofl', (of Allentown, N. J.) d.

June 2, 1844 aged 82 y., 10 m., 23 d.

His wife Elizabeth, d. Jan. 4, 1839, aged

75 y., 4 m., 17 d.

Garret R. Wikofl, b. Jan. 16, 1805; d. Nov.

20 1884.

His wife Allice, b. Mar. 1, 1191; d. Nov. 7,

1890.

Joseph Hendrickson, d. May 28, 1841, aged

53 y., 2 m.,14 d.

His wife, Elizabeth, d. June 20, 1855, in

71st y.

Mary A. Barcalow, wife of Joseph R. Con

over, b. Jan. 22, 1843; d. Aug. 30, 1875.

Richard H. Wikolf, b. Jan. 18, 1804; d. Oct.

23 1884.

His wife, Jane Forman, b. May 16, 1806; d.

Au . 18, 1891.

T eir daughliter, Ellen Wikoif, wife of A. B.

VanNest, d. ay 8, 1863, aged 22 y.

Y- ’

Peter Wikolf, d. Mar. 21, 1847, aged 74 y.,
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Samuel Hendrickson, d. May 18, 1871, aged

77 y., 2 m., 2 d.

His wife, Phoebe, d. Oct. 9, 1858, aged 62 y.,

6 m., 2 d.

Forinan Hendrickson, b. May 30, 1791; d.

Mag 17, 1880.

is wife, Theodosia Hendrickson, dau hter

of Daniel and Elizabeth Grover Hendric son,

b. Nov. 2 1795; d. Mar. 4, 1879.

Peter El. Wikoff, b. Nov. 26, 1794; <1. MM'.

19 1880.

his wife, Ann, b. Mar. 28, 1799; d. July 11,

1881.

Allice Hendrickson, wife of William 'G.

Hendrickson, and daughter of Samuel and

Allice (Wikofl) Hendrickson, d. Oct. 27, 1883,

aged 80 y., 7 m.

Hannah P. their dau hter, and wife of

Richard w. iaiuus, <1. ar. 27, -1854, aged

213: 6 m., 22d.

rtrude Hendrickson, daughter of John

Hendrickson and Allis (Wikolf) Hendrick

son d. July 12 1875, aged 80dy.

ggililliam Disbro Konover, . Sept. 21, 1890,

a y.

8Garret Conover, b. May 18, 1826; d. Oct. 27,

1 90.

Eugenia, b. June 30, 1842; d. May 7, 1887.

Wliiti-hou-se, New Jersey,

old church yard; taken August 28, 1901:

Cornelius W.VanHorn, d. Oct. 8, 1862, aged

91 . 1 m. 21 d.

Ilhlzus Vborhees, d. Mar. 8, 1868, aged 80 y.,

3 m., 3 d.

His wife, Ann Emery, d. Jan. 4, 1870, aged

80 ., 1 m., 8 d.

Jessnjamin VanDoren, d. Feb. 14, 1835, aged

.>,A}’braham B. VanDoren, d. July 18, 1853,

aged 21 y., 6 m., 4 d.

Elizabeth Wyekoff, widow of Roelof Coven

hoven, d. Jan. 20, 1860 aged 83 y., 5 m., 26 d.

Garret Conover, d. 1\iov. 8, 1831, aged 67 y.,

5 m.

His wife, Margaret Regar, d. July 8, 1840,

aged 70 y.

5 Job Conover, d. Jan. 27, 1830, aged 23 y.,

Ilnifargaret, wife of Abraham Voorhees, d.

May 12, 1843, aged 61 y., 5 m.

Whiiehouee, New Jersey,

taken from oldest grave-yard there August

28 1901:

bavid Covenhoven, d. NOV. 15, 1800, aged

51 ., 5 m.,11 d.

(goruelius VanHorn, d. Feb. 12, 1744, in

49th y.

Sarah, wife of Roelof Covenhoven, d. Apr.

5, 1801, aged, 35 y., 6 m., 26 d.

Cornelius Cownover,:(son of George and

Alletta Luyster Conover) d. Oct. 31, 1805,

aged 78

John anderbilt, (son-in-law of C0rnelins

Cownover and son of John Vanderbilt of

S. 1., and Elizabeth Hendrickson of N. J.,) d.

Oct. 23, 1812, aged 55 y.

A daughter of Joris Cownover and Margaret

Cownover, d. Jan. 12', 1765, aged 3 y.

Jacob Wyckofl', d. June 15, 1812, aged 71 y.,

1 m., 15 d.

His wife, Elizabeth, d. Sept. 9, 1801, aged

50 y., 1 m.

Bound Brook, New Jersey,

Somerset county, High Street Cemetery,

August 28 1901:

Garret Schanok, son of Koert and Sarah

Voorhees Schanck, d. July 1, 1809, aged 32 y.,

3 m., 17 d.

Kortenius G. Schanck, son of Garret and

Nelly Covenhoven Schanek), d. Nov. 27, 1878,

aged 76 y., 11 m., 19 d.

Mary Conover, wife of Michael I. Field, d.

Nov. 28, 1859, aged 80 y., 3 m., 22 d.

Catharine, wife of Roelof VanVoorheese, d.

Nov. 10, 1795, aged 38 y.

Hannah, wife of Nickalus Covenhoven, d.

Aug. 10, 1804, aged 31 y., 11 m., 20 d.

First Reformed Dutch Church Yard,

New Brunswick, Middlesex county, N. J .,

Au t 30, 1901:

illiam Morris Conover, d. May 6, 1811,

aged 26 y. .

Lewis Conover, d. Nov. 10, 1831, aged 55 y.,

2 m., 27 d.

James Conover, b. Oct. 8, 1778; d. Feb. 12,

18i11’in'8i?rd' a J 21846 aged80
is wi e, ary, . an. , y.

Jamu S. Conover son of James and Mary,

d. Aug. 3, 1349, B. ed 39 y., s m.

Minne I. Van oorheese, Esq., d. Aug. 3,

1791, aged 41 y.

Michael Garrish, b. July 24, 1779; d. July

25 1858.

liis wife, Ariet Suydam, b. May 16, 1784; d.

Aug. 26, 1874.

Their son, Michael Field Garrish, b. Feb.

27, 1807; d. Apr. 28, 1866.

Further inscriptions Schenck and Coven

hoven,

Penna Neck, N. J.,

taken September 9, 1901, by Mrs. L. H. S.

Conover.

Eve Schenck, widow of John R. Schenck,

d. Nov. 21 1810.

Albert échenck, 50ri of Garret Roelofse

Schenck, d. May 21, 1786, aged 65 y., 1 m., 2d.

William Couwenhoven, son of Jan and

Jakoba (Vanderveer) Couwenhoven, d. Nov.

1764, aged 59 y.

5 /' His wife, Chrystenah, daughter of Cornelius

aen, d. June 24, 1787, aged 78 y.

, Cornelius Couwenhoven, d. 1787, aged 51 y.

,_Harmen Covenhoven, son of William and

[Chrystenah Laen Couwenhoven, d. Jan. 4,

-- 1804, a 63 y., 7 m.

Phoe ey Baley, wife of Harmon Coven

hoven, d. Feb. 2, 1832, aged 87 y., 9 m., 16 d.

Elias C. Schenck, son of Joseph and Marga
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ret (Covenhoven) Schenck, d. Nov. 5, 1800,

aged 6 y., 7 m.,17 d.

Elizabeth Schenck, daughter of Joseph and

Margaret Covenhoven Schenck, d. May 5,

1785, aged 7 m.

Jose h Schenck, sou of Jan Garretse

Schenc ,d. Oct. 25, 1822, aged 66 y., 5 m., 5 d.

His wlfe, Mar ret Kovenhoven, daughter

of William and lizabeth, d. July 18, 1804,

aged 38 y. 4 m., 8 d.

Anuey Qchenck, d. Oct. 25, 1776, aged 6 y.,

2 m., 20 d.

70Margaret Schenck, d. Aug. 5, 1816, aged

y.

Mary Schenck, d. Sept. 12, 1769, aged 2 y.,

8 m., 14 d.

Garret Schenck, d. May 11, 1810, aged 68 y.

. Jacob Schenck, son of Roelof the brewer)

(and Engeltie VauDoren) Sehenc , d. Dec. 19,

1786, aged 60 y.

Mary, wife of William I. Schenck, d. July,

1829, aged 70 y.

d (igrreté gchenglir, son of Albert Schenck,

. ar. , 7-Lag 41y.

William Kouwenhoven, Sion of William

and Margaret Garretse Sc enck Kouwen

hoven), d. Oct. 17 1777, a ed 35 y. 4 m., 9 d.

g§iagy,wife of Jolm Slay ack, d. Mar., 1829,

a y.

ggilgam Smith Schenck, d. July 27, 1870,

a y.

61Marga,retS. Schenck, d. July 19, 1863, aged

y.

William Kovenhoven, b. Dec. 2, 1767; d.

Se t. 24, 1838 aged 70 y., 3 m., 8 d.

is wife, Lfary Grover, d. Jan. 4, 1817, aged

38Jy., 9 m. 6 d.

9 osiglaérover, d. Mar. 26, 1856, aged 81 y.,

m. .

His wife, Ruth daughter of Harman Coven

hoven and Phoel)ey aley, d. Mar. 12, 1859,

aged 85 y., 8 d.
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